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ILMS TO FIGHT NYE SLURS 





Grown-Up Boy Scout Is Prepared 





Corinth, N. Y., Aug. 12. 


While the Aerial Lakes were doing their turn with the Mills Brothers 
Circus here, the lights went out in the tent, leaving the feminine part- 


frer balanced on a 40-fcoot pole held by the man. 


A member of ihe 


audience prevented possible hazard to the act by flashing a torchlight 


he was carrying on the troupers. 


Carrier of the torch was Andrew J. Pokl, Jm® an adult executive of 


the Boy Scouts, 


whose motto is ‘Be Prepared.’ 








Charge U.S. Army With Falling Down 


On Adequate Shows for Service Men 


+ 


; 
With almost a year gone by since | 


the first National Guardsman and 
draftee marched into camp, the U.S 
Army has virtually failed com- 
pletely, in the opinion of seasoned 
observers, to provide the entertain- 
ment so badly needed for the morale 
of its troops. 

‘If the rest of our 





national defense | 


effort were’on a par with the snail's | 


waltz of the morale _ prog! 
cracked one critic, ‘the boys wou 
be out there learning how to fee 
flint locks.’ 

An occasional vaude show—once a 
month or even more infrequently- 
has been the sum total of entertain- 


or a 


| 
} 
| 
| 


ai 
| 
| 


ment in many camps, aside from the | 


ever-present barrage of B 
which even a recruit 
s0 many nights a week. 
the vaude has not been provided by 
the Army but by 
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films } 
can take just | 
And even | 
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the charity-sup- | 
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being charged with over-frugality in | 


(Continued on page 25) 


SHUBERTS MULL 





Primed by the click of ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ on the road and Broadway, 


} 
} 
| 


| government, 





| made high 





Billing — 
Portland, Ore., Aug. 12. 
The V for Victory has turned 


up atep the marquee of a local 
cinema theatre 

In red neon light, ‘.. . . ——Vv’ 
shines forth from the Broadway 
theatre. 


SCARED EM INTO) 
SETTLING UP 
WITHU.S.? 
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It’s reliably 
Joe | 
has 
among Holly- 


as a result of the 
Schenck income tax convictions, 
headway 


| wood figures in effecting speedy back 


collections 


BWAY 2-A-DAY 


on income taxes Total 
amount cited as having been effected 
in settlements is $11,000,000 

One Hollywood producer is 
ported as having agreed to pay 
Government $3,000 a week out of 


re- 
the 
his 


weekly $5,000 salary toward settle- 
1ent of the Revenue department’s 
i claim. 


the | 
Shuberts are keen on the idea that | 


vaudeville has a good chance for a} 


‘comeback.’ 

They’re flirting with the 
converting the Broadway (now oc- 
cupied by Disney’s ‘Fantasia’) into 
a ‘Palace policy’ of two-a-day. 


Plans to Raze Two N. Y. 
Legiters for Parking Lots 


Setback to B’way Upbeat 


Amidst the hoopla by civie boost- 
ers to bring-Broadway-back to its 
yesteryear glory, the campaign may 
be given a sharp setback when and 
if Vincent Astor sells a couple of his 
panes Square theatres for parking 
Ots. 

It’s no secret he'd like to dispose 
of the 44th St. and the St. James 
theatres for auto parks, and feelers 
have gone out accordingly. 








idea of 


BONNIE BAKER DEPARTS 


Singer of ‘Oh Johnny’ Leaving Orrin | 


Tucker Orchestra 
Bonnie Baker, who 
credited for last year’s success of 
the Orrin Tucker orchestra, with her 
interpretation of ‘Oh Johnny,’ is 
leaving that band within a month. 
Tucker’s recording of the tune sold 
over 500,000 discs and shot the 
band into important money brackets 
almost over night. 
Band’s management thinks (1) the 
‘baby talk’ vogue is now dated; and 
(2) the split is better business. 





RUNNING OUT OF STATES? 


Cinematic parade of the states 
marches on. 
Latest registrations include ‘Cali- 


fornia’ by RKO and ‘Utah’ by Para- 





mount, 
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reported that the USS. | 
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RACIAL TaaUka 
UTA INDUSTRY 


Leaders, East and West, Lay 
Plans to Enter Battle of 
American Public Opinion 
As Senate Hearings Are 
Set for Sept. 9 — Bitter 
Fight Anticipated — In- 
dustry Unites to Its Own 
Patriotic Defense 





COUNTER- BROADCAST ? 


By JOHN C. FLYNN 

Realization that the motion pic- 
ture industry is facing one of its 
major battles in the war of Ameri- 
can public opinion, leaders in the 
business during the past week have 
been shaping a course of action to 
refute charges by Senators Wheeler 
and Nye alleging that films have 
been propagandizing for war under 
leadership of pressure groups intent 
plunging this country into the 
European fracas. 

Thoroughly aroused as to the seri- 
ousness of the charge and the intol- 
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| 
| 
| 





| erant implications by Senator Nye of 
' 


racial motivations, and at the same | 
time confident of public support 
in their position of all-out co- 


operation with the Roosevelt foreign 


policy, industry leaders are not dis- 
counting the difficulties of combat- 
iting the strong isolationist group in 


(Continued on page 4) 
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| WOOLWORTH EMPLOYES 
AS RADIO TALENT, 


Utica, Aug. 12. 
F. W. Woolworth chain repeated 
on WIBX this week the type of pro- 


gram which it used last year to 
mark the opening of a Utica store. 
It’s a half-hour show with the cast 
confined to store employees Lat- 
'ter were assembied and trained by 


| 
| 


the station’s staff pianist and choral 


| director, George Davis. Top officials 
of the chain were on hand for the 
|anniversary event 

WIBX program nas been used as 
a model for opening of Woolworth 
stores throughout the country. 


was largely | |Maestro Earns Enough On 


Milk Route to Buy Nitery 


Cleveland, Aug. 12. 
Doubling in brass as a bandmaster 
and as a milkman in his spare hours 


| finally paid dividends to Don An- 
'thony, who quit Mike Spooner’s 
White Oak nitery to become co- 
|owner of the Noble Road Club. 
Accordionist managed to save up 





$10,000 in last five years by riding a 
morning milk route for a dairy com- 
pany, after leading his 
outfit until dawn. With Frank Long, 
his bass player, as partner, Anthony 


bought his way into the local nitery, | 


Be- 


con- 


but he’s still holding two jobs. 
sides being a proprietor, he is 
tinuing to direct his own orch. 


five-piece | 


| 


Suburban Patronage May Be Cut 
Via Gas Shortage; Nabes Benefit 





Maizlish’s Topper 


Hollywood, Aug. f2. 
Harry Maizlish, KFWB head, 
who has had a hand in every 
local benefit since the war broke, 
topped himself the other day in 
the promotion of donations for a 
Hollywood Chinatown ceremony 
in aid of United China Relief. 
He talked the Japs at the local 
flower market out of 100,000 
blooms, with all coin going into 
the China fund. 


‘TO P. M. REVUE 
THEATRE AT 
N. Y. BAYES 








A ‘10 o’clock theatre’ will 
augurated atop the 44th St. 
the old Nora‘ Bayes, New York, by 
Clifford C. Fischer, former Paris and 
London showman He figures that 
a satirical revue house, patterned 
after the former French capital's 
‘Theatre Dix Heures’ (‘10 
Theatre’) is ripe for 


be in- 
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regisseur and participating star, o 
percentage. 
Theory is that the growing habit 
(Continued on page 25) 
IT’S THEIR YEAR 
Abbott and C ostello Getting it From 
All Sides 
An all-time record salary for a 
nen Mines stage date will be paid 
Abbott and Costello by the Sacra- 
mento, Cal., State Fair, where they 
| appear Sept. 1. Fair is paying ‘em 
$3,200 for the single performance 
An idea of how hot the boys nov 
are as a boxoffice act is their cur- 
rent appearance at the Steel Pier, | 
Atlantic City. Two years ago they 


| plus bonuses for extra shows. 


appeared there at $400 for the team 
week. Currently, in for 
stand, 


pel a nine- 


day 


are getting $7,500 
They 
did 19 shows over the past Saturday | 
and Sunday alone and it’s indicated | 


they 


| they'll come out with $10, 000 in all. | 





Chemin-de- fer — | 


ic Ma 7 (a 
growing 


form of bae- 


carat) is surprisingly in 


| popularity in the casinos adjacent to 


ithe 8-9 (banco) game has 





the sundry resorts all over the coun- 
try. 

It’s amazed the croupiers how 
caught on, 
apart from the fact that the recent 
crop of repatriated moneyed Con- 
tinentals gave ‘shimmy’ a mild sort 
of impetus 


fast 


+ 





Show business in general looks to 
suffer when and if the gasoline 
shortage on the eastern seaboard be- 
comes so acute that the present 7 


p.m. to 7 a.m. sales curfew is ex- 
| tended to actual rationing. Down- 
| 

town film deluxers, legit theatres 
and sundry other amusements will 
immediately face the loss of much 
suburban patronage should Secre- 
tary of the Interior Harold Ickes 
| rule, as expected, that gasoline will 


| be 


| they ordinarily 


| 


| 





limited to a certain number of 
gallons per week to non-commercial 
vehicles, 

On the other hand, some contend 
that curtailment of private car usage 
will result in people using the money 
spend on gas for 
like buses, physicians’ 

are not expected to be 
though it is believed that 
number of cabs on the streets 
be greatly curtailed. 

Least likely to suffer much by gas 


taxis. Latter, 
cars, etc., 
rationed, 
the 
will 


rationing are such cities as New 
York, Boston and Philadelphia, 
| which have excellent train trans- 


theatre, | 


| that 


(Continued on page 49) 


COMPTROLLER 
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Bridgeport, Aug. 12. 

City Comptroller Perry W. Rod- 
|}man, who books attractions into 
Pleasure Beach Park, tops the bill 
himself Aug. 18 as guest piano solo- 
ist with Bridgeport Symphony Or- 
chestra under Frank Foti. 

Direct booking 


Book Oscar Levant For 
31 Concert Dates; Pianist 
Also Does a Monolog 


Oscal 
tour this 
Nov. 3 in 
combine 
tions. 

Lev 


first full concert 
year has 31 dates, opening 
Toledo. The concerts will 
talks with pianistic exhibi- 


Levant’s 


rant’s tour is being booked so 
he will have time off for ap- 
pearances on ‘Information, Please’ 
for Lucky Strikes. 


Gaby Deslys Film Biog 


Metro is mulling a film saga of the 
life of Gaby Deslys the French star 
who was known on Broadway some 
20 years ago and her then dancing 
partner, Harry Pilcer, who accompa- 
nied her back to Paris. 

Pilcer, incidentally, is a recently 
repatriated American, long domiciled 
in France until the Nazi occupation, 
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Ty Power and Annabella, in ‘Liliom’, 
Draw Celeb-Studded Mob to Westport 


By HOBE MORRISON 
Westport, Conn., Aug. 12. 

Tyrone Power and Annabella, 
making their first joint stage appear- 
ance in a strawhat revival of ‘Lili- | 
om,’ drew a dressed-to-the-eyelashes, 
celebrity-packed mob of Broadway 
and Hollywood names, society peo- 
ple and eagerly curious last night 
(Monday) at the Country playhouse 
here. Spot was jammed, with extra 
chairs, lots of standees and prob- 
ably aS many turnaways as were 
present indoors. All tickets are gone 
for the entire 20-performance en- 
gagement. 

Just prior to curtain time it was 
announced that the show would be 
closed temporarily after tonight's 
performance, to permit Power to fly | 
to the Coast for retakes on his 
forthcoming 20th Century-Fox pic- 
ture, ‘A Yank in the RAF.’ Actor 
will plane back over the weekend, 
reopening ‘Liliom’ next Monday 
night (18) and playing through Aug. 
30. There will be extra Friday mati- 
nees both weeks and the complete 
advance sellout already guarantees 
an all-time house record. 

Power's performance as the trucu- 
lent, lusty Liliom surprised observ- 
ers, who had judged his ability by 
the romantic roles he’s played in 
pictures and were unprepared for 
his swaggering and tough portrayal. 
Since leaving Broadway as an ob- 
scure juvenile six years ago, he has 
gained considerable skill, authority 
and acting vitality. 

Her Stage Debut 

Annabella, facing her American 
stage debut in one of the longest 








Wrong Cue 





Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Red balloons, warning avia- 
iors away from film companies 
on outdoor jobs, have kicked 
back on the producers. Since 
the recent rule barring gander- 
ing tourists from the studios, 
the visiting rubbernecks have 
learned to scan the sky. Troupes 
on location, sometimes 30 miles 
from Hollywood, start working 
without interruption in_ the 
wildwood and are suddenly sur- 
rounded by kerds of cars from 
Maine, Georgia, Washington and 
all the states between. 

The tourists have learned 
about the red balloons and act 
accordingly. 








TYRONE POWER’S READING 


Doing Victor Record With Barry 
Wood as Vocal Assistant 








Tyrone Power is to join with 
Barry Wood next week in cutting 
for popular Victor records the ‘Saga 
of the Leathernecks’ which he re- 
cently did on the ‘Millions for De- 
fense’ radio program. Side was to 
be cut tomorrow (Thurs.) but it has 
been deferred until next week. 
“On the reverse side of the Power- 
Wood combo work, the latter will 
repeat Irving Berlin's ‘Arms for the 
Love of America.’ This time it will 
be made with Ray Block's chorus 
and Al Goodman’s orchestra. First 
cutting, issued few weeks ago, was 
made with Lynn Murray’s chorus 
and a studio band. 


Al Woods’ Return As 
Active Legit Producer 
Recal's Fabulous Era 








M-G SIGNS FORRESTER | 


AS ‘A’ PRODUCER 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Jack Forrester, American, recently 
repatriated from Paris where he 





‘produced French pictures for 12 


years as head of Forrester-Parant, 
maintaining an elaborate exchange 
system as well throughout France, 
Belgium and Holland, has_ been 





signed by Metro as an ‘A’ producer. 


Neil McCarthy, local attorney, 
represents Forrester’s interests. His 
| first M-G assignment not yet set. 


McCarthy is also acting for For- 





and most difficult parts she has ever 
Played, was obviously nervous and 
uncertain. She improved in the 
latter scenes, but was hampered by 
her strong French accent and inflec- 
tion, plus inexperience in legit and 
the perplexing task of projecting the 
subdued, passive emotion of the role 
of Julie. But she has an appealing 
radiance and gamin-like blonde 
looks. Betty Garde was expertly 
convincing as Mrs. Muskat, the prin- 
cipal supporting lead, and Art Smith 
also clicked as the furtive Sparrow. 
John Keonig’s four sets were help- 
ful. 

With photographers laying down a 
barrage of flash bulbs in and out of 
the theatre before the show and dur- 
ing intermission, and shoving 
through the mob backstage after- 
ward, a horde of local gawkers eyed 
such personalities as Simone Simon, 
Edmund O’Brien, Tonio Selwart, 
Elsa Maxwell, Clifton Webb, John 
C. Wilson, Lawrence Langner and 
Armina Marshall, Jack Kirkland 
and Haila Stoddard, George Abbott, 


Anne Seymour, Billie Rose, Eleanor | 


Holm, Clifford Odets, Joseph H. Mos- 
kowitz, John Anderson, Ariene Fran- 
cis, Neil Agnew, Richard Rodgers, 
Carly Wharton, Martin Gabel, Lloyd 
Rosamund, Marian Shockley, George 
Zachary and Alexander Ince. 


Cantor East to Ready 
Play for Boston Break-In 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Eddie Cantor hauls east today 
(Tuesday) to begin preparations on 
his stage show, ‘Banjo Eyes,’ which 
he'll take to Boston for the break-in 
in November. Broadway stand will 
open around Thanksgiving. 

Cantor goes back on the air for 
Sal Hepatica-Ipana, Sept. 3. 








Cantor’s Frisco Rally 
San Francisco, Aug. 12. 
Eddie Cantor did a terrific job as 
m.c. of the San Francisco Examiner's 
free show Saturday (9) in Civic 
Auditorium dedicating Hospitality 
House for soldiers. Everything was 
on the cuff, but the comedian worked 
like a Trojan all evening, including 
a blackface bit, before an audience 
of 10,000, mostly in uniform. 

Few of the others contributing en- 
tertainment were Connie Boswell, 
Alec Templeton, Linda Darnell, Bin- 
nie Barnes, Ann Rutherford, Edward 
Arnold, Virginia O’Brien, 
Marcos, Duncan Sisters and Gertrude 
Neisen. 





WHO’S A MOPPET? 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Shirley. Temple, now 12 years old 


the De- | Asked how boxoffices were churning 


rester on a camera-focusing patent, 
dating back to 1927, which he owns, 
|and which the former French pro- 
| ducer thinks was infringed upon in 
|a recent U.S.-made picture. 





GRIFFIS’ BOMB SCARE 


Nazi Bomb Souvenir (De-Nitroed) 
Upsets Par Exec 








Mild bomb scare was tossed into 
the lap of Stanton Griffis, chairman 
of Paramount’s executive commit- 
tee, when an evil-looking German 
bomb was delivered at his office in 
the N. Y. Par building Friday (8) 
afternoon. It had been originally 
addressed care of Brentano’s book 
store and had been mailed from 
Pittsburgh. Because Griffis did not 
recognize the ‘H. Robertson’ listed as 
sender, he quickly notified the Par 
building superintendent who imme- 
diately called the N. Y. bomb squad. 
Members of the squad took it out of 
the building, removed the cap and 
found that it was harmless. 

Griffis in the meantime had heard 
from his Pittsburgh office informing 
him it was a souvenir bomb, the first 
| received from England out of batch 
| dropped along the coast of Eng- 


| 


a nn ee 


been removed. The bomb Griffis re- 
ceived was originally sent over to 
the U. S&S. by Douglas Williams of 
Ministry of Information, England. 
Bomb is the remodeled incendiary 
type, dated 1936, recently used by 
the Nazis, designed so that if it fails 
to go off it will explode when any- 
body attempts to uncork the cap. 











When Al Woods returns to active 
legit producing this coming season, 
it will mark the return of a show- 
man who is one of the few surviv- 
ing a fabulous age. Woods has seven 
scripts lined up and reiterates he'll 
do at least six of them, trying them 


, out first in Hollywood and San Fran- 


cisco, with Broadway the goal. The 
Coast angle stems from a more re- 
cent partiality to the California 
climate. if 

Woods, who produced 409 plays in 
his career, is the father of the bed- 
room farce and the staunch advo- 


‘cate of the courtroom play, from 


which he made fortunes, including 
‘Trial of Mary Dugan,’ ‘Within the 
Law,’ ‘Common Clay’ and more re- 
cently ‘Night of Jan. 16.’ He re- 
mains perhaps the most colorful of 
the vet producers with his w.k. salu- 
tation of ‘hello sweetheart’ and clos- 
ing ‘love and kisses,’ whether ad- 
dressing man, woman or child. 

At one time Woods’ Chicago hold- 
ings alone were reputed to be worth 
nearly $10,000,000 and his fortune is 
said to have reached nearly $20,- 
000,000. 


RUNYON TO PRODUCE 
OWN YARN FOR RKO 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Damon Runyon becomes a film 











| producer under a one-picture deal 
| with RKO, starting late in Septem- 
| ber. Story will be made from one 
lof his new stories, still unpublished. 
Although he has written numer- 
ous stories for the screen, this is 
Runyon’s first as a producer. 





Hitchcock’s Next 


Alfred Hitchcock is working with 
John Houseman and Joan Harrison 
on an original for David O. Selznick, 


Sundezy (10) for a two-day stay. 
planed outrast night (Tuesday). 

Idea for the yarn is still being 
worked out, Hitchcock said. He will 
take no part in the actual writing, 
but is figuring on the script being 
ready for him to start megaphone 
work by late fall. 


He 











Dave Rose Emphasizes Fine Pic Biz 


In England Upon 


Return Chipper Trip 





By GEORGE FROST 
A statement that should cheer film 
| magnates throughout the U. S. who 
|have been wondewimg just how and 
with what success the industry will 
survive a modern war era, was made 
by David Rose, general manager in 
Great Britain for Paramount, as he 
left the International Marine Termi- 
nal at New York’s LaGuardia Field 
this week for his London home. 











in the United Kingdom, Rose an- 
swered in two terse quotes. Said he: 
‘Business is great’ and ‘It is better 
than ever before and, gentlemen, I 
mean ‘ever before.’’ [Further de- 
tails on page 21.] 

In the company of her husband, 


the-Sound Sunday (10) afternoon 
aboard the PAA Atlantic Clipper. 
Lady Diana, an attractive blonde, is 
probably best remembered in show 
shopping circles here for her 1924 
appearance as the nun in Max Rein- 
hardt’s ‘The Miracle.’ 
Guests of Paley 

The English couple left Mayor 
LaGuardia’s favorite airport for the 
home of William S. Paley, CBS 
prexy, at Manhasset, L. I., for a day 
or two prior to moving into the Am- 
bassador hotel, N. Y., where they’ll 
spend the balance of a fortnight. 

Among other Clipper-trippers on 
the same inbound flying boat wére 
John Wheeler-Bennett, senior mem- 
ber of the British press bureau in 


ee 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT : 





By Milton Berle 
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Chicago, Aug. 12. 

Still working at the Chez Paree. They're holding me over until three 
busboys come back from their Saratoga vacation. 

Talk about service: at the hotel where I'm stopping the last time they 
had hot water was when the place was on fire. (From the picture, ‘In Old 
Chicago’). 

Went to the Ringling Circus the other day; ate so much cotton candy all 
night long I kept singing, “Tote that barge, lift that bale.’ 

Bet on a horse at Washington Park that came in so late a convoy of 
fireflies had to show him to his stable. 

New ruling at Lindy’s restaurant—to be allowed in you must wear a 
herringbone suit (marinated yet!). 

Max Gordon has made so much money with his latest success, he’s 
changing the title to ‘My Sister Eileen and Her Annuities.’ 

Don Ameche told his wife he was going to buy her a new car—so she 
went to the Paramount Studios and asked Bob Hope and Bing Crosby for 
a ‘Road Test.’ ° 

Do you think BMI songs will bring back the turkey trot? 

There’s No Truth to the Rumor 

That Phil Harris was the inspiration for ‘The Corn Is Green’... .That 
Jerry Colonna has his mustache insured against fire, theft and collision. 

Horseracing is the only sport in the world wkere the man with a million 
asks the guy without a quarter, ‘What’s good in the next race?’ 

» Eavesdropper - 

Eavesdropped at the Rhumba Casino: ‘He’s a credit to the community— 
and every finance company in town.’ 
Whatever Became of 

Lester & Garson 
Lane & Harper 
De Vito & Denny 


? 





Ja-Da Trio 
Winnie Lightner 
Phil & Eddie Ross 


SELZNICK’S STRAWHAT 
GOES FELT ON COAST 


Santa Barbara, Aug. 12. 
David O. Selznick’s summer stock 
at the Lobero is going in for five 
weeks of autumnal felthat if the 








Gotta Draw Pitchers to 


Make ’Em Unnerstand 
Guv’s Spa Clampdoxn 


Talent bookers wisecrack that 
some of the guys whorun the casinos 





strawhat receipts keep up within a. 
reasonable distance of those estab- 
lished by ‘Anna Christie.” Second 
summer show, ‘Lottie Dufidass,’ an 
original, opens Thursday (14) with 
Geraldine Fitzgerald in the top role. 

Idea is to start the fall season 


in Saratoga, or elsewhere, can hardly 
read the Racing Form, much less 
the N. Y. Times, and any news of a 


clampdown at the Saratoga Spa is 
so much braille. Anyway, whether 
the authorities observe the letter 


+ titich director reve: ‘ed an hic 
enh snes competion, : pian 
arrival in ew —_ OE SE LE, OY CTI le” ANY 


around Sept. 8 with new plays. and spirit of Gov. Lehman’s clamp- 


down order, the talent commitments 
stand. In fact, the joints are after 
‘GOOD PUBLICITY’ bigger names. 
As has happened in former years, 
Film Industry's Good-Humored Re- | When the open-sesame no longer ob- 
action to Saroyan’s Ad | tains, there are ways of sneaking 
| Casino activities. 

| However, since its Aug. 25 pre- 

| 

| 














Reaction of film studios to Wil- 
liam Saroyan’s full-page ad in last 
week’s Variety Offering 
rights for free to his play, ‘The 
Time of Your Life,” was a good- 
humored_ brushoff, predicated on 
the playwright’s penchant for pub- 


season debut, Saratoga has been 
wide-open and enjoying lush times. 





screen 


Millionaire Extra Dies 
In Film Cavalry Charge 








licity. ‘If we wanted it we would 

have bought it long ago, while it 

was still on Broadway, one exec Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

observed. | Jack Budlong, 28, known as the 
Saroyan’s terms were that ‘every- | ‘millionaire film extra,’ died Aug. 5 

body connected with the picture—)} jn Hollywood as a result of injuries 


including the studio-—its equipment| received in an accident on the 
and executives—shall donate free of | Warners ranch near Calabasas. In 
charge his time, talent or technical | a Civil War cavalry charge, Budlong 
services. He proposed that the! was thrown from his horse and im- 
proceeds go to ‘National Defense. | paled on his own saber. 

Studio rejoinder was thatit wouldbe| Heir to the estate of Milton John 
a lot easier and safer to make a | Budlong, pioneer auto manufacturer, 
direct donation of the coin risked.| young Budlong was a fine horse- 
some hundreds of thousands of dol- | man and played extra roles for the 
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A number of studios at various, and sister. 
times have had writers’ prepare ae 
treatments of ‘Life.’ None of them, , 
however, ever turned out Satisfac- Ra!ph Holmes in RCAF 


torily, which is why the play was 
never bought. It’s too completely a 
character study and not enough of 
a plotted story for films, from the Enlistment of Ralph Holmes, legit 


studio's viewpoint. | actor-husband of Libby Holman, in 
Pat Duggan, Saroyan’s agent,/the Royal Canadian Air Force has 
claims nevertheless to have turned | been announced here by his father, 
down offers of $30,000 while the/ stage actor Taylor Holmes. Phillips 
play was still on Broadway. | Holmes, another son, is also on the 
“ | Stage. 
9 ° y | The elder Holmes made the an- 
J. Barrymore S Solid Y €ar | nouncement in a radio talk here dur- 


Of Kibitzing Rudy Vallee | i@ © Past week. 


John Barrymore rounds out a full | Ethel Waters in Tune Pic 
year on Rudy Vallee’s Sealtest spon- Holl d, Aug. 12 
ollywood, Aug. lé. 


sored program with his renewal for 

an additional 13 weeks, which be- Ethel Waters, star of the stage 

gins tomorrow night (Thurs.). Bar- | show, ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ is set 

rymore joined the show Oct. 17 last | for one of the featured spots in 
the musical picture, ‘Syncopation,’ 


year. 
His brother, Lionel, makes his | Pag) He ne a 
fourth ; n, ; I s, 
3 GUE snot on the shew Aug is being produced and directed by 


21. William Dieterle. 





Atlantic City, Aug. ‘12. 




















Resumes in ‘Mamba’ 
San Francisco, Aug. 12. 
Ethel Waters, solid click here re- 
cently in ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ plays 


Endor’s Bank Acct. 


Chick Endor is still critically ill 
in St. Francis hospital, Miami, and 
friends are continuing to raise coin|a return date at the Curran the- 
for him, but Irving Trust Co. adver- | atre in October in ‘Tdamba’s Daugh- 
tisements in the N. Y. dailies this | ters. House will switch from its 
week indicate Endor has an un- | usual Monday to a Sunday night 
tlaimed bank account in Irving | opening Aug. 21 to bring in ‘Heliza- 





wee: 


3 we ==" ses ae 2 » 2 thor ; 


New York, and John Whittaker, Chi- 
cago war correspondent. Whittaker 
passed, in the air, Walter B. Kerr, 
Jr., New York Herald Tribune for- 


(Continued on page 63) 


and almost two inches taller than; Alfred Duff Cooper, former British 
she was in her last picture, started |Cabinet member now enroute to 
work in ‘Kathleen’ at Metro. | Singapore on a high governmental 
Herbert Marshall and Laraine Day | coordination mission, Lady Diana 

, share top brackets. | Manners. flew into. the Airport-on- 


Trust. Bank stated Endor’s last} poppin,’ topped by Billy House and 
known N. Y. address was 175 West | Eddie Garr. 

8ist street. ; Still undated, but on the coming 
Size of the bank account is not/} list, is another visit of ‘Tobacro 
given in the ads. Road.’ 
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‘CAN'T RUSH FILM TALENT! 


Comics Good for Kiddies cPnuiTs Wh WARN Q | 


10-minute talk by Rosetta Frank, chairman of the book and radio com- H f uy 7 \N f | 


mittee of the Child Study Association, on ‘Your Child and the Comics.’ 











Heavy Wampum for Original Yarns: 
Film Studios Veer From War Pieces 














,’ 
Pointing out ‘there must be a reason almost all children love the 1 ; 
comics and practically devour them,’ Miss Frank said psychologists | Checking Air Travel Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
hold them ‘definitely a safety valve.’ In the comics—throughout the Many Examples Shown of With the purchase by Metro of t 
address, Miss Frank seemed to be talking more about comic books than ‘Woman of the Year’ for $100,000 } 
the ‘funnies’—youngsters find an outlet for their ‘pentup emotions’ and Present Stellar Performers. Air commuters between Holly- from Ring Lardner, Jr., and Michael 
the general ‘breaking down of the restrictions of civilized life.’ Chil- Who Were Once Giventhe| “°°? = omye 4 Lag ya being Kanin, and Universal's buy, for : 
dren’s life today ‘gives them all too little chance for adventure of their ae Vaudevill queried these Gays to determine | $30,000, of sBoy Wonder’ from Paul ‘ 
own.’ The comics are a vicarious enjoyment of adventure. o-By— Vaudeville as; whether their cross-country trips | Jarrico an 


Richard Collins, atten- 
tion is being focused here on orig- 
inal stories. 


Too, they are in line with the folklore of all peoples: the tall tales 
of giants, heroic figures. etc. While children like pure fairy tales, they 
also obtain enjoyment from the comics. Books of the latter, Miss 


are for business or pleasure. 


Business of handing out ques- 


| 
| 
Source Recalled | 
| tionnaire slips began July 31 on 
| 
| 
| 
j 


eS ee 








. . : ; . gerne Young Lardner and Kanin, of ' 
Frank aap se Me = — of 7 ewe: a gee carga LOOK TO RADIO . ane rage ad er course, had Katharine Hepburn’s : 
printing, some being better than others. Just as youngsters of her day ea is to check travel trends j/help in peddling their original to 
read paper-covered dime novels, verboten though they were, so today to determine what percentage of Metro. The actress liked the story, 
youngsters take to the comics. ‘Superman’ was the only one specifically 


civilian air commutation may be 


piece entirely on their own. 

Because of the war and the conse- 
quent outpouring of war stories into 
magazines and books, there is a 
shortage here of original yarns that 
can be adapted for the screen. Since 
January the major studios have 
bought only 37 books, 20 mag stories 
and 25 plays. 

Paramount seems to be building 7 


VARIETY recently, 
pany talent execs in New York— 
who are largely responsible for 
digging up the new faces—thinking 
on another tack. They point to the 
alarming number of celluloid 
neophytes in the past few years who 
have been pushed to feature billing 
but seem to lack the whatever-it- 
takes to go beyond that and become 


of many parents, seldom harmed children. Those who read them and has major com- | 
never develop a fondness for finer literature, would not have been 


general readers, regardless. 


Radio and Records Springboard To 


: ‘ wanted to play in it and agreed to 
mentioned by Miss Frank, and that in passing. Librarians had ex- | Hollywood's: success in the Past | essential under possible war con- do so if the studio would buy. Jar- ik 
pressed the opinion comics were often a ‘bridge’ io the reading of year in building up valuable wt ditions and how many planes rico and Collins, however, sold their 
other and better books. Miss Frank thought comics, despite the fears |ffom new faces, as outlined in| each company could spare should | 


| the occasion arise. 


Equity Rules U. 8. Actors 
Piaying Canada Must Not 
Take Exchange Rate Loss 














Films; Also Works the Other Way 


+ 
— 





Seeing Nellie Home 


fertile field for film talent scouts, 


real b.o. draws. 


They name any number of players | } 4 ; ; 
| Playing in stock in Toronto, Equity 
them have been/!has adopted a rule that performers 
nursed to that point by expenditure | trom this side of the border appear- 


so-far-and-no-farther 
Most of 


in the 
gory. 


cate- 





Acting on complaints from actors 


up the biggest story reserve and has 
purchased nine novels, three short 
stories, five plays and 46 originals. 

Metro purchased five plays, four 
short stories, four books and 16 
original yarns. 20th-Fox has gone 
much longer on everything but orig- 


of plenty of coin and much hard | jng in Canada must be paid in Amer- 
work, only to fail to develop into 








; | 
Records and radio have proved * 



























































: 5s ek ace ican money, or its equivalent. An (Continued on page 25) ; 
and just as beneficial to artists from | Hollywood, Aug. 12. surefire grossers who can be de-| overage in the rate of exchange | (eviaiitptiaiocettonasinaittl 
these mediums after pictures have John Barrymore and Rudy pended upon to carry a film. _ | charged the complainants cant 
given an additional boost to their | Vallee are communing about a Reason talent men see for this | brought out. Actors claimed it cost | LOUIS RYDELL BACK AS ; 
name values. But to work out suc-| ¢0-Starring picture, titled ‘Per- |failure is the lack of a place—like | them 18% or more to change Cana- | ; 
; cocehelias sand tae dhaeniel wien sonal Escort. vaude—for picture talent to mature. |qjan dollars into U. S. currency. | VARIETY” ADY. MGR. ¢ 
the screen vehicle in which they | Richard Himber, orchestra After all, we start scouting them | Banking sources say that the rate of | i 
made their celluloid bow and the leader, and Mel Ronson, are do- as soon as they hit Walgreen's. How exchange has been pegged at 11% in| ; 
manner in which they are handled| "8 4 screen treatment, |can they be expected to develop?’ | Canada and checks are exchangeable} 7 nis Rydell returns to Varierr } 
in subsequent pictures. Numbered remarked one of the booners, refer- | jn New York at 10%%. | next mater’ in the capacity of adver- ' 
’ ; — attic lring to the drugstore at Broadway | or? ; te . ihe ' § 
among the betier theatre boxoffice end €6th strant which ‘has tee Recently returned showmen ex-/|tising manager, the position he for- f 
draws presently are many who were ‘John Chas. Thomas Won’ t lhe 1 Street which fas become | plain that if Americans apply for a| ‘ly held for 15 years 
: |headquarters for unemployed and j j merly ne a fo yea 3 
brought into pictures from either : , : : | permit they are allowed to take} Executive personnel on Variety is ' 
records or radio, maintaining a “Open the Show Even woul wo ee em of them just | money back earned in Canada and Abel Green. editor: Harold Erichs, 
steady popularity over a span of Be “2 a ai sood old davs’ the | ‘Me,11% rate applies. Explained that | business manager, and John C. Flinn, ‘ 
years in all three media, each of 0 R di P ram wae Ried + gra ; a © | undercover money changers charge! general manager. 
which has aided the others in the n a a 10 rog am) on santas on peg © 15% and more and apparently actors | - winnie t 
rating. = ae ss have been patronizing that ilk. Or-| oF 4) 
Among examples of the past year | A time-honored ‘billing’ squabbl e | dinarily persons coming to U. S. | B G Sm h N Wk D | i 
or two who have been presented in | eee eee sh harles | are not permitted to bring more than; 4&* We it S ew ea 
supposedly caused John Charles $20 eact ag eet ergy ot? 
& screen-wise manner, one of the | Thomas to bow out of last week’s | | Get passages oe ene F —_ al ae ie j 
best is Kay Kyser. The bandmaster | ‘Dollars for Defense’ (Texaco) show | oe ; Hollywood, Aug. 12 ; 
and his musical crew were nabbed | under government auspices, and | Examples were cited that actors| Paul Gerard Smith, longtime film i 
by RKO during the peak of his air | Lansing Hatfield, another concert | t mies 0 e | engaged at $100 per week discovered | writer, has been given a director- 
(Continued on page 62) singer, to substitute. Format of the | | their pay to be nearer $80 American, | writer contract at Warners. 
- ———_________— sa S. Treasury Bond and Stamps | If tne show management elects to| He's awaiting his first assignment, f 
| harity show always has the plat- | ° pay the actor Canadian dollars the | a Pe Eee oe : 
ROCHESTER BUILDING form chirpers opening, and_ thus uit eC S pay will approximate $120 under the ] gets BE On se =| 
| building up to the comedy finale. new Equity rule, unless the matter 
Thomas felt that his stature as an is clarified. Alternative is to offer ||| : 
UP HIS RACING STABLE artist forfeited any opening-of-the- such actors $80 and pay off approxi- 1] i 
show groove. mately $100 Canadian. Last season | | nite Se 
eee a, eee Investigation of charges made | the matter of paying salaries to casts | 1 pases fhamyr yo 
Eddie (Rochester) Anderson, col- Ry (ee er more than a year ago that half a! of ing shows was dily ad-||| FOUNDED BY SIME Sits VERMAN | : 
ls oi at miele » | OF touring shows was readily aG-)|) published Weekly by VARIETY, Ine. | 
PE IA BY Sig ee PAE Sse ha by (1 (1(-1) pmmnali naa © he a SL See SA - Se lee were se os Dartie. |! re lt A ata BE p| en, Gt 
Hipp, Baltimore, is acquiring him- la {ar Reds, or leaning that way, ‘3S | American and part Canadian dollars, | || (54 West 46 w vork, Nf. 5 
self a mae ‘ : ae as dite | been stymied for an_ indefinite | absorbing the rate of exchange dif-| | SURSCRIPTION SS 
a rather extensive racing stable. ae icmonmiie a : wie on |e : saler wm | SSCR i 
; : . got | Attractions 1 in Mex City period. Changed status of Russia as | ference for the show’s share. 1 ee eel; rep tak ee f 
At the annual Yearling sales at Sara- | | Hitler’s newest opronent and U. S. scnichicualisieietapieescitiibiihiii 3 I Il Single Covies....««<. 4... 25 Cents | 
toga last week, Rochester bought | | support of the Soviet is one reason. I nsdaeinteninnabapedanietian nttiomeomesesinia | 
1 four horses to add to the two he} Mexico City, Aug. 12. | Stated with some authority early in ‘FEW PEOPLE KNOW HOW | Vol. 1423 ot No. 10} ; 
already has stabled on the Coast. Ex-King Carol and Mme. Lupescu| June that a sub-committee would be | | - — ms | 
Before coming east for the stage | are added, unbilled attractions when | assigned by Rep. Martin Dies, who OB 0G | ——— =e 
tour, Rochester notified Music Corp.| they attend the grand opera by the| is investigating un-Americanism, to TO LOVE’: NOT AUT | | INDEX | 
of America that he must not be/current Mexican company at the! clear up the Equity situation. 1 RE RG. IA Rs Ae 57 
dated for the week that the hoss| Palace of Fine Arts (National The-| Since that time investigators for i eas 1 
; Budapest, July.17. ||| Chatter ..........+-seceeees 61 | 
| sales were on at the Spa. atre). the Dies committee have not been uda} = ; : 
So far as is known, Rochester is The first time they attended they | (Continued on page 25) Hungary's three front-page legit! || Coin Machines........+++++: 00 | 
the onlv soleved sees. dhalie earner. were a little late. The audience stood | ——- — - actresses have been bitten by the'|| Concert Lo + ie 46 |i 
Closest | parallel is heavyweight | UP and applauded as the royal couple ‘ literary bug simultaneously. Lily Beoloitation ..:.s:svsccesee 16 ‘4 
champ Joe Louis, but the latter is | took their places in a box. It was all Axis (Also the Reds | Murati Maria Mezey and Catherine sities: encitiens 8 } 
only breeding blooded stock, chiefly | of five minutes before the ovation | Karady, best-known three among the | || Se ee eee oe 
polo por es ‘oo his Michi m fare subsided F Ti ) W t d younger dramatic generation, have||| Forum ..........sseeeeeeees 63 | 
11es, s . O¢ . ‘ e Siu ° 3 , | 
Louis also has plans for om extensive The Palace’s management had ar- or a me an e published books aiming at the best- House Revie 24 | 
— “me ‘ ; | range ; armes . seller list iii = 
ranch in Arizona. ranged for 20 gendarmes to be on | ° U S S F f | Fmpigd@—Leeit ..ccccccusssua 8 |) 
omens a | hand every time the Ex-King & Co. KX ON VU. vo. tri QS Misses Mezey'’s and Karady’s ef-| iain teil 59 | 
|attend. But the guard has been re-| 0 forts are frankly autobiographical, | side— Musi Pavenbed ees? ' 
Wilh Shi ‘ 5 auced to two, 1 te reported Wet : vane |while Miss Murati has written a||| Inside—Orchestras ......... 48 
1 lam rer $ ponsor Carol let it be known that he doesn’ t | American new sreel pictures of | novel. ‘Few People Know How to | Inside—Radio pieen ie Sie ot 41 
care for ostentation and that he likes| the rioting and other trouble at war |y (12° and is working on her second. | | International News........-.. 20 
tt d th e opera without fuss or | industry plants on the Pacific Coast | eS ee, ee ee SN | i] . oe m2 
General Food ill use William L. | to aeeers ’ P ht by Russ d | (ac. Saree error rere ee 60 
SI sw S feathers |have been sought by Russian an iter t 
virer, CBS’ former Berlin cor- | -" J A ernment reps, who have || sthte 53 
apanese government reps, V TART T.4 Legitimate ..csccccccecsesce 
respondent, to plug Sanka coffee | 'offered big sums in American dol- FRANK FAY s SOc | Music 52 
Sundays on that same network, It | AST |lars on the line in order to cop| i | rr reree rere ey 2 
will be the 5:45-6 p.m. niche. | Mii LTON BERLE TO co | the: se unfavorable action scenes on — be — — macsorty | Might Clubs. :iisisdctovestus 54 
ic is 7. J |; an eenan Wynn Also on Tums light Ciul Se ee: 
Young ‘& Rubicam is the agency | will Emcee Sraseure Show—Due for, 'the U. S. domestic front. In the in- ee ||) Night Ciub Reviev 
} Another Fox Film |terim, Russia no longer is seeking} il Obituary . 62 
Picture Chore Also | ae |such materials, —— now fighting | Tums grt rage will age CRCHOBTES. 6 cae ceawscdeedeva 48 
| itla n uUu } fk > as source alf-hour farie snow heade j > Pe 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. Milton Berle closes at the Chez| Hitler and with the U.S. as a source | ha ee nr ee 5 gy ee Pere peer 4 
i ; . of war supplies. | Frank Fay on the NBC-Red Oct. 4 adic 36 
Erich Pommer, producer of ‘Pas-| Paree, Chicago, Aug. 16 and heads) Foo he co eral attitude of the|I!'s the Saturday 10:30-11 p.m. spot.||| Ragio Mackets 42 
sage from Bordeaux’ at RKO, signed | for the Coast immediately, where he ae See gener aparece ot Se cet thy ah ed " dR «i S: iter’s| HOGiO MESINOS icésucet cones 42 
he Dollars for Defense | film business has been not to seil| Cast will inciude Harry alter’s | Radio Reviews..... o> ae 
William L. Shirer, author of ‘Berlin| will emcee the Dollars such clips, when obviously they | orchestra, Bob Hannon, vocalist, and| “ 
Diary,’ to writ 1 material on | (U. S. Treasury Dept.) radio show|SUCD CIiIps, n te ee ae ee ee ed — Vaudeville ...... cnessensace Wm 
> wae apecia = { h suing Wednesday (20) over would be used as propaganda to give | George Haggerty and Keenan Wynn, 
wartime impressions of France wal the ensuing ¥s a distorted picture of U. S. preparing | as stooges. 








IY VAKIF 
inclusion into the screenplay. CBS. th bt 








Film stars Lucille Ball, with| He has been granted a deferment) for national defense, reported that) Horace Heidt will continue for the | ON ee 
Robert Stevenson directing from a| of a 20th-Fox film call until the radio | S°M« outfit sold a clip of Roose-| same account in the Tuesday 8:30-9| $10 a year—fiz foreign 





story by Budd Schulberg. | show gets out of the way. (Continued on page 23) | p.m. period on the NBC-Red. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 13, 1941 





AMUSEMENT FIRST 


‘Advanced and subtle Nazi techniques of propaganda are being used by 
opponents of the film industry in their effort to discredit motion pictures 
and gain control of the screen. Even as the Nazi propagandists in Ger- 
many sought to circumvent the use of ‘V’ for Victory, by giving the mark 
a Hitler significance, similarly advocates of a ‘controlled screen’ are mak- 
ing use dishonestly of certain passages in a recent press release issued 
by Will H. Hays. 

The ulterior purpose is to attribute to Hays that he was addressing the 
moon picture industry when he declared: : 

‘Those who demand that the screen subordinate its wholesome func- 
tion of recreation for any cause, however sincere, are sadly mistaken, 

Significance is not achieved at the erpense of entertainment. 

‘There are those who would use the screen to bemuse rather than to 
amuse the American public. 
‘The screen has no room for such propaganda.’ , 

It is in the record that Hays has persistently enunciated the principle 
that the screen must guard itself against outside extremist groups. 

That the issues raised by Senators Wheeler and Nye may be debated 
on their merits. and not be confused by unfair distortion of statements, 
Variery reprints the following brief extracts from annual reports issued 
by Hays during the past four years. He said: 

‘Kree From Propaganda’ 





In 1938: 

‘In a period in which propaganda has largely reduced the artistic and 
entertainment validity of the screen in many other countries, it is pleasant 
to report that American motion pictures continue to be free from any but 
the highest possible entertainment purpose. The industry has resisted 
and must continue to resist the lure of propaganda in that sinister sense 
persistently urged upon it by extremist groups. 
entertainment screen is to entertain by whatever wholesome theme or 
treatment. writers, artists and dramatists can create. ... The distinction 
between motion pictures with a message and self-serving propaganda is 
one determinable only through the processes of common sense. 

‘Splendid Entertainment, Rather Than Propaganda’ 

In 1939: 

‘In a pericd of great tension in world affairs the conflict of opinion, 
however, as between those who would preserve the motion picture theatre 
as a center of popular recreation and those who would exercise the social 
import of the art was more often apparently than real. The increasing 
number of pictures produced by the industry which treat honestly and 
dramatically many current themes proves that there is nothing incom- 
patible between the best interests of the boxoffice and the kind of enter- 
tainment that raises the level of audience appreciation, whatever the sub- 
ject treated... . The fact that the screen has handled successfully themes 
of contemporary thought in dramatic and vivid form and presented the 
subject matter as splendid entertainment, rather than propaganda, proves 
how much it can do today, and how much more it can do tomorrow.’ 

‘Only Through Newsreels’ 

In 1940: 

‘In applying the yardstick of social values to motion picture progress, 
those who write the history of our times are not likely to ignore the con- 
tributions of the films in exposing the tragedy of war to the youth of our 
country. The answer as to whether certain war pictures produced by the 
industry ‘glorified’ war or laid bare its horrors lies in the fact that the 

ressure of youth in our own country is towards peace, not involvement. 

he romance of war has been punctured. Only the screen through news- 
reels and dramatic films can picture war as it is with sufficient vividness 
to impress the mind of youth.’ 
‘Function of Entertainment’ 

In 1941: 

‘But the function of entertainment is even greater than recreation, Our 
pictures—newsreels, shorts and features—aid invaluably in maintaining 
National morale, both in the armed services and within the ranks of the 
vast body of civilian workers. Much of our entertainment must supply 
not only relaxation, rest and renewed vitality, but faith and confidence in 
our future in inspiration for the difficult days ahead.’ 


Roundup Shows the Nation's Press 
Surprisingly Partial to Film Biz 








With surprising unanimity, the 
Mewspaper press of the country has 
sprung to the defense of the motion 
picture industry in the controversy 


crowd? According to conserva- 
tive estimates. Mr. Willkie’s 
audience on this occasion num- 
bered 18,000. 


inaugurated by Senators Wheeler But the Senator prefers his 
and 2 and their charges that films gson’s accounting. ‘Talk about 

7 tee ae 5 3 OR OE Rare TDR. YOR. Oe | =~ + oe 
SPO WAT TONES te cuerGion, le erxcainca, awn 


Coincidental with Wheeler's de- 
nunciation of the industry in a re- 
cent speech before the U. S. Senate, 
and Nye’s coast-to-coast broadcast 
alleging unpatriotic motives to in- 
dustry leaders, the press has com- 
mented liberally on the definition of 


about subversive propaganda!... 
He (Wendell Willkie) is pushing 
the President. He and his little 
clique of Wall Street bankers, 
together with the motion-picture 
industry, are trying to stir up 
sentiment to take us into war.’ 


the industry’s position, in the na- : bn 
: - = ; It is a bit sad, is it not, to wit- 

tional defense emergency, as out- : : 

: ate ness such an emotional dis- 

lined by Will HM. Hays. integration of a once respectabl 
Variery publishes herewith ex- : : icine 


; g and robust mentality? 
gerpts from editorials from leading ' + ie 
ailies . Payee 
é Wheeler and ‘Sergeant York’ 
Wheeler Charges Coercion 





New York Daily News 

New York Herald Tribune . a 
Senator Burton K. Wheeler 

The note of hysteria with ; 

2 . | (D-Mont) has been cutting him- 

every day becomes more appar- uate toves po f blicit 
* : arge pieces oO JUDLICILY In 
ent in Senator Wheeler’s attacks i E on 


: : recent days 
upon the Administration’s poli- . 


cies in defense of the nation. In Day before yesterday, Wheeler 
the Senate on Thursday, for in- got the floor in the Senate to 
gtance...what. was his theme? ask a question, and held it for 
It was that the motion picture some 40 minutes. In this time 


he delivered himself of sundry 
remarks on propaganda for war 
as now practiced in this country. 
Especially he accused the mov- 
ing picture industry of putting 
out a lot of such propaganda. 
There is something in what 
Wheeler says. It is a fact that 
Hollywood in recent years has 
favored the public with numer- 
ous films depicting the horrors 
of life in Nazi Germany... 
There is nothing new about all 
this, though. It’s happened be- 
fore...when we entered World 


industry had joined forces with 
the ‘warmongers.’ 
The basis for this charge was 
a Jener from the Senator’s son 
in Hollywood who happens to 
be a lawyer but who appears to 
fancy himself as a reporter. The 
eon wrote the father that the 
meeting at the Hollywood Bowl 
waddressed by Wendell Willkie 
ewas anything but the success 
alaimed by it by the newspaper- 
gmen in attendance. ‘The studios 
‘formed parades to the Holly- 
avood Bowl. Orders went out to 


the employees to participate... War No. 1... 
A popular film star was master After the war, the movies 
of ceremonies. There were other went in heavily for anti-war 


prominent film stars on the plat- 
form. In fact, they had every- 
thing but e crowd.” What is a 


propaganda—‘What Price Glory,’ 
‘All Quiet on the Western Front,’ 
(Continued on page 34) 








The function of the} 


THEATRE DIV.S 
$1,500,000 USO 
QUOTA 


Many top officials and keymen in 
\the film industry currently in New 
York attended the luncheon tendered 
|vesterday (Tuesday) by W. G. Van 
|Schmus, managing director of Radio 
City Music Hall, in honor of Joseph 
| Bernhard, chairman of the Motion 
| Picture Theatre drive of the United 
|Service Organizations campaign. 
| Luncheon was held to outline plans 
for the USO theatre week which be- 
'gins on Labor Day. Van Schmus is 
| exhibitor co-chairman of the N. Y. 
| city committee on the drive. 


Bernhard announced at yesterday's 
| luncheon that the quota for the thea- 
tre division of the industry’s drive is 
| $1,500,000, and that while $10,000,000 
|had been raised already in the gen- 
eral drive, the addition of more men 











|in various camps has developed need | 


for more facilities; hence additional 
money. 

He explained that with the 2,300 
independent theatres signed to par- 
ticipate in the drive, there are now 
4,000 pledged with close to 8,000 ex- 
pected by the end of next week. 
Campaign managers think at least 
12,000 houses will be pledged by the 
time the drive opens. If there are 
not enough employes on _ theatre 
staffs to efficiently make collections, 
|it was stated that the USO would 
| provide enough employes to help. 
There are 674 theatres in Greater 
|New York signatured for the drive, 
| it was stated at the luncheon, with 
| $217,000 already pledged in this area. 
A. P. Waxman, who heads publicity 
|for the campaign, explained various 
| details including how the 400-foot 
| USO trailer could be spotted most 
| effectively. 





WB’s Donation 

Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

Warners’ coast theatres 

turned over all scenery and back- 

|stage equipment, idle for several 

| years since stage shows were discon- 

tinued, for entertainment of soldiers 

under the auspices of United Ser- 
vice Organizations. 

Six army trucks moved equipment 





| 


the entertainment centre at Camp 
Roberts. Scenery from WB Down- 
town goes to Camp Haan, and props 
from Warner houses in San Pedro 
and Huntington Park go to Fort Mac- 
Arthur. 





L. A. TON. Y. 


Jack Allison. 
Edgar Bergen. 
Frank Capra. 
Eddie Cantor. 
Peggy Carroll. 
Art Carter. 
George Dembow. 
Phil Epstein. 
a ares 
Alice Faye. 
Frank Gaby. 
Tom Harrington. 
Jack Kapp. 
Helen Kirk. 
Jack Lait. 

Cleo Manning. 
Charles Miller. 
Bill Moore. 
Harry Moritz. 
Meurice Neilson. 
Edmond O’Brien. 
Mrs. Ben Piazza. 
C. C. Pettijohn. 
Joe Quillan. 
Tucker. 
J. Yates. 











mes 








Sophie 
Herbert 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Leda Bauer. 
Norman Corwin. 
Michael Curtiz. 
Sid Davidson. 
Alexander Korda. 
Peg La Centra. 
Sol Lesser. 

Joe O’Brien. 
Tyrone Power. 
N. Peter Rathvon. 
Paul Stewart. 
Carey Wilson. 


| 
| 
} 





SAILINGS 


Aug. 7 (Los Angeles to Honolulu), 
K. K. Chang (Lurtine). 
Aug. 9 (Caribbean cruise), Mr. and 


Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Josephy 
tigua ). 





have | 


from Warners’ Hollywood theatre to | 


Mrs. Alfred J. McCosker (Kungs- 
holm). 
Aug. 8 (New York to Carracas) 


(An- 


























the U. S. Senate in a series of hear- 
ings before a sub-committee of the 
Senate interstate commerce com- 
mittee. Authorization for prelimi- 
nary investigation of alleged pressure 
propagandizing both in films and 
radio was contained in a resolution 
introduced by Senator Bennett Clark 
of Mo. Hearings have been sched- 
uled to start on Sept. 9. 
Committee 

In the conferences held in New 
York during the past week, a steer- 
ing committee was selected con- 
sisting of Austin C. Keough, of Para- 
mount; J. Robert Rubin, of Loew’s, 
Inc., and Joseph H. Hazen, of War- 
ners. On the West Coast, discus- 
sions have been conducted by Y. 
Frank Freeman, chief of the Para- 
mount studio. Will H. Hays, pres- 
ident of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors of “America, 
Inc., has participated in outlining 





|; a course of procedure. 
Efforts to postpone the date of 
the Washington hearings beyond 


| Sept. 3, which was set originally, 
were successful. Membership of the 
committee, which is empowered to 
subpoena witnesses, includes Sena- 
tors D. Worth Clark. of Idaho, 
chairman; Homer T. Bone, Wash.; 
Ernest W. MacFarland, Ariz., Demo- 
cratic members, and Charles W. 
Tobey, N. H.. and C. Wayland 
Brooks, Ill., both Republicans. Bur- 
ton K. Wheeler, leading isolationist, 
is chairman of the Interstate Com- 
merce Committee. 

Such intimations as have come 
from Washington as to the scope of 
‘the investigation have prompted the 
belief here that because of the 
| broad powers under which the leg- 
islative group is authorized, inquiry 
|into the industry activities will go 
|far beyond examination of films 
|which are being shown on _ the 
| screen, in many instances at the be- 
| hest of dominant administration de- 
| partments. 

Quiz Radio and Pix 

The Senate sub-committee on Mon- 
|day (11) is said to have instructed 
| its clerical staff to prepare a ques- 
| tionnaire to be sent to all broadcast- 
|ing units, including the leading net- 
works, requiring a report of all de- 
fense speeches and text during the 
past 18 months. On the same prem- 
ise, it is presumed that somewhat 
| Similar guestionnaires will be di- 
rected to the various film companies 
afor comparable details and descrip- 
tions of films. 


Many of the film features which 
| were named by Senator Nye as 
‘strictly propaganda for war’ pic- 
tures, were adaptations from plays 
and popular novels. 

On the record of the films dis- 
tributed, included the large number 
of short reels prepared by the Army, 
| Navy, Treasury Department, Housing 
Administration and other Govern- 
ment agencies, the industry is re- 
ported to be quite confident of the 
showing. A secondary grouping of 
films limited strictly to pictures 
made under Government supervision 
Land to be 
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enlisted and drafted 
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per- 


concern, however, is 


Hollywood executives and_ talent 
representatives who are alleged 
various times to have been identified 
'with anti-Nazi and anti-Communist 
| groups. It reported that the in- 
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Films to Fight Nye Slurs 


Continued from page }t 
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| Wheeler-Nye group to aid in the con- | 


i templated examination, 


There is also‘said to be in the} 
| hands of the isolationists advance 
jproofs of ‘The Red Decade,’ new | 
ibook by Eugene Lyons, a substan- 


ltial section of which is devoted to 
| political activities of Hollywood per- 
sonalities. , 

There exists wide differences of 
opinion as to the procedure of the 
industry prior to the Washington 
hearings. Under’ discussion have 
been proposals to appeal directly to 
the public by a broadcast which will 


clarify the industry’s side of the 
controversy. Offer by Harry M. 
Warner, personally, to defray the 


,costs of a coast-to-coast hookup is 
reported to have been made by his 
representatives here. 

Another suggestion was that a 
group of film officials, including sev- 
eral mentioned by Senator Nye in 
his St. Louis speech, should take to 
the air in a roundtable discussion of 
the issues. For the moment, nothing 
definite has been decided, the pre- 
vailing opinion being that the all- 
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important presentation of the indus- 
try must await the committee hear- 
ing in Washington on Sept. 9. 
Despite the discouraging prospect 
of having to face inquiry into pa- 
triotic motives of film industry lead- 
ers, it was resolved during the past 
week that efforts of the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Division of the U. S. O. 
drive will be re-doubled. W.G. Van 
Schmus, managing director of Radio 
City Music Hall, was host yesterday 
(Tues.) at a luncheon for Joseph 
Bernhard, chairman of the drive, at 
which several industry spokesmen 
pledged extended cooperation with 
the purposes of the committee. It 
is planned to show films and make 
collections in thousands of theatres 
during the week commencing Sept. 1. 


In the meetings of the steering 
committee organizing for the Wash- 
ington hearings, extreme satisfaction 
was expressed at the record of the 
film industry since the formation last 
summer of the Committee to Co- 
operate in National Defense. Chair- 
man of this important group is 
George J. Schaefer, president of 
RKO. Direction of the activities of 
the body, which consists of an ad- 
visory group that includes the heads 
of all important corporations and 
industry trade bodies, has been han- 
dled by Francis Harmon, as co- 
ordinator. His records reveal ac- 
knowledgement from half a dozen 
Washington departments and agen- 
cies of valuable aid during the 
present emergency. 

Power to Subpoena 

Not the least disconcerting angle 
of the senate inquiry is power of 
the committee to subpoena witnesses, 
rather than dependence upon vol- 
untary appearances. Furthermore, 
the committee is empowered to ‘sit 
and act’ during the life of the pres- 
ent Congress and longer, if nec- 
essary. 

No intimation has been given as 
yet to whom the committee might 
subpoena to tell of the intimacies 
of the film industry and adminis- 
tration departments and agencies. 


NYE CITES M.0.T. 
SHORT SUBJECT 








Washington, Aug. 12. 


That the senate isolationist group 
is grasping at every available ma- 
terial to sustain charges, heretofore 
made by Senators Wheeler and Nye 
that the film industry is propagan- 
dizing for war, was further in- 
dicated when the latter yesterday 
(11) placed in the record a letter 
mailed to motion picture theatres 
over the signature of Louis De 
Rochemont, producer of the ‘March 


|of Time’ films. 


Senator Nye declared: 


‘Much has been said of late re- 


garding motion picture vrovaganda. 
walt “Th “orp epee o. “Se serge “K * 
ruil fle wVelieciie UO tsiVoc ‘ J ible , 


sNavadi, 


want a little warning before they 
see a picture I would like to read 
the word that has gone out regard- 
ing the new issue of the ‘March of 


threatened exploration by the Sen- | Time.’ Under date of July 28, 1941, 
ate sub-committee into activities of | Louis De Rochemont, 120 Broadway, 


New York, one of the producers of 


the ‘March of Time,’ wrote this 
under his letterhead: 

‘The Hitler peace offensive is 
on and lots of well meaning 
people will be taken in by it 
We, at the ‘March of Time,’ are 
not. We know the record of 
Nazi Germany and know that 


Hitler means war, not peace, and 
war against America at the end 


of it all. I have had our staff 
put the whole thing down in 
film, and call it ‘Peace —by 
Adolf Hitler. It will be the 
next issue of the ‘March of 
Time.’ It is not pretty and it 


is no fun to see but in it is the 
essence of what we have been 
saying for years and must say 
again now—stop Hitler. 

‘This film is so vital and 
brutal it will need friends who 
will talk about it to put it across 
to the American people. May I 
count on you? 

‘Sincerely yours, 

‘Louis De Rochemont.” 
‘We are amply warned. The pic- 
ture ‘March of Time’ has airead, 
been released in a few theatres. 
have received no less than a dozen 
letters from persons who have ob- 
served it. They speak of it in just 
the language which its producer 
used. It is brutal to American 
thinking.’ 
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Wall St. Reacts Favorably to Film 
Business Growing Self-Sufficiency 
And Independence From Foreign Mart 





Growing belief in N. Y. financial 
gireles that the film industry is be- 
goming a national self-perpetuating 
business, totally independent of the 
foreign market, this week is reported 
as one of the vital factors responsible 
for the renewal of interest in the 

icture industry by Wall Street. 

hile other factors dovetail into this 
one principal one, the other points 
regarding picture corporation funded 
debts, cash on hand and outlook for 
@ vigorous upturn at the boxoffice 
this fall have been familiar to in- 
vestors and financial men for some 
time. (Film shares again made new 

ighs last week.) 

But the significance of the picture 

usiness completely realigning its 
| eer household so as to be for- 
ever independent of foreign revenues 
is viewed with marked favor both 
from the immediate standpoint as 
well as the long-term outlook. Pros- 

ect of leading major film corpora- 
dons readjusting their budgets, pro- 
duetion and distribution to depend 
strictly on the domestic market is 
_— a ‘must’ by financial men with 


e picture companies, and one to} 


e realized by several companies in 
he immediate future. 


After the War 
Just what such an ideal situation 


will mean to the film business, when | 
is concluded, is | 


the war 
readily discernible to the financial 
district. It would mean, no matter 
how badly dislocated the foreign 
market is (and it is likely to be in 
a slump for years after the war), 
any additional revenue from out- 
side the U. S. domestic boundaries 


and if 


would represent so much more extra | 


gravy. 
Because the film business has a 
big property account and hence has 


large capitalization, it is able to en- | 


Joy a big tax exemption base under 
prevailing U. S. laws. 
regard, industry spokesmen point 
out there is not both the cash drain 
of high taxes aid the outlay for 
lant expansion being experienced 
y many other industries. 

There is no question in the minds 
of high film company executives but 


that the huge additional sums of 
money in circulation now, because 
of national defense expenditures, 


will begin shortly to be reflected at 
the nation’s boxoffices. Some be- 
lieve the first impact will be felt 
early in September while others are 
convinced that the real upturn at the 


time in October or November. 
would run true to form for the film 


business, which is usually six months | 


to a year behind other business re- 
coveries or slumps. 
‘Improved Business’ 

‘This improved business for the- 
atres is one factor,’ said one film 
company financial expert. ‘Still an- 
other potent factor in the new opti- 


mistie attitude towards the picture 
industry is the growing realization 
the principal film companies are in 
such a strong cash position, in re- | 
lation to their funded debt, that in- | 


creased business from one source or 


another is bound to be directly re- 
flected in increased earnings. The | 
picture distributors are situated to 
weather almost any sort of storm, 


and at the same time are so set up 
€s to cash in on any new favorable 
development. 

‘One of these might conceivably be 
the unfreezing of the major portion 
of some $35,000,000 in U.S. film rev- 
enues tied up in Great Britain. The 
Picture companies are seeking 100% 
of revenues, after deduction of op- 
erating expenses in Britain in the 
next 12-month period. And Wash- 
ington is likely to prevail upon the 
British to dislodge the vast sums 
presently tied up. Just what either 
or both actions would mean to the | 
eight major film companies can read- | 
ily be visualized. 

‘Many of the principal old-line | 
Picture companies are in shipshape | 
financially. Loew’s cash on hand is | 
$31,600,000 as compared with $30,593,- 

(Continued on page 34) 


. 
vv 





In this same | 


Acting Down to Instep 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Fracture of a small bone in Bette 
Davis’ left instep caused a delay in 
the shooting of several scenes in 
‘Kings Row’ at Warners. 


Actress broke the bone in a fall 
on the set last week, but the extent 
of the injury was not realized until 
an X-ray was made. 


OPTIMISM ANEW 
IN PIX BIZ, 
B.0. UPBEAT 


lumness that marked the film in- 
dustry during the ‘spring and early 
summer has given way to extreme 
optimism on the part of many execs. 
They point to biz over the past 
Saturday and Sunday as one of the! 
reasons. Despite a midsummer 
weekend during which the weather 
was perfect for a trip to shore or} 














strong. And if it’s that good in| 
August, they remark, what'll it be in 
November! ‘ 


gradually righted itself. Huge de- 
| fense payrolls, which the film indus- 


try feared were being spent every-| producers, 


where but at the boxoffice, 
now 
'ing every prospect of a bullish fall 
and winter. 


THIRD LUBITSCH DEAL 


appear 





WITH KORDA FOR ‘TO BE’ 





Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

‘To Be or Not To Be,’ which Ernst 
Lubitsch will produce and direct, is 
slated for distribution through 
Alexander Korda’s setup, with United | 
Artists. Original idea was to 
lease the picture 
Wanger, but the latter has his hands 
PAY fens et tee B 


and ‘Chevennd’ in prepara- 


| work, 
tion. 

It is the third switch Lubitsch has | 
made in the last few months. First | 
he made a deal with Sol Lesser, who 
had one more picture to deliver to| 
UA but moved over to an executive | 
iob at RKO. Wanger took over the| 
arrangements, now turned over to 
Korda for release on the UA pro- 
gram following his present picture, 


‘Jungle pated 


They Knew Pix When 


vod, Aug. 12 


ion, 


Hollyw 

Two stars of an earlier generat 
Francies X. Bushman and 
Kimball Young, were signed fot 
character roles in ‘Mr. Celebrity’ at 
Producers Releasing Corp. 


same picture. 


Martin Mooney co-produces with 
William Beaudine, who doubles as 
director. 





Revamp 20th Sked 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

To permit the maximum use of 
space on sound stages at 20th-Fox, 
starting dates on three forthcoming 
pictures were shunted around. 
| Filming of ‘Remember the Day’ 
was shoved back from Aug. 18 to 
Sept. 2; ‘Benjamin Blake’ starts the 
'same day, moved ahead from Sept. 
113, and ‘Young America’ is switched 
| from Aug. 11 to Aug. 15. 





to be trickling through, offer-| 


KORDA HANDLING 
NEGOTIATIONS 


Canadian Showman Would 
Expedite Producer-Financ- 
ing Plan Fostered by Kelly 
and Which Silverstone 
Also Favored 








CAPRA COOLED OFF 





Negotiations currently in progress 
between N. L. Nathanson and United 
Artists, it is learned, are with a view 
toward the Canadian theatre circuit 
head putting up the coin for the 
producer-financing unit which UA 
has been mulling for the past six 
months. Alexander Korda has been 
handling the Nathanson tieup for 
UA. He has been in New York from 
the Coast twice during the past few 
weeks and will return again early 
next week for further huddles. 


Former prez of Famous Player- 
Canadian Corp., under the plan be- 
ing discussed, would take no openly 
active part in the affairs of UA, 
which is in line with his denials 
last week that he is thinking of an 
executive post with the company or 
that he will leave Canada. With a 





; ever, 


| 


} 
| 
country, grosses were comparatively | dency. 


| 





re- 
through Walter 


2 Pe Si, ote Sepia vations ape 


| 


| 


| 


Clara | 


It is the | 
‘first time they have been cast in the | 





financial stake in the company, how- 
he naturally anticipates hav- 
ing representation in one form or 
another. He will also have more 
than a casual word in the selection 
| of a man for the now-vacant presi- 
That’s part of the deal. 
Financing unit was a_ project 
which got its start while Murray 
Silverstone was still operating head 


Slump at the b.o. which marked | | of the company and is a pet plan of 
April, May and June is said to have | Arthur 


W. Kelly, present chief. 
With competition among Hollywood 
studios for important-name indie 
UA has felt itself at a 
disadvantage in not being able to 
offer more in the way of financial 
assistance than a good word at the 
bank. New scheme will allow it to 
offer more favorable deals. 
Selznick-Capra? 

Negotiations to bring David O. 
Selznick and Frank Capra into the 
company were subject to a further 
delay when Ed Raftery, of UA coun- 
sel, found it impossible to carry out 
his plan for flying to the Coast over 
the weekend. He’s in Nashville on 
the Crescent anti-trust suit and nov 
figures he’ll have to remain until 
Labor Day. 

Contract-writing has been carried 
on by wire, phone and airmail, but 
has bee on progressing sceriy del There's 
Ay s Len iol: mea CC. =a «+ 
have given up their resolve 10 &UiCK 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Tts a Good Thing 


the First Batch 


Of Decree Pix Are Poor, Sales Exec 





Argues; Hopes tl Pep Up H'wood 


Wilson Pulls ‘Bell’ Cord 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Harold Wilson, assistant to B. G. 
DeSylva at Paramount, is assigned 
as associate producer on the screen 
version of Ernest Hemingway’s 
novel, ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls.’ 
Filming starts Oct. 6 with Sam 
Wood directing. 


GEO. SCHAEFER 
OFFERED NEW 
RKO DEAL 


George J. Schaefer has been 
offered a new five-year pact as RKO 
prexy, but with six-month options, 
it is understood. His present con- 
tract expires at the end of the year 
and the industry has been rife with 
reports that it would not be re- 
newed. 

Lending credence to reports that 
Schaefer will remain at RKO is said 











to be increasing personal friendship ¢ 


between him and Floyd Odlum, head 
of Atlas Corp., which owns a heavy 
chunk $f the company. Odlum has 
been building up his holdings in 
RKO common, and it is said that by 


the end of the year he may be in | 


good position to dictate the choice 
of a new prez. 

Three men are said to have in 
their power now the selection of the 
RKO chieftain. 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and David 
Sarnoff, head of RCA. 


KANE BACK TO LONDON 
FOR 20-FOX WAR FILM 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Robert Kane, 20th-Fox produeer, 
shoves off for Bngland next week 
to shoot ‘This Above AHl,’ a British 
picture in war surroundings. 








During his Hollywood stay, Kane) 


did most of the preliminary work on 
‘My Gal Sal,’ the Theodore Dreiser 


i *raen phout hi r Paul Dresser, 
EB ind: Se Bel dndeciet iio olpan ie nt 
composer or Rip > Qe WIL FUAK DRIDENT ImtAL 


Vir 


Wabash,’ starring Aliee sha 





Link Recent Rose, Steyne Talks With 
Promise of Thawing Brit. Film Coin 


ee 


Despite the fact that neither film 
company foreign officials nor the 
Hays office will shen on the 
U. S. picture — es’ frozen 
money situation in Great Brita n, re- 
port: ‘in the trade persist that favor- 
able developments shortly will be 
forthcoming. Added to these is the 
freely expressed opinion in Wall} 
Street that American picture inter-| 


ests soon will get additional funds 
thawed out from the British jackpot. 

Linked with these reports is the 
fact that David E. Rose, Paramount’s 
managing director in Britain, hud- 
dled at the Hays office last week re- 
garding the frozen coin setup. It’s 
also known that he is hurrying back 
to London sooner than expected so 
as to assist in negotiations and pos- 
sibly transmit fresh information. 
Rose clippered out of New York last 
Saturday (9), and expects to be in 
London early this week. 

Alan Steyne, foreign service offi- 
cer attached to the American em- 
bassy in Lonon, left for England 


| late last month after several confabs 


with film company foreign chiefs in 





| succeeding year. 





N. Y. He is familiar with picture 
company problems sinee he served 
under Joseph P. Kennedy while 


the latter was ambassador to 


Britain. Understood that real strides 
ub equently have been made both 
by the State Dept. and the Hays 
office, working in cooperation with 
its representative in London, F. 
W. Allport, a veteran in the for- 


eign service. 
Solvency 


The line of approach being used | 


by the industry is that the Ameri- 
can film business would not remain 
solvent long if money is continued 
to be frozen solid on the British 
Isles in 


ment between the film companies 
and the British government is that 
either side might petition to reopen 
the prevailing frozen coin pact when 
the status of British credit changed 
materially. Film people, of course, 
cite the lease-lend law as specifically 
altering the British credit situation. 
Where there was a shortage of dol- 
(Continued on page 31) 


They are Odlum, | 


increasing quantities each | 
Provision of agree- | 


Generally mediocre—or worse— 
quality of the pix in the first blocks 
being offered under the consent de- 
cree is one of the greatest breaks 
the industry has ever had the good 
fortune to experience. So opined on 
Monday (11) a top exec in an exe 
cellent spot to view the full range 
of production, distribution and ex- 
hibition. 

His reasoning is simple. Distribs 
are having a tough time selling the 
films. Salesmen are having bad re- 
views and tough talk tossed into 
their faces until they are blue, by 
exhibs who have seen the product 
and know whereof they speak. 

Result ds. that contracts aren't 
coming in the way they were ex- 
pected. One distribution exec ad- 
mitted at a sales meet last week that 
he’s greatly disappointed. He and the 
other sales managers will soon be on 
the phone or face-to-face with pro- 
duction execs of their companies. 
Their messages will be in plain 
Anglo-Saxon words, easy to under- 
stand: 

‘These pictures are lousy. We 
can’t sell them. You've got to make 
| better ones or it’s no use, we'll all 

be out on our ears. Let’s go now.’ 
| Which augurs improved product 
by the time the fourth and fifth and 
later groups come out. No longer 
|can the mistake by somebody’s rela- 
tive be slid in and sold, sight un- 
seen. There'll be heads _ lopped 
aplenty when it’s discovered who 
|makes pictures that sell and who 

No room will exist for the 





doesn’t. 
| Slackers, it’s too easy to check up on 
them, he continued. 

Prospects are that the pictures 
will cost more to make because more 
will have to be put into them. And 
they’ll cost exhibs more. There are 
going to be added numbers of 35 and 
|40 and 50% ers. But they’re going to 
| be worth it. 

Nothing could have been 
this exec declared than had every 
| company turned out a nifty initial 
block of five. Overconfidence would 
| have been rampant. ‘This consent 
| decree selling is a pushover,’ would 
| have been the reaction. And pix 
would have become worse instead of 
better. 
| Trot out the silver 
| that old cloud. 


U.S. RESTS ITS CASE IN 


worse 


lining, Bo, for 





| 
Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 


| The Government rested its case 
yesterday (Mon.) in the conspiracy 
'case against retired U. S. Circuit 
Court Judge J. Warren Davis and 
Morgan S. Kaufman, ex-bankruptcy 
referee, accused in the bribery case 
involving William Fox, one-time film 
agnate 
The final] tness j I l 
O’Connor. foom clerk e Gov- 
ernor Clinton Hotel, who identified 
Judge Davis as the n ho re - 
tered as ‘Herman Go erg’ at e 
hotel last March 17 Fox, who has 
pleaded guilty to handing $27,500 to 
Judge Davis in return for j 
favors, testified earlier that Davi 
ihad called him to the etd 
Clinton to fix up an alibi for the 


money to tell FBI investigators. 
According to Fox, Davis wanted 
ihim to tell the Government that 
$5,000 went to ‘a man named Lewis,’ 
identified as a friend of the judge, 


|in repayment for a loan. Fox said 
'he refused to go along with this 


scheme. William A. Gray, Davis’ 
attorney, said he would prove that 
Judge Davis had actually loaned 


money to ‘Lewis’ and the money was 
later repaid. The defense contends 
that money found in Davis’ bank 
accounts came from this repayment, 

It was the eleventh day of the re- 
trial of the conspiracy case. The 
| original trial last May ended when 
ithe jury was unable to agree. 





El OS eT OT LT TL 8B ED ITER LIF TP 





fe sts 


PERRIN A eer 


Ser ne aggre “ener 


ene ee my 





St NRINBIN PSI pence eee 


ERED YT OT REE 








ee Ree eee sence neem ee oo 


| 
— 
* ee 





} 
| 
. 
| 
{ 





eee ae 








6 PICTURES 





VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 13, 194] 





F. & Ms St. Louis Preference Poll 
Strong for Duals and Vaudfilm 








St. Louis, Aug. 12. 

An overwhelming majority of na- 
tives favor double feature screen 
programs and a combo stage and 
screen shows according to a five 
weeks survey conducted under the 
supervision of Henry C. Riegel, Jr., 
manager of the St. Louis, midtown 
4,000-seater operated by Fanchon & 
Marco. With two-thirds of 30,000 
questionnaires returned to Riegel, 
the results show a preference of 64% 
for double features, 25% for single 
bills; 6.2% triple features, and 4% 
indicated preference for an hour of 
short subjects shows in conjunction 
with a single A pic. However, only 
a few of the questionnaires in this 
class indicated any special preference 
in the short subject field. 

Regarding stage shows the ques- 
tionnaires revealed that 60.4% fa- 
vored this form of entertainment 
with 30.6% against it, 606% of 
those favoring stage shows wanted a 
single feature with it while the re- 
maining 30.4% stated preference for 
stage shows with double feature film 
programs. 

The questionnaire also includes 
giveaways and premiums of all kinds 
and 80% of all questionnaires turned 
in voted agaist this form of com- 
petish among exhibs, indicating a de- 
cided preference for quality in enter- 
tainment rather than the comeon 
gag. Only 6.5% voted in favor of 
giveaways, etc., while 4.5% failed to 
regisier any preference. 

Still to be tabulated are the pref- 
erence of those polled on the various 
type of film programs desired. Harry 
C. Arthur, Jr., prez and gen. mgr. of 
F&M’s interests here, will soon make 
a study to fix a policy for the four 
deluxe houses and the St. Louis 
Amus. Co.’s string of nabes that are 
operated under his direction. 

As far as stage shows are con- 
cerned, F & M has tried it out at the 
5,000-seater Fox and midtown, and 
on occasions, at the Ambassador, 
downtown deluxer during the past 
several years, and although biz was 
generally excellent at the teeoff it 
sloughed to such an extent after 
several weeks that the combo policy 
was abandoned, 


VARIETY CLUB OF SO. 
CALIF. FORMED 11TH 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Variety Club of Southern Cali- 
fornia was organized at a meeting 
Monday (11) night, with 11 in the 
picture industry named, to board. 
They are Duke Clark, Dr. A. H 
Giannini, Charles Skouras, Guy 
Gunderson, Jack Berman, Walter 
Wanger, Al Hanson, Wayne Ball, 
Charles Buckley, Harry Humber and 
Bob Poole. 

Charter memberships go to 150 and 
Sept. 16 has been set for a banquet 
presided over by John H. Harris and 
Bob O’Donnell, at which officers will 











Memphis Club’s Rodeo 
Memphis, Aug. 12. 

Memphis Variety Tent will spon- 
sor a rodeo this fall, something new 
locally, to finance the Mother’s Milk | 
Bank supported by the Club at pwd 
Gaston hospital. 

It is this unique charity that won | 
for Memphis the national Variety | 
Club plaque for outstanding philan- 
thropy at the Atlantic City conven- 
tion in the spring. Honor is to be 
formally presented by John H. Har- 
ris at a banquet here this fall in the | 
presence of local and state officials. 

Henry W. Slavick, managing di- 


rector of WMC, will chairman the | 


rodeo. is chief 


barker. 


M. A: Lightman 





Twin City’s Milk Fund 
Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 
Twin City Variety Club wili dis- 
tribute 120,000 quarts 


tions. This compares with 75,343 for 
1940, a greater number than for the 
preceding entire seven years, before 
the Milk Fund came under Variety 
Club sponsorship, 





K. C. Variety’s Outing 
Kansas City, Aug. 12. 

Annual golf tournament, picnic 
and outing of the Variety club yes- 
terday (11) at Swope park, was fea- 
tured by turtle races, entered at 
charge of $5 per, and figured to net 
the club over $700 toward its char- 
ity chest, 


ew 


of milk to: 
needy families this year, according to! 
Chief Barker Ben Blotcky’s calcula- | 


'Nazi-Made Victory’ 
Ruled Newsreel in N.Y. 





Albany, Aug. 12. 


Richard Rollins has 30 days to 
appeal the decision of Supreme 
Court Justice Bergan upholding 
Irwin Esmond, director of Motion 
Picture Division, that the Nazi-made 
‘Victory in the West’ is a newsreel 
and no license is therefore required. 
Decision in no way changes the 
film’s status which could be and was 
publicly shown. 


Police and enforcement officials 
all along could take action if the 
picture incited to public disorder, 
the ruling observed. This is in re- 
buttal to the propaganda allegations 
of the suit, in ‘the public interest.’ 





Will Appeal 

Citizens Anti-Nazi Committee, 
which sponsored suit to outlaw ‘Vic- 
tory in West’ (‘Sieg im Westen’), an- 
nounced in New York yesterday 
(Tuesday) that it will make a further 
appeal in the case. It also declared 
that it would take steps to try to 
prevent private as well as public 
showings of the film. ‘Sieg’ is 
reputed to have had many dates be- 
fore German societies, in halls, etc. 


Par May Pay More 
Than 60c Divvy 
On Its Common 


Paramount board of directors is 
scheduled to hold its regular month- 
ly meeting Aug. 28 when action on 
preferred and possibly common 
dividends may be taken. Par al- 
ready has declared or paid 40c on 
the common stock but currermt earn- 
ings justify additional payments be- 
fore the end of the year. If the 
divvy is boosted beyond 60c this 
year, which now seems likely, it 
would make the common shares 
more valuable than the second pre- 
ferred, which is scheduled to pay 
60c annually. 

Despite the fact that it has not 
been officially admitted, Paramount 
may be expected to continue to 
make the common stock more at- 
tractive than the second preferred, 
thereby promoting the switch from 
this preferred into common. UIti- 
mate aim of the company is under- 
stood to be, as with other companies, 
to have a single stock outstanding 
ultimately, this naturally being the 
common because of the we lOAVy Givis | 
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the two preferreds. The smaller 
amount paid out on the two pre- 
ferreds leaves that much more avail- 
able for distribution to common 
' shareholders. 











Studio Contracts 





| 

| Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
| John Kimbrough, footballer, 
| signed a player contract at. 20th- 
| Fox. 

Barbara Slater’s minor pact with 
Paramount okayed by Superior 
Court. 
| Walter Guy Pearce drew a new 
deal as head of 20th-Fox makeup 
department. 

Chester Morris optioned for two 
more pictures at Columbia. 

Jean Phillips handed new player 
ticket by Paramount. 

Jean Wallace’s minor contract 
with Paramount drew court ap- 
proval. 

Kaaren Werne drew player con- 
tract at Warners. 

George Cleveland 
pact at RKO. 

Dennis Morgan’s option lifted by 
Warners, 

Marion Martin 
ticket by RKO. 

James Stangier signed writer deal 
at 20th-Fox. 

Monica Bannister, Dorothy Dear- 
ing, Bonnie Bannon and Barbara 
Lynn renewed as stock players at 


inked acting 


handed player 





| 20th-Fox. 


DOUBLE-FEATURE HOMES 


Femme Exhib Maintains No. 8 Apart- 
ment for Purpose of Tradeshows 





Minneapolis, Aug. 18. 


As an example of the added ex- 
pense to which some independent ex- 
hibitors have gone in order to ‘take 

advantage’ of the consent decree and 
| the latter’s new setup, local trade 
‘circles are citing the case of a woman 
exhibitor in a town under 5,000 pop- 
ulation in western Wisconsin. 

So that she will be ‘on the ground’ 
to look at pictures at their trade 
screenings and to her buying, she 
has rented an apartment in Minne- 
apolis and now maintains two homes 
—one in the city where her theatre 
is located and the one here. 

This woman exhibitor spends three 
days a week in Minneapolis—away 
from her theatre—and four in her 
real and formerly only home. 


COAST HOUSES 
UP ADMISH 
SCALE 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

Admission prices in numerous 
California film houses are being 
upped instead of lowered, with a 
twofold idea in view. One is to off- 
set the increased cost of operation 
occasioned by the consent decree and 
the other is to make some of the 
theatres eligibie for earlier avail- 
ibility dates. 

Tariff increases in both indie and 
circuit houses is regarded here as a 
forerunner of widespread price up- 
ping, although on a moderate scale. 
Exhibitors declare they have tried 
the idea of lower admission scales 
and have found that the customers 
switch to houses with higher prices 
and earlier pictures. 


Columbia Picts and 2 
Crescent Affihates 
Win Suit Dismissals 


Nashville, Aug. 12. 

Federal Judge Elmer Davies Fri- 
day (8) denied motions to dismiss 
the Sherman anti-trust suit against 
Crescent Amus. Co., five affiliated 
exhibitors, five Crescent officials, 
and Universal and United Artists 
distributors, but granted dismissals 
to Columbia Pictures and Crescent 

















Strand Corp. Dismissal motions 
were denied Tony Sudekum, Cres- 
cent president; R. E. Baulch, secre- 
tary-treasurer of Crescent; Kermit 
C. Stengel, official in various af- 
filiated companies and Sudekum’s 
son-in-law; Mrs. Nettie Sudekum, 
wife of Tony, and Louis Rosenbaum, 
(at mcrae a PTR: 22 », 

Judge Deavies Cpanted a continua- 
tion of the case to Monday (18) in 
order to allow defense counsel to 
prepare their case. Crescent coun- 
sel George Armistead, Jr., asked for 
a four or five-week recess, but 
Judge Davies saw no need for such 
a long delay. 

On Tuesday (5) Judge Davies 
ruled that admission of Crescent in- 
come tax returns was competent but 
| granted defense motion to keep in- 








come tax returns secret. Davies 
granted this motion, and the original 
| records were placed in evidence. 


| Judge Davies also granted that these 
| records would not be copied into 


the officia] transcript and would be | It is an experimental blackout in an|in a 


the | 


|available for examination by 
trial judge or would be sent to Su- 
preme Court in event of appeal. 

Reason for secrecy over income 
was that publication of profits would 
place Crescent at disadvantage in 
bargaining with film distributors. 

In denying Universal’s motion te 
dismiss, Judge Davies admitted that 
this caused much deliberation. The 
point was decided on _ testimony 
given by J. D. Henry, Hickman, Ky., 
who started to open a theatre in 
Union City, Tenn., in 1939, to com- 
pete with Crescent. A one-year 
contract was signed which included 
a rider for the next two years. 
| Henry learned from Memphis office 
that negotiations with Crescent were 
holding up his contract. Judge Da- 
vies ruled that this was prima facie 
evidence of conspiracy and therefore 
merited retention of Universal in 
case. 





iliates, Strand Enterprises and Nu 
— : | all the troubles an exhibitor has these days. 


Buying Pix by Mail 
Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

Mail orders requests are pouring into local film exchanges from 
exhibitors, caught short on ‘A’ product for remainder of the current 
season. Requests are that contracts for consent-decree productions be 
sent via parcel post with promises that they will be returned, signed, 
if the terms are anywhere within reason. 

While the exchanges are not complying with the requesst, the 
idea is considered significant in pointing out the difficulties in selling 
and distribution of films under the decree. Field men predict a 


delivery shortage, due to the impossibility of servicing their territories 
in time. 


Lefty Gets Sentimental About Old Vode 
Days, When Nobody Took Pix Seriously 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolaczes, Cal., 














Aug. 12, 
Dear Joe: 

It’s been a pretty tough day, so after the show I took Aggie and the kid 
and took a moonlight ride in our jalopy. It’s funny how that old man 
moon can make a guy sentimental. I can’t figure out why a moon brings 
up memories and a sun don’t. Why a nice warm, moonlight night oan 
take a couple and make ’em gab about things and place that the sun ean 
never get out of ’em. Me and Aggie got to talkin’ about this and that and 
them and they... 


For no reason at all names and places came up that we haven't talked 
about in years—we talked about the time William Fox first started at the 
Dewey theatre, on 14th street, when he had a tiny office in the lobby of 
the theatre and Norris was the booker. Everybody: gat the same salary, 
$29 for singles, $40 for doubles, $60 for trios and $80 for quartets or better. 
If you had more than four people in your act it was your hard luck. There 
was a lot of them ‘Cheer-a-beer-abe’ acts with 10 people in ’em gettin’ $80, 
but garlic was cheap those days so they could live easy. 


Great Acts 


We talked about Ed. Keeley who was a cop and became the booker for 
Fox. We spoke about the old days around Boston when the gang hung 
around the Revere House and the Ridgewood Hotel....Jack Hale, who 
later was known as Jack Rose, a great nut act with plenty of talent.... 
Arthur Rigby, a.great minstrel who, just before he died, asked for Father 
Leonard to give him the last rites because ‘he could fireproof him better’ 


..Freddy Allen, then Freddy James, doing a juggling act....Jimmy 
Savo, also doing a juggling act....Ruth Becker, later -known as Ruth 
Roye, who made such a terrific run at the Palace....Billy Glason, who 


was a song plugger and became a swell single act....Jim and Marion 


| Harkins and their ads in back of Variery telling their friends good board- 


ing houses to stop at....Walter Weems with his battered French horn} 
what an act and what a guy. Waiter is now doing swell writing for pic- 
tures. Walter Brower, one of the really top monologists who never 
changed his clothes but always would wear a new pair of shoes on the 
stage....Kenny and Hollis, who stuck together even after all the pro- 
ducers tried to break ’em up; they’re still togetrer managing a couple of 
New England theatres. Joe Towle, Henry Hodge, Howard and North, 
Herb Williams—what acts and what performers. I guess there’s a lot of 
clever kids around today, but they’ll have a tough time replacing the old 
guys on the stage and in the hearts of the public. 
Chicago Days 

Me and Aggie talked about Chicago, the old Saratoga where you could 
do everything but smoke hop in the elevator. The Great Northern theatre, 
where you started to do your act at 8 a. m. The time when a lot of us 
vaude guys would sit around and say the pictures can’t last, that they’d 
always have to kave acts, and all that sort of talk. I guess it’s the same as 
the people who had horses and saw the automobile for the first time. 
‘Just a toy for rich guys,’ they’d say. Now the horse is a toy for rich guys 
and making a lot of poor guys poorer. 

In those days me and Aggie never figured we’d end up owning a picture 
house in a town like Coolacres, and to tell the truth it ain’t bad even with 
If you got a sense of humor 
you can always get a laugh outta the natives and it’s fun to listen to the 
film salesmen lie about their product, but you know he’s lyin ’and he 
knows you know he’s lyin’ and you know he knows that you’re lyin’ when 
you tell him how bad business is—so it all evens up. They’re a nice buach 
of guys, especially when you don’t do business with ’em. 

I don’t know what made me write you this kind of a letter, but as I said 
before the moon kinda makes a guy’s thoughts wander—and it even makes 
a mugg romantic. It must, because I kissed Aggie good night—and she 
ets.i Ss £8 FOR SOO Te er ican ACE awe} 2h prc 
merry and cool, sez 

Your pal, 
Lefty. 


P. S.: Laureen Kirk Guinness sez: ‘The egg of today is better than the 


ken of tomorrow.’ 


Foul Play in the Dark 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 








MIRROR, DALLAS, RAZED 
IN A $40,000 FIRE 














‘Air Raid’ hopped off yesterday 
| (Mcn.) at Paramount with Ralph 
| Murphy directing and Robert Pres- Dallas, Aug. 12. 
ton starring. The Mirror theatre has probably 
Yarn deals with a murder during | passed out with the mass of water- 
,/a blackout but is not a war story. | soaked ashes, all that is left of it 


spectacular downtown fire 
Wednesday night (6) in which two 
firemen were injured. The loss 
about $40,000. Representatives of 
the owner, Vice Admiral Addlphus 
Andrews, U.S.N., said the 28-year- 


American city in peacetime. 





Pal’s Puppets’ Layoff 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


=P 
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Following completion of his first 
year’s commitment of cartoons for 
Paramount, George Pal closed his 
Puppetoon studio for three weeks 
to permit expansion of production 
facilities. 

New schedule calls for six Tech- 
nicolor shorts for Paramount next 
season. 





ROZ LOOKS OVER PAR 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Rosalind Russell signed for her 
first appearance on the Paramount 
lot in “Take a Letter, Darling,’ co- 
starring with Fred MacMurray. 
Mitchell Leisen directs, starting in 





October. 


old theatre probably will not be re- 
built. It was being operated by 
Interstate Circuit under a lease that 
would have expired in 1943. 

For some time boxoffice receipts 
have dwindled to the extent that 
they probably could not support a 
new theatre. The enterprise was 
first known as the Jefferson, re- 
named the Garden and then be- 
came Pantages before it was the 
Mirror. 





Ben Pitts’ Addition 
Lynchburg, Aug. 12. 
Another house will be added to the 
Ben T. Pitt’s string in Virginia and 
West Virginia, a 750-seater for 
Fredericksburg, Va. 
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Indies Advocate Keep Rentals 
Down On First Blocks-of-5; 


Argue ‘Measuring Stick’ Fear 








Not All ‘Consent Decree’ . 

Majors Tradeshowed , 

Columbus, Aug. 12. ? Blocks - of -5 — Further- Mi lis, Aug. 12, : 
Independent seanin ght of WARNERS FULL LINE pp cong to rhage i. GOLDWYN (RKO) ASKS Northwest sees: aaekia in 


Ohio are advising members to use 
caution on initial deals for groups-of- 
five or less with Consent Decree 
companies claiming that the rentals 
which exhibs agree to pay for the 
films in the first blocks will be em- 
ployed as a measuring stick by the 
distribs for future blocks. 

By taking advantage of the fact 
that this year the five Decree com- 
panies are compelled to set a price 
against each individual picture, the 


‘ : "Se. , u Tendency is | ° ’ terms without irreparable loss,’ ac- 
FTO is using two groups Of survey | ee te endian circuits There |*¥8Y from the maximum number | Liz Bergner’s Comeback | cording to the resolution 
ation members. The ITOO hopes to} Was some conjecture as to whether permitted by the decree toward sell- dain The resolution charges the pro- : 
secure considerable valuable data| distribs subject to the consent de- | ing of pictures singly or in smaller Hollywood, Aug. 12. ducers and distributors with ‘taking 
and a cross-section view as to per-j| cree in this country might not sell groups than five. advantage of the consent decree 


centages being asked by the five dis- 
tributors and what flat rental deals 
are being requested via this cross- 
checking survey. These give data on 
each company as well as full details 
according to deals madé with non- 
Consent distribs, together with a 
comparison on what was asked last 
season. One survey card also seeks 
data on forcing of shorts by non- 
Consent companies. 

By this means, the ITOO hopes to 


Canadian selling not being subject 
to the consent decree, Warner Bros. 
on Saturday (9) closed a deal with 
Famous Players-Canadian Corp. for 
its enlire output of features shoris 
and trailers lop 1941-42. Contract 
covers all of FP-C’s 170 houses. 

Deal marks the chain’s first pur- 
chase of product from any company 
for the coming season and the first 


in blocks north of the border, but 
that seems to be resolved by the 
Warner action. Other companies are 
expected to follow the WB suit. 

Handling negotiations for WB 
were Carl Leserman, assistant to 
sales chief Grad Sears; Roy Haines, 
eastern Canadian division manager, 
and Wolfe Cohen, Canadian district 
manager. J. J. Fitzgibbon, prez of 
FP-C, and Ben Geldsaler, film buyer, 
represented the circuit. 
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‘Big’ Ones Solo at High 
Brackets 


SUNDRY IDEAS 


Selling pictures predominantly in 
blocks-of-five, which was anticipated 
under the consent decree, has not 
materialized that way. 


With tradeshowing by Warner 
Bros. of three pictures yesterday 
(Tuesday) winding up streenings of 
the initial blocks, survey shows only 
three of the five consent companies 


offered five pix. And the prospects 
are that in the second group no dis- 
tribs, or perhaps two at the most, 
will offer a quintet at one time. 
Number of reasons are responsible 


Northwest Allied Requests Gov't Aid 
To Save Indies From ‘Extermination 
Through Increase in Product Costs 





‘The Little Foxes,’ Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s first for RKO release, is be- 
ing sold separately by the distrib. 
RKO is asking 50% for it. 

Film has been set for release Aug. 
29, two days before consent decree 
becomes applicable. Thus there will 
be no tradeshowings required. 





Elisabeth Bergner returns to the 
Hollywood screen as co-star with 
Randolph Scott in ‘Paris Calling,’ 
under way at Universal with Edwin 
L. Marin directing. 

» Benjamin Glazer production has 
signed Gale Sondergaard for a top 
character role. 





‘VATICAN’ TEST RUNS 


‘Story of the Vatican,’ feature spe- 


307, FOR ‘FOXES’ PIC 





another battle for lower film rentals 
and this time is calling upon the 
Government to act to bring down 
product the inde- 
‘extermina- 
In a resolution adopted at its 


| convention here it alleged that the 
| consent decree has operated to boost 
film rentals sky-high. ‘It will be 
seemingly impossible for independ- 
ent exhibitors to operate under such 


and save 
pendent exhibitor from 
tion.’ 


costs 





terms to extort exorbitant rentals 
and demands from the exhibitors all 
out of line with the products’ merit.’ 
Citing demands being made to exe 
hibitors outside of Minnesota, it 
urges the Department of Justice ‘to 
reconsider and rectify this situation.’ 
Northwest Allied leaders say the 
present action constitutes the open- 
ing gun in a fight to effect a com- 
plete consent decree revision. 
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iam the mintionl hinsice | “tye cial turned out by the March of The organization backed up its di- 
ascertain whether or not the exhibi- oa en hae pee — ee ht ~_ rind Time, is opening two test runs this| rectors’ decision to make a last-di‘ch 
tors are being quoted prices in line BOYER'S PILOT PICKED ncn Dog ph. Pasig nag tte T+ month, one Geary, San Francisco, | fight in defense of the state anti- 
: with those given other exhibs, espe- Hollywood, Aug. 12. a pear in mares A groups Aug. 15, and the Rivoli, Scranton,| consent decree law whose ccnstitue 
cially on high-bracket pictures. Arthur Hornblow, Jr., draws the If the ‘tons that all sinadiien do not Aug. 23. Planned to run solo in both| tionality is being attacked by five 
Other Allied organizations are| next Gharles Boyer starrer to pro-| ieee His wien deeuler tow showing at | Spots. decree companies end United Artists 
carrying out similar surveys so that! duce at Paramount. +t time ag woe it’s a minor Picture is being distributed by|in actions seeking tu restrain its ene 
a fairly comprehensive national Picture, still unselected, is slated | on ines names eriad too hard to, | RKO, and sold on 1940-41 schedule. (Continued on page 27) } 
compilation will be possible. for late autumn production. ‘ rear Sermatn Selling , ; 
rea neraaaeeae For one thing, some distribution - ‘ @ + x 
* ° execs fear that putting out groups of SWG kK % 
L uniform size will tend to formulize Ga lms S a a on i 
ong Reported Split-Up of WB-Saxe their sales policy, which they want i 
to avoid. In other words, they don’t . e e 
® * & o e want to get frozen into a rut of one W th All | d & 
picture at 40%, two at 35%, one at j || lis ry nions lll S . 
Circuit in Wise. a Reality on Sept. | | 30% and one at 25% just because the , b 
| first block happens to be made up : 
ao + that way. They fear that the deal 
made with the buyer for the first H Se Ti Hollywood, Aug. 12 4 
Milwaukee, Aug. 12. Coast Exhibs Just block will tend to become a perma- armani vers 11€8 Continuation of the policy of ‘cole 
Splt-up of the Warner-Saxe cir- pgs rece Phe b arse ge gem block. With Is a M G To laboration’ with other Guilds and 
nae ‘ : ; ’ 2 ollowing this line of reasoning, ng t ~ unions in the industry was adopted 
re rosa ened : Won't Get Excited distribs want to be free to sell in Monday (11) night at a meeting of : 
reality on Sept. 1, the deal having groups of one or two at high per- Make Feature Cartoons the Screen Writers Guiid. Group ; 
finally been worked out this past Over Trade Showings centages because they feel that more |defended its support of the striking 
week. Eleven theatres, originally | high percentage pictures can be sold |cartoonists through membership in 
| . , : that way Exhibs, it is thought, | Hollywood. Aug. 12, |an Inter-talent Council which is op- 
| known as the Saxe group, seven of Hollywood, Aug. 12 be yell murder at a 50%-er and | Hugh Harman, for years a col-| posed to any muscling in by W lie 
them in Milwaukee and four in state] Apathy was the prevalent feeling | 49e" oF two 40%ers in the same | jeague of Rudolph Ising in the mak-|Bioff. The Chicago hood!um tried 
towns, are being turned over to Fox | among exhibitors at the Paramount block-of-five, but might not blink an | ing of cartoons at Metro, stepped out |to horn in on Walt Disney strike 
Wisconsin Amus. Co., while Warner |tradeshowing in the Ambassador | ®¥* Were the pictures sold sepa-| to form his own Hugh Harman Pro-| Members named three sub titutes S | 
Bros. retains the balance of its es- tatal a he = gry = aye ” = 4 ‘ni Bargain Packages —" re ns ane po eh ro ee peste prvi 8 7 : 
SP OT ONT te OT ete Se 9 ee ph a el PEARS Sh sec mer ee an eng’ 1 cartoons. Ising is staying ee ma ¢mbet ;g 
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Madison, Wis. ry the gathering po when tg > day,| here may be more groups of five ti ences vith Harman as | aan Sipasy es: : Oar in oat pose etek Ys 
Milwaukee houses involved are all | Poll disclosed a three-to-one senti.| Sut they will contain mostly the! pre ident red Edn nds. a =e) nd Howard Lawson, Stanley Rubin for 
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International Squadron 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


Warner Bros. release of Edmund Grainger 
production. Features Ronald Reagan, James 
Stephenson. Directed by Lewis Seiler. 
Screenplay by Barry Trivers and Kenneth 
Gamet, suggested by play by Frank Wead; 
camera, James Van Trees and Ted Mc- 
Cord; spectal effects, Robert Burks; editor, 
Frank Magee; Asst. director, Jesse Hibbs; 
dialog director, Harold Winston. Trade- 
sowed in projection room, Aug. 9, ‘41. 
Running time, 85 MINS, 






SE TORRE. 06 vce vesssses: Ronald Reagan 
Po, eee ecceceeeoss Olympe Bradna 
Squadron Leader......... James Stephenson 
aiee BOO WIIEB. cccccces William Lundigan 
RS 55:4: sebd atu eeeeee bdbs.6.0% Joan Perry 
Wing Commander.......... Reginald Denny 
*Omaha’ McGrath...... .. Cliff Edwards 
NE IE ERS .---Julie Bishop 
Michele Edme.....e.eee+eee--Michael Ames 
Bill Torrence.....cc« ecccceces John Ridgely 
SEE peanteetes Charles lrwin 
Chief Wn@itneer....cccceeed Addison Richards 
PD. <..e<abeneunsseees Selmer Jackson 
Sir Basi] Wryxton...crcee- Holmes Herbert 
ESS eer Crauford Kent 





Timely and topical in displaying 
the adventures of an American pilot, 
Fooduct of daredevil air circuses, 
who ferries a bomber to England 
end remains to join the air force, 
‘international Squadron’ is a higher 
bracket B programmer, displaying 
plenty of action and drama in the 
air and ground sectors of the tale. 
Exciting - tempo provides topnotch 
meller entertainment for audiences 
generally, with picture due for good 
number of solo bookings in the regu- 
lir runs where aviation theme can 
be exploited to attract. . 

Opening with a test power dive 
ge uence that catches immediate 
aviience interest, story carries 
young pilot Ronald Reagan across 
the Atlantic delivering a bomber, 
and eventually finds him signed up 
with the foreign squadron of the 
Royal Air Force. His individualistic 
iceas get him into preliminary jams, 
b-'t he finally succumbs to the team- 
work needed to protect the lives of 
bth his fellow flyers and himself. 
F's impetous actions are controlled 
eafier being responsible for the lives 
of two friends in the unit; and his 
carefree Casanova attitude is shelved 
for the duration—but he flys away 
to a hero’s death on a dangerous 
mission to blow up a munitions 
dump on the French coast. 

Script developed by Barry Trivers 
end Kenneth Gamet from Frank 
Wead's play flies a straight line 
throughout, with advantageous fast- 
paced direction by Lewis Seiler. Fly- 
ing sequences provide some new 
thrills in the air, and are neatly cut 
to prevent overfootage. 


Reagan is excellently spotted as 
the expert flyer who leaves a girl 
at every airport, and picture will 
elevate his audience standing. The 
late James Stephenson is fine as the 
squadron leader and mentor of 
Reagan in the RAF, while minor ro- 
mantic interest is supplied by 
Oiympe Bradna, a cute French girl 
driving an auto for the corps. Wil- 
liam Lundigan, Joan Perry, Reginald 
Denny, Cliff Edwards, Michael Ames 
and Charles Irwin make for good 
support. Walt. 


THE SMILING GHOST 


; Hollywood Aug. 12. 
Warner Bros. release of Edmund Grain- 
er production. Features Wayne Morris, 

. nda Marshall, Alexis Smith. Directed 
b Lewis Seiler. Screenplay by Kenneth 
Stuart Palmer, from original 
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Helen Westley, David Bruce, Charles 
Halton and Richard Ainley. 

Despite the obvious texture of the 
yarn, scripters Kenneth Gamet and 
Stuart Palmer have injected many 
surprises and false alarms along the 
way. Direction by Lewis Seiler is 
geared at a steady pace. Walt. 


NAVY BLUES 


(WITH SONGS) 


Warner Bros. release of Jerry Wald and 
Jack Saper production (Hal B. Wallis, ex- 
ecutive producer). Features Ann Sheridan, 
Jack Oakie, Martha Raye, Jack Haley. 
Directed by Lloyd Bacon. Screenplay, Jerry 
Wald, Richard Macaulay, Arthur T. Hor- 


man and Sam Perrin, from story by Hor- 
man’ camera, Tony Gaudio; editor, Rudi 
Fehr; dances, Seymour Felix; technical 
adviser, J. J. Giblon; songs, Arthur 
Schwartz, Johnny Mercer. Previewed in 
Projection Room, N. Y., Aug. 11, ‘41. Run- 
ning time, 108 MINS. 
I Se. oh cncekhaneees Ann Sheridan 
Cake O’Hara......cesceeseeees: Jack Oakie 
Lilibelie Bolton. ....ccccceses:s Martha Raye 
Powerhouse Bolton............- Jack Haley 
Homer Matthews......-.. Herbert Anderson 
"eee JENNOORs co ccecesess* Jack Carson 
Ns sas kmh te aneeees at Jackie C. Gleason 
Rocky’ Anderson........++.. Richard Lane 
MND cn 002 00006060 00200000080 William T. Orr 
POET vccavccecvescoscesocesces John Ridgely 
OffCOP...coccocerccecescce --..Frank Wilcox 
SOROS « cc ncvcccccececeesess William Justice 
GET 6 90006000 coecveos atte Ray Cook 
Captain Willard............Selmer Jackson 
‘Navy Blues’ Sextet’: Peggy Diggins, 
Georgia Carroll, Loraine Gettman. Mar- 
guerite Chapman, Katharine Aldridge, 


Claire James. 





Time-tried formula has none too 
subtly been employed in this naval 
yarn backgrounded by Uncle Sam’s 
destroyers, and 108 minutes of it are 
much too much. ‘Navy Blues’ found- 
ers on a reei of too-frequent bore- 
It will need all the marquee 
support of its cast names, nn 
Sheridan, Jack Oakie, Martha Raye 
and Jack Haley. 

The boys ar2 going to like Miss 
Sheridan. She is, often enough, in 
hula costume to emphasize that 
chassis.. It’s enough to stop a flotilla. 
And Miss Sheridan sings, too, quite 
pleasantly; also, she does some hog- 
calling, although Honolulu, the yarn’s 
setting, would certainly be femote 
under ordinary circumstances from 
such paradoxes. But that’s the story 
department for you. 

The inevitable comedy team for a 
picture such as this is Jack Oakie 
and Jack Haley. As the gobs who’ve 
become involved in a betting tangle 
on a gunnery contest between the 
fleet, Oakie and Haley are notably 
handicapped by the weak gags and 
situations that repeatedly crop up to 
handicap also the others. 

Then again, the direction, which is 
too flagrant on a number of occasions, 
has particularly been askew in the 
handling of Miss Raye, as the wife of 
Haley, a gob who’s forever fleeing 
from her. Miss Raye in midriff- 
showing costume, the hula type, is 
not an attractive sight. 

Warners has come up with a new 
featured personality in Herbert An- 
derson, albeit the rube character he 
plays, that of a sailor yearning for 
the time he can go back to the farm, 
is too much of a carbon of another 
Warner contract player, Eddie Al- 
bert, to retain conviction, Anderson, 
as the romantic interest paired with 
Miss Sheridan, who first dupes him 
in a scheme to set him to re-enlist, 
then falls for him, shows sufficient 
possibilities, however, to warrant fu- 








iets gh re < ph ea 
Sack Wither AES NK aieetety XPT 
ad :tog director. Hugh Cummings. Trade- 
eh wed Aug. 12, ‘41. Running time, 71 
Mi NS. 
a eo ee Wayne Morris 
eh, Cs a 5s ceconena ee Brenda Marshall 
F'inor B. Fairchild............Alexis Smith 
Do inant dims taimaseneeeee Alan Hale 
See DOOMED. «0 cn vsceetessses Lee Patrick 
I Ce ns wisp magenta David Bruce 
Grandmother Bentley........ Helen Westley 
Iar Willie Best 
Charles Halton 
uus Richard Ainley 
Sea re Roland Drew 
Mv eee George Mender 
Sere re Clem Bevans 
Ju Of PORCO.. occcsesec Arthur Avisworth 


There are few deviations from 
formula in this thriller-chiller B pro- 
grammer that will provide adequate 
s-noport of its kind in the dual sup- 

- porting spots. ? 

Usual mysterious meanderings oc- 
cur in this instance in a country 
menor up the sound. Opening has 
a new twist, with engagement of 
Wayne Morris to come to the manse 
es fiance of heiress Alexis Smith. 
Letter is tabbed by press as girl 
with kiss of death, after strange 
deaths of three previous prospective 
bridegrooms. After a brush with 
the strange intruder, Morris decides 
to toss up the job, but is encouraged 
to fathom the mystery by reporter- 
ess Brenda Marshall. Picture then 
winds through the usual melodra- 
matics of sliding panels’ and doors, 
cobwebbed cellar and a_ slinking 
siranger who is finally unmasked. 


Morris is okay as the bewildered 
ycuth who is the object of the live 
ghost’s attentions, with ample sup- 

ort from both Miss Marshall and 

iss Smith. Willie Best, as Morris’ 
colored assistant, provides the usual 
slice of scarey comedy at the strange 
happenings. Strong support is pro- 
vided by Alan Haie, Lee Patrick, 


ture consideration. He’s teamed with 


voice. 

For a comedy there are too few 
gags of merit, particularly those han- 
died by Oakie and Haley. The pic 
has been expensively mounted, with 
an enhancing touch lent to the de- 
cor by the addition of a singing 
group called the ‘Navy Blues Sex- 
tet." Former Powers models, the 
sixsome is plenty easy en the eyes, 
but strictly production fillers. 

Some of the music is fairly tune- 
ful, but none is sock. Johnny Mer- 
j}cer (lyrics) and Arthur Schwartz 
(music) handled the composing. 
Outstanding are the title tune and 
*You’re a Natural.’ 

It all adds up to the story depart- 
ment unwittingly scuttling ‘Navy 
Blues’ before it was even launched. 

Naka, 


THE LITTLE FOXES 


RKO-Radio release of Sathuel Goldwyn 
production, Stars Bette Davis; features 
Herbert Marshall, Teresa Wright, Richard 
Carlson. Directed by William Wyler. 
Screenplay by Lillian Hellman, with addi- 
tional scenes and dialog by Dorothy Parker, 
Arthur Kober and Alan Campbell, from 
Miss Hellman’s play: camera Gregg 
Toland; editor, Daniel Mandell. Previewed 
in Projection Room, N. Y., Aug. 8, °'41 
Running time, 115 MINS. 


a 











OBIE GHGGENS. .. cc ccctcccsscs Bette Davis 
Horace Giddens........... Herbert Marshall 
Alexandra Giddens.......... Teresa Wright 
3, 2. rey Richard Carlson 
Bem HIUROAIG. 600560666060 50% Charles Dingle 
Oscar Hubbard...........Carl Benton Reid 
Leo Hubbard......e.eeee+--....-Dan Duryea 
Birdie. Hubbard.......e... Patricia Collinge 
NS 6 6450h64-6400664000566.5 Jessie Grayson 
Muh bdbankan ahd ceeseenbe sien John Marriott 
William Marshall............ Russell Hicks 
PING 25 6.044 Weds wnssdes Lucien Littlefield 





Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘The Little 
Foxes’ rates among the best vehicles 
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Miniature Reviews 


‘International Squadron’ (WB). 
Timely aviation drama a sturdy 
programmer, 

‘The Smiling Ghost’ (WB). 
Usual theatrics of thrill-chill 
meller displayed in programmer 
for dual support. 


‘Navy Blues’ (WB). Ann 
Sheridan, Oakie, Martha Raye, 
Jack Haley won't be able to 
salvage this navy comedy. 

‘The Little Foxes’ (RKO). Sam 
Goldwyn production; Bette Davis 
stars and manna for the box- 
offices. 

‘Dive Bomber’ (WB). Avia- 
tion thriller headed for socko 
‘A’ biz. 

‘Tillie the Toiler’ (Col). Co- 
lumbia launches new series of B 
programmers for secondary sup- 
porting slots. | 

‘Life Begins for Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G). Another topnotch Hardy 
picture; hefty b.o. for regular 
runs, 


‘King of Dodge City’ (Col). 
Launching new western series 
teaming Bill Elliott and Tex Rit- 

ter; average fare. 


‘Ellery Queen and the Perfect 
Crime’ (Col). atest in series 
an acceptable filler for duals. 

‘Rags to Riches’ (Rep). Ro- 
mantic crime meller a mild b.o. 
prospect for dualling. 

‘Sunset in Wyoming’ (Rep). 
Below par Gene Autry drawing- 
room western. Autry’s name lone 
asset. 

‘Story of the Vatican (RKO). 
Skilfully produced documentary, 
authentic story of Vatican City 
looms as moneymaker. 

‘Double Cross’ (PRC). Poor 
cops-gangster indie for limited 
dual traffic. 











years—a film as great in prestige as 
it will be at the boxoffice. 


From starring Bette Davis down 
the line to the bit roles portrayed by 
minor Negroes the acting is well nigh 
flawless. And standing out sharply 
in Lillian Hellman’s searing play 
about rapacious people are several 
rformers who appeared in the 
roadway stage version, ie., Pa- 
tricia Collinge, Carl Benton Reid, 
Dan Duryea, Charles Dingle and 
John Marriott. 
It is not an odious comparison to 
appraise Miss Davis in the screen 
version as the magnificent job 
Tullulah Bankhead did as the grasp- 
ing shrew on the stage. 

Thus, a Hollywood player is again 
living up to a superb stage perform- 
ance, and, thanks to the latitude af- 
forded by the camera, even sur- 
passing it. As in several past films, 
Miss Davis is gambling again with 
a decidedly unsympathetic role, but 
again her great talent wins out. 
Though she portrays a shockingly 
hateful woman—mean, cold, willful 
and murderous—audiences will re- 
member more the artistry of her 
portrayal than the wickedness of the 
character portrayed. 

With Lillian Hellman furnishing 
the screenplay, plus additional dia- 
log by Dorothy Parker, Arthur 
Kober and Alan Campbell, the pic- 
ture hews closely to the line of the 
1939 Broadway hit. The only addi- 
tions are in the natural padding out 
of the story permitted by a screen- 
“jay, t ion fom 
Wright, as Miss Davis’ daughter, and 
Richard Carison, playing a young 
newspaperman. This deviates some- 
what from the original play, but it’s 
done intelligently and gives the film 
just the right touch to allay a very 
sordid plot. 

The story is about the Hubbard 
family of the deep south—as mer- 
cenary a foursome as has ever 
emerged from fact or fiction. Miss 
Davis, as a Hubbard who married 
the town’s genteel banker, is a close 
parallel of Mrs. Ruth Snyder, the 
icy Queens blonde who assisted her 
lover, Judd Gray, to murder her hus- 
band with a sashweight some years 
ago. In this picture Miss Davis also 


murders her husband, played by 
Herbert Marshall, but with the 
unique weapon of disinterest. When 


Marshall, in the throes of a heart at- 
tack, crashes a bottle of medicine 
that can save his life, Miss Davis sits 
by and watches him do a dying swan, 
unheeding his pleas to rush upstairs 
and get him a second bottle. 

That’s her way of killing the man 
who had refused to help finance the 
get-rich scheme of her brothers, 

layed by Reid and Dingle, who 
have inveigled a Chicago industrial- 
ist to build a cotton mill in the town 
they virtually control. 

Miss Wright is a newcomer to the 
screen and is magnificent in a very 
difficult part as the young, naive 
daughter. A less-talented actress in 
her place could have ruined this pic- 
ture. Ditto Miss Collinge, whose 
performance is memorable. One of 
her scenes in particular is a smash, 
when a few drinks oil her tongue 
and she confesses her hatred for her 
own son and husband. She tells 
why her husband married her—so 





to come out of Hollywood in recent!that he and his brother could get 
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control of her family’s rich cotton 
plantation; she also confesses that 
she really never suffers from head- 
aches, that merely being her hus- 
band’s coverup for her private dip- 
somania to make her forget her un- 
happiness. It’s a sharply etched 
aur of mental suffering done with 
rare feeling. 

What appears to have been Care- 
ful study on Herbert Marshall's part, 
plus a watchful eye by director Wil- 
liam Wyler, has entirely eliminoted 
the very-British tinge in the actor’s 
work. He also turns in one of his 
top performances in the exacting 
portrayal of a suffering, dying man. 
Other notable performances are con- 
tributed by Carlson and John Mar- 
riott, the latter repeating his stage 
role of colored butler. 

No department concerned in the 
making of this film need take a back 
seat. The least that can be said for 
Wyler’s direction is that the 115- 
minute running time doesn’t appear 
to be even half that. On top of the 
smooth pace, Wyler has handled 
every detail with an acutely dra- 
matic touch. There are no implaus- 
ibilities in this film. On the photog- 
raphy side is likewise a topnotch 
job. Gregg Toland has repeated his 
masterful and unique work of ‘Citi- 
zen Kane.’ 

Goldwyn is going to make a lot of 
exhibitors happy with this, the first 
of three pictures he’s makin~ for 
RKO release. Scho. 


DIVE BOMBER 


(COLOR) 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Warner release of Robert Lord (Hal B. 
Wallis) production. Stars Errol Flynn, 
Fred MacMurray; features Ralph Bellamy, 
Alexis Smith, Robert Armstrong, Regis 
Toomey, Allen Jenkins. Directed by 
Michael Curtiz. Screenplay, Frank Wead, 
Robert Buckner, based on story by Wead; 
eamera, Bert Glennon; Technicolor direc- 
tor, Natalie Kalmus; editor, George Amy; 
dialog director, Hugh MacMullan; ass't <i- 
rector, Sherry Shourds; music, Max Steiner. 
Previewed at WB Beverly Aug. 12, ‘41. 


Running time, 180 MINS. 


Errol Flynn 
.. Ralph Bellamy 






Tin Grebe. 6. .-ccoccce soa5 és Regis Toomey 
Chaasbhag. . cccccccscccesece Herbert Anderson 
SDs 66 000000004060 00008 Louis Jean Heydt 
Jehn Thomas Anthony........ Craig Stevens 
ASE EMORB. ccccccocssoces Robert Armstrong 
DeWolf Hopper 

Garret Craig 

Pilates. cccovcas eccscveccses Charles Drake 
(James Anderson 

"hee TP 03 cccicdatessase Allen Jenkins 
Sr. Surgeon, Honolulu....Addison Richards 
Sr. Surgeon, San Diego....... Moroni Olsen 
CN Be ascénsevseeccuvestas Cliff Nazarro 
BEE, DORs cc cccsceccesese ..Dennie Moore 





Current public interest in US. 
Army and Navy preparedness and 
training programs adds substantial 
b.o. impetus to this timely produc- 
tion of a hitherto undisclosed—but 
very important—branch of naval air 
training and operation. Despite ex- 
tended running time, picture carries 
liberal supply of spectacular air for- 
mations and maneuvers in Techni- 
color for maximum patriotic reac- 
tion. Warners’ exploitation of this 
service picture should. carry it 
through to hefty business and hold- 
overs in keys generally. 


Story stresses the importance of 
flight surgeons in devising medical 
research to keep pilots in trim, and 
allow latter to function at highest al- 
titudes at maximum efficiency. It’s 
a new slant for an aviation epic, and 
as instructive and informative to the 
layman as it is entertaining in dis- 
playing spectacular, flying forma- 
tions by the naval aces. Opening at 
Hawaiian maneuvers, where audi- 
ence is provided with takeoffs and 
landings of the planes from an air- 
craft carrier, story introduees Fred 
MacMurray, Regis Toomey and 
Louis Heydt as a buddy trio of naval 
flyers. Errol Flynn is the Naval doc- 
Ly ee 2s0¥F€ 
power-dive, Flynn advises a spinal 
operation that results in death. He 
incurs the enmity of MacMurray and 
Toomey. Trio are tossed together 
again at U. S. Naval Station in San 
Diego, where Flynn enrolls for a 
flight surgeon course to get first- 
hand information on the power-dive 
‘blackout.’ MacMurray is a flight 
commander, and Toomey his aide. 
Conflict is maintained until brushed 
aside for the general good of the 
service when Flynn becomes as- 
sistant to research medic Ralph Bel- 
lamy, and pair make important prog- 
Tess in stratosphere reactions of 
pilots and scientific devices for pro- 
tection. Toomey, grounded because 
of medical reactions denoting pilot 
fatigue, resigns: and joins the RAF, 
but crashes; MacMurray, after be- 
ing a guinea pig for Flynn-Bellamy 
experiments in high flying tech- 
nique, also suffers pilot fatigue, but 
goes aloft for proveup of oxygen suit 
before crashing. 


Due to necessary inclusion of 
Naval air formations and maneuvers, 
resulting from U. S. Service coop- 
eration, and exposition of the medi- 
cal research that goes hand-in-hand 
with flying activities in high alti- 
tudes, piciure is forced to combine 
both factors in its unreeling. Judi- 
cious cutting might have eliminated 
overfootage from incidental  se- 
quences, but with Warners’ aiming 
this for extended runs in the keys, 
general release prints might be cut 
considerably on running time for 
genera] bookings. 

MacMurray, as the flight comman- 
der, considerably overshadows Flynn 
in the acting line, as also does Bell- 
amy, who, from an acting stand- 
point, is best in the picture. ~ Alexis 
Smith and Dennie Moore are the 
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only two femmes in the cast, get. 
ting minor treatment in footage in 
respective roles. It’s strictly a man’s 
cast, with Armstrong, Toomey, Jen. 
kins and Stevens providing strong 
support, and Cliff Nazarro included 
for familiar jumbled talk routines, 

Mounted in Technicolor, picture js 
first of service productions to get 
tinting treatment, and color wil] add 
materially to boxoffice generators, 
Flying sequences are particularly ef- 
fective with eye appealing clouds 
and formations. Picture only briefly 
sketches air pilot training to elimi- 
nate repetition of previous service 
films, but spends plenty of time on 
the medical research necessary to 
safety of naval flyers and reasons 
thereto. 

It’s an ‘A’ production throughout, 
and with present public prepared. 
ness interest will roll up impressive 
b.o, returns, Walt. 


TILLIE THE TOILER 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
release of Robert Sparks pro- 
Features Kay Harris, William 
Tracy, Daphne Pollard, George Watts, 
Jack Arnold, Marjorie Reynolds. Directed 
by Sidney Salkow. Screenplay by Karen 
DeWolf and Francis Martin; story, Karen 
DeWolf; based on comic strip created by 
Ruse Westover; camera, Henry Freulich 
and Phillip Tannura; editor, Gene Milford; 


Columbia 
duetion. 


Asst. director, Thomas Flood. Previewed 
at Alexander, Glendale, Aug. 5, ‘41. Rune 
ning time, 67 MINS. 

Tittle JOMOB, ..ccccccccaccccecses Kay Harris 
Mac... .ccccccccescsccccotece William Tracy 
BimpinsS. coccvoccceecseceecs: George Watts 
Mumsy......- eccdeecoeconce Daphne Pollard 
WRipple. cocccccccccccesesccess Jack Amold 
PUMNOR. 00000080000 eo++--Marjorie Reynolds 
GR ivy. 0 0568496905005 Bennie Bartlett 
Ted Williame....... eeeess-- Stanley Brown 
George BOP. coccccsceceecs Ernest Truex 
Perry Tweedale......... Franklin Pangborn 
DORSET. kc ccccvcee $5660.64600558 Sylvia Field 
POUCOTER : 2 ccc cccevecsccess Edward Gargan 
PUR: woeccccecéonssedscsoseessess Harry Tyler 





Based on the comic strip charac- 
ters created by Russ Westover, ‘Tillie 
the Toiler’ is the first of a new se- 
ries of B D ogy ee for dual sup- 
port in general runs. Broadly 
sketching the comedy factors in ele- 
mental fashion, picture will slip by 
satisfactorily in the secondary and 
family houses as supporting attrac- 
tion. Turned out on modest budget, 
picture indicates series can garner 
ae bookings to continue for a 
spell. 

As introduction to the film series, 
‘Tillie’ consumes plenty of footage 
in an the Westover strip 
characters. lllie meets Mac while 
attending steno school, and the smit- 
ten bookkeeper gets her a job in the 
Simpkins office. Tillie makes con- 
tinual mistakes to upset both the of- 
fice and business, but comes through 
at the end to stage a style show that 
saves the firm from collapse. 

Direction by Sidney Salkow has 
all of the players delivering the 
broadest characterizations to secure 
audience reaction from takes and 
double-takes of wildest hoke. 

Columbia introduces Kay Harris as 
Tillie. Girl was discovered by pro- 
ducer Robert Sparks in the east and 
tabbed to studio contract for the se- 
ries. Considering fact this is her 
first film appearance, girl gets over 
neatly. William Tracy carries things 
along in good style as Mac; George 
Watts is handicapped by direction 
that has him overplaying the boss’ 
role. Daphne Pollard has brief ap- 
pearances as Mumsy; Jack Arnold is 
the breezy Whipple, and Bennie 
Bartlett the office boy. Brief ap- 
pearances are made by Ernest Truex, 
Franklin Pangborn and Sylvia Field. 

Walt. 


Life Begins for Andy 
Hardy 


uction and release. eatures 
Lewis Stone, Mickey Rooney, Judy Gar- 
land, Fay Holden, Ann Rutherford, Sara 


Haden, Patricia Dane, Ray 
rected by George B. Seitz. Screenplay by 
Agnes Christine Johnston, based on char- 
acters created by Aurania Rouverol; came- 


McDonald. Di- 


era, Lester White; editor, Elmo Veron. 
Previewed at Alexander, Glendale, Aug. 
6, '41@ Running time, 100 MINS. 

PSNI 6655044044 0000000 Lewis Stone 
CE TO 05 cnéeesvnsicies Mickey Rooney 
Betey Westh. ceccccceoccsccess Judy Garland 
SE, WIN. 05.506040 c40e0ne0 Fay Holden 
Polly Benedict............. Ann Rutherford 
Mtns ctcmedankeeesten an Sara Haden 
eee Patricia Dane 
Jimmy Frobisher............ Ray McDonald 





_ ‘Life Begins for Andy Hardy’ pro- 
jects Andy into a new lift cycle— 
with inclusion of more seriousness 
and maturity in his adventures than 
previous issues that carried him 
through scholastic years. Transition 
in story technique to accommodate 
the natural aging of the youth in 
thought and action adds to the en- 
tertainment values of the series. 
Picture carries more serious tone 
than its predecessors, but is tightly 
knit, expertly directed and excel- 
lently performed, co rate it among 
the best of the Hardys. It’s a strong 
b.o. attraction for widest audience 
reaction. 

In bridging the summer vacation 
gap between Andy’s high school 
graduation and preparation for col- 
lege, story poses the problem of 
work or college for young Hardy. 
Understanding his son’s bewilder- 
ment, the ugge consents to a 
month’s trip to New York to take a 
fling in the business world. Andy 
goes through the mill of job-hunting, 
but lands one as an office boy just 
as his money runs out. He’s the ob- 
ject of a romantic pitch by the 
glamorous and gold-digging *switch- 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Wednesday, August 13, 1941 VARIETY 











EXHIBITOR 
PLEADS FOR 
DIOGENES 





Executive Offices: 
164 Stuart Street, Boston, Mass. 
GRAPHIC THEATRES CIRCUIT 
Opera House, 
Millinocket, Maine, Aug. 9. 


Editor, VARIETY: 


I honestly believe, and know, that only accurate knowledge of every picture booked 
into a house is a great help to the manager—IF HE’S HONEST. 


I know managers who use a review panning a pic as an alibi for tough biz, hence front 
offices in many cases will discourage subscriptions to VARIETY; encourage those to others less 
candid. But an honest manager, using honest reviews to discern between those pictures which 
should be leaned on and those which should g:>t the boot into a one-day, double-feature date, 
can make many an extra buck for his owners. Many times also, the baddies can be swapped 


* off for a second run on a good picture. Just y2sterday, I traded (title deleted) for return of 


“Western Union’ (Fox)—read your reviews on both films. Latter played here single for three 
days last spring and I'll double it up this time on Fri.-Sat. date. 


Too many, far too many, managers exploit (or try to) every picture that comes down 
the pike. Such practice is ridiculous. It doesn't take the stub-buyers long to figure out how 
any given manager operates either. Fool ‘em once and they'll be wary, a second time and 
you can see them in your opposition house. 


When a house is playing 5-8 features each week, it’s stupid to try exploiting them all— 
not giving one a real good push. It's like Ring'ing Bros. giving each chimp and baboon the 
same attention given to Gargantua. That is the situation as I see it in a town of stationary 
population. 


As far as the tradeshowing system is concerned I have little interest. The ‘Sergeant 
Yorks’ will always be sold alone. Pictures will undoubtedly have more star power and the 
producers and distribs will want more money for ‘em. Exhibitors will scream murder; pro- 
ducers will yell that managers aren't doing enough exploitation; the latter will be given hell 
from the home-offices; Metro will strongly endorse singles and the Loew circuit will continue 
with doubles; Parent-Teacher Ase‘ns will condemn ‘Kitty Foyles’ but won't go to see ‘Cheers 


— tT Miss Bishop, TOMMY COrCOlat WE Clg Or DIOP eR Akele sk See I ER TEs en w aaa: saa ae aeRO 


fill the beer glass with suds. What we all need is a little shot of Diogenes’ blood. 
Most Sincerely, 
LESLIE EMERSON. 


VARIETY 


NEW YORE CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD 
154 W. 46th St. 54 W. Randolph &t 1708 No. Vine St. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 13, 1941 








In L. A., Despite 


Ghost’ High 256, “Geese’ Fair 26 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

Downtown theatres felt the effects 
Friday and Saturday nights of film- 
star participation in Chinatown Fes- 
tival for United China Relief, which 
drew around 200,000 people. Para- 
mount is geared for the top single 
gross in town, with over $25,000 indi- 
eated for ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ 
and Ethel Waters on the stage in 
combination with the Katherine Dun- 
ham dancers. 


‘Hold That Ghost’ looks like a big- 
ger draw than the last Abbott and 
Costello picture and is heading for a 


combined take of f $29,000 at Pantages 


and RKO 


Heavy radio plugging on five local 
stations for ‘Wild Gees se Calling’ not 
helping business much at Chinese 
and State for the Fonda-Bennett 
starrer. Orpheum only fair with 
stage show headlined by Faith Bacon. 
‘Fantasia,’ in 28th week at Carthay 
Circle, showing astonishing staying 


power. 
Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle ‘F- wc) (1,615; 83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (RKO) (28th 
wk). Town's long-distance runner 
still in the money with profitable 
$4,000. Last week hit close to $4,500. 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034: 
30-44-55-75)—Wild Geese Calling’ 
(20th) and ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th). 
Fair $10.006. Last week, ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th), 
big $17,500 on eight days. 

Downtown (WB) (1.800; 30-44-55) 
—‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) (2d wk) 
and ‘Angels Wings’ (Rep) (2d wk), 
around $6,500, fair. Last week, $9,000, 
better than expected. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 
55)—‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) (4th 
wk). Sliding to around $2,900. Last 
week, $3,500, fair. 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-44-55) 
—‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and 


‘Angels Wings’ (Rep) (2d wk). Point- 
ing to fair enough $6,000, after mod- 
erately profitable $8,000 on first week. 

Orpheum (‘(B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
—‘Shot in Dark’ (WB) and ‘Bachelor 
Daddy’ (U) with Faith Bacon topping 
vaude bill. Ringing up fair $10,800. 
Last week, ‘Too Many Blondes’ (U) 
and ‘Scattergood’ (RKO) with Brenda 
and Cobina on stage, came up with 
a robust $12,000, best in a couple of 
months. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Two Taxi’ 
(Col). Clicking for topnotch $13,500. 
Last week. ‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) (3d 
wk) and ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO), 
petered out with around $6,400 in the 
box. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 
75)—Kiss Boys Goodbye’ (Par) with 
Ethels Waters and Katherine Dun- 
ham dancers on stage, climbing to 
nifty $25,000. Last week, ‘Shepherd 
Hills’ (Par) (2d wk) and ‘Sweetheart 





Campus’ (Col) with Rube Wolfe on 
stage. wound up with around $14.000. | 
RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55 )— | 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Prisoner on 
Devil’s Island’ (Col). Socko $15,500-| 
in sight. Last week. ‘Tom. Dick’ 


(RKO) (3d wk) and ‘Jungle cone. 












cade’ (RKO), mild $6,300. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 30-44- 
85.7 t = a 

ee Pe 9 0 (20th). Getting 

$12,000. fair. Last week. ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th) 
excellent $16,500. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2.100; 
30-44-55) —-‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) 


and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th). Will corral 
okay $4,700 on moveover. Last week 
‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘The 
Big Store’ (M-G). light $2,500. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-44-55) 
—'Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Dance 
Hall’ (20th). Robust $7,000 
cated. Last week, ‘Ringside Maisie’ 
(M-G) and ‘Big Store’ (M-G), so-so 
$4,300. 





‘Store’-Barnacle’ Dual 


Big $18,000 in J. C. 





Jersey Citv, Aug. 12. 

‘The Big Store’ and ‘Barnacle Bill’ 
are bringing Loew's biggest summer 
business in four years. Other the- 
atres getting only mild attendance. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 28-33-50) 
—‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Barnacle 
Bill’ (M-G). If huge attendance is 
sustained. this dual likely to take 
tremendous $18.000. Last week, ‘Met 
Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Richest Man 
Town’ (Col). swell $16.000. 

Stanley (WB) (4.500: 28-33-50)— 
‘Parson Panamint’ (Par)*and ‘Three 
Sons Guns’ (WB). Quiet $12,000 
seems to be the best these can do. 
Last week. ‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and 
‘Bullets O’Hara’ (WB) nice $14.000. 

State (Skouras) (2,150: 28-33-50)— 
Reluctant _ Dragon’ (RKO) = and 
*Sweetheart Campus’ (Col). Bad 
$6.500. Last week, ‘Jungle Caval- 
eade’ (RKO) and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th), 
very poor $5,500. 


« we 
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Kiss Boys’-Ethel Waters Big $25,000 


Chinese Festival; 





Broadway Grosses 


--— - 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week....... . 277.000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 


(Based on 11 theatres) 


‘GHOST, 312,000, 








RUNS IN CINCY 





Cincinnati, Aug. 12. 

Fresh product at three houses this 
week returning above-par takes and 
leveling off general biz to last week’s 
mark, giving exhibs something to 
smile about in view of continued hot 
spell. Mercury hit 99.2 degrees Fri- 
day (8) for burg’s all-time high on 
that date. 

Current cage topper is ‘Hold That 
Ghost’ at the Palace. It’s a length 
in front of ‘Manpower’ at the Albee. 
Keith’s has ‘Underground’ for an 
alrighty. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Manpower’ (WB). Okay $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), 
excellent $13,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Kiss Boys’ (Par). Moveover from 
Palace for second week. 
000. Same 
Dust’ (M-G) (2d run). 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
‘Country Fair’ (Rep) and ‘Hit Road’ 
(U), divided with ‘Raiders Desert’ 
(U) and ‘Criminal Within’ (PRC). 
Normal! $:,800. Last week, ‘Bride 
Crutches’ (20th) and ‘Was Prisoner’ 
(Col), split with ‘Sunset Wyoming’ 
(Rep) and ‘Bowery Blitzkrieg’ 
(Mono), okay $1,900. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). Switched 
from Albee for second week. Hot- 
cha $6,000. Last week. ‘Reluctant 
Dragon’ (RKQ), fine $6,000, best here 
for quite a spell. 

Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Underground’ (WB). All right 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Ringside Maisie’ 
(M-G), perked in last half to $4,000, 
fairly good. 


Limp $4,- 
last week for ‘Blossoms | 


‘Ghost’-“Highway’ 
Fine 8'!4,G, Seattle 


Seattle, Aug. 12. 


Main excitement this week is 
‘world premiere’ of ‘Wild Geese 
Calling,’ Seattle being selected be- 
cause this is the port to the far 
north—Alaska, and some of the 
scenes were shot on the local water- 
| front. 

No stars here for the preem, but 
it’s been played up in the news- 
papers in a big way. Ads and news 
stories tell the story. Radio is tieing 
in, too. 

‘Man Hunt’ moves to Blue Mouse 
for second stanza. Orpheum is doing 
okay with ‘Hold That Ghost.’ Palo- 

|}mar is relying on the Major Bowes 
unit for a little b.o. 
Estimates ror This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick- Evergreen) 
' (850; 30-40-50)—'Man Hunt’ . (20th) 
and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Moved from Paramount. Look for 
fair $2,200. Last week ‘Blossoms in 
Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Sunny’ (RKO) (2d 
wk), good $2,400. 

Coliseum ‘Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-35) — ‘Woman’s_ Face’ 
(M-G) and ‘Night in Lisbon’ (Par) 
(2d run). Expect moderate $2,600. 
Last week, ‘Blood and Sand’ (20th) 
and ‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) (2d 
run), $3,000, big. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 
green) (2,349; 30-40-50)—‘Kiss Boys 
Goodbye’ (Par) and ‘Forced Land- 
ing’ (Par). Anticipate good $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ 
(RKO) and ‘Bride Wore Crutches’ 
(20th), big $8,500. 

Liberty (J.-vH) (1,650; 21-30-40)— 
‘Prisoner Devil’s Island’ (Col) and 
‘Country Fair’ (Rep). Anticipate 
fair $3,200. Last week, ‘Can’t Take 
It’ (Col) and ‘Thing Called Love’ 
(Col) (revivals), slow $3,300 after 
fairly brisk start. 

Music Box (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Tom, Dick, Harry’ 
(RKO) and ‘Bride Wore Crutches’ 
(20th) (2d wk). Shifted release 
from Fifth Avenue, indicating big 
$3,300. Last week, ‘Barnacle Bill’ 
(M-G) (3d wk) and ‘Saint’s Vaca- 
tion’ (RKO) (1st wk), $3,000, big. 

Orpheum ‘(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600: 30-40-50) —‘Hold That Ghost’ 
(U) and ‘Highway West’ (WB). Ex- 
pect fine $8,500. Last Week, ‘Man- 
power’ (WB) and ‘San Antonio Rose’ 
(U) (2d wk), $4,100, good. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)— 
‘Father Steps Out’ (Mono) and ‘Bul- 
|lets for O'Hara’ (WB), but Bowes 
‘1941 Talent Prizewinners’ unit on 
stage the main magnet. Looking to 
hit big $5,200. Last week, ‘Puddin’ 
Head’ (Rep) and ‘Passage from Hong 
Kong’ (WB) plus vaude, $4,100, fair. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50) —‘Wild Geese’ (20th) 
and ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th). Eyeing 
fine $7,500. Last week, ‘Man Hunt’ 
(20th) and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th), 
$6,900, big. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
50)—‘Manpower’ (WB) solo. Hot re- 
lease from two weeks at Orpheum. 








Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— | Expect big | $3,200. Last week (21- 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO). Second change- | 35), ‘Pot o’ Gold’ (UA) and ‘Lady 
over for third week on main front, | from Cheyenne’ (U) (2d run) $2,300, 
after week’s absence. Fair $3.000.! good. 

Last week, ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) | Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
(5th wk), favorable $3,006. |30)—‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 33-40-50)— | ‘Model Wife’ (U) (2d run). Expect 
‘Hold That Ghost’ (U). Very good! good $2,000. Last week, ‘Nice Girt 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Kiss Boy rs | (U) and ‘Back Street’ (U), slow 
Goodbye’ (Par), all right $10, 000. $1, 900. 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY, 


aw Mine. aia Bie Soa M38: line’ Tuned For \ ine 


‘Red Skelton In ‘Whistling’ Tuned For 4 





Gas Curfew, Vacations Slough Philly; 


Caroline’ Poor $9,500, ‘Mo.’ $5,500 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week........ .. 81,587,200 
(Based on 28 cities, 177 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y 





Total Gross Same Week 
. 91,483,400 
(Based on 26 cities, 168 theatres) 


GHOST, $11,000, 
LVILLE PANIC 


Louisville, Aug. 12. 

‘Hold That Ghost’ is making 
things plenty lively along the main 
stem this week and the Abbott and 
Costello pie is pulling in some real 
coin. Boys are hot as a firecracker 
right now. 

Other houses are likewise doing 
alright. ‘Ringside Maisie,’ at Loew’s 
State, is catching good trade, as is 
h.o. of ‘Manpower’ at Mary Andcer- 
son. 








Estimates for This Week 


Brown (‘Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) 
and ‘Paper Bullets’ (Prod. Rel.). 


Moved over from Rialto and going 
along to average $2,000. Last week, 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Saint's 
Vacation’ (RKO) with March of 
Time, medium $1,800. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1.200: 15-25) 
—Hamilton Woman’ (M-G)_ and 
‘Model Wife’ (U). Pacing for fair 
$1,100. Last week, ‘Million Dollar 
Baby’ (WB) and ‘Reaching Sun’ 
(Par) (four days), and ‘Power Dive’ 
(Par) and ‘Affectionately Yours’ 
(WB) (three days), medium $1,200. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) and 
‘Sweetheart Campus’ (Col). Point- 
ing to a pretty good $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and 
‘Free and Easy’ (Col), fair $6,500. 

Mary Anderson (Ligbon) 1,000; 15- 
30-40 )—'Manpower’ (WB) (2nd wk.). 
Indications are for fine’ $4,000 on 
h.o. Last week, resounding $7,000. 
May hold for third week. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Mold Ghost’ 


(U) and ‘Hit 
Road’ (WU). Should turn in $11,000, 
very hig in this town. Last week 
‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) and ‘Paper Bul- 
lets’ (Par) punchy $8,500 and move- 
over. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
15-30-40)—"Navy Blue’ (M-G) and 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) (reissues). 
Couple of oldies and going along to 


fairish 938,000, or 
summer 


flirting 
ave verag e figure. 


with that 








~zwney, Benny In 


Holdovers, ‘Mr. Jordan’ Big Time, ‘Jekyll’ Opens 





| Benny in ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), 
in ‘Hold That Ghost,’ 
| Harry’, and the Cagney-Davis 
|Came C.O.D.’, there are two 
week, They are 
promises a springboard for 
film company, 


Mr. Jordan’ (Col). 


Gary Cooper in ‘Sergeant York’ 
Tracy in ‘Jekyll and Hyde,’ 
last night at the Astor on Broadway. 


more, Cincinnati, St. Louis, 


It is in third week in San Francisco, 
$12,000 in Providence, smash 11G 











month. 
Neither summer heat nor night 





(RKO). 


Comedy prevails as the best paying 
| throughout the nation in the regular film releases. To 
| the list of laugh getters, recently shown, 
| Abbott and Costello 
Ginger Rogers in “Tom, 
combination in 
additional 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ (M-G), 


and Robert Montgomery in 


Of sterner texture is the duet of new season specials, 


Easily ‘fulfilling last week’s prognostications that 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ was just what August ordered, reports 
from Variety’s correspondents in key cities throughout 
the country tell of its first-run strength, justifying hold- 
Overs in nearly every spot. Film is in second weeks in 
New York (Roxy), San Francisco, Kansas City, Balti- 
Milwaukee, 
Denver, Providence, Washington and Omaha. 


‘GHOST’ POTENT 


Of comparable potency is ‘Hold That Ghost,’ some- 
thing more than a wraith on exhibitors’ profit sheets. 


$12,000 in Cincinnati, and a sweltering $10,500 in Pitts- 
burgh. Looks as if some smart bookers are holding off 
on first runs until the weather settles later in the 


make any difference to Ginger Rogers in “Tom, Dick’ 
Second stanzas are big in Detroit, $15,500, and 





’Frisco, 15G. 
the subsequents, 


boxoffice fare 


including Jack 
out the land. 
Dick and 
‘Bride 
starters this 


Sept. 


In lesser type, 
Hall’ (20th), 


of Campus’ 
Kill’ (20th), 
Memphis, 


opened to a record 
in Louisville, hot 
ton. 


Circle (L. A.). 
Only two and 
new product. 


baseball seem to 





Most first runs liquidated; 


‘Blondie in Society’ 
(M-G), ‘Bullets for O’Mara’ (WB), 
certain Feeling’ (UA), 
(Col), 
‘Richest Man in Town’ 
Melodrama’ (M-G), ‘Forced Landing’ (Par) and ‘Reach- 
ing for the Sun’ (Par). 

Some sidelights. 
$24,000 at the Fox, Detroit, indicating that some of the 
boys elsewhere didn’t get everything that was in the 
cards from this film. Red Skelton’s initial appearance 
as a featured film player in ‘Whistling in the Dark’ 
(M-G) skyrocketed to $23,000, first week, in Washing- 
‘Sergeant York’ (WB) has moved to the Holly- 
wood, on Broadway, after six big weeks at the Astor. 
Now playing to 75c to $1, continuous. 
still drawing at the Broadway (N. Y.) and the Carthay 


a pushover for 


There is a generous mixture of attractions through- 
Mostly in duals. 
ing off the fading season’s final releases to catch the 
1 product on the upswing, 
pictures already listed, others that are getting ‘A’ rating 


Circuit houses are play- 


if any. In addition to 


which at the top of duals include ‘Blossoms in the Dust’ 

Red Skelton to join fast (M-G), ‘Reluctant Dragon’ (Disney-RKO), ‘Ringside 

‘Here Comes Maisie’ (M-G), ‘Man Hunt’ (20th), ‘Hamilton Woman’ 

(UA), ‘Underground’ (WB), ‘Time for Rhythm’ (Col), 

‘Shepherd of the Hills’ (Par), ‘Manpower’ (WB), ‘Life 

(WB), and Spencer With Caroline’ (RKO), ‘Bad Men of Missouri’ (WB), 

which had its first showing | ‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G), ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) 
and ‘Big Store’ (M-G). 


in the supporting groove, are ‘Dance 
(Col), ‘Wait for You’ 
‘Hit Road’ (U), ‘Un- 
‘Tight Shoes’ (U), ‘Sweetheart 
‘Topper Returns’ (UA), ‘Dressed to 
(Col), ‘Washington 


‘Time for Rhythm’ (Col) clicked to 


‘Fantasia’ (RKO) 


a half weeks to Labor Day and the 


’™ 
vv 
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‘Big Store’ 





Philadelphia, Aug. 12 

Boxoffice lethargy is the rule 
along Philly’s film sector, with some 
exhibs placing at least part of the 
blame on the gasoline station curfew, 
which they claim is keeping custom: 
ers away from the downtown houses 
and sending them to the nabes to 
save gas for Mr. Ickes. 

Best reason for stay-away-itis, 
however, continues to be the vaca- 
tion trek, with another record-shat- 
tering weekend exodus reported. 
The New York Yankees, here for a 
four-game series, drew 110,600 dur- 
ing that time, adding to the deluxers’ 
woes, 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
‘Big Store’ (M-G) (2d run). Just 
barely topping $2,000, poor. Last 
week, ‘Moon Miami’ (20th), fairish 
$2,800 for second run. Revival] of 
‘Ruggles of Red Gag’ opened today 


(Tues. ). 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Life Caroline’ (RKO). Hammered 
by the crix. Will barely top sour 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) 
only slightly better with disappoint. 
ing $10,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) with 
Frankie Masters orch and Dennis 
Day on stage. Not bad in view of 
conditions with $17,000. Last week, 
‘Dance Hall’ (20th) with Vaughn 
Monroe band, fair $16,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). Not up to 
par with $13,500. Last week, ‘Un- 


derground’ (WB), fairish $11,000 for 
second week. 
Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 


—‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) (2d run) (24 
wk). Holding up with okay $3,500 
for this round, after satisfactory 
$4,500 last week. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) (2d run). Better 
at second run than initial try with 
$4,200. Last week, ‘Caught Draft’ 
(Par), not bad $3,500 for second week 
of second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Manpower’ (WB) (2d wk). Finish- 


ing deuce sesh with fair $10,000. 
Opener netted good $16,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)—<- 
‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB). Morse 
opera headed for bangup_ $5,500, 
Will probably h.o. Last week, ‘Lady 
Cheyenne’ (U), , good § $4,800. 


‘Bride’-‘0’Hara’ Dual Best 
In B’klyn With $17,000 


Brooklyn, Aug. 12. 
Top money is at Fabian aay 
mount, showing ‘Bride Came C.O.D 
and ‘Bullets for O’Hara.’ RKO Albe« 
strong with ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ an 
‘Dance Hall.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)—+ 
‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) and ‘Dance 
Hall’ (20th). Strong $15,000. ont 
week ‘Moon Miami’ (20th) (2d wk. 





and ‘Highway West’ (WB), quiet $12, 
000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023: 25-35-50)—~ 
‘Shepherd of Hills’ (Par) and ‘Blone- 
die Society’ (Col). Fair $13,000. Last 
week ‘Time Rhythm’ (Col) and ‘Ade 

venture Washington’ (Col), nice $14. 
| oon 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 25-35-50) 


‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Wait for 
You’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Neat $14,000. 
Last week strong $16,000. 
Paramount (Fabian) (4,126: 25-35- 
50)—‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and ‘Bul- 
lets O'Hara’ (WB). Bright $17,000. 
Last week ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and 
‘Poison Pen’ (Rep) (4th wk.), good 


| $13,000. 





MARXES-BEERY $15,000 





and ‘Barnacle Bill’ 
Best in Newark 
Newark, Aug. 12. 

Best business of the week is bein 
done by Loew’s, with ‘Big Store’ con 
‘Barnacle Bill.’ ‘Reluctant Dragon,’ 
‘Accent on Love’ and vaudeville 
give Proctor’s second place. 

Paramount reopened Friday (8) 
morning, following a_ three-week 
blackout for repairs, modernization 
and staff changes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford ‘WB) (2,800; 28-33-44. 
55)—‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) ard ‘Lone 
Wolf’ (Col) (2d wk). Good $10,000. 
Last week, fine $14,500. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2.0005 
30-35-44-55)—‘Shepherd Hilis’ (Par) 
and ‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep) (5 days). 
Nice $10,000 seen. House reopened 
Friday (8). 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400; 28-44-55) 
—‘Dragon’ (RKO) and ‘Accent Love’ 
(20th) with five vaudeville acts 
Mon.-Wed. evenings should take fair 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Dance Hall’ 
(20th), ‘Girl News’ (20th), and 
vaudeville three days, dull $11,000. 

State (Loew’s) 2,600; 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Barnacle 
Bill’ (M-G). Neat $15,000 in view. 
Last week. ‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and 
‘Richest Man Town’ (Col), excellent 
$16,000. 
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Andrews-Breese Orch Hypo ‘Kiss’ 
H.0. to Big $44,000 in Chi; ‘Ghost’ 
Great 1846. Fog’ Clear-Cut $10,000 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

Two solid turns on the stage of the 
Chicago this week make up for the 
fact that the picture is a holdover. 
Lou Breese’s orch, well established 
in Chicago after many weeks in the 
Chez Paree and on the radio, and 
the Andrews Sisters are hot b.o. at 
this time. Extra shows every day 
are the rule currently. 

Abbott and Costello in ‘Hold That 





| Dick’ (RKO), big $10,000 in eight 
days . 


State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44) —‘Kiss 
Boys’ (Par). Mary Martin and Don 
Ameche don’t mean so much here. 
Heading for light $5,000. Last week, 
‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par), fine $8,500. 

, Uptown (Par) (1,300; 28-39) — 
Blood Sand’ (20th). First neighbor- 
hood showing. En route to nice 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Penny Serenade’ 
(Col), first nabe showing, $3,500, 


Ghost’ at Palace will go at least four 
weeks to top business. A big winner 
the first week, the flicker will ride 
through Labor Day at the present 


pace, 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Big Store’ (M-G). Not too much 
here, looking for maybe $5,000, poor. 
Last week, ‘Caught Draft’ (Par), 
finished terrific six weeks in the loop 
to bang up $6,500. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) (2nd wk) and 
stage show. Andrews Sisters and 
Lou Breese band are the real cause 
of the boxoffice bustle currently to 

rilliant $44,000. Last week, ‘Kiss 
Boye with Jerry Colonna and Dinah 
Shore, very happy $38,900. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Bride C.O.D”’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Third loop week and okay at $4,500, 
after snagging neat $5,900 last week. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44) 
—John Doe’ (WB) and ‘One Night 
Lisbon’ (Par). Okay $7,000. Last 
week, ‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Blood 
Sand’ (20th) fine $8,700. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
*Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Melody Three’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). Second week 
started today (Tuesday) and the 
combination will go four weeks eas- 
ily, having come up with smacking 
$18,500 on first week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Out of Fog’ (WB). Strong 
emotion picture getting fine evening 
play and looking for $10,000 for ini- 
tial session. Last week, ‘Big Store’ 
(M-G) wobbled a bit in midweek, 
but managed to come in with okay 
$9,800. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
*Prisoner Devil’s Island’ (Col) and 
vaude. Good show and picture head- 
ing for $18,000, fine. Last week, 
*Bad Man’ (M-G), neat $16.800. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
$5-55-65-75)—Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) 
(3d wk).. Matrons are giving this 
picture plenty of attention. Will 

arner satisfying $8.000 currently, 
after taking good $9,100 last week. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 33-44-55) 
—‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) (5th 
wk). Picture winds up today (Tves- 
day) and will take down good $5,009 


after $6,000 currently. Tomorrow 
(Wednesday) house gets ‘Under-.; 
round’ (WB) which Balaban & 


atz and Warners couldn’t get to- 
gether on for loop showing. 








MPLS. HEALTHY, BUT 


KISS BOYS’ NG. $5,000 


Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 

Business continues at its improved 
tempo and provides the basis for the 
cheerful feeling in evidence around 
the loop. No week passes now but 
that several pictures give good box- 
office accounts of themselves. Cur- 
rently there’s ‘Manpower’ and “The 


i 
j 
| 
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good. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44) 
—Tom, Dick’ (RKO). Moved here 
from Orpheum and still clicking. 
Good $2,500 indicated. Last week, 
In Navy’ (U) (3d wk), fine $2,300 
after two hefty Orpheum weeks that 
yielded $15,200. 


DET. MILD WITH 
KISS BOYS 156 


—_ ——— 


Detroit, Aug. 12. 

There’s nothing really terrific in 
town this week, what with holdovers 
and lesser quality new pix. Fox, 
however, looks to be best again with 
a strong $15,500 on second week of 
‘Tom, Dick, Harry’ coupled with new 
programmer, ‘Perfect Crime.’ 

Other shows are about average 
with Michigan in line for ordinary 
$15,000 with a new bill, ‘Kiss Boys 
Goodbye,’ and ‘Out of Fog.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—Run-of-mine $5,000 with ‘Sweet- 
heart of Campus’ (Col) and ‘Bowery 
Blitz’ (Mono). Last week litte bet- 
ter, $5,500 for ‘Sunny’ (RKO) and 
‘Two in Taxi’ (Col). 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—Second week of ‘Tom, Dick, 
Harry’ (RKO) with new companion 
piece, ‘Perfect Crime’ (Col), appears 
headed for satisfactory $15,500. Last 
week with ‘Time for Rhythm’ (Col), 
a very sweet $24,000. Better than 





expected. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55)—Kiss Boys’ (Par), and 


‘Out of Fog’ (WB), average $15,000, 
nice profit. Last week about same 
for ‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) and ‘Top- 
per Returns’ (UA). 

Palms - State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-55)—‘Shepherd of Hills’ 
(Par) and ‘Topper’ (UA) and should 
draw ordinary $8,000. Last week 
fifth of ‘Caught. Draft’ (Par), and 
‘Sea Woif’ (WB) pleasing $7,500. 


‘HOLD GHOST’ RECORD 
$12,000 IN PROVIDENCE 


Providence, Aug. 12. 
Going to town nearly two weeks 
before opening with Abbott and 
Costello in ‘Hold That Ghost,’ 
George E. French, manager of RKO 
Albee, and Bill Morton, house pub- 








licist, put Wa one -elethe ~stvenges: 
campaigns hereabouts in some 
months, and have the spot riding 
high, wide and handsome despite 


record-breaking summer heat. 

Strand is doing well with ‘Kiss 
the Boys Goodbye.’ Other grosses 
showing effects of heat wave and a 
bit on the wilting side. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Repent Lei- 
sure’ (RKO). Spot s.r.o. and head- 
ing for record-breaking $12,000 and 
holdover. Last week, dark. 
Carlton (Fay-Lowe) (1,400; 28-39- 


ae Store’ going over the boxoffice | 
Op. 
Tough opposition from the roller | 
derby at the Auditorium and ex-| 
treme heat are adverse factors, but! 
figures, for the most part, are re- 
spectable, nevertheless. 


Estimates for This Week |50)—Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)—| ‘Ride Vaquero’ (20th) (2d run). 
‘Bullets O’Hara’ (WB) and ‘Wait for} Lack of cooling system holding this 
You’ (M-G), dual first-runs. In for) one down for fairish $2,000. Last 
five days and should hit first-rate! week. ‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) 
$1,300. Last week. ‘Hit Road’ (U)/ and ‘Fog’ (WB) (2d run), same 
and ‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G),|} Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 10-25-35)— 
dual first-runs, split with ‘Cyclone! ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) (reissue) and 
orseback’ (RKO) and ‘Scattergood| ‘Sunset Wyoming’ (Rep). With 
lls’ (RKO), also dual first-runs.| Ginger’s drawing power and Autry’s 


Satisfactory $1,900 in eight days. attraction for the youngsters, house 


Century (P-S) (1.600: 28-39-44) —/| looking toward nice $2,800. Last 
“Shepherd Hills’ (Par) (2d wk).! week, ‘Murder Invitation’ (Mono) 
Brought here from State after et afd ‘Tumbledown Ranch’ (Mono), 
week at latter house. Looks like} fair $2,000. 
retty good $3,600. Last week, ‘Bride| Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 28-39-50)— 

.O.D’ (WB) (2d wk), nice $3.800| ‘Underground’ (WB) and _ ‘Kisses 


Breakfast’ (WB). Not too strong on 
this one with fairish $6,500 in the 
offing. Last week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 


after healthy $8,000 first week at 
State. 





Esquire (Berger) (290: 20)—‘Can't! 


Take It With You’ (Coil) (reissue). (20th) and ‘Ride Vaquero’ (20th), 
Satistactory $800. Last week, ‘De-| nifty $10,000. 
sign Murder’ (Indie) and ‘Shark! State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 


sega’ (Indie), dual first-runs, light | ‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G) and ‘Stars 


: Look Down’ (M-G). Not much to 
Gopher (P-S) (998: 28) — ‘Biz! brag about this week and_ rather 
Store’ (M-G). Marx Brothers well| slow $8.000. Last week, ‘Ringside 
spotted in this house and stretching} Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Officer Lady 
toward big $5,000. Last week, ‘Time| (Col). good $12,000. 

Rhythm’ (Col), $3,400. okay. 





Strand (Indie) (2,000: 28-39-50)— 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800: 28-39-44)— | ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) and ‘Puddin’ Head’ 
‘Manpower’ (WB). Mixed opinion! (Rep). Showing some strength and 
relative to film’s merits. but e2st, hesdine for good $7.500. Last week. 
name lineup a b.o. asset. Good |! ‘Ruees Red Gap’ (Par) and ‘Wings 
$6,500 in prospect. Last week, ‘Tom, Dark’ (Par) (reissues), slow $4,000. 








First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Aug. 14 
Astor— ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Myde’ (M-G) (12). 
(Reviewed in Vartery July 23) 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(40th wk). 
Capitoli—‘Hold That Ghost’ (U) 
(2d wk). 
Criterion—‘Mata Hari’ 
(reissue). 
Globe — ‘40,000 Horsemen’ 
(Kreliberg). 
Hollywood — ‘Sergeant 
(WB) (7th wk). 
Musie Hall—‘Here Comes Mr. 
Jordan’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Paramount — ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye’ (Par) (13). 
(Reviewed in Variety June 25) 
Rialto—‘Mystery Ship’ (Col) 
16). 
Roxy—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) 
(3d wk). 
Strand—‘Bad Men of Missouri’ 
(WB) (15). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 8) 
Week of Aug. 21 
Astor — ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Broadway—'Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(41st wk). 
Capitol—‘Life Begins for Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Hollywood — ‘Sergeant York’ 
(WB) (8th wk). 
Music Hall—‘The Little Foxes’ 
(RKO-Goldwyn). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Paramount — ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Roxy — ‘Wild Geese Calling’ 
(20th) (22). a 
(Reviewed in Vanity July 30) 
Strand—‘Bad Men of Missouri” 
(WB) (2d wk). 


(M-G) 


York’ 





MANPOWER’ BIG 
$13.0, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Aug. 12. 








All of the current power is 
centered in ‘Manpower,’ which is 
punching away for h.o. at Hipp. 


‘Ringside Maisie’ taking a cuffing at 
State, as is ‘Jungle Cavalcade,’ rather 
Static at Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO). Skylarking along 
brightly on moveover for third week, 
$4,000. Last stanza’s ‘Bad Men 
Missouri’ (WB) (2d wk) got $4,100. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
-—‘Manpower’ (WB). Going to town. 
Assured of over $13,000 and h.o. Last 
week, “Tom, Dick’ (RKO), held up 
smartly in second chapter, $8,400. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO). Re- 
garded as old stuff by natives, de- 
spite ballyhoo, with not more than 
$5,500 in the wind. Last week, ‘Re- 
luctant Dragon’ (RKO), worthwhile 
$7,200. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450: 30-35-42-55) 
—Ringside Maisie’ (M-G). Too much 
of a fluff-ball for this Loew de luxer; 
quiet opening heralding mild $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par), ordi- 
nary $9500. ; 
* Stilfman” (i. oew 3) (1,972; 30-35-42: | 


55)—‘Kiss Boys’ (Par). Moveover 
riding for extra good $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G), after 


indifferent round at State, 
good $5,700 here. 


ran up 





‘Jordan, $90,000, ‘Ghost,’ $25,000, 


Benny's 2d, 376, 


Big Winners In 


Keen B way Competish; York’ Moves 





Strong mewcomers and _ robust 
holdovers are making the competi- 
tion keen this week on Broadway. 

‘Hold That Ghost,’ latest Abbott- 
Costello comedy, is giving the Capi- 
tol new vigor with $25,000 in sight. 
Not as high as expected, but feeling 
is it is not the right house for the 
film. ‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan,’ 
aided by personal endorsement 





newspaper ad splurges, is getting a 
splendid $90,000 at the Music Hall, 
which always receives a heavy play 
from summer visitors. Stays a sece 
ond session. 

Only other newcomer of note is 
‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,’ which 
opened yesterday (Tuesday) morn- 
ing at the Astor at pop prices and 
continuous run, ‘Sgt. York,’ which 
wound up at this house Sunday (10) 


SKFILTON-PASTOR ORCH 





‘Ghost,’ ‘Manpower’ Each | 
Good $6,500 in Memphis | 


Memphis, Aug. 12. 
Town has couple of hits this week. | 


‘Hold that Ghost’ is socko at the} 
Malco. Ditto the Warner’s ‘Man- 
power.’ | 


Estimates for This Week 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— | 
‘Manpower’ (WB). Marquee lure of 
three strong names overcoming luke- | 
warm press for mebbe $6,500. Last} 
week, ‘Singapore Woman’ (WB),| 
$3,300, better than expected. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— | 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) (2d wk).| 


Raves still helping this one toward 
$3,000, not bad at all for h.o. week. 
Last week, $8,200, wham. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G). Not re- 
garded here as up to ‘Maisie’ stand- 
ard and will do well to rate weak 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Tom, Dick’ 
(RKO), second week, $2,000, so-so. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—‘Hold Ghost’ (U). Abbott-Costello 
appeal plus Andrews Sisters and 
Mischa Auer ring the weikin here. 
Breezing to good $6,500. Last week, 
‘Parson Panamint’ (Par), four days, 
‘San Antonio Rose’ (U), three days, | 
$2,500, poor. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (2d 
run) and ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col), split. 
Should manage par $1,500. Last 
week, ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (2d run), 
three days; ‘Officer and Lady’ (Col) | 
two days, and ‘Two Taxi’ (Col), wes 
days, $1,600, good. 





night, switched to the Hollywood 
Monday (11) with new pop scale and 
continuous run. Cleverly conceived 
second preem festivities were used 
to call attention to switchover Mon- 
day night. 

Strongest holdover is ‘Charley’s 
Aunt,’ at Roxy, where slick $37,000 
is likely on the second stanza. Jack 
Benny laugh piece is holding a third 
week. ‘Shepherd of Hills’ at the 
Paramount with Erskine Hawkins 
band and Four Ink Spots, nabbed 
nifty $33,000 on second week ending 
last night (Tuesday). 

Combination of ‘Billy the Kid’ and 
James Barton, Beverly Roberts and 
finals in Loew’s N.Y. Bathing Beauty 
contest on stage, lifting the State up 
to $19,000, an improvement over re- 
cent weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) —‘Dr. Jekyll-Mr. Hyde’ 
(M-G). Opened yesterday (Tuesday) 
on continuous performance policy 


GHOST RECORD 
$10,500 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 12. 

No complaints—again. That's get- 
ting to be a pleasant as well as 
steady refrain locally. Only faintly 
sour note in the first-run sector is 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ which 
doesn’t seem to be going anywhere 
at Penn. Otherwise, the joints are 
‘jumpin.’ 

Shep Fields’ new band, with ‘Ring- 
side Maisie,’ pounding the Stanley 
till for a hefty week. At the Sen- 
ator, Abbott and Costello are prov- 
ing again they’re hotter than pistols, 
with ‘Hold That Ghost’ heading for 





house record until now held. by ‘To-| same scale as the Capitol. Final six 
bacco Road. days of ‘York’ (WB) (75-85-$1.10- 
Estimates for This Week $1.65-$2.20), concluding nearly six 


weeks Sunday (10) night, near $16,- 
000, not far from previous gait of 
$19,000, fifth week. 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 55-75- 
$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Dis- 
ney) (40th wk). Dipped slightly to 
$9,000 in 39th week, but reported 
picking up again in current session, 
Disney opus did $9,900 in 38th stanza, 

Capitol (Loew’s( 4,520); 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—"Hold Ghost’ (U). New 
Abbott-Costello comedy may hit $25,- 
000, best here in weeks. ‘Ringside 
Maisie’ (M-G), in ahead, dismal 
$9,000, about worst of present sum- 
mer. 


Criterion (Loew’s (1,662; 35-44-55. 
75)— ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) (reissue), 
Opens today (Wednesday) with pre- 
view, after three weeks of ‘Stars 
Look Down’ (M-G). A. J. Cronin 
drama reaching for $7,000 on third 
stanza, after $8,000 in second week. 

Glebe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
‘Officer and Lady’ (Col). Headed for 
mild $4,500, or under. ‘Gangs, Inc.’ 
(PRC), in ahead, topped $5,000, with 
surprise windup spurt. 

Holiyweod (WB) (1,454; 75-$1.i0- 
$1.65)—York’ (WB). Moved over 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Kiss Boys’ (Par). Not a lot 
the crix could hand this one, except 
a few palms for Mary Martin’s per- 
formance and a word or two of 
praise for home-towner Oscar Le- 
vant. May better skimpy $10,000, 
but that’s doubtful. Last week, 
‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G), swell $14,- 
500 


Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Tom, 
Dick’ (RKO) (3d wk). Brought in 
here after successive stanzas at War- 
ner and Penn. Looks like around 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Caught Draft’ 
(Par) (4th wk) downtown for sum- 
mer run record, okay $3,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1.750; 25-35-50) 
—Hold Ghost’ (U). Headed for at 
least $10,500 which smashes house 
record. Last week, ‘Dance Hall’ 
(20th) and ‘Hit Road’ (U), out of 


running at $3,000. 
(3,800; 25-40-60)— 


Stanley (WB) 

‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) and Shep 
Fields orch. Everybody pleasantly 
surprised by biz Fields’ new band 
is doing. House heading for fine 
$19,000. maybe better. Last week. 
Paul Whiteman and ‘Barnacle Bill’ 
(M-G), excellent $21,700. 


Warner (WB) (2,000: 25-35-50)— | Monday (11) morning, with special 
‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) (2d wk). parade and preem festivities at night. 
Brought here from Penn and con- Too early to tell if comparatively 


Same pace as Astor can be main- 
tained, but new scale may help in 
this jinx house. Looks like $5,000 in 
first two days, which is okay for 
seventh week on Broadway. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 39-55-65)— 
‘Moon Over Miami’ (20th) (2d run) 
and ‘Highway West’ (WB) (ist run). 
First week of dual policy after two 
weeks of ‘Reluciant Dragon’ (RKO): 


SOCK $23,000 iN WASH |=: S02 ‘ 
4 ney picture a little under $10,600. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) and Claude 
Thornhill band, Four Ink Spots, 
Jerry Colonna, others on _ stage. 
Opens today (Wednesday) after pre- 
view last night. Ink Spots are hold- 


tinuing to do all right. Should grab 
$6,500 here. which means third week 
at Ritz. Last week, “Tom, Dick’ 
(RKO), also h.o. from Penn, not as 
good at $5,300. 





Washington, Aug. 12. 
Doldrums are only noticeable 
around here where there’s nothing 
on the screen to_drag ’em in. Capitol 





Firat Sesstort uP Dis= 


even reported a holdout yesterday 
(Monday) a.m. for ‘Whistling in 
Dark,’ easily the topper in a town 
full of Red Skelton fans he won via 
many vaude appearances. 


at Palace, getting fair biz. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44- 
66)—‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G), 
Tony Pastor’s orch on stage. Red 
Skelton’s local popularity boosting 
it toward socko $23,000 
‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G), plus 
Boles personal, excellent $20.000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44) 
‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) (2d run). Still 
good. in third downtown stanza, for 
fine $6,000. 
(20th) (2d run), good $5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 75-$1.10) — 
‘Sergeant York’ (WB) (2d wk.) plus 
vaude. Advance price scale holding 
it down to fair $17,500. Last week 
same film, far below expectations 
but still profitable $24,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) (2d wk.). Hold- 
ing up excellently for sweet $9.000 
and heading for third term. Last 
week. excellent $13.500. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1.600: 28-44)— 
‘Bride C.O.D” (WB) (2d run). 
Rushed in last week (5) and should 
see nice $8.300 for 10 days. Last 
week ‘Blondie Society’ (Col). lasted 
four days for poor $1.200. 

Palace (Loew) (2.242; 28-54)— 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). Fair $13.- 
500, but may stay. Last week ‘Blos- 
somes Dust’ (M-G), fell off to sad 
$12,000. 


Aunt,’ 


Only other new item is ‘Charley a 
| 
i 


| show. 


plus | 


Last week | 
John | 


Last week ‘Moon Miami’ | 


39-55 )-— | 


| ing over afier two weeks with pre- 
vious stage show. ‘Shepherd of Hills’ 
(Par) and Erskine Hawkins band, 
others on stage (2d wk), profitable 
$33,000, after $46,000 in first week. 
Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,960; 44-55-85-99-$1.65)—‘Here 
Comes Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and stage 
Splendid $90,000 for opening 
week insures a second session. “Tom, 
Dick’ (RKO) plus stage show (3d 
wk), in ahead, profitable $73,000 
Rialto (Mayer) (750; 28-44-55)— 


‘Ellery Queen Perfect Crime’ (Col). 
Holding to mild summer biz pace at 
| $5,000. ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), pre- 


vious week, fair $5,400. 

Rexy (20th) (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and stage 
show (2d wk). Jack Benny’s comedy 
continues as slick draw, with $37,000 
for second stanza likely, after smash 
| $57,000 on initial week. Remains 
over for a third session. 

State (Loew's) (3,400; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10) —‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) (2d 
run) plus James Barton, Beverly 
| Roberts, others. Aided by finals in 
Bathing Beauty contest, with George 
Jessel, m.c., Monday (11), slick $19,- 
000. ‘Adventure Wash.’ (Col) (1st 
run) plus Cass Daley, Larry Adler, 
Barry Wood, Joe Rines orch, last 
week, n.g. $14,600. 

Strand (WB) (2.767; 35-55-85-99 )— 
‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and Phil Harris 
band on stage (3d wk). Combo of 
Bette Davis and James Cagney in 
picture, plus Harris’ radio rep, keep- 
ing this one up in the money. Third 
session good for $20,000, after sturdy 
$34,000 on second week. 
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Wedneeday, August 13, 1941 





Frisco Full of H.0.s: 


ee 9 


‘Missouri - Maisie 


Neat $16,500, ‘Aunt 2d Hefty $13,000 





San Francisco, Aug. 12. 

Mostly holdovers on the street this 
week, with the sole newcomers, ‘Bad 
nee of Missouri’ and ‘Ringside 

aisie’ at the Fox, in so-so class. 
‘Tom, Dick and Harry,’ at Gate, and 
‘Charley’s Aunt,’ at Warfield, con- 
tinue to be the brighter spots in 
their second weeks. 

Films are having ony of com- 
etish via the ‘Ice Follies’; Ingrid 
ergman in ‘Anna Christie’ at the 
Curran; Minna Gombell and other 
film names in ‘Quiet Please’ at the 
Alcazar; four-hour free show headed 
by Eddie Cantor to dedicate the 
city’s Hospitality House Saturday 
(9), and the Ballet Russe at the 
Opera House. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50) — 
‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and ‘Ring- 
side Maisie’ (M-G). This pair get- 
ting equal billing as ‘two top hits’ 
and good $16,500 in sight. Last (2d) 
week, ‘Manpower’ (WB) and ‘Kisses 
Breakfast’ (WB), $9,000, fair. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 25-40-50)— 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) (3d wk). Third 
h.o. pushing world preem of MOT’s 
‘Vatican’ to Friday (15). With new 
Mickey Mouse added, Festival will 
finish with around $4,000. Last week, 
okay $5,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
§5)—‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and vaude 
(2d wk). Still topping ‘Kitty Foyle’ 
for big $15,000. First week, terrific 
$21,509. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,400; 35- 
49-50)—‘Hold Ghost’ (U) (3d wk) 
and ‘Meet Chump’ (U) (lst wk). 
Aided by a new second feature, 
third frame holding up for excellent 
$7,000. Last week, with ‘San An- 
tonio Rose’ (U), splendid $9,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
§0)—‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) and ‘Shining 
Victory’ (WB) (2d wk). Only fair 
$7,500 in six days. First week, un- 
der expectations with $14,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 
50)—‘Manpower’ (WB) and 
Breakfast’ (WB) (moveover). 
week on street will get 
$5,000, same as last week’s move- 
over, ‘Underground’ WB) and ‘I'll 
Wait’ (M-G). 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650: 35-40-50)— 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Dressed 
to Kill’ (20th) (2d wk). Still going 
great guns for hefty $13,000. First 
week, socko $18,000. 


ROCHESTER-‘B’WAY LTD,’ 
NICE $15,000 IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Aug. 12. 


‘Kisses 
Third 
average 








_Okay at Keith’s is ‘Hold That 
Ghost,’ reaching out for sure h.o. 


Combo Hipp, bolstering ‘Broadway 
Limited’ with stage layout of Roch- 


ester’s unit, holding a better than 
average gait. 
» Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44) — ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G). | 


Fairi h response to this one indicat- 
ing about $7,000. Last week. second 
of ‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G), steady 
$7.600. f 

Hippodrome (Rappaport; 15-28-39- 


44-55-66 )—‘Broadway Limited’ (UA). | 


tv On sunporting st-ce | 
~ Se ae ee ee OT Pee Oe \ eee <8 


Leaning heavi 
a “ ’ ~ ’ 
Ji mochester unit. 


inching 
alright $15,000. 


out an Last 
‘Stardust Revue,’ nice $12.900. 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-39-44) — ‘Hold Ghost’ (U). Nice 
going from blowoff and aiming for 
strong $10,000 and sure h.o. Match- 
ing previous figures set by ‘In Navy’ 
(U). Last week, ‘Shepherd Hilis’ 
(Par), second week, modest $3.900. 
New (Mechanic) (1,581: 15-28-35- 
44)— ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) (2nd 
wk.). Holding in steady fashion to 
$5,000, after hitting off okay first 
round to solid $7,800. 
_Stanley (WB) (3,280: 15-38-39-44- 
$5 )—‘Underground’ (WB) (2nd wk.) 
Doing a bang-up job and holding in 
swell g 


age style at $9,000, after ringing 
ne bell on first try wi surprisi 
$14,200. ; ith surprising 


Mont’! B.0. Cold in Heat: 


Kiss Boys’ OK $5,500 





Montreal, Aug, 12. 
Mid-August sees small improve- 
ment in grosses locally and Loew’s 
repeating ‘Met in Bombay’ for good 
seasonal $5,000 and ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye’ should rate good $5,500. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
"Kiss Goodbye’ (Par). Best prospect 
along the street for good $5,500. Last 
pt ong ‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB), $4,000, 
air. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700: 30-45-62)— 
*Man Power’ (WB) and ‘First Beau’ 
(WB). Sighting good $5,000. Last 
week. ‘Underground’ (WB) and 
*Kisses Breakfast’ (WB), good $5.000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 35-46-67)— 
"Met Bombay’ (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
a in sight, after nice $6,500 last 
week. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 


ne aR RT 


. 4 


‘Dance Hall’ (20th) and ‘Tight Shoes’ 
(U). Fair $3,800 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) and 
‘Play Girl’ (RKO), satisfactory $4,- 
000. 

Orpheum (Ind) 1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Dictator’ (UA) (8th wk). Possible 
$1,200, after poor $1,500 last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 30-60)—‘L’Esclave Blanche’ 
(3d wk). House nearly empty. Best 
hope is rock-bottom $600, with same 
figure for seventh week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 30- 
40)—L’Aventurier’ and ‘Jerome Per- 
reau.’ Heat dropping gross to low 
Trieze’ and ‘Sonnette ‘d’Alarme,’ 
$1,500. Last week, ‘Quatre Cent 
faded to $1,800. 


Comedy Cargo 
InK. C.; Skelton 
Gets Bally, $9,000 


Kansas City, Aug. 12. 

Films are almost exclusively on 
comedy side this week, with only 
the Tower’s westerner dissenting 
from the trend. 

Newman is going nicely with ‘Kiss 
the Boys Goodbye’; Lowe’s Midland 
went all-out on newspaper spread 
for Red Skelton film, ‘Whistling in 
the Dark,’ and biz is favorable; Or- 
pheum has ‘Reluctant Dragon,’ but 
not too strong at b.o. H.O. comedy 











35-40- | 





out week, | 
Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) plus local | 


stand is Esquire and Uptown, where 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ is in a second week 
and holding up well. 


Estimates for This Week 


| .Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
| west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— 
i‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) (2d wk). 


|Getting good $6,000, topping many 
| first week takes. Last week, over 
| $10,000, very good. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
| —Whistling Dark’ (M-G) and ‘Stars 
Look Down’ (M-G). Skelton getting 
| plugging in daily ads and results in 
| better than average figure at over 
| $9,000. Last week, ‘Ringside Maisie’ 
(M-G) and ‘That Uncertain Feeling’ 
| (UA), fair $7,800. 
| Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
| 28-44)—‘Kiss Boys’ (Par). Had 
|sneak preview buildup, strong ad 


|campaign and getting good play, 
$10,000 fine here. Last week, ‘Bride 
C.0.D.” (WB), in second week, 
| brought good $6,000. 

| Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) and 


i‘Sons o’ Guns’ (WB). Disney car- 
toon the draw here, but turnout is 
light, $5,000, fair. Last week, ‘Jun- 
gle Cavalcade’ (RKO) and Disney 
shorts, in h.o., $4,000, over expecta- 
| tions. 

| Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)- 
\‘Sunset Wyoming’ (Rep) with Fred 
Scott, film cowboy, heading vaude. 
TY nage hs 


ser fpamha 
>. . 
4ast 


take is up slightly at $6,700. Le 
with 


week, ‘Dance Hall’ (20th) 
| vaude, acceptable $6,500. 


| apes — 
CONSOLIDATED FILM’S 


| 6-MONTH NET, $379,118 


} 
| Consolidated Film Industries, 
reveals $379,118 net profit for 
six months 
pared to $374,768 in 
period last year. This is equal to 94c 
per preferred share in both in- 
stances. The half-year net was made 
possible by a strong June quarter. 

| Consolidated shows $269,392 con- 
|sOlidated net earnings before pro- 
| vision for federal taxes in the three- 
month period ending last June 30 
but $204,738 after writing off $64,654 
normal federal income taxes. This 
compares with $195,469 in the June 
quarter last year. The net profit 
after tax writeoff is equivalent to 5lc 
per preferred share as against 49c in 
1940. 


Another Indie Launched 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


New indie outfit, John Hall Pro- 
ductions, Inc., goes to work Sept. 1 
at the Talisman studio on the first of 
a six-picture schedule, ‘Captain of 
Koepenick.’ 


Richard Oswald is director and 
Paul Gordon associate producer, 
with Hall, financial man from New 








Inc., 
first 











York, watching the payroll. 


doing -~lL richt and! 





ended last June 30 com- | 
corresponding | 


| 





OMAHA BEATS HEAT 


‘Charley's Aunt’ Leads with $12,000— 
‘Blossoms’ Fair, $9,000 


Omaha, Aug. 18. 


‘Charley’s Aunt’ away up on top 
this week despite heat at the Or- 
pheum. ‘Blossoms in Dust’ at Omaha 
with ‘Very Young Lady,’ Jane 
Withers opus, is only fair. Brandeis 
has good week with ‘Life with Caro- 
line’ and ‘Officer and Lady. 

Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and 
‘Bachelor Daddy’ (U), swell $12,000 
and maybe more. Last week, ‘Bride 
C.0.D.” (WB) and ‘Passage Hong 
Kong’ (WB), good $11,500. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40) — ‘Life with Caroline’ 
(RKO) and ‘Officer Lady’ (Col), 
nifty $6,500, far above average. Last 
week, ‘Tom, Dick, Harry’ (RKO) 
second week, ‘Knockout’ (WB) co- 
feature, strong $4,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
—‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Very 
Young Lady’ (20th), $9,000, better 
than average. Last week, ‘Shepherd 
Hills’ (Par) and ‘Power Dive’ (Par), 
an extra swell $11,900. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘John Doe’ (WB), ‘Dreaming Loud’ 
(RKO) split with ‘Out of Fog 
(WB), ‘Model Wife’ (U), ‘Meet Bos- 
ton Blackie’ (Col), light $900. Last 
week, ‘Wings’ (Par), ‘Blood Sand’ 
(20th) split with ‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep), 
‘Under Age’ (Col) and ‘Devil Dogs 
Air’ (WB), fair $975. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Nevada City’ (Rep), ‘County Fair’ 
(Rep), ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) 
pike split with ‘Texas’ (PRC), 
‘Each Dawn Die’ (WB) and “Thunder 
Prairie’ (Col), ‘Man Monster’ (U), 
‘Horror Island’ (U), okay $1,000. 
Last week, ‘Cyclone Horseback’ 
(RKO), ‘Murder Friends’ (20th), 
‘Great American Broadcast’ (20th) 
triple split with ‘Beyond Sacra- 
mento’ (Col), ‘Father and Son’ and 
‘Shot Dark’ (WB), ‘Knew Answers’ 
(Col), ‘Sunny’ (RKO), satisfactory 
$1,100. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (960; 600; 300; 25)—‘John Doe’ 
(WB), ‘Dreaming Loud’ (RKO) split 
with ‘Out of Fog’ (WB), ‘Model Wife’ 
(U) and ‘Scattergood Baines’ (RKO), 
a light $875. Last week, ‘Wings’ 
(Par), ‘Blood Sand’ (20th), split with 
‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep), ‘Under Age’ 
(Col) and ‘Devil Dogs Air’ (WB) an 
average $975. 


‘Bullets’-Clyde McCoy 
Slick $11,500 Indpls., 
‘Ghost’ Sturdy $9,800 


Indianapolis, Aug, 12. 

This week Colonel Ken Collins of 
the Indiana theatre again throws his 
hat into the ring with the reopening 
of his 3,100-seat deluxer setting the 
pace in the downtown sector with a 
nifty week for ‘Hold That Ghost’ and 
‘Hit the Road.’ Loew’s is feeling the 
pressure with just average biz for 
‘Ringside Maisie’ and ‘That Uncer- 
tain Feeling.’ 

Lyric is in the blue chips with 
Clyde McCoy orch on stage and ‘Bul- 
lets for O’Hara’ as its picture. 

Estimates for Thijs Week 

Circle (Katz-Doile) (2,600; 25-30- 
40\—‘Relnetant Dragon’ (RKO) and 
"Tight Shoés* (VU), okay $6,500. “Yiast 
week, ‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) and 
‘Forced Landing’ (Par), good $9,500. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolie) (3,100; 25- 
30-40)—‘Hold That Ghost’ (U) and 
‘Hit Road’ (U), very good $9,800. 
Last week, dark, having been closed 
for the summer. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘That 
Uncertain Feeling’ (Col), not-so-good 
$6,200. Last week, ‘Blossoms Dust’ 
(M-G) and ‘Blondie:Society’ (Col) 
built to nifty $11,000. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 30-40-50)— 
‘Bullets O’Hara’ (WB) and Clyde 
McCoy orch on stage, good $11,500. 
Last week, ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB) 
and Little Jack Little orch on stage, 
oke $10,500. 














JACK BENNY TERRIF 
$4500 IN LINCOLN 


Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 12. 

Jack Benny's ‘Charley’s Aunt’ is 
the most popular in town this week. 
While the rest of the burg is wast- 
ing away from b.o. malnutrition, 
Stuart, only house not resorting to 
summer bargain prices, is standing 
‘em up. Take looks for best since 
‘Caught in Draft.’ 

Meanwhile, other houses are go- 
ing to dogs. Real shot in the arm 
will come in 30 days as 5,000 Ne- 
braska U. kids come back. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15) — ‘Fugitive Valley’ 
(Mono) and ‘Missing 10 days’ (Col) 
split with ‘Boston Blackie’ (Col) and 
‘Hands Across Rockies’ (Col). Not 
bad $900. Last week, ‘Sunset Wyom- 
ing’ (Rep) and ‘Behind News’ (Rep) 
split with 





Abbott-Costello Rugged $18,000 In 
Torrid Boston; ‘Aunt’ Strong $17,000 





(PRC) and ‘Water Front’ (WB). 
Disappointing $800. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-20-25) — ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G). 
Despite nice reviews probably won't 
better weakish $2,200. Last week, 
‘Devil Dogs’ (WB). Reissue unpop- 
ularity proved by slightly sour 
$2,000. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40)—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). 
Best in months headed for terrific 


$4,500 and possible extended time. 
Last week, ‘Blossoms in Dust’ (M-G). 
Drew plump $3,350. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 


20-25) — ‘Three Cockeyed Sailors’ 
(UA). Probably will split with as 
yet unscheduled pic after five days. 
Take for the short haul, murderous 
$1,800. Last week, ‘Adventure Wash- 
ington’ (Col) split with ‘Puddin’ 
Head’ (Rep). Earned fair $2,600 for 
8 days. acklog of class product 
points toward house reverting to 
higher scale before opening of new 
sister house. The State, early in Sep- 
tember, . 


GHOST,’ $14,000, 
LIVELY IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, Aug. 12. 
Main stem pix are riding high and 
handsome for the current round. 


Abbott and Costello’s ‘Ghost’ at 
Lafayette is town’s big slameroo, 
teeing off to a soaring initial session. 
‘Charley’s Aunt,’ at Buffalo, another 
solid coin-getter, while ‘Shepherd’ 
is gratifying item at Lakes. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Man 
Betrayed’ (Rep). Jack Benny will 
see staunch $14,000. Last week ‘Blos- 
soms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Dressed Kill’ 
(20th), satisfactory $10,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) and ‘Forced 
Landing’ (Par). Very nice $9,000. 
Last week ‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and 
‘District Attorney’ (Rep) (2d wk), 
acceptable $8,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Blos- 
soms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Dressed Kill’ 
(20th) (2d run). Showing stamina 
for around $6,000. Last week ‘Stars 
Look Down’ (M-G) and ‘Puddin’ 
Head’ (Rep), weak $5,000. 


Layaette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Mutiny Arc- 
tic’ (U). Will crash in with riproar- 
ing $14,000. Last week ‘San Antonio 
Rose’ (U) and ‘Big Boss’ (Col), poor 
$4,000. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
44)—‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) and 
‘Hurry Charlie’ (RKO). Good 
enough at around $6,500. Last week 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Meet Again’ 
(RKO) (2d wk), very nice second 
lap, over $7,000. 











‘Charley’s Aunt’ Wows 


| Port, Ore., at $10,500 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 12. 
The old immortal proving its 
worth again, ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ is 
packing the big Paramount for No. 1 
spot in the burg this week. . ‘Bar- 
nacle Bill’ is a good runnerup at the 





Broadway. 

‘In the Navy’ moved to the UA 
for a fourth week in town, after its 
third at the Broadway topped sec- 
ond week’s take. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 35-40- 
50)—‘Barnacle __— Bill’ (M-G) and 
‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G). Going 
over for great $7,000. Last week, 


‘In the Navy’ (U) and ‘San Antonio 
Rose’ (U) closed a third stanza for 
high $5,800. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 35-40-50) — ‘Shepherd Hills’ 
(Par) and ‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par) 
(3d wk). Still doing okay $3,500. 
Second week, good $4,500, better 
than average at this spot. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-56. —-Manpower’ (WB) 
and ‘Kisses for Breakfast’ (WB). In 
line for nice $5,000. Last week, 
‘Fiss Boys Goodbye’ (Par) and ‘Ad- 
venture in Washington’ (Col) took 
Satisfactory $7,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50) — ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
(20th) and ‘Accent on Love’ (20th). 
Opened to capacity and looks like 
smash $10,500. Last week, ‘Tom, 
Dick & Harry’ (RKO) and ‘Va- 
quero’ (20th) held only five days of 
second week; 12 days did strong 
$13,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50 )—‘Cockeyed Sailors’ (UA) and 
‘Singing Hill’ (Rep). Oke $4,800. 
Last week, ‘Underground’ (WB) and 





‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep) closed a sec- 


‘Lone Rider Rides On’|ond week for good enough $4,000. 


a 





Boston, Aug. 12. 


‘Blossoms in the Dust,’ ‘Hold That 
Ghost’ and ‘Charley’s Aunt’ are ail 
showing extra strength despite ong 
of the worst heat waves of the seae 
son here. 


RKO Boston reopens vaude Aug, 
29 for a full-week, single film policy, 
at 55c top, with Gypsy Rose Lee an 
Billy Gilbert heading the stage bill, 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44-55 
—'Life Caroline’ (RKO) and ‘Fir 
Beau’ (Col) (both continued from 
Memorial). Wilting under the heat, 
around $4,000. Last week, ‘Tom 
Dick’ (RKO) (3d wk. in town) and 
‘Cyclone Horseback’ (RKO) (ist 
wk.), $4,800, n.s.h. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,375; 28-39-44. 
55)—'Manpower’ (WB) and ‘Kisse 
Breakfast’ (WB) (both continue 
from Met). Limpid $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) and ‘Shinin 
Victory’ (WB) (both continued fro 
Met), $4,000, fair. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 28. 
39-44-55) —‘Hold Ghost’ (U) an 
‘Accent Love’ (20th). Drawing oce 
casional standee biz in terrific heat 
Aiming at socko $18,000. Last week 
‘Life Caroline’ (RKO) and ‘First 
Beau’ (Col), pleasing $14,800. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39 
44-55) —‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) an 
‘Dressed Kill’ (20th). Magnet for 
the night trade, flirting with bi 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Manpower 
(WB) and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB), 
$15,500, good. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) an 
‘People Kildare’ (M-G). po 
‘em up for $18,000 or better. Las 
week (8 days), ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) 
and ‘Time Rhyhtm’ (Col), $19,400, 
socko, 


Paramount (M&P) 
44-55) — ‘Manpower’ 
‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB) (both con- 
tinued from Met). Around $5,000 
n.s.h. Last week, ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par 
and ‘Shining Victory’ (WB), both 
continued run from Met, same. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55) 
—Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Peo 
ple Kildare’ (M-G). On the eee 
side for around $14,000. Last wee 
(8 days), ‘Barnacle. Bill’ (M-G) and 
‘Time Rhyhtm’ (Col), $15,000, very 
good. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 15-25- 
44)—‘Bowery Blitz’ (Mono) and 
‘Wings Navy’ (WB) (revival), 
Blitzed by heat. Under $2,000 exe 
pected. Last week, ‘Murder Invitay 
tion’ (Mono) and ‘Angels Dirty 
Faces’ (WB) (revival), $1,500. 


‘CHARLEY’S AUNT’ SETS 
DENVER PACE AT 126 


Denver, Aug. 12. 

‘Charley’s Aunt’ and ‘Accent on 
Love,’ dualed, are packing Denver to 
big business this week. ‘Fantasia’ 
doubled its average in its third at 
the Aladdin, but it’s going out re- 
gardless. 

Estimates for This Week 


(1,797; 28-39, 
(WB) and 








Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 55-$1-$1.50) 
pg 9 hy: rr: eee 4 OD, ST" Week): Fine 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) 


| (2d week), nice $5,000. 
| Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40 
—Blossoms in Dust’ (M-G) an 
‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (M-G), after a 
week at the Orpheum, okay $3,000, 
Last week ‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ 
(M-G) and ‘I’ll Wait for You’ (M-G), 
after a week at the Orpheum, nice 
$3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 
40)—‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ (Par) 


25-35- 
(2d 





| week). Neat $6,500; first week fine 
| $9,200. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 


‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Accent 
on Love’ (20th). Strong $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Manpower’ (WB) and ‘Blondie 


in Society’ (Col) nice $10,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 

—‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and ‘Ring- 

side Maisie’ (M-G). Steady $9,000. 


Last week, ‘Blossoms in Dust’ ana} 
and ‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (M-G 
good $9,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40) 
‘Adventure in Washington’ (Col) and 
‘Bullets for O’Hara’ (WB). Fine 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Bad Men of Mis- 
souri’ (WB) and ‘Sweetheart of 
Campus’ (Col) good $7,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Man- 
power’ (WB) and ‘Blondie in Society’ 
(Col), after a week at the Denver, 
good $2,200. Last week, ‘Man Hunt 
(20th) and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th), after 
a week at the Denver, good $2,000. 





ROMANTIC WHATISIT 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Anne Shirley and James Crai 
draw the romantic leads in ‘Gwangi, 
the mystery picture to be directed 
by Irving Reis at RKO. 

Picture starts when Miss Shirley 
finishes ‘Four Jacks and a Queen’ 
| and Craig winds up ‘Valley of the 
Sun,’ 
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° ° 9, ory ’ s 
Horne Will Not Take Top Pub-Ad 9“ yitbuncre on ate Murphy's Buffalo Spot, M 
“ S 0 acvon 
D Puts Elkhorn on Map urp y pot, 
‘ Elkhorn, Wis., Aug. 12. ee . 
e This town of only 2,340 had a e 
po a ’ § D rvice 9. world premiere of a motion picture, ejons ar er XC ange rie S 
Columbia's ‘Tillie the Toiler,’ be- , 
sdectkousoeeiaalaes é cause the title role is played by a lo- 
| cal girl, Katherine Harris, known in 
Hal Horne will definitely not ac- | S.A Ball for ‘Na Bi 9| Hollywood as Kay Harris. Wednes- Buffalo, Aug. 12. ; of the new building to be torn out 
cept the top pub-ad post at 20th- | este y Vy ues day night (6) premiere was a bar- Robert Murphy, booker of the Dip- | and remodeled to become part of the 
Fox, succeeding Charles E. Me- gain, too, notwithstanding the per- son circuit, has taken over manage- theatre. 
Carthy, should it be offered him. Hollywood, Aug. 12 sonal appearance of the star, the _— of ~~ 30th et cnypeon a as 
Meantime, the former eastern rep} y.. "ere oe“ | Sprague theatre maintaining its reg- ore tiehand adh a es, oor Ray Allison Recovered 
for Walt Disney is getting into chi rohan = yo icinis b me ular 27c price schedule, which made 8 . ate Circuit PS ge Aug. 12. 
shape the Horne Organizaiion, which | CD@Ttered = plane, = tormer Powers! hit with the townspeople. exhibitor Ray Allison re- 
3 Sion sariges: .,. |Models billed as the ‘Navy Blues ; MacDonald Rejoins P: turned to his home in Cresson, P 
will specialize in freelance exploita- | oy tet’ to bally that pi hi y Besides the show itself, the com- wane Son Fri ejoins y tel 12. | in considerably improved health on 
tion and promotion. Sen) Wee pecuite. mon council invited everybody in ald M: “D nid added reas : sick list for some time, confined t 3 
Outfit will handl ‘al _| Take off next month for stops in ; ; : ‘ Ronal acDonald added to Para- } , : ’ Oa 
uti andle special ex- | ae p town to a public reception in the] »ount sales staff to handle Nevada hospital in Florida for most of win- 
ploitation on Fox pix which are felt | key cities. municipal building where they met} and Sacramento Valley, first step in ter and spring. 
by Horne and the studio to be ex- Kay Harris and had punch and| augmenting sales personnel here to Charlie Lynch, who joined the 
; ; H Hendel ; 
ploitable by nature. Contract pro- | , 9 cookies that didn’t cost anyone a|handle selling under the blocks-of- . th endel interests as manager } 
hibits Horne from working for any BRING THE CHILDREN cent. There was a free band concert | five. MacDonald, previously with = Fg me theatre short 
other film company, although he is |in the courthouse square, too. It | Paramount, comes over from Adver- New \eaaive in Mahoningtow 
free to handle_ any other type of DRIVE-IN’S BALLYHOO was a big night in Elkhorn. tising Accessories. ro .<| Pa. to replace old Crescent, * —— 
industry. First pic for Fox will be Jerry Collins, for past five years! tor’ openi 7 ie 
‘ , a booker in the same exchange, has| ‘OF Opening Labor Day. Crescent 
Belle Starr’ and then “Yank in the gone over to Fox-West Coast’s book- | WS destroyed by fire early in May, 
RAF,’ with nothing definite except Milwaukee, Aug. 12 ing staff. New spot, being built by Louis Per- 
‘How Green Was My Valley’ after ae seiliin : po a pe de wan = at a cost of $25,000, will seat | 
that. ew angle in atr ade pro- mF faa - 
Dick Condon, former publicity /motion is being used with success by Redmond Racy Paes gO Briefies: Lou Hannas celebrated 
thief f is oad ~* +t local Drive-In. Management checks : =? 6. z 14th wedding anniversary last week 
chief for Disney, who resigned from | 4.1. opicial birth oe , John Redmond is new manager Of|| || Rarl Beckwith, manager of Pear | 
thet cult ot the cemee time us | OOre Cee Dire foes one the Orpheum, succeeding Herman | jn y , ; ot ag Agee earl j 
parents a neatly engraved card of in Youngwood, Pa., had his appen- | 
Horne, is general manager of the |** ~ nga Ae B a Levy, who has become manager of | dix separated .. . George Lefko, for 
new setup. Assisting him will be | congratulation with the suggestion Ralph Goldberg's eight theatres in|mer RKO branch manager here and 
Kerk Burbank, formerly with | that the little one’s arrival need not Omaha. Redmond, recently with| more recently with U sales force in 
Metro on the Coast; Joe Heppner, | *eeP them from attending the pic- ; RKO, comes here from Los Angeles. | Los Angeles, around recently. 
, ; : PP’ | tures. Minneapolis, Aug. 12. | RKO is pooled with Mort Singer 
who was with Condon at Disney’s : ia 2 . : circuit which operates the Orpheum 
and who will retain kis interest in | Baby may be wrapped up and Milk bars in theatres are the new- P . P . New Texas House 
Metropolitan Photo Service: M.D, | brought with them; if he gets restless est innovation of the local Para- Atlanta, Texas, Aug. 12. 
(Doc) Howe, who served in the | bis cries won’t disturb oc¢upants of mount circuit, supplementing the Liberman Bb ote. Chi The new State, a 1,000-seater, was 
‘Fantasia’ roadshow organization, other cars. candy counters. First of the bars Frank siege Ee oe = opened here by B. R. McClendon, 
and Peggy Royhle, who will handle was installed in the circuit's new] woener Bros.’ neti ony wrees book general manager of the Tri-States 
research. " . Northshore theatre, Duluth, and has staff to join the midwest WB press pc Circuit, operators of some 
Horne intends to add a radio and Graham Wins His Spurs proved so successful that plans al- gang under Monroe Rubinger. Irving os units in Texas, Arkansas and 
advertising copy and layout depart- ready are being formulated for in- | Yergin continues as general assistant antag ear 
ment. Offices have been taken in stallations in other houses. to Rubinger here. J pf ouse is managed by Pete 
the General Motors Bldg., N.Y., not Hollywood, Aug. 12. At the Northshore the bar is a — unell. 
far from the 20th-Fox h.o. Jo Graham, dialog director at SOUtWG, of Cece Shed. meaty tey- ripe New encwart pues R. J Cooper t Build 
; F * : ; aw J. er to Bui 
Warners for five years, moved up Fe and BPs ig In the spaciouS| The Paramount reopened Friday Kirbyville, Texas, Aug. 5 
_ into a full directorship berth. eunge. atrons may sit on stools! (8) morning, following its closing| R. J. Cooper plans a new 900-seater 
Wieck ich ieiien te ; at the bar or drink at tables. A | over a three-week period for repairs,| here, construction to start wy 
st j le new arange-| wide variety of milk drinks and | modernization and staff changes. ait sea > oe on 
;ment in a film version of the Eric | sodas are served Improvements included recondi- as final plans are approved. 
| Ambler novel, ‘Background to Dan- : , fat, ake th LES tioned cooling system, new snake, wake | _Cooper States that the new house 
e a ter lighting and stream-lined decora- will be across the street from his 
ter é on | Tough 0 t t tions. The theatre now has an en- Palace here, 
n he Gues S tirely new service staff, which num- - - 
‘B i r bers 25 men, a new cleaning crew Managerial Ch: : 
ed Time’ Rolls 9" . panne 
ae and a new superintendent. Denver, Aug. 12 
6 sd 9) Hollywood, Aug. 12. , Hollywood, Aug. 12. Minimum admission prices have Manager changes in Black Hills 
or S Cla S | ‘Bed Time Story’ is slated to roll! International complications in the been raised slightly, the 28 and 33c Amus. Co. houses: Arthur Traylor 
| Aug. 25 at Columbia with Loretta| Pacific caused Warners to cancel the charges tilted to 30 and 35c. Open-| resigns at Sturgis. S. D. Majestic, 
| Young, Fredric March and- Robert! press preview and premiere of ‘Navy ing day, according to manager Ben| Succeeded by Ted Jastaroff, formerly 
| Benchl ; eed ial” . Griefer, brought an attendance that| at the Rex, Rapid City, S. D. Mel- 
— ley in the lead roles under! Blues’ in Honolulu, tentatively slated | was 50% above normal. The Par is| Vin J. Olson takes Rex post 
No matter what is done about poets . Alexander Hall. _ foi Labor Day. under joint ownership of A. A.|_ George Hodge, manager of Gothic, 
other shorts in 1941-42, whether they | . rues “rer was originally Original idea was to charter a| Adams and Paramount Pictures. | Denver, joins the U.S. army. Exam- ' 
are improved in quality or get more | occa Gy. f the femme lead ond steamer for a 10-day trip with 100} Harry Goldsmith is Broad _thea-| ined at 2:30 was on way to Ft. Bliss, 
coin, newsreels seem certain of dis- passed it up for a vacation with her| guests. New spot for the premiere | tre’s new assistant manager. He was} Texas, that night. A. G. Edwards 
bes ; : *- | husband, Clark Gable. | has not been picked formerly chief of service at Skouras’| MOves into the manager job. 
carding their old role of film indus- F ; Academy of Music. R.Y dental 
try stepchild and become real box- ; . ae James P. Clark i iti 
> lee. , ties 
office not only to the exhibitor but W 5 e re ° Big Tax Due Saiienabehia Aus 12. 
also for the distributor. ? Minneapolis, Aug. 12. James P. Clark, president of Hor- 
Hence, after 20 years, a distinct at ‘ Wrong With This Picture Because of non-payment of | lachers, Inc., former Chief Barker 
change in trend for newsreelers ap- ° grouse rental gand taxes, receivers | ey bey Sy — - and 
pears inevitable this coming season By Si or the $2,000, 4,000-seat Minne- | Pe ss-cen? of Wiare Sitm psi: utors, 
are ; wee A aga Oe, idney Bu sota theatre have been served no-|Inc., last week chosen chairman of 
my ein <r two newsreels plan y y rton tice of ground lease aaaaination by | the Democratic City Committee, suc- 
getting real money for news specials. owners of 100 of the 235 feet front- | ceeding John B. Kelly, recently ap- 
It has been apparent to distributors Joh " ; age. The cancellation necessitates pointed National Director of Civilian 
ever since a couple of football] , ohn Q. Wicket, — prominent | Bar next door. But you know me,| the tearing down of that portion of | Health by the President. 
specials last fall rolled up trim coin | opherstown exhibitor, is lolling in| always on the up and up—and don’t| the theatre, including the stage, oc- M. E, Blatt, department store op- 
that there is real money in these |the sun before his palatial Florida|I always live up to the letter of my cupying the ground in question. | erator in Atlantic City, has acquired 
reels when tabbed at for what eas | beach cabana with the little woman contracts?’ Hey, Miss McCarthy, a However, the bankruptcy receivers | Empress in that city. The house, 
are worth. The decision to ask | tes far gad Dt Roe — of water for Moe, quick!’ a ell singel 0 ae a | a ne See See 
above- sar ogg alge stanc one bringing ¢ Pe , y 31, . ; 
aoe ordinary fees for all specials news from Wicket’s sehamner that his Ima Dogh th fetidly . | make good the arrears and reinstate | John Rose, uptown exhibitor, is 
resulted. Bedell Prat yong? ate tothe é “ Preniag cena Perse Dog e, the etidly exotic] the lease. | taking over the Strand, Bethlehem, 
Whether universally adopted or Jeg - ih ie sags — Pal- | ae pnpartasinn (via Brooklyn) Taxes of approximately $33,800 for | Pa. 
not, indications point to few news- | consecutive Aa i ; pln ag tc oy be Super-Stupendous _Productions| 1939 and of half that amount Sor | «5 Dare gy Poe operator of the 
reels overlooking this “additional in- | s.¢ brag alicia olen ge 3 ne iis. age oa One’ juar ror th Rt “Moe Verbin, fle wet Pred 7 man 
come, The locals or_ specials are | gprs ‘ I oon Over Mia.ma anded her hy ne Quarter of. e current years! me es + B m ac disp ay man- 
made on stories having solely local Kind cas nobody to blame but | ch aged any pela eager ground rent is past due. ee a catrweak PEee, "WaratnOn 
interest in various communities such |'™¥** Fe ortles Wicket. ‘I certainly saa Rh re t ret ge , she coos. Madison House Changes Hands Larry Doherty, former Stanley 
as Boston in certain gridiron games, can't ame it on to bad pictures, Of y _ iced is right up my alley. Madison, Wis., Aug. 12. Warner accountant, now stationed at 
Scranton in its centennial, Washing- | Pecause od pg are 100% bet- 2 egw, pe — 10th — in The Capitol Investment Corp., Fort Eustis, Va. , 
ton in a spring festival, etc. > |ter than they used to be. Maybe I ic ve played a tart—but it’s} whose headquarters are in Milwau- Hal Seidenberg. Earle manager, 
In the a ple hee han tee | better go back and put some of that | okay because I’m not typed. And be- kee, last week took over the opera- | 4nd Harold (Buzz) Davis, program 
spendin ds . as been | oid zing and showmanship into the | Sides doesn’t everyone love a trollop tion of the Capitol theatre here. director of WDAS, vacationing in 
3 ee comet he? — he | organization — give my business a|—Q2°Fr is it that it just seems that way? The lease on this picture house had Canada. 
adi ‘specials’ without obtaining | jittle attention before too little atten- | Well, anyhow, please see if you can't been held for the past three years oar 
cry lta hg cage a4 | tion gives me the business. Come on, | find me something else next time— ~~ 2 oo oe Corp.. Cart con? BS lid 
f a was ranked. ite: og serie : 1 se on : at _ | Suosidiary oO 1e Saxe sement artoonists o1da 
ams ss f a me lat A Amusemen 
the newsreels writing off the added oe ee ne | ae ae oe ee Okay, Joe, pas: Corp. of Milwaukee. y 
expense as ‘goodwill.’ | lagi ee ee ry ee . Sindicacmech elisa en “. — 

y 20 “e aU are ms ee Super-Colossal’ angs pi A. C. Hous ,ease feryboay gets a recess Oo! x 
iden tea angi os —— Gutter i” Sent aperineea. ts a 14. Biff Boyden, Terrific Pictures’ Atlantic City. Aug 12. | days at the Leon Schlesinger ear- 
simply as er a it mane Gueeuee | carat stinkeroo. Bright and aaeby | latest find, is in conference with Gus, M. E. Blatt, leading department | toon factory beginning Aug. 18, fol- 

‘ oa . vice items and fo | next morning, Joe Pushem met. |his agent, on the day following the| Store merchant here, has leased his lowing the completion of 42 shorts 
nothing above the normal newsreel! | mananer sake Selaaes Ed r — lange | release of Terrific’s ‘The Lameroo’ in picture theatre on main stem to] for Warners release 
fee. One is that distribs are con- mh Ae 9 - a ox ubitor. | which Biff has been acclaimed by the group headed by Seymour Vorziner, Extensive alterations will be made 
vinced they mean real boxoffice to | up with that pot ong he a ‘dia | reviewers. Gus breaks the news that aed Unger and Louis Levine. at the Sunset Blvd. studio before 
ce wae apy a ee. i P s llie. s TS. is aks ‘ ¢ > ee a3 ‘ 4 “pee < s eg. A 10 ) 
local theatres, and if so, the exhibitor | ; 5. om ie n€ Studio! he has just signed Biff for a role op- . are, formerly the Embassy.|/the employees return to work 
should be willing to pay a small tried hard but it turned out to be} + hy, or a role op-| has been dark since last winter. It S . 
addéd rental If the ‘special e* just another one of those things oa Gloria adage ers Ter-| will be known as the Empress. Sept. 2. 
: ; § ‘ , : li s new saga ‘Cheese Sc ’ seth ---~- 
handled as: worthwhile boxoffice by Seeil sive tons bigs se i ad a? double the old eo ag ae Rr Rackin Joins Metzger L 
the exhib, the theatre would be able | 45,. when you play it per a tae Scotch and his Soda are speaking: Los Angeles, Aug. 12. oew Meets Aug. 20 
to absorb the additional sum, dis-| next two pictures also—just t , k ‘That's swell, Gus, but tell em the|,.22""Y Rackin became general] Regular monthly meeting of 
eet Bee. up for it. See you on the first ee t double salary stuff is out. I'll work botnet ike of the Lou Metzger Thea-| Loew’s, Inc., directors, scheduled for 
Other factors are the economic two.’ st tee at) tor the same old $150 or not at all Scusiiees of meuinin ane years as/ last Wednesday (6), was postponed 
conditions in the industry. The news- f a ar : It’s four times as much as I made His vast Sul be dented lermiec until Aug. 20 because of lack of 
reels admit that current wage-hour ad’ Meehan wichere~ th a tending that gas pump where you| booking films for the Metzger houses aah pst = | 
regulations and other higher costs! ryomy nel ‘ e crying | found me—and, boy, am I grateful.| in San Diego and Pasadena. Action of. common dividend or 
simply preclude furnishing specials . ~ 0 es local branch And listen, old man, I know my suc- Rock Dickson, former vice presi- preferred likely will come before 
as part of regular newsreel service. | “*CD@M8e, As face wreathed inj} cess is due entirely to you so don’t| Tent. succeeds Rackin as head of Ex- this August meeting. 
smiles. He greets Moe M. Down, the| worry about your 10%. Fro | hibitor Service 
exchange manager: on you're in for 4 18% rast page aa 
: every- : 1 
Back to Menacing Well, Moe, I showed your ‘Two in| thing. I've written the studio to ri ere —— eee GALLOPING FOOTAGE 
a Hayloft’ last night. Certainly a|duct it weekly and send it to you} Eddie Brauer said toner aes ‘ meaty wees, Aug. 12. 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. | swell picture, but you know my sour-|direct. And just as an additional | sales staff after 14 years with rote oe eee ee 
An old hardboiled team, Ann} puss public. Business was lousy—off| token of my appreciation here’s aj P@ny, joined Universal here Sent ee ee eer wil eres, Gee 
Sheridan and Humphrey Bogart,| 50%. But here’s a certified check for| little diamond and platinum watch| Week in Toledo territory. yee ee ee nenrew 
ves into a clinch again in ‘Nobody| your percentage. Yes—it’s a little} as a present from me to you. Don’t], Ezella, owned by J. H. Achen, hav- (Wed.) with Dick Foran, Leo Car- 
ives Forever’ at Warners, more than your checker’s report] mention it, pal. Come on, let’s go|{7&,jt* Seating capacity doubled to rillo and Andy Devine in the lead 
This time Bogart’s lines are more} shows because he spent the evening} over to Gloria’s. Maybe she’s got a 1,400 seats as result of purchase of ae ee : 
romantic than roughneck. with my manager at the Idle Hour! friend!’ ns a aoe as ponent. sag ‘a is directed 
’ y the Ezella Amus. Co. Rear wall! by William Nigh. 
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the rurals, with a number of obvious 
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Life Begins for Andy 
Hardy 





(Continued from page 8) 


board girl, but is saved from seri- 
ous complications through slick work 
by Judy Garland. He also befriends 
an 
quickly dies of a heart attack, and is 
buried by funds secured as loan on 
Andy's car. After a brief dip into 
the metropolitan business 
Andy returns home with a clearer 
conception of life and prepares for 
college entrance. ; 

in keeping with his growing-up, 
Mickey Rooney assumes a more seri- 
ous manner in presentation of the 
Andy character, without the various 
degrees of mugging that character- 
ized earlier issues. With Mickey 
bucking the world in the city, mem- 
bers of the Hardy famiiy have less to 
do, but provide standard characteri- 
zations. Lewis Stone’s preachment 
to Mickey on infidelity and the re- 
lations of a man and woman is most 
adroitly presented. 

Judy Garland, the New York gir! 
friend (on her third appearance of 
importance in the series), clicks 


solidly in getting Mickey out of ro- | 


mantic trouble with the charmer, 
Patricia Dane. Latter is not only a 
looker but displays plenty of ability 
that stamps her as a candidate for 
featured buildup. Although only 


briefly seen, newcomer young Ray | 


McDonald also catches attention 
with a good performance that rates 
studio attention for future assign- 
ments. 

Picture is filled with good and 
substantial homily situations, as 
characterized in the _ series, and 
carries plenty of highlight comedy 
Situations for comedy entertainment. 
Script provided by Agnes Christine 
Johnston is an example of compact 
writing to catch maximum audience 
interest. Direction by George B. 
Seitz is keyed at a high level, while 
camera work by Lester White is 
consistently good. Walt. 


KING OF DODGE CITY 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Aug. 6. 


Columbia release of Leon Barsha produc- 
tion. Stars Bill Elliott and Tex Ritter. 
Directed by Lambert Hillyer. Original 
screenplay by Gerald. Geraghty; camera, 
Benjamin Kline; edif™r, Jerome Thoms: 
Asst. director, Milton Carter. Previewed 
in projection room, Aug. 5, '41. Running 
time, 63 MINS. 


eee Wee BRUOMOK. .. ccvsnceseces Bill Elllott 
Tex Rawlings........... bent cons Tex Ritter | 
PEO Gace cccedecesoces Judith Linden 
SS 0b.0660b84056008% 6a0e Dub taylor 
i CM occ ccnwineeseeescers Guy Usher 
ERE Oe Rick Anderson 
Geom Carruthers. ....ccccocs Kenneth Harlan 
Reynolds CONSs nedeedheweheassce Pierce Lyden 
CO Sra ee ae Francis Walker 
Stephen Kimball.......... Harrison Greene 
Rs suo 4s Rees TO0 Keone bRa Jack Rockwell 





This is the first of a new series of 


westerns in which Columbia intends | 


to team Bill Elliott and Tex Ritter. 
latter recently completing a Mono- 
gram ticket. In endeavoring to split 
footage and importance of the two 
westerners equally, scripter Gerald 
Geraghty hit a stone wall—and Rit- 
ter suffers by comparison in the act- 
ing line against the better perform- 
ance of Elliott. Picture is an aver- 


age shoots-and-saddles actioner that 
will find booking spots with the 


juvenile trade. 
Story details the heroics of both 


Elliott and Ritter in cleaning up a | 
Kansas town shortly after the siate | 
with | 


was admitted to the Union; 
each working separately and obvi- 
ously coming in conflict until 
final reel. Elliott essays the char- 
acterization of 


Jaw ring in Abilene. 


impecunious young hoofer who | 


world, | 


the 


“SS io 
ficials to clean up a political and out- 
Ritter is a cow- 


flaws, t's an unpretentious effort, 
| obviously involving a modest budg- 
i et: but shrewdly scripted and, with 
| certain exceptions, skillfully made. 
| With the help of Enery Queen name 
ivia books and radio, plus a fairly 
strong. cast, it should provide suffi- 
lcient b.o. draw for the supporting 
| position on dual bills. ae 

| Story is about a ruthless utilities 
'promoter who ruins the father of 
Wis son’s fiancee and who is sub- 
| sequently murdered. With poiice 
| suspicion on the son and the fiancee’s 
\father, dilettante-detective Ellery 
| Queen, with dubious assistance from 
‘his secretary Nikki Porter, unravel 
the actual crime and uncover the 
real killer. Script has the amusing 
little touches characteristic of all 
| Manfred Lee-Frederic Dannay yarns, 
but unlike some of their better con- 
ltrivances, it unfairly puts suspicion 
on innocent characters. ; 

James Hogan's direction is second- 
irate. Although there is ample op- 
| portunity to create suspense through 
| the comedy touches, that isn’t 
‘achieved. sIhere is languid pace, lit- 
‘tle sinister atmosphere and a rather 
‘tame climax, although the script 
jseems to offer excellent chance. 
'There are also such clumsy bits as 
showing a printed sign on the screen 
land then taking time to have one 
of the characters read it aloud. 
That's either bad direction or bad 
editing—probably both. 
| There's little chance for much 
acting in the picture. Ralph _ Bell- 
|amy is acceptable as Ellery and Mar- 
| garet Lindsay is sufficiently convinc- 
‘ing as the efficient Nikki. Charley 
|Grapewin is properly (and_justi- 
‘fiably) crusty as Inspector Queen, 
| while H. B. Warner, Spring Bying- 
|ton, James Burke, Douglas Dum- 
brille, Sidney Blackmer and Walter 
| Kingsford are believable in support- 
‘ing parts. Linda Hayes is pretty, 
| but has a paltry part as the love in- 
terest. As the son, John Beal is sin- 
cere as always, and he gives as 
skillful a performance as the straight 
part allows. But for some reason 
/best known to the studio, he’s not 
| given even featured billing. ; 
_” Incidentally, the picture's title is 
| strictly courtesy. e crime isn’t 
‘even nearly perfect. Another inci- 
| dental: the sound system at the Ri- 
lalto, N. Y., was turned much too 
/low for nearly half the picture at the 
show caught Saturday (9). Hobe. 


RAGS TO RICHES. 


Republic release of Joseph Kane produc- 
ion. Features Alan Baxter, Mary Car- 
Directed by Joseph Kane, Original 
| screenplay, James Webb; camera, William 
Nobles; supervising editor, Murray Sel- 
deen; editor, Ernest Nims; music, Cy 
Feuer. Reviewed in projection room, N. Y., 


} le 
sie, 









Aug 7, ’41. Running time, 57 MINS. 

Jimmy Rogers... .seccscesseees Alan Baxter 
Carol. .ccccccccccsccccescccecs Mary Carlisle 
Abbott....see- eee .-Jerome Cowan 
Bickford...cccccsee ..»Michael Morris 
Slip COnmlan...scccccccsceseess Ralf Harolde 
| Professor Del Rio...eesoess.-s Paul Porcasi 
| Glenda... .ceeeeecevees eee. Suzanne Kaaren 
ACO. . cecccocccccsvescveceeseces Eddie Acuff 
Marla... cccoccscocccctsececes Rosina Galli 
Prosecutor....- eSeeesees Charles Trowbridge 
Julia........eeeeee..-Daisy Lee Mothershed 
Belle Cassidy. .ccccccseccccccceses Joan Blair 
| Bert Cassidy. ..cccccsccccses Frances Sayles 





A romantic action meller aimed 
| for the duals, ‘Rags to Riches’ is a 
| filler at best. It’s lightweight en- 

tertainment and lacks name strength, 
|} so will get meagre boxoffice re- 
| turns. 

Yarn deals with a young cab driver 
who is framed and jailed as a par- 
ticipant in a fur robbery. His girl, 
a would-be opera singer, remains 
loyal to him, despite the machina- 
tions of a slick taient agent and 
undercover head of the fur-stealing 
When the hero is finally pa- 

eg 





_ trucking outfit and, when two fur- 
stealing gangs carry on a feud, he 


poke who wanders into town, and | helps the cops collar both outfits, 


stays to function as sheriff. Bank | 
manipulations by the political boss 
are finally uncovered by Elliott to | 
set up a pitched gun battle for the | 


necessary Climax. 


Interest suffers from attempt to 
split hero functions equally between 
the two westerners, and indications 
are that studio will have to revise 
formula for teaming Elliott and Rit- | 
ter whereby either one or the other 
will have to take secondary impor- | 
cowboy 


tance. Ritter sings three 
songs in his usual style. 


Lambert Hillyer’s direction main- 
action 


tains a good tempo for an 


western. Walt 


Ellery Queen and the 
Perfect Crime 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Ralph Bellamy, Margaret Lindsay; fea- 
tures Charley Grapewin, Spring Byingion, 
H. Warner. James Burke. Directed 
by James Hogan, Story by Ellery Queen 
(Manfred Lee and “Frederic Dannay); 
ecreenplay, Eric Taylor; camera, James 
S. Brown, Jr.; music,. Lee Zahler; editor, 
Dwight Caldwell. At Rialto. N. Y., Aug. 
9, ’41. Running time, 67 MINS. 

BOOTY DRCOG . occ ccccscccses Ralph Bellamy 
oe | re re Margaret Lindsay 
Inspector Queen.........-Charley Grapewin 
Carlotta Emerson..........Spring Byington 
Ray Jardin....cccce Coesecves H. B. Warner 
MNOGNE VEG... cccweenceus ceca James Burke 
John Mathews...........Douglas Dumbrille 
EE BERCOWS. 00 00 000060066000 John Beal 
Marian Jardin...... agaoneens se Linda Hayes 
Anthony Rhodes..........Sidney Blackmer 
Henry..cescescccecesceess Walter Kingsford 
Bos cceerecccosssscecatecess Honorable Wu 
Prouty...... Cocccecccceces «»-Charles Lane 





including the wolf who’s been on the 
make for his girl. 

It’s an implausible concoction, 
with. moderate action, but weak char- 
acterizations, transparent situations 
and tepid climax. Except for the 
| opening shot and about a half-dozen 
| other bits, the direction and photog- 

raphy are commonplace. Alan Bax- 
ter as the driver-hero and most of 
the others play in that tight-lipped, 
icy monotone typical of crime- 
meller performances. Mary Carlisle 
is attractively direct as the singer- 
heroine. She’s handicapped by the 
part, however, not only because it 
doesn’t offer much scope, but also 
because it calls for her to be a con- 
| cert singer, which she obviously 
| isn’t. For all it means to the story, 
| she might just as well have been a 
| pop vocalist—and she would have 
, been believable as that. 

Jerome Cowan is acceptable as the 
sinister agent-gang chief and Eddie 
Acuff handles a mild comedy part 
| Satisfactorily. Suzanne Kaaren is a 
| looker, but doesn’t get a chance to 

show acting ability. Paul Porcasi 
}and Rosina Galli are likable in 
| character bits. - Hobe. 








San Francisco, Aug. 12. 
| Ellis Levey closed a deal here 
| Monday (11) for the Arcade theatre, 
| Los Angeles, whereby the house will 
| be operated as part of the Telenews 
| setup, when it opens Aug. 22. Will 


|; have a KHJ-Don Lee tieup. 


| Levey’s L.A. Newsreeler 
| 


Ellery Queen and the Perfect | Levey is the Coast rep for Tele- 


Crime,’ latest in Columbia’s who- | ; 
dunit series about the fiction sleuth, |"€WS, Operating the San Francisco 


is an acceptable program item for | and Oakland theatres. 





' 





SUNSET IN WYOMING 


(WITH SONGS) 


Repu?! release and production. Stars 


Gene Autry; features Smiley Burnette. Di 
rected by Willlam Morgan. Screenplay by 
Ivan Goff, Ann Morrison Chapin; camera, 
Reggie Lanning: editor, Tony Martinelli; 
music Raoul Kraushaar Reviewed at 
Colonial, Lincoin, Neb., Aug. 5, '41, dual. 
Running time, 65 MINS, 

Cast Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, 
George Cleveland, Maris Wrixon, Robert 
Kent. Sarah Edwards, Monte Blue, Dick 
Elliott, John Dilson, Stanley Blystone. 





Gene Autry is treading on dan- 
gerous ground. Last couple of times 
out the popular western-singing star 
has found himself completely out of 
his element in such locales as draw- 
ing rooms and showboats. 

In ‘Sunset in Wyoming’ Autry 
again strays from the ranch and be- 
comes entangled in country club 
swimming pools and high-powered 
station wagons. Film will probably 
draw well because of Autry’s mar- 
quee magnetism, but a few more 
with him astride a plush seat instead 
of a saddle will decimate the ranks 
of his faithful. 

Plot is especially weak, resorting 
to some peculiarly unfunny comedy, 
aimed apparently at the juve clien- 
tele. Ranchers are enraged because 
lumber tycoon George Cleveland’s 
outfit is stripping the mountainside 
of timber, which makes the valley a 
pushover for floods. 

When they strap on their sixguns 
and start after the camp foreman, 
Autry intervenes and suggests peace- 
ful settlement. He’s delegated to 
call on Cleveland and work out an 


‘answer. 


Cleveland reveals he has little to 
do with the company; it’s all in 
the hands of smart aleck Robert 
Kent. Cleveland dislikes Kent and 
wants to keep his grand-daughter, 
Maris Wrixon from marrying him. 
He sics Autry on Kent, hoping to 
show latter up and at same time ac- 
complish Autry’s mission. In the 
process, Autry, in a smooth, late 
model convertible, rather than 
aboard his pony, creases fenders 
with Miss Wrixon’s car, pushes her 
into a swimming pool at a swank 
country club, and hosts a party 
where everybody wears tails, includ- 
ing Smiley Burnette, Autry’s per- 
ennial sidekick, who’s drafted as a 


butler. That’s the kind of a ‘west- 
ern’ it is. 
Climax is a flood in the valley 


while the Cleveland crew is on an 
inspection trip there, the near-death 
of the old man, and the ‘discovery’ 
of Kent by Miss Wrixon. 

Autry warbles two numbers, 
neither of which is up to previous 
standard. In all, it’s pretty far- 
fetched film fare and Autry’s name 
is its single asset. Art. 


Story of the Vatican 


RKO release of Richard de Rochemont 
production. Narration and s¢cript by Rt. 
Rev. Mosignor Fulton J. Sheen. Directed 
by Jean Pages; camera, Marcel Rebiere. 
Previewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Aug. 
8, ‘41. Running time, 52 MINS, 





While newsreels have taken pic- 
tures at different intervals and 
March of Time, under whose aus- 
pices this was put together, had its 
own two-ree] subject on the Vati- 
can, this is the first complete feature 
filmed inside the Vatican City. Asa 
feature, M. of T. originally made it 
available in Spanish. Present com- 
pact film emerged from this. Mon- 
signor Fulton J, Sheen, now at Cath- 
olic University, agreed to handle the 
narration and was given full leeway 
by the producers in preparing his 
own script. Result is a production 
of obvious appeal, and one certain 


‘Story of the Vatican’ is a docu- 
mentary feature, but patently more 
than that because of its concise pres- 
entation about the capital of the 
Catholic church. Also because this 
initial story on the self-governing 
State of the Vatican City gives a 
film closeup of the city most wide- 
ly known to the Christian world, it 
affords opportunity of a visit there 
to millions unable to make the pil- 
grimage. While there are an esti- 
mated 330,000,000 Catholics in the 
world today, the film is of ‘almost 
equal import to all religious sects. 
This provides obvious potentialities 
for most exhibitors. Sold simply as 
a straight-forward, authentic picture 
of the Vatican City, with stress on 
Monsignor Sheen’s description, it 
should find a ready-made audience. 

Fact that the usual M. of T. style is 
lacking, but has been replaced by 
Msgr. Sheen’s genuine word descrip- 
tion, helps vastly on this film. Story 
refers to ascendancy of Eugenio Car- 
dinal Pacelli to the throne of St. 
Peter as Pius XII at one of the dark- 
est periods in world’s history. How 
latter,, as Papal secretary of state 
under Pius XI, saw more of the 
world than any man who had ever 
succeeded to the Papacy, was familiar 
with nations and their people, and 
earned respect of Europe’s shrewd- 
est statesmen for his diplomatic in- 
sight, backgrounds the main presen- 
tation on the Vatican City. Also 
his trip to the U. S. and how he 
nearly became Professor of Canon 
Law at Catholic U links the story 
to American audiences. : 

In bringing the Vatican City story 
home, how radio plays its part via 
the shortwate equipment donated by 


| . 
‘cited in the film. The Osservatore | as a frame on which to hang the gags 


Romano, semi-official newspaper of 
the Vatican, is pointed to as the sole 
newspaper in all Italy daring to tell 
the truth. Also the necessity of rely- 
ing on diplomacy by the Vatican in 
bringing peace also is related. Thir- 
ty-eight mations maintain represent- 
atives at the Holy See, with Myron 
C. Taylor, special emissary of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, representing the 
U. S. 

All principal points of interest in 
the Vatican State are developed, 
from the ordinary employes up to 
skilled artisans and different guard 
groups. It has its own postoffice, 
fire department, own industrial 
plants needed to maintain the regu- 
lation over the 1,000 population. 


Both in production effort and in 
Monsignor Sheen’s narration, the 
picture sustains interest by reciting 
the commonplace and then shifting 
readily into a new phase of the 
document. Thus the interest in the 
postoffice is whetted by explaining 
how new stamp issues are snapped 
up and how all Vatican mail is not 
subject to wartime censorship or 
seizure by agents of the Fascist gov- 
ernment. The housecleaning problem 
leads into the famed 15 acres of Vat- 
ican gardens. Summary of different 
g@ards, 


Vatican Library which requires 
seven miles of shelving three stories 
high. 

Camera work is superb, while 
Richard de Rochemont has edited 
and produced with dignity. 


But it is the clever manner of 
presentation coupled with Msgr. 
Sheen’s able narrative that makes 
this an outstanding subject of its 
sort. Wear. 


DOUBLE CROSS 


Producers Releasing Corp. 
John G. Bachmann production. 
Kane Richmond, Pauline Moore, 
Gibson, John Miljan. Directed by Albert 
Kelley. Screenplay by Milton Raison, Ron 
Ferguson, from original by John A. Albert; 
camera, Arthur Martinelli.. At New York, 
N. ¥., week Aug. 7, ‘41, dualed. Running 
time: 64 MINS. 


release of 
Features 
Wynne 





MNS 6 646-6660-0500040006040%4 Kane Richmond 
Ms $09: 56006-00560ec0cnnedes Pauline Moore 
Dr cbhetaedueseesadsccessves Wynne Gibson 
DiGsebvesceseenseneceséoacnas John Miljan 
Nis ede de40s06eseeeesees Richard Beach 


Mrs. Murray.......seeeeee+.-. Mary Gordon 
Ses MONON. 26060000 6e0%es Robert Homans 
POPs cadecucevareeeouuds William Halligan 


SIR cda0eesussveeteesees Frank C. Moran 
DUNG 6S edbd0 bess bdeeenea ds Heinie Conklin 
NS nica Se wne d¢.c 1b: a6ee oe ews Daisy Ford 
Police Commissioner........Edward Keane 


Sergeant Tucker.......... Walter Shumway 
EE SEs cevcsecencedeesesie Ted Wray 
Camera shop proprietor........ Jimmie Fox 
Protective Agency Mgr......Harry Harvey 





_ This indie, limited budget effort 
is a far cry from the best effort 
turned out by PRC. Chief trouble 
is a rambling, badly conceived and 
feebly projected plot, and tepid di- 
rection. Presence of John Miljan 
and Wynne Gibson, vets of many 
gangster vehicles, fails to overcome 
these difficulties. Net result for the 
exhib: a poor picture even at modest 
rentals and one that'll struggle to 
make the grade on dual combos. 


Film starts out as if going places. 
A goshawful death-bed scene sends 
the cop-son of a police captain off to 
revenge the uncalled-for killing of 
a fellow officer at a gambling-joint 
cabaret. Operator of said joint then 
tries to bump off the pelice captain, 
after visiting the mayor and telling 
him how to run the town. Old arti- 
fice of getting kicked off the force to 
get in with the gangster chief and 
his mob is stupidly done here. 
There’s the usual showdown, with 
the avenging copper forced to drive 
a truck filled with gangsters armed 


: ad, about to become police 
commish. He knocks out his mob- 
ster guard and tips off the police by 
means of a radio broadcasting outfit 
he’s rigged up on the truck. Gang 
is killed by rescuing police, who rid- 
dle the truck with sub-machine gun 
bullets. The mobster chief strangles 
his gunmoll to death in between 
gestures, It’s the sort of story that 
can draw laughs in the wrong places 
—and does. 


Kane Richmond manages to make 
his impossible role seem half-way 
real, but Pauline Moore, as his 
sweetheart, is not so successful. Her 
acting and that of many in the sup- 
port is reminiscent of Little Theatre 
thespic endeavors. Wynne Gibson, 
the gangster’s sweetie, and John Mil- 
jan, the mobster, don’t have much 


Miljan is fairly effectual, but suc- 
cumbs to tired direction. Wear. 


Al Toque de Clarin 


(‘At the Sound of the Bugle’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, Aug. 1. 
Argentina Sono Film production and re- 
lease in Spanish. Starring Buono-Striano 
and featuring Pepita Munoz, Jose A. 
Paonesa, Iris Portillo, Mary Parets, Oscar 


Soldati. Story by Florencio Chiarello and 
Francisco Bolla. Directed by Orestes 
Cavigiia. Reviewed at the Monumental, 


Buenos Aires. Running time, 70 MINS, 





(In Spanish) 
_Modestly made, and with empha- 
sis on the radio stars Buono and 
Striano, ‘Al Toque de Clarin’ is likely 
to rove an excellent grosser, espe- 
cially in Argentina, because it goes 


including the famed Swiss | 
Guard, is dovetailed into the great} 


at re : | ot > 
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chance with the lines handed her. | 





the late Guglielmo Marconi and the | after the laughs and succeeds in get- 
manner jin which the Pontiff has!ting them. The story, adapted from 





prayed to bring an end to the most la French play by Florencio Chiarello 
destructive war in history, are!and Francisco Bolla, is used mainly 


of the comics, who are roughly com- 
parable to Abbott and Costello. In 
fact, more than a little coincidence 
can be spotted in the handling by 
Orestes Caviglia and the manner in 
which personalities are emphasized. 


Story deals with a retired army 
captain of eccéntric habits who runs 
his farm as he used to run his 
rookies. A Senor Canuto arrives at 
the establishment and everybody 
thinks he’s the heir to a great for- 
tune. Therefore he’s allowed to 
make love to the captain’s sister. At 
the same time she carries on a ro- 
mance with an employee who is, in 
fact, the real heir. Series of com- 
plications put off the discovery until 
the last moment, and the humor, 
while extremely local, is good. 
Mannerisms and devices popularized 
on the radio are constantly em- 
ployed, and since the comics com- 
mand a large audience on the air the 
film should carry. 

Aware that what he was selling 
was gags, not scenery, director Cav- 
iglia has set most of his story against 
inexpensive backgrounds. There are 
indications that the film was quickly 
made to meet a release date. Pho- 
tography is fair and supporting cast 
adequate, considering the job 
signed. Ray. 
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El Tesoro de lalsla Maciel 


(‘The Treasure of Maciel Island’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 1. 


Lumiton Films production and release, 
Stars Luis Arata, Severo Fernandez, A!- 
berto Bello, Silvana Roth, Juan Manglanite, 
Alfredo Jordan, Maria Armand, Gerardo 
Rodriguez, Jimmy Hart, Cayetano Biondi, 
Fernando Campos. Written and directed 
by Manuel Romero. Reviewed at the Monu- 
mental theatre, Buenos Aires. Running 
time: 73 MINS, 


Majority of Argentine film direct- 
ors would avoid making one like ‘El 
Tesoro de la Isla Maciel’ (‘The 
Treasure of Maciel Island’), consid- 
ering it beneath their dignity. Manuel 
Romero, who js one of the top local 
meggers, is more interested in b.o, 


than art, and the result is a comedy 
which, while it swings low in spots, 
keeps the customers in belly laughs 
from the start. It is a pic that is 
likely to be a big grosser throughout 
Latin-America and especially in in- 
terior cities, where they like the 
humor a bit rough. 


Farce note is so predominant in the 
dialog as well as in the caricaturing 
of the characters and the artificiality 
of the plot that it’s best to forget 
logic altogether. Most of the cus- 
tomers do and result. is effective. 
Story tells about a pensioned sea 
captain in the doldrums because he 
has nothing to do. To distract him 
his son and pals get him hepped up 
about a supposed treasure On an 
island in the Rio de la Plata near 
Buenos Aires. The complications 
which follow almost ruin him and 
the twist comes when he discovers 
oil on the site and makes enough to 
buy himself another ship and go 
back to sea. 


Although based on a stage play of 
several years back, ‘El Tesoro’ shows 
no signs of its footlight birth, being 
handled by Romero with plenty of 
movement, sometimes hindered by 
excessive dialog rattled off at high 
speed. 


While much of this gets across 
with localites, it wil! make it more 
difficult outside the country. Ro- 
mero refinses to let a side love affair 
between Silvana Roth and Alfredo 


Jordan interfere with the plot—an- 
er noveltw—a, the rect of the 
PE Bie 
a top local.comic, falls into the habit 
of theatrical excesses which are 
clearly the result of stage experi- 
ence. Special mention due Severo 
Fernandez for excellent character- 
ization. 


Photography and sound good. 
Ray. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

‘Medico Hits the Trail’ retitled 
‘Prairie Stranger’ at Columbia. 

‘Flight Surgeon’ at 20th-Fox drew 
new handle, ‘Vicki and Her Eagles.’ 

‘The Female of the Species’ re- 
tagged ‘All Woman’ at Metro. 

‘Here Is a Man,’ nee ‘The Devil 


44hsiGeacd sede 





and Daniel Webster,’ became ‘All 
That Money Can Buy’ at RKO. 
Metro switched from ‘The New 


York Story’ to ‘Unholy Partners.’ 

‘The Dutch Show Mystery’ at Co- 
lumbia now ‘Ellery Queen and the 
Murder Ring.’ 

‘Sing a Song of Homicide’ became 
‘The Morning After’ at Paramount. 

Columbia shifted from “The Lone 
Wolf’s Double Cross’ to ‘Secrets of 
the Lone Wolf.’ 

‘It Started With Adam’ release tag 
on ‘Almost An Angel’ at Universal. 

Republic’s ‘Ice-Capades of 1942’ 
reverted to its original title, ‘Ice- 
Capades.’ 

‘Iceland Patrol’ is new tag on 
‘Across the Atlantic’ at Warners. 

Paramount switched from ‘Her 
Jungle Mate’ to ‘Malaya.’ 

Columbia’s ‘The Lone Wolf Goes 
High Hat’ became ‘The Lone Wolf 
in Scotland Yard.’ 

‘Lawless Plainsmen’ is_ release 
handle on ‘The Medico and the Out- 
law’ at Columbia. 
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Despite Blitzes, Show Biz in England 
Very Healthy; Provincial Towns Boom 


+ 





London, July 25. 
English provincial towns, with few 
exceptions are the real El Dorado for 
show biz. Biggest surprise are towns 
like Liverpool, Bristol and Coventry, 
which have been blitzed on many 


Mex Authors Request 


Spain Pact Cancellation 


Mexico City, Aug. 12. 
Asserting that the pact is a dud for 





Occasions, yet still do very good | Mexican dramatists, composers and | 


trade. Manchester still ranks as the | Others within its sphere, the National 


top provincial spot and, despite on; Authors Union has asked the perma- | 


occasional blitz, is doing pre-war | nent congressional committee to ask 
trade. | President Manuel Avila Camacho to 
The Palace, Manchester, has re-|cancel the agreement made some 
placed the Opera House, once the time ago for reciprocal collection of 
tryout spot for all C. B. Cochran | royalties on such works between 
shows, for big musicals. With a’ Mexico and Spain, 
really prior-to-London production it 
can do as high as $12,000. Opera!ties due the Spaniards are collected 
House caters to straight plays for an|and remitted punctually, 
average of $6,000. Surprise about| great difficulties in getting settle- 
Manchester is that it has no vaude-| ments from Spain for fees on Mexi- 
ville house, nearest being the Ard-!can dramas, songs, musie and other 
wick Empire (Stoll’s), now renamed! compositions. And the union resents | 
Hippodrome. Runs cheap revues.| being called a Communistic outfit by 
mostly, to $2.000 weekly average.| the Spaniards. | 
However, the Paramount, ace picture}! The President is expected to act in | 
house, now owned by Oscar Deutsch, | this case before the end of August. 
plays an oecasional stage attraction, | 


| 
| 


generally a name band. | 
Glasgow, Birmingham (often! 

bombed), Leeds, Newcastle, Ree | L. NIXES PLEA 

land, and Edinburgh are over pre- 

war biz at least 20%. This, despite BY BRITISH ON 


some of these towns having smaller 
Auckland, N. Z., Aug. 12. 


populations due to evacuation. Bris- 
New Zealand's Finance Minister 


| 











‘UA Distributing 2 French 
Pix in Latin-Amer. Market 


| United Artists completed a deal 
last week whereby it will distrib- 
ute ‘Pepe Le Moko’ and ‘Un Carnet 
de Bal,’ two French-made features, 
|in part of the Latin-American mar- 
iket. In announcing the deal, Walter 
'Gould, UA foreign chief, explained 
| that foreign releasing rights to ‘Pepe 
Le Moko’ were obtained from Walter 
Wanger, who based his ‘Algiers’ on 
the original French film. Company 
| will distribute the film in Argentina, 
|Uruguay, Paraguay, Ecuador and 
|several Central American countries, 
| ineluding Mexico. 
‘Carnet de Bal’ goes to Costa Rica, 
Guatemala, Panama, San Salvador, 
| Nicaragua and Honduras on the dis- 
| trib pact. 


| 





The union asserts that while royal- | SPAIN, ARGENTINE IN 
tnere | ACCORD ON ROYALTIES, 





Buenos Aires, Aug. 5. 

Apparently with the blessing of 
General Franco’s Spanish Falangist 
government, agreement has just been 
signed between the Sociedad Gen- 
eral de Autores de Espana and the 
Sociedad General de Autores de la 
Argentina whereby a flat 10% roy- 
lIty will be paid for theatre works 
of one country shown in the other. 

System up to now has been hit or 
miss. Understood the Spanish gov- 
ernment wanted the rate held down 
in order to have as many plays by 
its authors shown here as possible, 
idea being to encourage Spain's 
‘blood ties’ with her ‘colonies’ in 
S. A. In addition to the royalty fees, 
agreement also calls for value of one 
orchestra seat for every performance 
of a Spanish play given here to be 
turned over to the Spanish authors 
mutual aid fund, and vice versa. 


MRS. F.D.R. ON GIRL SCOUTS 


‘Western Hemisphere Encampment’ 
To Be Broadcast Aug. 18 











Springfield, Mass., Aug. 12. 





tol can rank among the outstanders, 
as it has been blitzed ever so often, 
yet trade is easily 30% above pre- 
war for cinemas, and even higher for 
vaudeville. 
Big Blackpool Biz 

Blackpool, always entertainment 
conscious, especially in the summer, 
is now doing an all year round trade 
to 40° above normal, mostly attrib- | walter Nash has refused the plea 
uted to big percentage of evacuees.| made by British film interests oper- 
‘Hullabaloo,’ first George Black | ating in New Zealand that they be 
revue at the Winter Garden, is said| permitted to transmit directly to 
to be doing best biz there in years.| London all revenue collected from 
Understood takings exceeding $20,-) gistributing their pictures in that 
000 per week, which is higher than|¢ountry. British picture companies 
Victoria Palace, and pretty close to | presently have about 50% of their 
Palladium’s intake. \film rental coin frozen by the New 

Outstanders South of England are | Zealand government. 
Reading, Cambridge and Oxford,} Most concerned in getting addi- 
also primarily due to evacuee patron- tional revenue remitted to ‘London 
age; while spots such as Watford and are Associated Talking Pictures, As- 
Kingston, practically adjacent to! sociated British and General Film 
London, are also doing surprisingly Distributors. These companies aver 
heavy grosses. _ that funds are urgently needed in 
North of England, comprising such | England in order to maintain pro- 


a ae Te a cee | 

— Mota n, Bolton, More | duction there. 

cambe, Barnsley, Doncaster, Darl-| At present there is no freezing of 
ington, Middlesboro, Rochdale 


rental coin of British 
ae ; : nme 
Dudley and Wigan, spot which has page Piha Pap ne a gel 
as many music hall jokes about it as \3and by Americans should be granted 
mothers-in-law, have upped their iIN-| an unfreezing edict here providing 
takes from 60 to 80%, and in some} the coin is remitted to England. 
cases even higher. 


oi 
mous as birthplace of Gracie Fields), 








Ireland is thriving, with picture ! 


to. 4 a “Sa ° a = : | rs 7 7 

biz 20 @ up. Very little vaude there, | 2 American Films 

as acts are not permitted to cross - . F 
Banned. in Mexico 


over. Have to rely on local talent. 
Mexico City, Aug. 12. 





Nearly two years of this shindig 
has changed very little the likes and 


dislikes of the picture going public. Exhibition in Mexico of two 
Biggest favorites are still Charles American pictures, “Man of Con- 

’ . - 3) ® 
Chaplin, Deanna Durbin, Spencer | Guest (Rep) and “The Oregon Trail, 


federal film 
censoring depart- 


Tracy, Mickey Rooney, James Cag-| 35 forbidden by the 
ney, William Powell and Judy Gar-| Supervision and 


Flynn, Katharine Hepburn (defin-| tions derogatory to this country. 
itely back in favor after her per-| Recommendation has 
formance in ‘Philadelphia Story’),|that the producers withdraw these 
Robert Donat, Vivien Leigh, Lau-| films from world exhibition. 

rence Olivier, James Stewart, Mar-| 
lene Dietrich, Tyrone Power and | 
Bob Hope. Jack Benny is deemed, 
too subtle and Carole Lombard a 





sophisticated even for the smart 
bunch. - 


Not all anti-Nazi pictures are un- Argentine Capital’s Pre 





popular. Metro’s ‘Escape’ has been 

one of the best money-spinners of} 

the season. | 

Of the English film name George | - 

Formby comes top, with the others Buenos Aires, Aug. 5. 
(Are there any others?) nowhere. Terrific upbeat of interest in the 
Lucan and McShane, comparative Broadway theatre has become no- 
newcomers, from vaudeville, are} ticeable in the press of this No. 1 
coming along with their ‘Mother 


: capital of South America during the 
Reilly’ series. current 
Vaude names up north, which have 
very little significance nearer Lon- 
don, are Harry Korris, Frank Randle, 
Dave Morris, Norman Evans, Albert | ing about. 
Modley, Roy Barbour, Reg Bolton Both dailies 
and Sherry Bros. In the case of! voted to the stage are 
Korris, his radio feature, ‘Happi- | plenty of stuff from New York in in- 
drome,’ is widening his popularity. | creasing quantities. Used to be that 
Type of revue now rampant, par- Hollywood chatter was the only U. S. 
ticularly in the hick towns, is gener-| entertainment news available in the 
ally one with plenty of femmes, with! Latin press. 
a stripper always an attraction. ' Noteworthy that the Broadway 
Yank Tags Popular material represents digging for news 
With American friendliness to-| by the papers and mags. Hollywood 
wards the Mother country, quite a| publicity is fed them by the ream; 
few road shows bear Yankee mon-| Broadway data must be culled from 
nikers, such as ‘Hello America,’} Manhattan publications. Prensa, top 
‘Broadway to Blighty.’ These are all| A.M.-er in Buenos Aires, is now 
money spinners. Now that Russia| using almost a full column twice 
has joined with England, looks like| weekly. Others give similar cover- 
there may be a sudden rush on Rus-| age. 
sian titles | Manhattan praise agents ought to 


season, and some observers 


Latins would actually like to see 


and magazines de- 


| Mrs. 


distributors | 


been made | 


Bway Legit Gets B. A. Spotlight 


take it as an indication that many | 


some of the plays they’ve been read- | 


carrying | 


Jerry Lansing, new program di- 
|rector at WMAS, local CBS outlet, 
is busy lining up a broadcast by 
Eleanor Roosevelt for 4:45 on 
| Aug. 18 as part of the ‘Western 
|Hemisphere Encampment’ of the 
| Girl Scouts, being held this week at 
ithe Springfield Girl Scout camp, 
| Bonnie Brae, at East Otis. 

| Program will be carried by full 
Columbia network and short-waved 
to Latin-America by WCAB. 


In London Studios 


London, July 28. 
Paul Soskin has shelved his in- 
tended ‘Soldiers of Fleet Street,’ 





| generous, 





| Paris. 
|is the gathering place for the inter- 


i 
| 
} 


|national set, 


Pall of Defeat Hangs Heavily Over — 


North Africa Nite Life; Mostly Joints 





By JOSEPH D. RAVOTTO 
Tangler, July 10. 
A Variety correspondent who re- 
cently passed through Lisbon and 
visited its hotspots complained that 


as far as its night life was concerned 
‘I shoulda stood in bed.’ If the 
scribe had gone south to North Af- 


rica to ogle its nocturnal haunts in-! 


stead of scramming north to the 
more dangerous task of covering 
bomb-harried London, he would 
certainly have concluded that ‘I 
shoulda never left New York.’ 


North Africa, since it never had 
much night life to begin with—ac- 
cording to U. S. standards—there are 
two strikes on any scribe before he 
attempts to sit down to his typewriter 
to tell about it. If the god of night 
life only gave cursory attention to 
the northern half of the ‘Dark’ 
Continent when he created the 
Pleasure World, the war just about 
completed the job. 


Pall of Defeat 


Although you can eat and drink 
almost as well as you ever did be- 
fore, the pall of defeat thickly hangs 
over French Africa’s night life. 
Withal, the morale is good and most 
everyone is pulling for a British tri- 
umph. Almost as large a number 
think it’s possible, with odds short- 
ening as American aid to the Cock- 
neys becomes more effective. 


Tangier wasn’t such a bad place 
for fun seekers before the war. 
The war put a big crimp on this noc- 
turnal activity, but some of the fun 
persisted. When the Spaniards fig- 
urec’ out that Tangier needed a lit- 
tle of the new order and stepped in 
to put a virtual end to the inter- 
national regime, things sagged still 
more and now it’s sublimely dull. 


The few nightclubs here look 
moth-eaten. The hostesses, or ‘filles 
de joie’—or any term for them one 
prefers—are also affected by the at- 
mosphere. Tre comeon look they 
give you wouldn't stir the slightest 
urge in an inveterate rake. The 
‘liveliest’ place in town, if the ex- 
pression can be used, is Freddy’s, the 
next best is the Florida. Music in 
both just gets by—and that’s being 
The girls don’t. 


There’s no legit, variety and little 
music, and even the cafes don’t rate 
more than a pkono. The refugees’ 
favorite hangout is the Cafe de 
The bar of the Minzah Hotel 


which includes diplo- 
mats, agents, high-powered §sales- 
men, spies and whatnots with their 


which was to have starred’ David | gir] friends. 


Niven. Producer will now make a 


When one gets to Rabat, the ad- 


propaganda subject, ‘Fate Knocking ministrative capital of Morocco, he 


at the Door.’ 
direct. 


Anthony Asquith will 


Twentieth’s ‘The Young Mr. Pitt,’ 
starring Robert Donat, is ready to 
go. It will be actor’s first since ‘The 
Citadel’ under his Metro contract. 


| 
| 
} 


finds the atmosphere a bit more nor- 
mal, with several bars, plenty of 
cinemas, but like the rest of French 
North Africa there’s that certain 
hangdog look about it. 


Casablanca Like Paris 


Hugh Findlay has resigned bérth| blanca must come up to European 


with Ministry of Information in 
order to handle publicity for newly 
formed Leslie Howard Productions 


| 





ss Increasingly Carrying 


Main Stem News 


include S. A. sheets on their release 
lists, according to suggestion here. 




















London in Wartime 


London, July 25. 
Proceeds from premiere of Walt 
Disney’s ‘Fantasia’ will be given to 
| the Red Cross Fund. Cartoon opens 
at the New Gallery. 








| 
| 





| First casualty under the new 
clothes rationing laws caused post- 
ponement of new Ambassador Re- 
vue, until sufficient coupons had 
| been lined. up. 


| 
{ 
| 





| George Fermby heads a talent 
|lineup playing the West End in a 
| special Sunday performance to raise 
funds for tanks. 





Gracie Fields began her eoncert 
tour at her home town, Rochdale, 
|within a few days of arriving from 
|}Lisbon. Money devoted to war 
charities. 


| 
} 


standards with plenty of zest and 
movement. Now the tempo has 
quieted down, with everything chug- 
ging along at a snail’s pace except 


cinemas, cafes and_ restaurants, 
wkich are doing a landoffice busi- 
ness. Cafe life is so much like that 


|of Paris that some of the hangers on 


| 
i 


in the Latin Quarter and Mont- 
parnasse section in Paris are here 
gracing cafe terraces with their fa- 
miliar sloppy appearances. 

For the boys who go in for a dif- 
ferent kind of fun, there’s the world- 


famous Bouz Bir, which is quite 
Original as restrieted quarters go. 
It’s a city complete in itself, It 


is branehed off into two large sec- 
tions, one for the Moslem girls, the 
other for the Jewish native girls. 

In Marraskesh there’s another dis- 
trict much along the same lines of 
that in Casa, only it’s smaller. 


Gasa’s up-to-date in gyp joints. 
There's one little bar where they can 
shake two bottles of champagne out 
of you in nine minutes flat. A re- 
spected member of the Diplomatic 
Corps volunteered to show the 
VarigsTY mugg about town and took 
me to his spot. No sooner had we 
erossed the sacred portals than the 

irls asked ‘how about @ drink,’ or 
ts French equivalent. ‘How about 
a drink’ in French equivalent meant 
a bottle of champagne at 200 francs. 
Looking like easy pickings we were 
invited to throw dice. The girls 
made the rules as they went along 
and the third throw is a mystery to 





this day. 











it wasn’t champagne at all. Only 
cheap sparkling wine under a Veuve 
Marrakesh 

What Paris is to the whites, Mar- 
rakesh is to the North Africas—it's 
the pleasure city of this western 
Empire of Islam. Here flock the 
wild, primitive Berbers from the 
nearby Atlas mountains, the nomad 
tribes from the Sahara, the traders 
and farmers from the surrounding 
regions. 

If you go to Place Djemaa El Fna, 
the town’s main square, you will 
witness one of the most curious side 
shows in the world. During the 
day, while the sun is beating down, 
it’s practically deserted, but once 
evening has set in, the entertainers 
come out and the hardworking na- 
tives settle down for a little fun. 

Here, rubbing shoulders, you will 
see snake charmers, story tellers, 
dancers, fortune tellers, fire eaters, 
comedians, singers and others en- 
tertaining these natives, who have 
forgotten the task of gaining a live- 
lihood for a few moments.’ There's 
nothing lacking in the way of food, 
either. 

However, the fun is not centered 
on this square after dinner. You 
can visit the small cafe cabaret with 
its belly dancers. You order a mint 
tea or coffee and watch the show. 
Soldiers and sailors make up the 


greater part of the audience. The 
entertainers are Moors and Jews 
and they accompany their belly 


dance with Arab and Hebrew songs. 

Algiers, the modern metrcpolis of 
North Africa, is the nearest North 
African approach to any French city 
outside of France itself. It is truly 
the Paris of the Mediterranean, and 
in normal times must be the fun 
capital of this part of the world. 





TROUBLE LOOMS 


FOR ARGENTINE 
~ PIX IN MEX 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 5. 

More than a hint of trouble ahead 
for Argentine films in Mexico—now 
one of the biggest ‘foreign’ markets 
for the Spanish languagers—unless 
the government here cuts down on 
currente#axes now being slapped on 
ali Mex imports. 

La Asociacion de Productores Cin- 
ematograficos de Mexico (Associa- 
tion of Mexican Film Producers) has 
Jorge Velez, actor and producer, as- 
signed here to get Argentine author- 
ities to lower customs duties on Mex- 





| ican picts, to encourage more pub- 


licity for Mex films by ‘a friendly 


| basis of collaboration’ and finally to 


} 





sist In puiting on the neat. 
Mexicans have shown comparative- 
ly few films here during the past 
year while the number of Argen- 
tine-mades shown in Mexico has 
been increasing steadily. Noted that 
while the Argentines get a play just 
under Hollywood A’s in Mexico, the 
Mexican films exhibited here are 
usually pushed back into grade © 
houses, rate little press attention 
and are not strong b.o. draws. 
Understood Valez will try to get 
what cooperation he can unofficially, 
but is prepared to ask for official 
pressure in case gab doesn’t work. 
Most Argentine producers seem un- 
concerned so far, difficulty being 
that they sell Mex rights outright 
and don’t much care what happens 


ito their picts once outside the cream 


territory of Argentina, Uruguay and 
Chile. 

Argentine industry eonsiders itself 
leader of the Spanish field, topping 
both Madrid and Mexico City in 
production, quantity and quality and 
currently, because of the war, gen- 
erally rating just below Hollywood. 


Frank Starr’s Show 
Montreal, Aug. 12. 

‘What’s Happening Tonight’ re- 
view of evening's events and enter- 
tainment, is now on CFCF every 
night. Frank Stary, local sports an- 
nouncer, ig miking. Sponsor is Dow 

Brewery. 
Starr has been off the air since 
Chris Ellis left the Molson newscast 
with which he was associated as 


The worst of it was that! sports announcer, some months ago 








ee 


Siig ee OU es eon ager << tata ¥ 5 warble ae sae eet, the AT Be te te Pe Fe ARON IRS A AO, NG NO a NTE, to See, Se a PSS ee 














ae 





*VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


VARIETY 


INTERNATIONAL 


21 





iain Exchange Workers Again 
Defer Strike Against Eight U. S. 





Film Firms; Now Set for Sept. 2 








vw 


Mexico City, Aug. 12., 

A truce, confidently counted upon 
jn picture and government circles to 
eventually’ settle the difficulties be- 
tween the eight major American 
companies doing business in Mexico 
and their help, has again averted 
the strike the National Cinemato- 

raphic Workers’ union had called 
Se Aug. 13. That movement has 
been postponed until Sept. 2. This 
marks the second postponement in 
a week. 

The efforts of Javier Rojo Gomez, 
regent of the Federal District, which 
includes this city, in arranging a get- 
together of the distributors and their 
help obtained the strike postpone- 
meat. Rojo Gomez also arranged 
confabs that started yesterday (Mon- 
day) as a further move toward con- 
ciliation. The latter has been highly 

raised for action he is taking in 

his conflict, which has thrown a 
scare into Mexico’s 958 active ex- 
hibitors. 

Rojo Gomez's work indicates that 
the Federal government desires to 
head off this strike, a trouble that 
has prompted reports that the dis- 
tributors will withdraw from Mex- 
ico, as they have already been dealt 
too many headaches from labor, 


‘Fantasia’ Latin Dates 


‘Fantasia’ will open in several 
foreign countries this month and 
early in September. It will play 
roadshow runs at the Embassy, Syd- 
ney, and Savoy, Melbourne, Austra- 
lia, starting Aug. 15. Picture goes 
into the Cine Pathe, Rio de Ja- 
neiro, Aug. 23, and to the Cine 
Rosario, Sao Paulo, Aug. 26. 

Disney feature is slated to start in 
Buenos Aires, Sept. 9. The Mexico 
preem is scheduled for Sept. 15 at 
the Iris theatre, Mexico City. 


See U. S. Films 
Getting Million 
In Jap Rentals 


Despite the joint freezing of their 
respective credits both in this coun- 
try and in Japan, indications are 
that all eight major U. S. distribu- 
tors will receive their share of ap- 
proximately $1,000,000 in Japanese 
rentals, held by means of notes in 
the Yokahoma Specie Bank, San 
Francisco. Because the amount is 
in American dollars and is in escrow 
in the name of individual companies, 








No Strike Talk 


There is not going to be a strike 
of film exchange workers in Mex- 
ico, according to word received by 
American picture company foreign 
managers this week. It’s un“erstood 
in N. Y. that the Mexica>  overn- 





ment used pressure to : .<e the| foreign department officials in N.Y. 
unions retreat from their original are confident that tke initial pay- 
stand on wage tilts as a gesture of | ment, due late in September, will 


Pan-American good-neighborliness. 
A. L. Pratchett, Paramount’s man- | 

ager in Mexico and Central Ameri- | re 

ca, acting as American film business 


|be made. 

The coin represents the film rental 
venue collected by American dis- 
tributors over a period of about 18 


observer on the situation, is expected | months from distribution in Japan 
in N. Y. sometime this week. It is! prior to 1939. By agreeing to the 
reported that he will bring with him | three-year note deal late in 1938, 


the proposed new terms for settling 
the union demands or a formula for 


settlement. 
No portion of the loan total includes 


BRITISH EXHIBS AGAIN | ‘revenues of U. S. distributors in 
RAISE QUOTA QUESTION aad during 1939-40-41. 

uly 29. ‘Wanted Wings’ Flutters 
o4 In B. A. to $4,000 


American distribs were able to se- 
cure an agreement from the Japa- | 
inese government which allowed a 
certain number of new features into 
oe for distribution each year. 











London, 


As hinted some time back, 





Obligation is not to be allowed to 
rest. Exhibs have been nits pon iis men ae Oe 
»t} , ox pecte ‘ele 2 Vv ° 
action by unexpected release b; Lack of any new picts with star 
Board of Trade of figures indicat-| appeal and holdovers in several 
ing percentage of British product} downtown houses let the cobweb 
spinners get a head start on the 


screened during year ended Sept. 30 


to spike exhibitor guns. 

Trade is to make immediate rep- 
resentations to Board of Trade for 
@ reduction in the current quota, | 
now raised to 17142% for exhibs 
Latter point out that the 24% figure 


mated $15,000 in pesos at the Bread 
way. 

Other estimates, all given in pesos 
currently at 26c U.S. (4.19 to the 
U.S. dollar) follow: 





} 
| 
j 


‘Grapes’ Gets Press OK, 
B.0O. Nix in Hungary 


Budapest, July 17. 

Preceded by great expectations, 
‘Grapes of Wrath’ (20th), despite ex- 
cellent press notices and good word- 
ef mouth rep among the _intelli- 
gentsia, had a limited run in both 
first-run theatres where it was pre- 
sented. 

With all due appreciation, 
especially of Jane Darwell’s 
formance in the part of Ma Joad, 
universal verdict was ‘too dismal for 
Magyar audiences.’ 





Kinematograph Society 
Nixes Nixing of Duals 


To Save Raw Stock 


London, July 29. 

Meeting last week (22) of Kinema- 
tograph Renters Society definitely 
quashed idea of eliminating dual 
bills, an idea advanced as most plaus- 
ible means of meeting Government’s 
request for economy in film stock. 
Instead, new zones are likely to be 
created, in particular to the London 
releasing area, for a saving of from 
15% to 17%. 

Idea, too, has gained ground that 
nixing of title footage would result 
in saving several thousand feet of 
film. Sam Eckman, Jr., however, 
pointed out that credits are a con- 
tractual matter and any elimination 
must receive a Hollywood okay or 
clarification. Metro exec also went 
on record that the censor certificate 
affixed to all films is a major waste 
which can easily be cut. Certificate 
takes about 15 feet of film and has 
an obligatory screening only in some 
areas. 

Recommendations are to be taken 
up with Board of Trade. 


-Quent Reynolds’ Rib 
Of Goebbels as Short 











London, July 29. 
Ministry of Information has ar-| 
|ranged to make a_ short around | 


} Quentin Reynold’s recent ribbing of | 


Film will 
phrase Rey- 


| Nazi publicist Goebbels. 
|be titled ‘Dear Doctor,’ 


| nolds used in opening his broadcast. 





applies t saat hon the ole | Ambassador (Lautaret and Cavalo) 
S to a period when © | (1,400; $2.50, $2, $1.50)—'Great Lie 
blitz had not made its presence felt; | (WB ’ iagitrtahdire "good $20,000 for a} 
nor was there the existent shortage) _ | o.g rato ‘First week. $30,000. 
of British product and studios had Ideal (Lococo) (1,046: $9 $9 50) — 
a _ the pinch of finance and I Wanted Wit ans Gielen’ 
a ingly weak $17,000 attributed to the 
iad | fact that stars are little known here 
| nd defe! e tne € n.§ for I i I 
Basil Dean, in New America “ne | 
~y (CLautaret Cavalo and Cor- 
Post, Inks Pix Distribs| cero _ (3.305; $2, $1.50—Men of 
Town’ (M-G). Okay second 
ese (five Gays) ror $16,000. First 
London, July 29. | week drew an estimated $35,000. 
i Y i ococo) (1,420; $2, 
Recent appointment of Basil Dean Normandie (Lococo) (1,420; . 
$1.50) —‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO). Excel- 


as a sort of ambassador from the 
service departments in entertainment 
matters, tends to become irksome to | 
the trade in some cases. Erstwhile | 0; § 
Cisoteionl manager is reported _ | een-oll Argentine-made). 
seeking to make his own deals with | | tory $12,000. 

film renters—this after the latter 


Opera (Lococo) (2,500, $2, $1.50)— 
body have fought strenuously to | ‘Second Chorus’ (Par); $22,000, pret- | 


lent $15,000 for the second week of 
this second run. 
Monumental 


(1,330; $2, 


(Coll and Di 


Satisfac- 


have it on record that they negoti- | ty good. 
ate direct with the Ministry con-| Broadway (Lautaret and Cavalo) | 
cerned. Renters have no objection to | (1,863; $2, $1.50)—‘Lady Vanishes’ 


Dean in the picture except it dis- | (Handled in S.A. by 
turbs routine management. | Panamericana); $15,000. 

Matter came to light in opening of | Suipacha (Lococo) (950; $2, $1.50)— | 
negotiations for supply of screenfare ‘Little Men’ (RKO). Very 
te the Royal Air Force—same being | $6,000. Purely U.S. interest and lack | 
Opened by Dean via an intimation he | of names put this on the skids for 
would ‘arrange’ the meeting. j here. 


Distribudora | 


| 
| 
| 


Fiore) | 
$1.50) —‘Yo Quiero Morir | ¢ 
(I Want to Die With You’) | C 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
A 
¥ 


Ww eak | , British 


!a monet 


|Ian Dalrymple is to produce for | 
MOI. 

Quentin Reynolds had _ several 
weeks of vaudeville personals of- 
|fered him here at 300 pounds, but 
decided he had better query Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill on 


whether or not to accept it. 
The P.M. apparently cued |! 
the contrary. 


Maidment Quits Col. 


London, July 29. 
George Maidment resigned his sec- 
retaryship of Columbia early 
week and will be replaced by H 
Bramwell and F. G. Hill, 


tainty 
jointly. 


im to 








ticket windows here this week. Only adi fe si aa atl i 
last totaled 24.1% Obligatory quota ‘ ‘ or ; Maidment’s bow-out came as a sur- 
a sl cea a Aes . sepbeie was the surprisin gly good|,..:., , = sistemas te. t d 
for the period in question was only : ly Vanis! Enplisl prise and no atement is issued. 
EwA Releorce of thece ficures can he dra ot macy aoe hes,’ ne awe He ‘d been with Col. since its incep- 
et ae , a, = fanteon sade oan’ <a am ee ee. all was >: 5. Pe eS, ™ ont 
ats Ja SUC 1410 VC ¢ 
here it clicked niceiy to an esti- 


per- | 


last | 
H. | 
. | 
operating | 








| 
| 
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WB's Buy Into Maxwell Theatres 
Officially Announced in London; 


Control Remains In British Hands 











— 
Durbin Diet _. London, Aug. 12. 
It’s been officially announced here 
| that a contract for the sale to War- 
London, July 29. ner Bros. of 2,000,000 ordinary 
Leicester Square theatre, now re-| (common)shares of Associated Brit- 
opened after extensive damage by ish Cinemas, Ltd. (John Maxwell) 


bombs, will introduce a special week 
of Deanna Durbin features. 
planned to show one each day, six 
subjects in all, teeing off with ‘Three 
Smart Girls.’ 

Deanna Durbin wag biographied 
over the radio by BBC not many 
weeks back. Resultant flow of mail 
may have influenced Universal dis- 
tribs here to cash in on the star’s 
fans, 


Over 100 London 
Theatres Closed 





By Bombings, Ete. 





London, July 298. 
Recent report from London branch 
of Cinematographers Exhibitors 
Assn., indicates number of theatre 
closings in the area to be over 100. 
Bombings, and business conditions 
through evacuation, are stated to ae- 


count for greatest portion of these. 
It does include some houses which 
have not renewed their subscription 
to the Assn. 

Prior to war, membership was 650. 


‘Hamilton’ Wow In 








Havana at $6, 600 


Havana, Aug. 3. 
Hugo del Carril’s personal appear- 
ance continued to wow them at the 
Nacional theatre to the tune of $4,000 
last week, but ‘That Hamilton 
at the America did record 
b.o., ringing the bell at $6,600, a new 
summer high 
In general other grosses upped a 
little. 
Other Estimates for Week of July 27 
Fausto ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col, re- 
peat) $1,400, poor. 
Encanto—‘They Dare Not 
and ‘The Face Behind the 
(Col), $1,200, way off. 
Radio-Cine—The Santa Fe Trail’ 
(WB, repeat), $2,000, fair. 
America—'That Hamilton Woman’ 
(UA), $6,600, big. 
Nacional — Continued 
of Hugo del Carril, 
ing idol, $4,000, tops. 
Payret—Local vaudeville, 


ove’ 


$1,800, 








David Rose, Paramount’s manag- | 
I director for Britain, intimated 
before leaving for England Saturday 
)) that the British quota law or 
pictures might have to be modified t 
fit war-time conditions. Such modi 
fication would be made for the next 
British quota years, which tarts 
next April 1. 
tose was the foremost advocate 
of altering the current quota law to 


ary basis rather than the pre- 
based strictly on footage. 
difficult it is to} 


vious one 
Instance of how 


produce on the British Isles was 
cited by Rose regarding ‘Hatter’s 
Castle,’ latest Paramount feature be- 


ing produced in England. 


| day 


} 


|or maybe s 


| presently 
It was | 


scheduled to be finished in seven | 
weeks, and will take at least 12 
weeks, with finishing date now set 
for Aug. 15. 

Film will cost around $400,000, 
also considerably over Par’s origi- 
nal budget. Cast includes Emylyn 


Robert Newton, Deborah 
| Kerr and James Mason, last being a 
legit player who was de- 
scribed by Rose as being a fine pros- | 
pect 


Par wil 


Williams, 


l start on ‘Admil able Crich- 


ton’ just as soon as Rose returns to 
Li Anthony Asquith will dé- 
rect, but Rose admitted he was un- 


ible et the British actors in Hol- 
l ood he wanted for the picture. 
Greatest problem confronting | 
American producers attempting to 
comply with the British film quota 
law is in securing suitable stars to 
enhance the boxoffice possibilities of | 


the films, Rose said. This is essen- 
tial if the producer is to break even 
show a profit. Scarcity of 
| players and technicians to go around 
is forcing each American 
company 
ture at a time. 

Rose said that about 90% 
films shown in Britain’s theatres to- 
are supplied by American dis- 
tributors. 
ish cinemas is the best in years was 
easily accounted for by the Para- 
mount manager. 
ae 
Isles than normally, with this making 
| ple oe of coin available for amuse- 
ments everything else is ra- 
tioned. 


since 


It's | 


Mask’ | 


} 
appearence | 
Argentina's sing- 


to produce only one fea-| 


of the) 
Fact that business in Brit- | 


He pointed to more | 
in circulation on the British | 


ihas been signatured. Board of Trade 
has no objection to completion of 
|the transaction, which involves a 
‘substantial contribution of dollar 
exchange by Warners to the Gov- 
ernment treasury. The deal has 
been in the unconfirmed stage for 
some weeks. 

Control remains in British hands. 
Proposals will be made to the Board 
of Corporation regarding the nom- 
ination of representative directors 
by the widow of John Maxwell and 
Warner Bros., and these arrange- 
ments will be submitted to share- 
holders for confirmation at the next 
annual general meeting. 

The transaction appeared in 
danger of bogging down completely 
during the past fortnight. 


Largely in U. S. Dollars 

It’s understood that the new offer 
called for the payment of a bigger 
proportion in American dollars than 
originally suggested. Last reported 
sum for the purchase of around 49% 
interest in Associated British was 
nearly $4,000,000. Max Milder, 
Warners’ managing director in Great 
Britain, returned to London recently 
after important huddles with top 
executives of the company in N. Y. 
and Hollywood. 

A report is that arrangements al- 
ready have been made for installing 
the Warner system of operating thea- 
tre circuits. It is also understood 
that Milder conferred with Joseph 
| Bernhard, Warner Theatres circuit 
i chief, while in the U. S. and is keep- 
jing in touch with him on the entire 
setup 

While unconfirmed thus far, it is 
stated that the deal, when perfected, 





likely will include frozen funds of 
{WB in Britain. Heretofore, the 
Board of Trade has rejected re- 
quests of U. S. film companies to 
employ frozen funds for such pur- 
poses. Either that, or a partial un- 


freezing of certain funds of Ameri- 
can distribs here appears in prospect, 


KASTNER QUITS UA 
AS EUROPEAN MGR. 








Lacy W. Kastner, European man- 
|ager for United Artists, handed in 
his resignation last week. His work 
| will be handled in the future from 
the N. Y. office, since the bulk of the 
|larger European market has been 
taken over by Hitler. 

Kastner arrived in the U.S. about 
itwo months ago. He left over the 
| weekend for the Coast, where he 


{in about 183 months. He is undecided 
|}about future plans. Kastner had 
been with UA about 13 years. 


foreign business in 
Great Britain is handled jointly by 
George Archibald and Taddy Carr. 
Latter is still in the U.S., but plans 
‘eturning to London the latte: sail 
| of th 


Company's 


month, 


‘Hungarians Must Play 
337, Home Pictures 


> 7 17 
Budape t, July 17 


Go ment order. just issued. de- 
cree that until fu ( € t 
least 33 of program presented at 
all motion picture theatres of Hun- 
gary must consist of locally-made 
Hungarian-speaking product. This 
applies to full-length features only. 

| Since showing of official Hungarian 
newsreel is compulsory anyhow, 
newsreels and educationals are not 


involved, 
Compul 

previously was 

year, 25%. 


Dublin OK’s ‘Divorce’ 
Dub'in. Aug. 12. 
‘I Want a Divorce,’ Paramount’s 
comedy feature, which was orginally 
banned by authorities here because 
of the theme, has been passed by 
the censors after the t'tle had been 
changed to ‘Tragedy of Divorce.’ 
Orginal ban was made because of 
the picture’s exposition of divorce. 


sory ratio of home product 
20%, and in the past 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
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2.THE BIG RCA-VICTOR TIE-UP! 


7500 Victor and Bluebird record dealers co-operating! «=== 
bh a Special giant displays... and 3-color window streamers! «= 
iil 300,000 jukebox program cards... and stickers! «a 

f | Co-op ads in nation’s key cities! «5 
Special Glenn Miller album! ==> 
Countless other promotions! m=) 


SEE THE “SUN VALLEY SERENADE” 
PRESSBOOK FOR DETAILS! =. 
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|, » - ON 2OTH’S GREAT SHOW-SELLING 
FOR A GREAT SHOWMANSHIP PICTURE! 
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1. THE GREAT UNION PACIFIC- 
SUN VALLEY TIE-UP! 


amu National ads in Saturday Evening Post, Life, Collier’s... 
reaching over 10,000,000 readers! 





umm Special displays in U. P. railroad stations and travel agencies 
in key cities! | 





am Thousands upon thousands of heralds distributed in all U. P. trains. 
emu Huge national mailings! 

um: Coast-to-coast radio and publicity breaks! 

emma Showmen’s contest with Sun Valley trips as prizes! 

aun Countless other promotions! 


m= SEE THE SPECIAL “SUN VALLEY SERENADE” 
PRESSBOOK SUPPLEMENT! 
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co-op ads, tie-ups, box- 
office boosters .. . now 
== being consummated! 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Russell Markert production, set- | 


tings by Nat Karson, costumes, Willa} to 


Van, executed by H. Rogge, lighting | 
by Eugene Braun; Richard Leibert at| 
organ; Erno Rapee, Frank Nowicki, | 
Jules Silver conducting ‘William 
Tell’ overture; ‘A Summer Medley’ 
resentation, dances by Florence) 
Ogge, with Paul Haakon, Muriel} 
Gray, Nicholas Daks, Louise Fornaca, | 
Johnny Woods, Rockettes, Duci de} 
Kerekjarto, Selma Kaye, Mario 
Berini, Glee Club; ‘Here Comes Mr. 
Jordan’ (Col) reviewed in Varirey, 
July 30, '41, and Merch of Time. 





The Music Hall has a happy blend | 
of stage and screen, not the least of | 
which is the ‘Mr. Jordan’ feature | 
(Col) and March of Time’s new sub-| 
ject on Hitler. But the stage por- 
ticn is particularly worthy. 

Apart from the ‘William Tell’ 
Overture, which is the ‘Sweet Ade-| 


line’ of symphonic entr’actes, the 
Summer Medley’ is appropriately 
seasonal and varied. Imaginately 


staged and decored by Markert and 
Karson, Paul Haakon’s Harlequin to 
Muriel Gray’s Columbine, with Nick 
Daks as Pierrot and Louise Fornaca, 
backed by the corps de ballet, dis- 
closes some plain and fancy terping. 
It’s a beautifully executed ballet, of 
great credit to all. Haakon, Daks and 


| was shortened, as nine shows were 





the two femmes are finished pirouet- 
ters indeed, 


Johnny Woods’ mike and pix im-| 


pressions, now standard and seen! 
around in the other Broadway 
poseeaiation houses, clicks, as do the 
ockettes, per usual. However, 
they’re spotted this week in midriff, 
as .a_ stage-break, prior to the 
Romany conceit, which constitutes 
the fourth portion. Duci de Kerek- 
jarto, Standard violinist, is ap- 
propriately torchy with his wailin 
Gypsy Echoes’ although he woul 
ey be a bit of a wow were 
t announced that he recorded ‘In- 
termezzo’ under the nom-de-Decca of 
Albert Kerry. However, his ‘Dark 
Eyes,’ ‘Two Guitars,’ ‘Play Gypsy, 
Dance Gypsy’ and kindred ‘stuff 
registers against a traditional open- 
wagon Setting. A recalcitrant water- 
falls to right somehow didn’t- func- 
tion too well opening night, but in 
toto Karson has provided a highlight 
scenic background. Selma Kaye and 
ario Berini sing the principal 
vocals backed by the Glee Club 
(Irving Landau, director), et al. 
Abel. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 








Chicago, Aug. 9. 





Cass Daley, Morgan and Randell, 
Senator Murphy, Rajah _ Raboid,| 


Sonpete and Mel 
allet (12), Walter Davidson House 
Orch (12); ‘I Was a Pris ; 
Devil’s Island’ (Col). eal 





Just straight vaudeville, but ‘ood 
standard acts make this week's’ bill 
a winner. 


Preceding the regular stage show, | 


mind reader Rajah Raboid does a|in marquee strength, but at this| itself is lyrically hailed in her finale, 


20 minute stint of answering ques- | 
tions from the audience while blind- 
folded. Okay as these turns go, Ra- | 
boid gets good reaction and is a | 
pretty fair showman. A _ midnite 
spiritualistic seance is planned for 
his closing night, Thursday (14) 
and all buyers of tickets in advance 
are offered private consultations 
with Raboid following each show. 
Opening the regular stage show, 


ba, Dorothy Hild, 


| now, 


‘likely get his celluloid 





Dorothy Hild Ballet (12) is on for 
a fast jazz number, which discloses 
the gals to be cute, shanely and good 
hoofers. An offstage announcement 
brings on Morgan and Randell, mon- 
ocled _hand-balancing team, whe 
work in a slow casual British man- 
ner that is surefire. Tricks are good, 
display strength and control. 

Senator Murphy is back again 
with his familiar line of political 
chatter which is made to order for 
this family house. Murphy has 
brought his talk up to date and suc- 
ceeds in gathering plenty of laughs. 

Ballroom dancing of Consolo and 
Melba Is suave, distinctive and wel] 
received. 

Holding down the next-to-closing 
spot, Cass Daley gives out with her 
usual exhibition of funny faces and 
body contortions, selling her com- 
edy songs solidly. Gal is a swell 
performer and knows how to sell 
material. She had to beg off. 

Dorothy Hild Ballet closes the 
show with a novel routine, wherein 
the gals dance with male dummies. 
Clever and entertaining. 

good second show Saturday 


Loop 


STEEL PIER, A. C. 


(MUSIC HALL) 





Atlantic City, Aug. 10. 
Abbott and Costello, Gil ond Ber- 
nice Maison, Catherine Harris, The 
Ghezzis (2). Gae Foster Ballet (16), 
Ben Yost Singers (8), Dick Dana, 
Pinkie Lee, Bobby Morris. Ryan and 


Benson, Walter Morton, Music Hall 
Orch. 





Bud Abbott and Lou Costello re- 
turn to Steel Pier, one of the orig- 
inating locales for their present act, 
to receive outstanding ovation. A 
huge crowd overflowed the Music 


and applauded, whistled, and 
cheered appearance of the come- 
dians, 


It took a little time for the team | 

get started, but then, at this) 
catching, audience laughed before | 
points of gags were reached. Cus-, 
tomers clamored for more, but act 


skedded for day (Sunday), record 
for season. 


Preceding A-C ghost sequence, | 
Gae Foster girls appear in effective 
number in keeping with theme of 
revue, ‘The Ghost Rides High.’ Gals 





appear as skeletons, with lights 
darkened. 

Catherine Harris does some 
snappy taps on her toes. Her | 


rhythmics on one foot bring excel- | 
lent response and encores’ with 
trucking routine done entirely on 
her toes. 


Gjl and Bernice Maison, with 
monkey and dogs, put over amusing 
number. Larger dog brings laughs 
by disobeying master’s commands. 
Tiny dogs walk on front paws and 
balance themselves on  Maison’s 
hand. Antics of monkey also good 
for plenty of laughs. 


Paul and Nino Ghezzi do one of 
the best hand-balancing acts seen in 
these parts and audience’s response 
was almost continuous at this catch- 
ing. 

The Ben Yosters warble ‘We’re 
Riding High’ and score heavily with 
theme songs of various bands, letting 
audience identify them. Gae 
Foster girls okay in second number, 
which is lively and tuneful, and 
wear attractive blue and white cos- 
tumes with blue plumed bonnets. 


Dick Dana emcees and straights 
for comedy bits featuring Pinkie 
Lee, Ryan and Benson and Bobby 
Morris. 


Harry James’ orch in Marine ball- 
room; three films, aerialists and cir- 
cus, water sports, Gautier & Co., 
Sharkey the seal, Children’s The- 
atre, Hawaiian and Alex Bartha’s 
orchs among other attractions on 
pier. Carter. 


TOWER, K. C. 





Kansas City, Aug. 9. 
Fred Scott. Lloyd and Willis, Jack 
Holst and Milady, Lionel Kaye with 
Kathleen, Lester Harding, Herb Six | 
Orch, Bud, Bert and Glo; ‘Sunset in 
Wyoming’ (Rep). 


ex 
“ers” 
“+? 


Show is in the usudf%ein, some 
better spots, some less impressive, 
and a barely average 44 minutes in 
all. There is a semblance of a name 
in Fred Scott, who was booked by 
manager Barney Joffee between his 
film chores. Possibly Scott’s name 
will mean a bit more a year from 
as his work in films thus) 
far hasn’t been handled by a na-}| 
tional distributing organization. A} 
new setup with Monogram will 
into more 
ant improvement | 








spots, with a result 


date there is little in the name. 


After a medley of service songs by | 
the Herb Six band, stage is turned to} 
Lloyd and Willis in a terp turn. 
Three routines are ordinary except, 
for the twirling ability of the gal.| 
Theme begun by the ban‘ is fol- 
lowed by Lester Harding, who runs | 
his baritone over ‘Till Reveille’ in| 
acceptable manner. Acrobatic niche | 
is filled by Jack Holst, former (1932) | 
Olympic performer. Work of toss- | 
ing himself between turning bars and | 
twirling around them is first rate,| 
but act lacks presentation and has| 
light pitch despite nice looking) 
femme partner. In the amateur con- 
tests Joffee discovered a condensed 
floor show offered by three kiddies, 
Bert, Bud and Glo. Two boys fur- 
nish strong accompaniment for the} 
girls singing and dancing. Strictly 
cute. 

Toward closing show has a better 
moment or two. one provided by 
Lionel Kaye. Works a clever pat- 
ter around his mediocre magic tricks, 
and gets across line of éhuckles with 
aid of his partner, Kathleen, as foil. 
One stunt of pulling fully loaded 
glass of beer or milk from his trou- 
sers pocket rings the bell. 

Scott gets the closing stanza, and 








while billed as the singing buckaroo 
from Hollywood and _ dressed 


three tunes. His singing rates better 
than the usual sereen six-gun toter 
and has an outdoor twang to 
Medley of range songs, ‘San Antonio 
Rose’ and ‘Love Song of Renaldo,’ all 
get across nicely. Act could be more 
rounded with a possible line or two 
of chatter, especially since Scott is a 
newcomer to the vaude patrons and 
not without personality. 


garnished. Quin. 





Kayoes Bicyclers 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Fox-West Coast is saving $700 
weekly by abolishing film bicyclers. 
Theatre chain eliminated the practice 

when taggers started to organize. 
Circuit had been getting along on 
12 to 14 prints for up to 25 houses. 
Exchangemen squawked but to no 





Hall, at show caught Sunday (10), 


aa 


avail. 


| the Palace in the big days they were 
| plentiful compared to now. 


) it surefire vaudeville. 
| whole the lady 





as 
screen cowboy. he confines his bit to | 


it. | 


¢ For future | 
vaude his singing will serve as a) 
basis of an act, but will have to be | 


partner Bobbie, a small white dog, 
are okay during the act’s early mor 
ments. But they haven't enough 
material to keep things going at an 
enjoyable clip. - 
Least clicky of Proctor’s acts is 
that of Evelyn Wilson. Miss Wilson 
sings popular songs fairly well, but 
not unusually so. She begins with 
straight singing. That’s all right. 
But she turns sour when she imitates 
a female drunk and a singer of 
comic operetta. These aren't funny. 
House was crowded opening night, 
Monday (11). Jaff. 


STATE, N. Y. 





James Barton, Beverly Roberts, 
Duval, Six Willys, Eddie Rio & Bros., 
Ruby Zwerling’s house orch; ‘Billy 
the Kid’ (M-G). 





James Barton is reminding those 
who remember the Palace of what 
vaudeville ain’t today. How rarely 
theatrical virtuosity is viewed in the 
modern showplaces and how vivid 
this regular absence is made to seem 
by an occasional sample. Of course 
there never were many virtuosi of 
vaudeville at any one time. But at - . " 
Majestic, San Antonio 
Includ- 
ing—don’t forget—all those from the 
British music halls who now don’t 
come over (1) because tnere’s a war 
and (2) because unless they also 
play night clubs there isn’t enough 





San Antonio, Aug. 9. 


Stapletons (2), Ben Yost’s Varsity 6, 
Rose Blane, Billy Sherman, Ernest 





work over here to come for. Hauser House Band; ‘Ringside 
It's still quite a sight to see a guy | aisie’ (M-G). 

like Barton work. Song — 

dance stylist, character actor an 

comedian, the man still can bring an|__Interstate theatres throughout 


Texas are observing the 35th anni- 
versary of Karl Hoblitzeile, its prez, 
as a Texas amusement pioneer. This 
is the first of two big stage shows 
lined up to tour the circuit. 


This week finds Abe Lyman orch 
highlighting a fast 70-minute show 
that has the audience asking for 
more. Layout opens with Ernest 
Hauser’s house band in the pit play- 
ing ‘The Star Spangled Banner.’ To 
the theme of ‘California Here I Come’ 
curtains part for Lyman’s outfit. 
Band continues to feature a special 
arrangement of ‘Melancholy Baby,’ 
highlighting the voice of Billy Sher- 
= . and boys of the band as a glee 
club. 


Ben Yost’s Varsity Six are heard 
effectively in Victor Herbert songs 
and a college medley. 


Wally and Vernon Stapleton turn 
in a neat tap turn aided by clown- 
ing for a nice reception. 


Highlights are Rose Blane and 
Sherman. Miss Blane has a boogie 
woogie style and had to beg off when 
caught. She has a nice personality 
and is made to order for the rug- 
cutters. On the sentimental side is 
Sherman, heard in a pleasing rendi- 
tion of ‘Dolores’ and ‘Beguine.’ 


Chief funmakers are The Three 
Sailors with their knockabout. 
Slightly corny and climax with a 
rope-skipping bit which had the au- 
dience applauding. It was announced 
that the boys had to curtail their 
routine due to the fact that one of 
the members was injured returning 
to San Antonio from an army camp 
where the entire company had gone 
to entertain the soldiers Friday (8). 

‘Sing a Song with Lyman’ is a 
novelty audience sing contest intro- 
duced here by the orchestra. 

Show is closed with an Irving 
Berlin medley. Excellent lighting 
Meffects are used throughout, with the 
violin section effect on ‘Russian Lull- 
aby’ taking top honors. 

Supper show caught openins cay 
had a full house. Andy. 


audience up to the verge of cheers. 
It was instructive, too, at the State 
to hear persons who were seeing 
him for the first time suddenly ex- 
press amazement as his talents un- 
folded. The hoofing session after the 
hot song and the Irish drunk affair 
was the clincher. 

Another reminder from Barton is 
how to build a single situation, or 
plot thread, into a full, rounded 
comedy routine piling up the giggles 
and holding an audience in enrap- 
tured grins. Not much of this kind 
of trouping is seen around today, 
either. (It would be good to see 
Will Fyffe again!) The progressive 
intoxication of the story-spinning 
Irishman and the comic vagaries of 
his mentality is a joyous episode. 

Barton came where he was ex- 
pected—next to closing. The bill 
opens with Duval, a debonair maker 
of illusions with smoke and flags 
who works with easy ingratiation. 
He clicks. 

Eddie Rio and Bros. prove a mild 
deucer, using mechanical rather than 
inspired comedy devices. Their first 
hoofing bit is entirely standard uni- 
son work without originality and 
sets a slow pace. They do better 
later, but the material and routining 
needs freshening up _ throughout. 
Talk is pretty blah especially. The 
comedy routine with the prop horses 
gets laughs, but in view of the 
United States government’s wish to 
improve Latin-American relations it 
seems a gratuitous affront even in 
fun to call themselves Mexican 
bandits, when thev could easily be 
something else. Reference is with- 
out value to the act. Hasn’t the 
booking office heard about Pan- 
Americanism yet? 

Beverly Roberts’ material is not 
stereotyped. Neither, at moments, is 
But on the 
is a trouper who 
works hard, displays lots of aplomb 
and works with what used to be 
called authority. One song cele- 
brates the night-prowling Latins as 
lovers, with an implicit slur on 
Yankees as good workers, but bum 
wrestlers. Nevertheless, America EARLE PHILLY 
which has a travel bureau angle on 4 
seeing America at last (not first) 
and finding it pretty nifty. 

The Six Willys, closing the show, 
are, like many a show-closer, solidly 





Philadelphia, Aug. 8. 
Frankie Masters Orch with Phyllis 


s i a d 
talent every second. Not content aa a, y tiga Meer Sear 
with some extraordinary group jug- ‘Ringside Maisie’ (MG). , 


gling and club-throwing, the various 
members do flip-flops, ladder bal- 
ancing, and assorted gymnastics in 
a mass exhibition of sheer versatility 
which, group-wise, is the match of 
the versatility iust unfolded by Bar- 
on. Land. 


the stage layout this week, thanks 
to the appearance of Dennis Day, 
Jack Benny’s bashful tenor. The 
guy could put a little more oomph 
into his chore, however, if ~~ —— 
get some of that material that the 
PROCTOR’S, NEWARK | writers of the Jello show whip up 
ifor the Sunday night stint. While 
| he’s singing, Day is very good, but 
Newark, Aug. 11. | his in-between gags would be better 
O’Connor Family (3), Peg Leg/ left unsaid. 
Bates, Robberts and Weis, Maxine| Day’s tunes are well adapted to his 
Bros. & Robbie’ (3), Evelyn Wilson;| yoice and his shyness—he seems al- 
‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) and ‘Ac-!| most frightened—helps keep up the 
cent on Love’ (20th). illusion of a helpless kid that he’s 
built up over the ether. He’s intro- 
Proctor’s curret show, with a/| duced by a recording of Jack Benny 
neat balance of singing, hoofing and | offstage. When caught he sang 
novelties, stands above par in both} ‘Amapola’—in English and Spanish— 
quality and length. The five acts,|‘My Sister and I,’ ‘Reverie’ and an 
| spotlighted Monday, Tuesday and! Irish ballad, ‘The Only One for 
| Wednesday evenings of this week, | Me.’ 
| cover 65 minutes. The Arnaut Bros., last seen here on 
| Patsy O’Connor, former child fea-| Jack Lynch’s Walton Roof, are 
ture of ‘Panama Hattie,” does some| plenty entertaining with their 
time singing and got a terrific hand.| standard turn including some dex- 
Socko audience response came after; trous fiddling and their comic finale 
Patsy’s rendition of ‘Let’s Be Bud-|in which they imitate birds. It’s 
dies,” which she did in ‘Hattie.’ Girl} novel and always amusing. They 
has the cooperation of her grown-up) got a terrific hand. 
brothers Donald and Jack. Donald| Lane and Ward hold down the No. 
| Sings, Jack jokes, but neither helps/1 slot with adroit terping and acro- 
/sis very much. Act is too long, and| batics. 
could be improved by having broth- Frankie Masters’ orchestra has a 
ers spoof less and Patsy vocal more. 
| Peg Leg Bates, one-legged colored | presentation. 
dancer, got show’s biggest hand | 
opening night. Bates has speed, ver- Masters outfit needs a few novelties 
satility and pep, putting his artificial to make it a topnotch stage 
leg to plenty ‘of intricate use. His|click. Masters, however, has a pleas- 
one fault is his excess verbal em-| ant personality. 
phasis on his physical condition, too After teeing off with ‘Aurora,’ he 
little on his real business, which is| brings on his femme vocalist, blonde 
dancing. : Phyllis Myles, who registers well 
Ballroom dancing is kidded by/|with her deep-voiced rendition 
Roberts and Weiss, male and female.| of ‘Blue Champagne’ and ‘Green 
There’s no rough stuff here, but|Eyes.’ Also spotlighted by the band 
much hoofing that is not only comic| is Buddy Shiffman, who proves to be 
| but also clever. Act slumps at end an excellent craftsman on his clari- 
| when partners imitate an American) net soloing of ‘Long Long Ago’ and 
}and Englishman dancing the boogie-| other tunes. 
woogie, House well-filled when reviewed 
The Maxine Brothers and their’! Friday afternoon. Shal, 

















Abe Lyman Orch (16), 3 Sailors,| 


There’s a little more strength to 


neat but not spectacular way of, 
Like many of the’ 
bands recently gandered here, the! 


HAMID’S PIER, A. C. 


(HIPPODROME) 





Atlantic City, Aug. 10. 
Belle Baker, Uncle Don, Ray 
Mayer and Edith Evans, Four Dowl- 
ing Girls, Dave Seed and Lillian 
White, Marten Brothers and Fayne; 
‘Rags to Riches’ (Rep). 





Belle Baker is the show at Hamid’s 
Pier this week. Despite the strong- 
est competition on the rival (Steel) 
pier, with p. a. of Abbott and 
Costella, Hamid’s drew largest crowd 
of season at show caught Sunday 
night (10). 

Miss Baker first sings ‘Argentina’ 
and follows with mirthprovoking 
‘Professor Iz. Then swings her 
audience from chuckles to solemnity 
|with her dramatic interpretation of 
‘The Last Time I Saw Paris.’ At this 
catching audience responded with 
hand clapping, whistling and cheers. 

La Baker encored with medley of 
her old songs, ‘Alabamy Bound,’ ‘T’ll 
Be Loving You,’ ‘Ten Baby Fingers,’ 
‘All of Me,’ and ‘Blue Skies’ to take 
three bows, and came back with 
brief comedy yarn. Crowd still 
asked for more and Miss Baker gen- 
erously responded again with nov- 
elty song number, after which she 
begged off. 

Ray Mayer, in tengallon hat, and 
Edith Evans please in comedy song 
and patter. ayer m.c.s for entire 
show. Miss Evans’ warbling of 
‘Thank the Man Upstairs,’ goes over 
well. They’re a vet team, he more 
recently having been in pix. 

Uncle Don, of the children’s radio 
program, received welcome from the 
family customers. Radio spieler’s 
appearance was for this one day 
only. 

The Four Dowling Girls have a 
neat turn, including acrobatics and 
roller skating. Dave Seed, diminu- 
tive comedian, with Lillian White in 
daffy antics, is good for laffs and 
Marten Brothers and Fayne have 
nice routine in modern dance num- 
ber. 

Mal Hallett’s orch in Ballroom of 
the States; Bishop’s Marionets; Ter- 
rell Jacobs’ Circus; wild animal 
show, Princess Yvonne, and fun 
house are among other attractions on 
pier for 75c. admission. Carter. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 8. 
Clyde McCoy Orch (12), Bennett 
Sisters (4), Freddy Stewart, Bob 
Nelson, Rigoletto Bros. and Aimee 
Sisters, Keaton and Arnfield, Sylvia 
and Clemence; ‘Bullets for O’Hara’ 
(WB). 





Once more Clyde McCov tucks his 
trumpet under his upper lip and 
totes it into the Lyric for his annual 
seven-day stay. The natives of this 
part of the state are loyal, and once 
they’ve met a band leader and liked 
his wares they turn out on subse- 
quent appearances to bid him wel- 
come, as with McCoy. 

McCoy keeps the band working 
during the 60 minutes and has with 
him three time-proven vaude acts 
to lend variety to his modern tempos. 
After the ‘Sugar Blues’ intro, McCoy 
| handles the vocal on a boogie tune 
called ‘Tear It Down’ and continues 
in the same groove as Bob Nelson 
gets a spot at the ivories on ‘Little 
|Rock Get Away. The Bennett Sis- 
| ters, who are on stage throughout, 
come down front to beat it out on 
‘Ragtime Cowboy Joe’ and ‘You 
Made Me Love You,’ following with 
\a unison tap dance which is strictly 





| amateurish in execution. 
| Later, McCoy trumpets ‘Basin 
Street Blues.’ Freddy Stewart, 


band vocalist, follows with ‘Berkeley 
|Square’ and ‘Hush of the Night. 
‘Stewart struggles with a_ falsetto 

rendition and makes agonizing faces 
| while he squeezes out the notes. He’s 
new and may smooth out later. At 

presen? the v.cier is too deep. 

Stewart joins the Bennett Sisters 
|to make it a fivesome on ‘Daddy. 
'McCoy then gives the full treatment 
of ‘Sugar Blues,’ encoring with 
| ‘When Day Is Done.’ For the final 
|ecurtain, the entire company goes 
through a comedy version of the 

‘Conga.’ It’s a weak closeout. 
| Sylvia and Clemence are the first 
| of the added acts to appear. Theyre 
'old-timers at this house but still 
| click plenty with their mayhem done 
to music, indulging in comedy dances 
| and knockabout acro. The Rigoletto 
| Brothers apparently have everything 
|in their act but a trained dog. They 
|open with magic tricks, work in 
|some acrobatics, have some comedy 
| gags, and appear as a dual version of 
, the old one-man street band. With 
| them are the Aimee Sisters, who ap- 
| pear briefly in a military dance. 

Keaton and Armfield are another 
of vaude’s perennial boy and girl 
plots, the wisecracking, nifty dresser 
and the deadpan girl. It’s been good 
| for laughs for years and it still gets 
the chuckles this week. New angle 
\is changeover of femme from & 

scarey-puss to glamour babe while 
,doing a strip tease and changing 
| makeup on stage. 

Those who take their stage shows 
weekly will be pleased with this 
| bill currently at the Lyric, while 
'those who can take it or leave it 
|alone won't be pulled in by the 
urgent recommendation of any wit- 
|nesses who have seen it. 
| Biz fair at third show Friday (8), 
| opening day. Kiley. 
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~ STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 8. 

Shep Fields Orch (14), Gil Lamb, 
Lathrop and Lee, Dorothy Allen, Pat 
Foy; ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G). 

Nothing ventured, nothing gained 
—and so Shep Fields is venturing 
considerably on his new and revolu- 
tionary (in the band world, anyway) 
setup. There’s nary a ripple in his 
new rhythms, and in its place is 
muted music, both swing and sweet, 

rovided by nine reeds and the con- 
ventional rhythm section. It’s com- 
pletely listenable melody-making but 
there’s just the slightest note of 
monotony that creeps into it around 
the three-quarters mark of his cur- 





rent show. 
That, however, may not be q basic 
fault. Reason could possibly be in| 


Fields’ routining since he doesn’t 
start mixing ‘em up soon enough. 
Emphasis almost all the way through 
is on sweet and it isn’t until pretty 
late that Fields sets out to prove that 
his woodwind outfit can also appeal 
to the jitterbugs with some sho-'nuf 
swing. Band might do well, for 
stage work anyway, to inject that 
demonstrauion earlier and alternate 
more frequently. For a large dose of 
sweet played almost exclusively with 
reeds can in time get to sound 
slightly like chamber music. 

No doubt that ex-rippling rhythm 


maestro has corraled a flock of ex-| 


ert tooters for his new experiment. 
They do everything but make those 
saxes and clarinets talk, doubling on 
oboes and flutes as well, but there’s 
still a certain body missing in this 
kind of music. A hot trumpet lick 
and a slithery trombone tone can 
sound mighty good at times. For the 
first 10 minutes, what: Fields is dish- 
ing up now sounds great, then it be- 
gins to sound too much the same. 
Arrangements might be made more 
pointed in order to get a little more 
color into the tones, and the rhythm 
section could possibly be featured 
oftener to alternate the emphasis. 

Fields is doing a good public rela- 
tions job on the stage with his cur- 
rent setup, explaining to the audi- 
ence exactly what he’s trying to do 
and making the spiel very gracious, 
not to mention convincing. Audience 
reaction today (Friday) was good at 
the getaway and got better as the 
day progressed. Band is carrying 
two vocalists, Dorothy Allen and Pat 
Foy. Gal's a looker, with plenty of 
s.a. and voice to match, and Foy has 
a corking set of pipes but needs to 
relax. Sings with a dead pan that 
doesn’t match what he’s selling and 


could be terrific with a personality-| 


polish. Even as he was, opening day 
mob couldn’t get enough of him. 
Stanley show has two acts im ad- 
dition to Fields. Gil Lamb, going 
from here to St. Louis Muny opera 
for ‘Red Mill’ and late of Al 
Jolson’s ‘Hold On to Your ‘Hats,’ tore 
the house apart with his loose-limbed 
tomfoolery. Still doing the mouth 
organ howl with Tommy Sanford, 
using the swallowing routines for a 
finish, but he also has some new 
Stuff since last year and his impres- 
Sion, while seated, of a jitterbug 
watching the stage show at the Par 
(N. Y.) theatre is one of the funniest 
pieces of business on record. Lamb 
has the puss and the legs to make 


it a great routine and he cleans up | 


with it. More than just a clean-up; 
in fact, it’s a panic. Other turn is 
dance team of Lathrop and Lee, for- 
merly Lathrop Bros. 


a girl now. They’re both crack 
hoofers, doing the smart, sophisti- 
cated steps they used to do as a trio, 
and the duet registering almost as 
solid'y, although not quite, as the 
former threesome. Cohen. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 6. 

Faith Bacon, Wally Guterman and 
All American Girl Orch (15), Marian 
Manners, Elizabeth Talbot Martin, 
Carlos Romero line (10), Ross Sisters 
&8), Peggy Ryan, Mickey Anderson; 
A Shot in the Dark’ (WB) and 
Bachelor Daddy’ (U). 


With nothing more promising than 
a title, ‘Sweater Girls on Parade,’ 
and fan dancer Faith Bacon for the 
marquee, Sherrill Cohen has come 
up with a pretty solid variety show. 
Peggy Ryan, from cast of ‘Meet the 
People,’ serves up one of the tastiest 
tap routines gandered here in many 


months. She’s an adept terper with 
some dntricate twirling ideas that 
attain flash proportions. Elizabeth 


Talbot Martin, another ‘Meet the 
People’ alumna, in a satirical turn. 
tops the show with novelty takeoffs 
On Eleanor Roosevelt, Katharine 


Hepburn, Greta Garbo and Aimee! 


Semple McPherson. Miss Martin, 
who also m.c.s, has wisely restricted 
herself to four impersonations, al- 
ways using the same material, a dog- 
8erel recitation entitled ‘Where Has 
My Little Dog Gone. The Mc- 
Pherson rendition is possibly the 
zaniest and a panic with the audi- 
ence. 


Faith Bacon shares honors with | 


Misses Ryan and Martin in lendimg 
substance to the presentation. Miss 
Bacon scores nicely with her stand- 
ard fan routine, giving plenty of 
8am display which should attract a 
hefty stag audience before the week 
is Out: Aside from the strip effect, 


| jointed acrobats, uncork a couple of 


and Virginia| 
Lee, but down to just one man and 


She also registers on 
rhythmic performance value. 

Waliy Guterman’s girl orch pro- 
vides adequate musical support with 
one of the orchestrations a stand- 
out. Mickey Anderson, from the 
band, essays a comedy song and 
dance routine which is not too forte, 
while Marian Manners, a Stately 
warbler, manages rather well with a 
couple of numbers. 

Ross Sisters, a trio of double-' 


smooth, 





back-bending stunts that are 
paralyzers. The handkerchief tricks, 
as performed by these girls, are tops 
in that category and drew big divi- 
dends in applause. The Carlos 
Romero hoofing line is mostly for 
flash purposes with a fan ensemble 
near the close rather spectacular. 
| Biz in orchestra on opening after- 
/noon near capacity. Mori. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


_—__. 


Miami, Aug. 9. 
Yola Galli, Raymond Wilbert, Ross 
and Bennett, Floyd Christy and Bill 
‘Brown,’ Mirth and Mack, Harry 

Reser House Orch; ‘Sunny (RKO). 
| All cheers and no jeers for his 
neatly packaged, well-balanced bill. 
It’s socky summer entertainment, 
'and acts rate plus plaudits for ability 
| to rouse stubholders from lethargy 





| induced by the cinematic wake. 


Yola Galli, late of the N. Y. 

| Rainbow Room, is tabbed as a Latin 
| antoune, She must have arrived 
via Scandinavia. With her Ama- 
zonian chassis and blonde locks she’s 
a typical Nordic. Appearance not- 
withstanding, her pipes are definitely 
attuned to south-of-the-border solo- 
|ing. Miss Galli has plenty of appeal, 
‘and her selections are smartly com- 
piled. Arrangements and presenta- 
| tion rate plenty of bows. 


Floyd Christy and Bill Brown are 
right in the same groove. Zanies 
score a homer with their slapstick 
acro routine. Pair are aces at biz 
of getting tangled up in their tricks, 
splicing their lifts and holds with 
some guffaw gags. Had to beg off. 

Wacky antics of Ross and Bennett 
are also good for a giggle. Miss Ben- 
nett, who sounds like Bonnie Baker, 
gets in quota of telling shots in cross- 
fire patter, and is easy on the optics. 
Ross holds up his end as the straight 
man and displays some _ talented 
terps. He can eliminate the vocal 
ad libs though. They’re not for this 





world. 


In the deuce spot are Mirth and/| 
|Mack, highstepping hoofers, whose 
legology is secondary to. their 
mimicry. Pair’s impression of 
Groucho and Harpo Marx is best, 
ever caught here. So letter perfect) 
it’s almost unbelievable. Had house | 
rocking. 

Raymond Wilbert is a smooth jug- 
gler, but aside from fact that he) 
does utilize continuous line of chat- 


ter to bridge the dull spots in his 
hoopspinning routines, he’s stand- 
ard, Leslie. 


CHICAGO, CHI 





Chicago, Aug. 8. 
Andrews Sisters, Joe and Jane 
McKenna, Betty Bruce, Lou Breese | 
Orch (16); ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ 
(Par). 


Here is a bang-up bill from start 
to finish, with plenty of name) 
strength to bolster the b.o. Andrews | 

r; are alwys a big draw here 
and the Lou Breese band also en-| 
joys a big local following. Coupled 
|on the same bill, they should bring a 
| fine money week. 
| Betty Bruce, tall and shapely tap-| 
ster, is impressive. Has nifty tech- 


nic, plenty of class and ability to| 
score well. A routine which she an- 
nounces as from the musical ‘Keep, 
Off the Grass’ is her best presenta-| 
tion and k.o. for any stage. 

Familiar knockabout turn, stand- 
ard for many years, is that of Joe 


and Jane McKenna. They’ve altered 
their turn very little in years, and 
there is no need to do so because 
their comedy adagio work is ex- 


tremely funny no matter the num- 


bor cf renetitions. 


Each time the Andrews Sisters 
Mic uu appearance the boxoffice 
receipts get bigger, the reception 
louder and the customer acclaim 
more sockeroo. Solidly show-wise, 


trio remains tops in the femme vocal 
group field. They were little short 
of sensational with these customers. | 

The Breese orch has won and de-! 
serves a solid place in the hearts of | 
the Chicago mob. It’s established in| 
town by stage and radio showings) 
and serves a brand of music that’s a, 
delight at all times. Band does a) 
particularly outstanding job playing 
this show. | 

And on its own the orchestra has 
a lineup that’s highly satisfactory, 
and this audience kept asking for | 
more. Aggregation does choral work. | 
, swings it out hot, delivers some good | 
hokum clowning, and there are some’ 
standout specialties, such as Barry | 
Warren as vocalist and Skip Morr, 
on the trombone. Breese himself | 
continues to make a fine stage ap-| 
pearance as m.c. 

Business strong at the supper show | 
Friday (8). Gold. | 


| terial to Italy. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





Interesting insight into how Rus- 
sia has been able to keep the Ger- 
man army at bay is obtained here 
this week from a Russian-made 
newsreel which carries the Para- 
mount imprint. This reelage, which 
is astutely edited and given an en- 
thusiastic narrative via its sound- 
track, draws much plaudits from the 
audience and proves by far the most 
exciting event in the hour’s runoff. 

The Russian reel shows the So- 
viet’s tanks and fighting planes in 
action along the front; Stalin and the 
British Ambassador, Sir Stafford 
Cripps, signaturing an agreement for 
British supplies; Ukraine peasants 
rushing to guerilla positions; de- 
molished Nazi planes and Nazi 
prisoners, and Russian women in in- 
dustry and at home. The exposition 
of gueriila tactics is especially ab- 
sorbing. The equipment for this 
non-uniformed contingent is limited 
to revolvers and hand grenades. Also 
of revealing import is the episode in 
which peasants, reacting to a warn- 
ing bell, rapidly proceed to move 
their horses, cows and other stock 
to the rear. 

The Dutch East Indies, which cur- 
rently rate as the No. 2 center of 
attention for world eyes, receives 
pictorial and commentary attention 
from Metro. Two clips picture the 
harbor of Singapore under destroyer 
patrol and the military preparation 
going on along the Malay peninsula 
and parts north. Metro is likewise 
the source of a somewhat dated in- 
cident from the conquering of Syria 
by the Free French and the British. 
An Allied troop is filmed taking po- 
session of what is described as an 
abandoned fort. 2 

Vichy enters the week's clip ta- 
bleau with a saddening touch. The 
scene, taken by Paramount, is that 
of Petain greeting Frerchmen re- 
turning from German prison camps. 
Some of these soldiers are in tears. 
Another report from the Euronean 
front is Universal’s snapsh»t of Win- 
ston Churchill and Harry L. Hovkins 
looking over American-built planes. 
Universal a'so reflects the Far East 
tension with a recite] of the liner 
Tatu Maru putting in‘o Sen Fran- 
cisco with a cargo of $2? 000.000 worth 
of raw silk after lving outside the 
port for several davs. a 

Paramount and Wriveral join in| 
treating with humor fhe threatened 
shortage of silk stockines, whi’ 
Paramount alone exnatictes on still 














Army Sho 








dispensing the $500,000 handed it by 
the USO. 

Neither the Army nor the CC, ob- 
servers vehemently declare, has 
exhibited the large-scale, long-range 
vision needed to adequately provide 
entertainment for a military organ- 
ization that now numbers 1,506,500 
men. Program has been carried out 
on a drop-in-the-bucket scale, as 
evidenced by the Citizens Commit- 
tee’s current coverage of almost 200 
Army posts, camps and stations in 
the United States with four slim 
vaude troupes. 

Blame Morale Branch 

Fault is said to begin with the 
Morale Branch, headed by Brig. 
General James Ulio, and work back | 
to the General Staff and from there 
to Congress. Latter has appropri- 
ated virtually nothing for morale 
work, although it undoubtedly 
would, were the representations of 
Gen. Ulio to his superiors and they 
in turn to Congress loud and con- 


Marchin’ Music 


Unlike European soldiers, 
America’s army is self-conscious 
and refuses to sing as it marches. 
Morale Branch, as a result, is 
experimenting in providing the 
troops with harmonicas and 
ocarinas and it is said to be 
proving rather successful. 

Not only do the instruments 
give the boys the spare-time 
pursuit of learning to play them, 
but the soldiers seem to enjoy 
tooting as they march. It takes 
some of the strain out of long 
hikes. 

Experiment has been on a 
small scale as yet, with three 











Lk Continued from page 1 


ws Brodie . 





io 





hundreds of shows, then yelling for 
more money to put on hundreds 
more. It’s in an unfortunate posi- 
tion, however, with jealousies existe 
ing between it and the USO over 
who’s to get the publicity for the 
shows. Its press agent was canned 
last week allegedly for not turning 
in enough clippings. Internal staff 
dissensions have also hurt it, with 
a reputedly mile-a-minute turnover 
of employes. \ 

Vinton Freedley, who got the mo- 
bile shows under way early in June, 
resigned July 1 as chairman of the 
entertainment division because. his 
attention was needed on a new mu- 
sical he’s producing this fall. There’s 
been a continuous search since 
then by exec director Lawrence 
Phillips for a successor to Freedley, 
but none has been found. John 
Golden has been mentioned, but 
won't take it inasmuch as he is al- 
ready giving much time to getting 
service men ducats. 

After considerable delay, CC last 
week started John Carter, Met Opera 
warbler, on a solo tour of east- 
ern camps for two weeks. He’s 
paying his own expenses and has 
gone to considerably more trouble 
than most performers would in 
order to get the CC and Army 
to arrange the bookings. Unless 
volunteers are anxious and per- 
sistent, or a name just too big to 
duck, it’s said they apparently get 
the brush. CC has also entered 
an agreement with the National 
Theatre Conference by which it will 
finance an NTC man in each corps 
area to act as an adviser on ama- 
teur theatrical entertainment. 

Criticism of the morale program 
of the Army—or lack of a morale 
program—is that whatever is not 





grosses of the blowpipes shipped 
to a southern camp aboui three 
weeks ago by the USO-financed 
Citizens Committee at the re- 
quest of the War Department. 








provided by donated funds is vir- 
tually self-financed. Only coin 
morale .officers have to spend, and 
a good part of that must go for 
athletic equipment, is an allotment 
they get from the post exchange 
funds. This represents profits from 





tinuous enough. Army itself, how- 
ever, has never attempted to get the | 





another pressine domestie oroblem | 

; atin nt | 
resulting from the war, the -**7™ 
to conserve gasoline Odec 
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inals than any other plant in town, | 
buying but eizht originals, 13 novels, | 
six legiters and five mag stories. | 
Columbia, on the other hand, has | 
made no book purchases, laying in, | 
instead, 15 originals, three plays and | 


: ee 
four short stories from magazines. | 


Warners has snaffled five orig-| 
inals, five plays, six novels and one | 
short story. Universal purchased 13 | 
originals, one novel and one short 
story and Republic has invested in| 
11 original yarns, one legiter, one| 
novel and one magazine piece. 


Writers in these parts have begun 
to be at their typewriters at a rol-| 
licking pace after the two most re-| 


cent purchases of originals brought | 
their co-authors rather sizeable | 
sums. War themes, besides incur-| 


ring the displeasure of Congress and 
providing an excuse for isolationists | 
like Senator Wheeler of Montana to} 
leap on the industry, haven’t been | 
too popular with film patrons. 

Several Latin-American countries | 
allow Nazi propaganda pix to be 
screened in their theatres while 
turning thumbs-down on American 
films that depict Hitler as an inter- 
national murderer. 

Nevertheless, the makers of books, 
plays and short stories, do continue 
to concentrate productions with 
war backgrounds and the. studios 
are hard put to find enough material. 


on 








| Axis Wanted | 
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velt’s important recent fireside chat 
to the Nippon News and that other 
newsreels have been supplying ma- 
In this connection, it 
was reported this week that the FBI | 
is checking on these so-called leaks | 
of American picture material into | 
Axis countries. 

All five newsreels 
using Nazi government warfront ma- | 
terial, no matter how well pho- 
tographed or edited, because of its | 
obvious propaganda content. Nazis 
still want $75 per shipment, paid in 
U. S. dollars, for this propaganda 
newsreel material, but the real pay- 
off aes concerns American newsreels 
is that the German agents claim the 
right to editorialize the clips, with 
U. S. newsreels not permitted to 
alter the original material. 


have ducked | 





lin the know, 


| together 


| larly 


| provided. 


entertainment program out of its 
two-bit rut: 

‘The program hasn't bogged | 
lown,’ one observer remarked. ‘It | 
-ust never got started.’ 


Apologists for the brass-hats who | - 


are so busy spending billions for} 
tanks and guns that they can’t get | 
the coin to sharpen up the most vital | 
point in their fighting machine, the | 


soldier himself, explain that the! 
Morale Branch is ‘still feeling its| 
way.’ Answer to that one, by those 


is that a year after | 
passage of the Conscription Act is | 
no time for anyone to ‘still be feel- | 
ing his way.’ 

Only soldiers fortunate in the way 
of entertainment are those in camps | 
within easy distance of New York} 
and Hollywood, where public-spir- | 
ited citizens and groups have got| 
shows. But pity the lads 
in Arkansas or Oregon or Texas. 

Sossaman and Rankin OK 

Much has been left to camp morale 
officers; and where there’s a good | 
one the™boys have been lucky, other- | 
wise it is too bad. Some of the} 
M.O.s, such as Major George A.| 
Sossaman at Fort Benning, Ga., and | 
Capt. A. H. Rankin at Camp Upton, | 
L. IL, have displayed unusual initi- | 
ative and ingenuity and provided | 
almost a continuous round of after- | 
hours fun for the troops in their | 
charge. Others, unfitted by either 


| temperament or training for morale 


duty, have taken the easy way. 
Number of the commanding 
officers at Army camps have also 
displayed a lack of appreciation for 
the necessity of tainment, as 
evidenced by the experiences of the 
CC shows. This has been particu- 
true in the Third Corps Area, 
south from central Penn- | 
Some of the commandants 
and morale officers were not only 
non-cooperative, but downright 
tagonistic. They caused all sorts of 
booking headaches by cancelling | 


enter 


extending 
sylvania. 


1 
aii~ 


| shows on the least provocation and, | 


in some cases, found it impossible to 
interrupt the camp routine to pro-| 
vide the dozen or so soldiers needed 


to set up the stages on the trucks} 


carrying the shows. 


On the other hand, the majority of | 


|camp commanders and M.O.’s have | 


been highly appreciative of the) 


| meager entertainment the CC has | 


They have sent their best | 
mechanics 200 miles to repair or tow | 
in the seemingly constantly break- | 
ing-down trucks and turned out} 
every facility in camp for the per- | 
formers. 

Competent observers fee] that the 
CC is erring in nursing its $500,000 | 
instead of going out and financing | 





| matter consists of ©. 


sales to soldiers of cigarets, candy, 
Stationery, etc. 
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contacted. Attempts were made to 
reach them by telephone or other- 
wise, but they were reported ‘out of 
town,’ although they previously re- 
garded clearing up the Equity 
charges as an ‘official’ order of busi- 
ness. Dies has been little in the 
press since he ran fourch in a cam- 
paign to elect a new senator from 
Texas. 

Equity is still intent on adopting 
a measure barring Reds, Nazis and 
Fascists from being officers or em- 
ployees. A new committee for that 
purpose was named last week, when 


it was revealed th t the orivinal 
commiitee was dissolved some time 
ago. Reason was that the chairman 
and others were among those who 


resigned from council, disgruntled 


| over the election. 


New committee on the anti-radical 
John Kennedy, 
John Alexander and Roy Roberts. 
There is no time limit for their re- 
port on the proposed resolution. 
Original version was defeated 
cause, in the form presented, it 
might have opened the way to dis- 
crimination. 


be- 




















“10 P. M. Theatre’ 
| . * ea re 
———_—— Continued from page l= 
of leisurely dining leave the re- 
served loges of Radio City Mfisic 
Hall as perhaps the only place to go 
after a late dinner. 

Theatre will be a revue house, not 
a cabaret, sans food, but with a large 
bar for service, a Ja the Metropolitan 
opera house. Incidenially, the 44th 
St. theatre, downstairs, inducts a six- 
week opera season of its own Oct. 


14, under sponsorship of Mrs. Lytle 
Hull (ex-Mrs. Vincent Astor), which 
is when Fischer plans opening atop 
the roof. 

Feature of the new policy will be 
easy, Pullman-type chairs, with a 
pedestal for drinks, coffee and cig- 
arets. Costliest item of the Bayes 
Roof's facelift will be those special 
chairs, costing around $80 each, and 
necessitating a $20,000 invesiment. 
Coffee, cigarets aid one Civa--ver- 
customer will be gratis; snows in two 
parts; bar service at interris:.on 
and after the secoud act ci the revue, 
when, also, the customers will dance 
on the stage, akin to Fischer's pcll- 
cies in the pasi at his French Casine 
and International Casino vertures 
im i es 
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VOTES FOR M-G-M! 


Leo is the sweetheart of the industry — 12,000 exhibitors say so. 
That’s a lot of accounts and Leo’s so proud! 

It’s a new high for M-G-M and the industry. 

Those 12,000 will be back again next year because 

Strong ties hold Leo and his customers together. 

The mechanics of distribution may change — : 
But not Leo! 

He represents something beyond a contract. 

A spirit of good-will that seeks to make business a pleasure 
And a mutually profitable enterprise. 

Our current season ends in a blaze of glory: 


“Life Begins for Andy Hardy” a summer sensation! 
(Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland together again!) 


it THE BACKBONE “When Ladies Meet” a hot-weather life-saver! 
OF FILM (Imagine 4 big stars in one show—Joan Crawford, Robert Taylor, Greer Garson, Herbert Marshall) 


BUSINESS! And now look. Yes, Leo is your all-year-’round sweetheart. 
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YOUR MOVE! 


Just a few of M-G-M’s 1941-42 prizes. Here’s a list of pictures completed or in production. 


“DR. JEKYLL & MR. HYDE”—Spencer Tracy, Ingrid Bergman, Lana Turner; “LADY BE GOOD”—Eleanor Powell, Ann Sothern, 

Robert Young; “DOWN IN SAN DIEGO”—Bonita Granville, Ray McDonald, Dan Dailey, Jr., Leo Gorcey; “HONKY TONK”— 

Clark Gable, Lana Turner, Claire Trevor; “MARRIED BACHELOR’—Robert Young, Ruth Hussey, Felix Bressart; “SMILIN’ 

THROUGH’”’—Jeanette MacDonald, Brian Aherne, Gene Raymond; “FEMALE OF THE SPECIES”—Rosalind Russell, Don Ameche, 

Kay Francis; “WOMAN OF THE YEAR”—Spencer Tracy, Katharine Hepburn; “THE CHOCOLATE SOLDIER”—Néelson Eddy, 

Rise Stevens; “UNHOLY PARTNERS”—Edward G. Robinson, Laraine Day, Edward "Arnold; “BABES ON BROADWAY”— 

he Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland; “TARZAN’S SECRET TREASURE”— Johnny Weissmuller, Maureen O'Sullivan, Philip Dorn; ‘ 

ig “GRETA GARBO COMEDY ”—Greta Garbo, Melvyn Douglas, Constance Bennett; “KATHLEEN” — Shirley Temple; “I’LL- TAKE 
MANILA”—Eleanor Powell; “JOHNNY .EAGER”—Robert Taylor, Lana Turner; “PANAMA HATTIE”—Ann Sothern, 

Red Skelton; “SHADOW OF THE THIN MAN”—William Powell, Myrna Loy, 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Variety presents 

a cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 

panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 





Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Meioarama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of Variety’s review and running time. 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—7/4/41 


Prisoner on Devil’s Island (Col) 7/30 








70 D. Woods-S. Eilers 


D 
Barnacle Bill (M-G) 7/2 CD 90 W. Beery-V. Weidler 
Murder by Invitation (Mono) 7/30 D 67° W. Ford-M. Marsh 
Caught in the Draft (Par) 5/28 C 82 B.Hepe-D. Lamour 
Tom, Dick and Harry (RKO) 17/16 C 85 G. Rogers-G. Murphy 
Moon Over Miami (20th) 6/18 MU 92 D.Ameche-B. Grable 
Bachelor Daddy (U) 17/2 C 61 Baby Sdiidy-E. E. Horton 
Kisses for Breakfast (WB 7/23 C 81 + D. Morgan-J. Wyatt 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/11/41 








Two in a Taxi (Col) D 62 A. Louise-R. Hayden 

Navy Blue and Gold (M-G) (reissue) D 9% RK. Young-J. Stewart 
Father Steps Out (Mono) D F. Albertson-L. Grey 
Forced Landing (Par) 7/9 M 63 R. Arlen-E. Gabor 

They Meet Again (RKO) D J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 
Gangs of Sonora (F - 7/16 W 56 3 Mesquiteers 

Mountain Moonligh' ) cD Weaver Bros. Elviry 

Accent on Love (2 D 61 G. Montgomery-O. Massen 
Hello, Sucker (U) C 60 H. Herbert-T. Brown 
Bride Came C.O.D. (WB) 17/2 CD 94 B. Davis-J. Cagney 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/18 41 





Blondie in Society (Col) 7/2 
Son of Davy Crockett (Col) 17/9 
Stars Look Down (M-G) 1/3/40 
Arizona Bound (Mono) 


77 ~P. Singleton-A. Lake 
59 ~=B. Elliott-l. Meredith 
104 M. Redgrave-M. Lockwood 
B. Jones-T. McCoy 


Shepherd of the Hills (Par) 6/18 98 J. Wayne-B. Field 
Hurricane Smith (Rep) R. Middleton-J. Wyatt 
Sunset in Wyoming (Rep) 8/13 65 G. Autry-S. Burnette 


Dance Hall (20th) 7/23 
Raiders of the Desert (U) 
Rawhide Rangers (U) 

Bullets for O’Hara (WB) 6/30 


73° C. Romero-C. Landis 

60 R. Arlen-A. Devine 
J. M. Brown 

50 J. Perry-R. Pryor 


Pb -£ Bb 11-2 1-8 Ta) 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/25/41 





The Officer and the Lady (Col) 7/16 D 59 R. Hudson-R. Pryor 
Blossoms In the Dust (M-G)_ 6/25 D 98 G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 
The Deadly Game (Mono) D J. Lang-C, Farrell 
Hurry. Charlie, Hurry (RKO) 17/9 ° C 65 CL. Erroll-K. Howell 
Citadel of Crime (Rep) M R. Armstrong-L. Hayes 
Bad Men of Missouri (WB) 8/16 D %%% J.Wyman-D. Morgan 





WEEK OF RELEASE—$8/1/41 








Thunder Over the Prairie (Col) 7/30 Ww 359 C. Starrett-E. O’Hearn 
Ringside Maisie (M-G) 7/30 C 9% A. Sothern-G. Murphy 
Bowery Blitzkrieg (Mono) D W. Hull-L. Gorcey 
Fugitive Valley (Mono) Ww R. Corrigan-M. Terhune 
Kiss the Boys Goodbye (Par) 6/25 CD 83 M. Martin-D. Ameche 
My Life With Caroline (RKO) 17/16 C 78 R. Colman-A. Lee 

Rags to Riches (Rep) 8/13 M 57 A, Baxter-M. Carlisle 
Charley’s Aunt (20th) 7/23 @ C 80 Jack Benny 

Cracked Nuts (U) Cc M. Auer-U. Merkel 
Three Sons o’ Guns (WB) cD W. Morris-T. Brown 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/8/41 





Tillie the Toiler (Col) 8/13 C 67 K. Harris-W. Tracy 
Whistling in the Dark (M-G) 8/6 D 76 C. Veidt-A. Rutherford 
Dynamite Canyon (Mono) Ww T. Keene-E. Finley 
Wide Open Town (Par) 17/30 Ww 177 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 

Six Gun Gold (RKO) w T. Holt-L. White 
Dressed to Kill (20th) 1/23 M 75 LL. Nolan-M. B. Hughes 
Hold That Ghost (U) 7/30 Cc 85 Abbott-Costello 

New Wine (UA) 17/30 MU 82 I. Massey-B. Barnes 
Manpower (WB) 7/9 D 103 E. Robinson-M. Dietrich 








WEEK OF RELEASE—8/15/41 





Eliery Queen and Perfect Crime (Col) M 68 R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
King of Dodge City (Col) 8/13 Ww 63 8. Elliot-T. Ritter 
Life Begins for Andy Hardy (M-G) 8/13 C 100 M. Rooney-A. Rutherford 
Ice-Capades (Rep) 4 J. Ellison-D. Lewis 
Wild Geese Calling (20th) 1/30 D 78 H. Fonda-J.Bennett 
This Woman Is Mine (U) D F. Tone-€. Bruce 

22/41 


WEEK OF RELEASE—38 /? 





R. Montgomery-R. Johnson 





Here Comes Mr. Jordan (Col) 7/30 Cc 93 


Dr. Kildare’s Wedding Day (M-G) D L. Ayres-L. Day 

World Premiere. (Par) Cc J. Barrymore-F. Fatmer 
Scattergood Meets Broadway (RKO) cm Guy Kibbee 

Under Fiesta Stars (Rep) Ww Gene Autry 


Bad Men of Deadwood (Rep) V Roy Rogers 


Private Nurse (20th) 7/30 M 60 J. Harwell-B. Joyce 
A Dangerous Game (U) 3/5 M b A. Devine-R. Arlen 
D 2 


Highway West (WB) 8/6 


B. Marshall-A. Kennedy 


WEEK OF RELEASE—8 /29/41 


Our Wife (Col) 


M. Douglas-R. Hussey 


Cc 
When Ladies Meet (M-G) c J. Crawford-R. Taylor 
Saddle Mountain Roundup (Mono) w Range Busters 
Aloma of the South Seas (Par) RD D. Lamour-J. Hall 
Doctors Don’t Tell (Rep) D J. Beal-F. Rice 
Sun Valley Serenade (20th) 7/23 cD 86 6S. Henie-G. Miller 
Lydia (UA) RD M. Oberon-A. Marshal 
Major Barbara (UA) 5/7 D 115 WwW. Hiller-R. Morley 

D E. Flynn-F. MacMurray 





Dive Bomber (WB) 




















WEEK OF RELEASE—9/5 4l 
Mystery Shiv (Col) D P. Kelly-L. Lane 
Citizen Kane (RKO) 4/16 D 120 O. Welles-J. Cotton 
Charley Chan in Rio (20th) D S. Toler-M. B. Hughes 
Badlands of Dakota (U) w R. Dix-F: Farmer 
Man from Montana (U) Ww J. M. Brown 

WEEK OF RELEASE—9 12 41 
Gentleman from Dixie (Mono) D J. LaRue-M. Marsh 
Parachute Battalion (RKO) D R. Preston-N. Kelly 
A Yank in the R.A.F. (20th) D T. Power-B. Grable 
Unfinished Business (U) RD . I. Dunne-R. Montgomery 








Col. Piling Up Reserve 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Columbia is five up on its 1941-42 
Production program and is aiming to 
pile up a reserve of 10 pictures dur- 
ing the summer shooting. 

Completed for 1941-42 are ‘The 
Men in Her Life,’ ‘Ladies in Retire- 
ment,” ‘You Belong to Me,’ ‘Three | 
Girls About Town’ and ‘Go West 
Young Lady.’ 


tests 2d Sete Sked 


J. R. Grainger, Republic sales top- 
per, announced eight features, as 
;many westerns, and one serial for 





1941-42 season, at the initial session 
of the two-day eastern 
sales confab in N.Y. 
(Tuesday). 

Midwest-Southern regional will be 
held in Chicago Aug. 14-15. 





production in the second quarter of 


regional | ‘Bridges Built at Night,’ starting to-| 
yesterday | 


Allied States’ Philly 
Convensh, Sept. 16-18 


Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 
Allied States Association will hold 
| its 12th annual national convention 
at the Benjamin Franklin hotel 


| Sept. 16-18. Topics listed for dis- 
| Meren on the agenda include: 1. 








Merchandising of pictures. 2. 
Stimulating waning boxoffice. 3. 
More effective tradeshowings, ad- 


vice on consent decree and arbitra- 
tion provisions, etc. 4. Relation of 
motion picture theatre and defense 
program. 

The national convention commit- 
tee includes: Sidney E. Samuelson, 
chairman; David E. Milgram, treas- 
urer; H. A. Cole, national president; 
A. F. Myers, general counsel, and 
Martin G. Smith, national treasurer. 
Chairman of committees: Morris 
Wax, attendance; Harry Perelman, 
decorators; Charles L. Stiefel and 
Michael Felt, display; David E. Mil- 
gram, entertainment; David Segal, 
gifts and _ prices; David Barrist, 
honored guests; Fred A. Beedle, 
program; Cecil Felt, public rela- 
tions; Joseph Conway, publicity; 
Jack H. Greenberg and Harry Fried, 
reception; E. B. Gregory, registra- 
tion, and Melvin Koff, year book. 


IATSE and Ops Unions’ 
Exec Meeting in A. C. 
Very Hush-Hush Confab 


Atlantic City, Aug. 12. 

Reporters were shooed away at the 
executive committee meeting of In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes and Moving Picture 
Machine Operators of the United 
States and Canada held here from 
last Monday (4) until Saturday (9) 
at Ritz Carlton. Whereabouts of 
George FE. Browne, International 
president, who is under $50,000 bail 
on federal charges of labor racket- 
eering, was kept secret. Meetings 
were delayed several days, awaiting 
Browne’s arrival. 

When asked if the legal difficulties 
of their leader, as well as that of his 
west coast representative, Willie 
Bioff, has been discussed, Richard 
Walsh, of New York, vice-president, 
said, ‘No, let the lawyers worry 
about that.’ 

It was reported here that U. S. At- 
torney M. F. Correa was looking for 
both Browne and Bioff, in connec- 
tion with disappearance of a witness. 




















Nathanson B. R. 
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aromamorse 
together in bargaining and that the | 
deal may have cooled so far as | 
Capra is concerned. Selznick’s entry | 
into UA is only a matter of time. 

Meantime, Kelly last week issued | 
|figures for the first 28 weeks of 1941 
| showing it to be one of the most 
|suceessful periods in the history of 
ithe company, despite the succession 
of sales and administrative difficul- 
ties and changes. World-widé” saies 
amounted to $3,600,U00 over tre cor- 
responding period of 1940. That 
covered sales in the U. S., Canada, 
Latin America and other foreign 
countries. 

Kelly predicted one of the most 
successful years the company has | 
ever experienced if earnings hold up 
to the pace of the first six months. 
l\In that period, however, were in- 
|cluded the heaviest part of the in- 
|come from Chaplin’s ‘The Great Dic- 








jtator,’ which exceeded the take of 
all previous Chaplin pix 

William F. Rodgers, Metro sales 
manager, removed all doubt last 
| week about his accepting the prof- 
\fered presidency of UA. In a state- 
ment issued Wednesday (6), he de- 
iclared: ‘I feel greatly honored by 
| the invitation extended to me by 


ithe United Artists Corp., through its 
lowners, to head their organization. 
| However, I am under contract to 
|Loew’s, Inc., and could not even 
|consider the proposal without my 
|company’s full approval. This the 
icompany felt it could not grant. I 
remain with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
with whom I have been so happily 
|associated for many years.’ 

| 








Alexis at the Bridge | 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
| Warners assigned Alexis Smith, | 
| m ‘e], as the romantic in- 


| former 
terest opposite Lloyd Nolan in) 


| morrow (Wednesday). | 


| 

| Eddie Sutherland directs from) 
script by Maurice Hanline and Jesse) 
' Lasky, Jr. 


Growing Moves Among H.0. Film 
Workers for Unionization of Staffs 











N. W. Allied 


| NW from page Io 


forcement and to have it declared 
invalid. A substantial war fund was 
pledged to permit the retaining of 
three lawyers, including two state 
senetors, to aid the state attorney 
general in his defense. 


‘In view of the exorbitant per- 
centage and price demands being 
made for the first decree groups-of- 
five, we think more than ever of this 
state law which we put through the 
state legislature,’ declared president 
E. L, Peaslee. “The demands are 
from two to four percentage pic- 
tures, including a 50%er in each 
group and a 50% increase for flat 
rental films 

‘Of course, even if the companies 
have to sell under the state law they 
still could demand percentage for 19 
out of the entire season’s block of 40, 
for example There’d be the psy- 
chology factor against that, however, 
and we'd have a better chance for 
bargaining.’ 

Peaslee said it was hardly con- 
ceivable that any exhibitors would 
go for such ‘crazy deals, and, yet, he 
continued, L. E. Goldhammer, RKO 
district manager, had offered to 
show him 11 contracts. However, it 
was stated, Goldhammer had told 
another Northwest Allied officer 
that his salesmen had turned in 4 
contracts in the first few days of 
selling in North and South Dakota 
and western Wisconsin. 

Columbia and Universal salesmen 
were charged by Secretary Strom 
with trying to make exhibitors be- 
lieve that consent companies would 
not sell in Minnesota and that, in 
order to protect themselves, they 
must buy all available product. By 
scaring the exhibitors thusly, it was 
claimed, the salesman put over deals 
‘entirely out of line.’ 

Able legal talent has advised the 
organization that there is a better 
than 50-50 chance that the Minnesota 
anti-consent decree law, invalidating 
the decree’s groups-of-five sales plan 
and requiring companies to sell their 
entire season’s product, subject to a 
minimum 20% cancellation privilege, 
will be declared constitutional, the 
convention was told. 

This is particularly so in view of 
the decision in the New~ York 
ASCAP case which caused the dis- 
tributors, for the first time in the 








|industry’s history, to bring suits of 


this type in the state, instead of fed- 
eral, court, Secretary Strom said. 
Asked about the prospects for 
1941-42 selling, which has been sus- 
pended by the decree companies in 
Minnesota since the bill became a 
law more than three months ago, 
Strom explained that if the tem- 
porary injunction now being sought 
is granted the companies would sell 
immediately under the decree. 
‘Our opinion is that if the injunc- 


ltion..is denied, and we feel certain 
it will be, the companies immed!-) itself is*nda-eomifittar onvits 





Organization of office workers in 
New York headquarters of the major 
companies, which has been going on 
under cover for the past six months, 
is gradually breaking into the open 
as one after another of the unions 
seeks contracts with employers, 
Units are all unaffiliated with other 
labor organizations but cooperate 
with each other and other motion 
picture company employe groups 
through the Screen Guild Council. 

Latest to make its’ existence 
known is the Columbia Office Work- 
ers Guild. Organization, started 
about two months ago, now claims a 
majority of the 300 persons it main- 
tains are eligible at the Col ho. It 
will shortly seek to begin contract 
negotiations, which is expected to 
result in a National Labor Relataions 
Board election, at the request of the 
company, to determine if the Guild 
is the proper collective bargaining 
unit. 

Office Workers Guild at Warner 
Bros. has already had an NLRB 
hearing and is awaiting results so 
that date can be set for election. 
Guild, at the hearings claimed 900 
eligible workers, while WB, by 
breaking down its subsidiary com- 
panies, asserted only 600 were quali- 
fied for the unit. 

Universal has the oldest office 
workers’ union, started about two 
years ago. It is affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor, 
whick: negotiated a contract for it 
with the Company. Pact expires 
shortly, which is expected to pre- 
cipitate a battle, as many of the em- 
ployes want to break away from the 
AFL. They claim that the latter was 
brought in by U on a deal and does 
not democratically represent U em- 
ployes, who want to do their own 
contract negotiating. 

Organization at Metro is. still 
clothed in secrecy, although a goodly 
portion of the help is said to belong. 


Activity at Paramount kas _ just 
started, while nothing but talk has 
occurred yet at the other home 


offices. 


SPG May Dicker Solo 
Or En Masse With Pix 
Cos.; Now Polling How 


Advertising-publicity directors and 
attorneys for major companies had 
a second huddle at the Hays office 
in New York yesterday (Tuesday) 
on whether to take on negotiations 
with the Screen Publicists Guild 
singly or en masse. [!t is understood 
that Warner Bros. is holding out for 
bargaining by individual companies, 
while the seven other majors are at- 
tempting to convince it that joint ne- 
gotiations would be preferable. Guild 








ately will go to the federal court in] ence, but is understood to favor joint 
New York and ask for a release| action as guaranteeing that the bar- 
from the decree which, we are cer- gaining will be both speedier and 


tain, will be granted,’ said Strom. 
‘Some believe that the companies do 
not even need’such a release. All 
this would take about 30 days, we 
estimate, and would be followed at 
once by selling. 


more equitable. ‘ 
SPG submitted its contractual de- 
mands to the companies several 


weeks ago, following its victory in 
a National Labor Relations poll to 
determine the bargaining agent for 


‘We feel confident that the com-|h.o. publicists. 





panies will not carry out their threat | 
to lay off selling in Minnesota this | 
year if they lose their first round— 
the motion for a temporary injunc- 
tion. The Minnesota Amus. Co. cir- 
cuit (Paramount) has only one fran- 
chise and soon will need product. | 
The companies are not going to close | 
up that chain. And our lawyers tell 
u the distributors couldn't sell 
Minnesota Amus. Co. and refuse to 
make deals with independent ex- 
hibitors.’ 

President Peaslee said the one 


thing ‘in our favor’ is that Minnesota 
Amus. Co. is in the same boat as we 
and ‘they’re not going to put it out 
of business.’ 

It was decided to seek a law in the 
next state legislature designed to 
curb 16 mm. f.'m competition which, 


| it was declared, is becoming increas- 


ingly serious. 
A resolution was adopted asking 





amendment of the war tax bill so as} 


not to classify special tickets for 
adolescents from 12 to 18 years old 
as ‘reduced adult admissions’ requir- 
ing the latter’s full 10% admission 
tax. The body also went on record 
to continue wholehearted support 


and cooperation for the present ad- | 


ministration. 








NLRB Certifies SPG in N. Y. 
Washington, Aug. 12. 
NLRB has certified Screen Pub- 
licists Guild as collective bargain- 


ing agent of advertising copy- 
writers, publicity men and asso- 
ciated groups employed in state of 


New York for 20th-Fox, Paramount, 
Columbia, United Artists, RKO, Uni- 
versal, Warner Bros. and Loew’s. 


Studio Technicians’ 
Strike Deadline 24th 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Strike vote by Local 683 of the 
Studio Laboratory Technicians is 
deadlined for Aug. 24. Membership 
adopted a motion for a vote on the 
walkout before that date if, at the 
discretion of the negotiating com- 
mittee, it is held advisable. 

Notification by studio heads that 
a committee of three major studio 
managers is being appointed to dis- 
cuss contract revisions is branded 
by the unionists as another stall. 
Membership is demanding immediate 
action. 
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Moved from the Astor to the 
larger Hollywood on Monday. 
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SEROEANT "ti Result: Hollywood's first two 
ee days gross bigger than any 
yn ee two days at the Astor...and 

( that was a sellout! 
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Rodgers Side in L’Affaire Lebedoff 





Metro Sales Manager Cites ‘Variety’ Story But NW 
Allied Backs Up Local Indie 





Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 

Sol G. Lebedoff, Northwest Allied 
treasurer and film problems’ com- 
mittee chairman, stands accused by 
w. F. Rodgers, Metro sales’ manager, 
of being a publicity-seeker and a 
prevaricator ‘who has misquoted him 
before.’ Charges are contained in a 
letter from Rodgers to president E. 
L. Peaslee of Northwest Allied, made 
public at the organization’s conven- 
tion here. Rodgers wrote in reply to 
a communication asking for his ver- 
sion of an ‘incident’ in Chicago re- 
ported to the body by Lebedoff who 
accused the Metro sales’ manager of 
discourtesy and an affront. Before 
giving out to the trade press and 
members a directors’ resolution sev- 
erely censuring Rodgers and con- 
demning his attitude, the board 
wanted him to have a chance to be 
heard, he was told. 

In Pw Ronee on private business, 
Lebedoff had alleged that, learning 
Rodgers also was there, he called the 
latter by telephone, asking to see 
him to exchange greetings and dis- 
cuss trade problems. Rodgers re- 
plied he didn’t want to see him or 
have anything to do with him and 
didn't desire him as a friend, accord- 
ing to Lebedoff. A short time before 
Lebedoff, in a statement to the trade 
press, had attacked Rodgers for ad- 
vocating more percentage pictures 
and the Northwest Allied officer at- 
tributed his rebuff to this, asserting 
‘Rodgers can't take it.’ 

Not Discourteous 

After Fred Strom, executive secre- 
tary, read to the convention the 
Rodgers’ letter denying that he had 
been discourteous to Lebedoff and 
had said M-G 
in Minnesota, 
from the floor that the episode had 
occurred as he originally reported it 
and he challenged Rodgers’ truthful- 
ness. 

In the discussion that followed, 
there was opposition to the organiza- 
tion taking any action in the matter, 
it being pointed out that Lebedoff 
had acted as an individual instead of | 
as a representative of Northwest! 
Allied. The resolution censuring 


Rodgers was dropped, but the board | 


of governors was directed to write 
to the sales’ manager that Northwest | 
Allied ‘hitherto, or now, never has 














EASTERN CAPITAL 


Interested in ideas for eastern. pro- 


duction of sherts, four reelers or fea- 











-yould not sell pictures | 
Lebedoff declared | 





had occasion to disbelieve Mr. 
bedoff.’ 

Lebedoff said this manner of dis- 
posing of the proposition satisfied 
him and he considered it ‘a vote of 
confidence.’ 

However, Lebedoff was not re- 
elected Minneapolis governor by the 
local group, Harold Field being 
chosen in his place. And it is un- 
derstood that during the group’s 
meeting, behind closed doors, there 
was considerable criticism of Lebe- 
doff ‘for antagonizing Rodgers’ and 
because of alleged ‘lack of tact and 
diplomacy.’ 

The Minneapolis group’s action re- 
moves Lebedoff from the organiza- 
tion’s board of directors and some 
of the boys are saying it's a slap at 
him for his run-in with Rodgers. 
How it will affect Lebedoff in buy- 
ing M-G product—if he decides to 
buy it—for his two local neighbor- 
hood houses is a matter of specula- 
tion with the boys. 

Lebedoff has two neighborhood 
houses here. President Peaslee, who 
owns theatres in Stillwater, Minn., 
commenting on the incident from the 
floor, said that he had seen Lebedoff 
film contracts and that Lebedoff 
could not possibly have had any per- 
sonal grievances with Rodgers or 
M-G-M or any selfish axes to grind. 
The lLebedoff contracts were so 
favorable, Peaslee pointed out, there 
was no reason for Lebedoff to ‘stick 
his neck out’ and that his only pur- 
pose must have been to try to serve 
the organization. He complimented 
and praised Lebedoff for the latter’s 
‘hard, untiring and unselfish efforts 
in independent exhibitors’ behalf.’ 


K-A-0 NET PROFIT 507, 
UNDER 6 MONTHS IN ’40 


Le- 





Net profit of Keith- Albeo Orpheum | 
| Corp. and subsidiary companies was houses in 


cut more than half in the 26 weeks 
ended July 5 as compared with cor- 


| responding first six months last year. 





'traceable to 


| . 
| tion 


Company’s report issued Monday | 
(11) shows eee net profit as 
|}compared with 27,062 in the 26- 


| week period of a 4 year. 

Decline in K-A-O profit is directly 
the substantial dip in 
profit before provision for deprecia- 
and income taxes, which de- 


clined nearly $260,000 to $635,402 in | 


ithe first six months as compared to 


the first half of 1940. Company wrote 








tures. Consideration given only to loff $327.047° for depreciation and 
letters containing full synopsis of | $94.915 for income taxes. both | 
tng Ragen ae a very, 55° lamounts being lower than in the} 

we CN Se See See Conti period last year. 
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“Bad Men of Missouri”}}GARY COOPER 


A New Warner Bros. Hit With 
Dennis MORGAN @ Jane WYMAN 
Wayne MORRIS e Arthur KENNEDY 


IN PERSON 
ROCHESTER Jack Benny’s Shadow 
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A NEW WARNER BROS. HIT 


HOLLYWOOD 


B’way at 5ist St. 
AIR-CONDITIONED 





HELD OVER! 
2nd Hilarious 
Week 


Broedwas 
Bud Lou 
ABBOTT & COSTELLO 


HOLD THAT GHOST’ 


ANDREWS Sisters—Ted LEWIS & Oreh 








Starts Thur.,Aug.!4 


Clark Hires a 
‘Robt. TAY Wed. wag et 
0 YLOR - 
“BILLY un pentabob 
in Person 
MILLS Bros. 
Frances FAY 
Mitzi MAYFAIR 
Henny YUNGMAN 


THE KID" 
in Technicolor 


Gn Stage 


James BARTON 
Beverly ROPERTS 








SSA WONDROUS EXPERIENCE”—pm “2 


FANiAs| 


vice donee CONDITIONED | : 
Zr 4048-40 BROADWAY i 6.5353 S$ 


Ba | Children and Service Men Half Price at All Times | WO 


















MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


"HERE COMES 
MR. JORDAN" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





RADIO 
CITY 


:| Big 














" PARAMOUNT :::: 


| IN PERSON 
Jerry Colonna 






Don Ameche 
Mary Martin 








Claude 
“KISS Thornhill 
oYs and Band 
THe BOT —Extra— 
GOODBYE” | 4 INK SPOTS 





ee ee ee ee a 





*wr et eae 











SPENCER TRACY 
INGRID BERGMAN, LANA TURNER 


‘DR. JEKYLL & MR. HYDE’ 


An M-G-M Release 
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WAXMANN’S ‘LIMITED 
INJUNCTION’ VS. COL., WB 


Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 
Judge Guy Bard in U. S. district 
court on Thursday (7) granted a 
‘limited injunction’ to Harry Wax- 
mann, Atlantic City exhib, against 








Columbia, Stanley-Warner circuit 
and the Weiland chain. 

Under the restrainer, Columbia is | 
forbidden to sell product to Weil- 
and’s New Embassy which has had 
a first run at any Atlantic avenue 
house, before it is shown at Wax- 
mann’s Astor. The Court, however, 
denied Waxmann’s plea that Colum- 
bia be restrained from selling all 
product to the Weiland house before 
it gets a run at his (Waxmann’s) the- 
atre. 

Warners was named defendant in 
the case because of its pooling deal 
with Weiland. 





Eagle, Albany, Vs. WB 
Albany, Aug. 12. 

Supreme Court Justice Harry E. 
Schirick Friday (7) reserved de- 
cision in proceedings brought by 
|owners of the Eagle theatre against 
Vitagraph, Inc., seeking to restrain 
the latter from releasing Warner 
pictures to the new Delaware thea- 
tre before they are released to the 
Eagle. At the same time it was an- 
nounced settlement had been reached 
in a similar proceeding brought by 
the Eagle owners against 20th-Fox. 


Par Backs Up Coast 
Exhib in Dispute On 
Clearance by Arbiter 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 


Paramount attorneys are prepar- 
ing a brief seeking clarification of 
the recent decision handed down by 
Herbert Cameron, arbitrator for the | 
Los Angeles district under the con- 
sent decree, about clearances for the 
Mission Playhouse in San Gabriel.| 
| Brief supports the appeal of the Ed- | 
wards Theatre Circuit, operators of | 
Rosemead and Garvey, | 
currently serviced day-and-date with | 
| Mission. 














Plaintiffs declare they are unable} 
to interpret the decision, which states | 
| that the maximum clearance which | 
| may be granted to Alhambra first- 
irun theatres over Rosemead and 
| Garvey ‘shall be seven days after 
Mission Playhouse closing.’ 

Essentially, the Paramount brief | 
| wants to know whether the arbitra- 
tor is empowered to determine a run 
under the consent decree. 





3d ’Frisco Beef 
San Francisco, Aug. 12 
The third San Francisco consent | 
was filed here Monday (11) by 
{the Harvey Amus. Co. against the 
Five, seeking equalization of 
clearance between its Westwood the- 
atre in Westwood and the Sierra in | 
| Susanville _ 
| 
| 


case 





= | DON WINSLOW’ SERIAL 


USING ‘IN NAVY’ SETS 


With the expensive stages of Ab- 
|bott and Costello’s ‘In the Navy’ 
|available, Universal has decided to 
switch its serial program and make 
‘Don Winslow of the Navy’ next. 
| Originally skedded for 1942-43, it 
has been switched into the coming 
season’s slate in place of ‘Head 
Hunters of the Amazon,’ in order to| 
l\take advantage of the A&C sets and 
|current public interest in Navy pix. 
U’s also figuring on another de- 
|parture in the serial, according to 
| short subjects g.m. Bernie Kreisler 
|It will put feature players in the 
|cast and make dialog more adult than 
usual for this type product in order 
to catch grownups as well as kids. 
‘Winslow’ is both a syndicated comic 
strip and radio serial. It is by Lt. 
Com. Frank V. Martinek. 











Haydn Joins Profs 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Richard Haydn, English comic, | 
| moved into the Samuel Goldwyn | 
'studio to complete the cast of pro-| 
| fessors in the Gary Cooper-Barbara | 
| Stanwyck co-starrer, ‘Ball of Fire,’ 

| originally titled “The Professor and | 
| the Burlesque Queen.’ | 
Other members of the collegiate 
| faculty are Oscar Homolka, Aubrey 
Mather, Henry Travers, S. Z. Sakal, 
Tully Marshall and Leonid Kinsky 











L.. J. Ludwig Points Up the Alleged 
Disadvantages of Tradeshow Buying 





Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 


Buying in groups of five, instead of 


| an entire season’s product, as before 


the consent decree and as required 
in Minnesota under the state law, 
has no advantage and many disad- 
vantages for the independent exhibi- 
tor, according to L. J. Ludwig, for- 
mer Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
mount circuit) assistant general 
manager, and now owner of several 
North Dakota theatres. 

Although he must buy groups of 
five in accordance with consent de- 
cree provisions, Ludwig, a member 
of Northwest Allied, strongly favors 
that organization’s sponsored Minne- 
sota law requiring companies to sell 
their entire season’s product. 

‘On the face of it, one would think 
it an advantage for an exhibitor to 
buy pictures after they’ve been 
made and he has had the chance to 
see them, insteady of blindly, as in 
the past,’ Ludwig points out, ‘but 
that’s only a superficial view. 

Must Buy All Product 

‘If twice as many pictures were 
produced, it might be diffierent. 
However, as it is, any exhibitor 
having at least two theatres in a 
town—and most now do—must buy 
all the product anyway. And under 
the old system, buying 40, for ex- 
ample, he has more of a chance to 
work out a better deal for himself. 
Buying in groups of five will result 
in higher film costs for exhibitors, 
in my opinion, 

‘And seeing the pictures at the 
decree screening isn’t going to help 
the exhibitor. Except in the com- 
paratively few instances of very 
good or very bad pictures, the most 
experienced and astute’ exhibitor 
cannot accurately gauge a picture’s 
boxoffice value by looking at it. The 
picture he doesn’t like or the film 
that rates poor from a critical stand- 
| point frequently proves to be a 
profitable grosser, 

‘So buying, under the new plan, 
resolves itself into the same old 
story, excepting that selling costs 
probably will be higher and the ex- 
hibitor will have to pay more. It 
all boils down to the fact that we 
exhibitors need pictures—a steady 
flow of them—and we ‘must’ buy 
under circumstances. And we want 


| to buy as economically as possible. 


Another Disadvantage 


‘There is this disadvantage to the 
groups-of-five plan, too. In case an 


|exhibitor is in a position to skip a 


group that group may contain estab- 
lished stars of boxoffice value. If 
he passes up the group the value of 
those stars for his particular situa- 








likely to have one or more pictures 
that the exhibitor will be so anxious 
to obtain that he'd practically be 
forced into buying it under any cir- 
cumstances.’ 


Ludwig points out that independ- 
ent neighborhood and suburban ex- 
hibitors in the larger cities have a 
distinct advantage in being able to 
book and spot pictures after they've 
played their downtown first-runs 
and indicated their boxoffice possi- 
bilities. However, even in these in- 
stances, buying of groups must oc- 
cur before such first-run, he says. 


Oldies With Wallop 
Get Heavy Play From 
Nabes; Epics Scorned 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


Nabe houses, the 15-25c admission 
kind, in the Los Angeles area are 
demanding action pictures, regard- 
less of age, and snooting at ‘A’ pro- 
ductions of recent vintage. They are 
passing up the so-called important 
pictures made in the last 10 years. 
Neighborhood theatres naturally 
can’t get costly films until they are 
four to six months old, but even 
then the late newcomers are scorned. 

Most popular in the family houses 
are those flickering with action from 
two to a dozen years old. Among 
the oldies revived for the nabe trade 
are ‘All Quiet On the Western Front,’ 
1930; ‘Hell’s Angels,’ 1930; ‘Scarface,’ 
1932; ‘Lost Squadron’ and ‘Hat Check 
Girl,’ 1932; ‘Parachute Jumper’ and 
‘Ace of Aces,’ in 1933. 

Picture crop of 1934 is devoid of 
releases, but 1935 produced the re- 
vivals of “Transatlantic Tunnel’ and 
‘Devil Dogs of the Air.’ Veterans 
of the 1936 era currently in circu- 
lation are ‘Secret Agent,’ ‘Crackup,” 








‘China Clipper? ‘Sea Spoilers’ and 
‘Ladies in Love.” The same idea 
goes in the later oldies, chiefly on 


the action side. Film companies are 
getting unexpected coin from re- 
issues of muscular dramas while so- 
phisticated plays are gathering dust. 
Flood of Reissues 

Failure of strong product to clear 
through first and second-run houses, 
plus the usual season’s-end dearth of 
good pictures, is bringing probably 
the greatest flood of reissues the in- 
dustry has had in years. 

Besides several widely-circulated 
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tion is likely to decline because | films such as ‘Vivacious Lady’ and 
| they’re absent from his screen for |‘Navy Blue and Gold,’ many new 
a long time. But an ensuing group | entries on the revival list are noted 
with those stars—a group he wishes this week. ‘Rain,’ ‘Bengal Lancers,’ 
to buy—will cost him a sum out of | ‘Leathernecks Have Landed,’ ‘My 
proportion to their worth to him be- Favorite Wife,’ ‘Lost Horizon,’ ‘Awful 
cause the price will be based on their| Truth,’ ‘St. Louis Blues’ and ‘Mes- 
value generally. sage to Garcia’ are among those 

‘Moreover, nearly every group is} playing in key cities. 
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now turns to the ultra-m 
Transcription Service. Pal 
— handled through Ruthrau 
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complete up-to- the-minu 
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A Service of The Columbia Broadcasting System. 
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VARIETY Wednesday, August 15, 1941 ‘ | 
30 | 
| 
| 
RKO Ravio PICTURES, INc. | 
i.RKO BUILDING. 
NEW YORK | 
| | | 
(OFFICE OF THE | | 
| PRESIDENT July} 30,*1947 3 | 
Mr. Samuel’ Goldwyn 
Samuel Goldwyn, Inc. 
7210 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Los"Angeles, Cal. 
| Dear. Sam: 
TT have “just had a very great experience...I have_seen Bette Davis in 
"The Little Foxes." 
| 
, Le | | | 
I think it is your masterpiece. | 
The’ box-office value of, this picture -— from a famous stage play - with, 
a’ ‘star. _such as Miss Bette, Davis...and produced, by yous. .was obvious be- 
fore a*camera‘ turned. But you have given us something” more’ than a certain 
success. You have given us_a “sensation, 
4 "The Little Foxes". has all of the deep emotional. quality of your great-. 
| est “productions. ,, And again you have given us a brilliant ‘portrait of an 
| unforgettable woman, as you did in "Stella Dallas", 
| This picture makes me prouder than ever of your. association with us — more 
confident,than ever of other great attractions. coming from you under the 
| RKO, Radio banner. ‘My congratulations to_you are. heartfelt. 
| William Wyler_deserves the highest’praise for his”great”’directorial achieve- 
| ment. 
ii Will you please convey, also to Miss Davis, to _Cameraman Gregg Toland, and 
Ht to'all”of.the members of your, splendid organization, my admiration of the 
ip manner. in which they, have succeeded in actually, heightening the dramatic 
| effect of Miss Lillian Hellman's already highly dramatic play. 
| ‘and ;I am particularly grateful to you for introducing to the screen the 
‘seven “newconers, including Miss Téresa Wright, “who make*such brilliant de- 
buts in*this picture.’ 
7 ‘In’ conclusion,.I want’ you to, know that I am ready, personally to assure any 
Ai | exhibitor, in any type of: theatre, that he will get one ofthe soundest 
a pieces_of. box-office merchandise in his career“when he gets "The Little 
Foxes." 





genre Fee 








With‘kindest” regards, 
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N. W. Allied Confab Seeks War Chest 
To Defend Minn. Anti-Decree Law 





Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 
Assembled in convention here to- 
day (5), members of Northwest Al- 
lied were to raise a large war fund 
for a last ditch fight to defend the 


constitutionality of the organization- 
sponsored state law invalidating the 
consent decree’s groups-of-five sales’ 
plan. If necessary, too, it was de- 
clared, the money also will be used 
as ammunition to block any efforts 
on distributors’ part to obtain repeal 
of the law. 

The law is now under attack by 
the five major decree companies plus 
United Artists, the latter having filed 
suit last week. The UA action is a 
replica of those of the other distrib- 
utors. It seeks a temporary and 
permanent injunction to restrain the 
measure’s enforcement and asks the 
court to declare the law unconsti- 
tutional. A joint hearing on the ap- 
plications for the temporary injunc- 
tion is scheduled for district court in 
St. Paul, Aug. 8. 

Northwest Allied’s fight presently 
is to take the form of legal assistance 
for the state attorney general in de- 
fending the law. In a surprise 11th 
hour move, Northwest Allied re- 
tained two state senators to work 
with C. A. Holten, local constitu- 
tional lawyer, previously engaged, in 
aiding the state attorney general. 
They're A. O. Sletvold, the law’s au- 
thor, and Carl Neumier, leaders of 
the senate’s powerful farm bloc and 
capable attorneys. Neumier also is 
chairman of the important senate tax 


committee and a close friend of Gov. | 


H. B. Stassen. 
Want No N. D. 
It was made clear that the organi- 


‘Fiasco’ 


| 





trade-showing provisions and re- 
questing that they be altered in a 
way that, if possible, would make 
them of some benefit to independent 
exhibitors. Northwest Allied leaders 
pointed out that the parties to the 
decree agreed that the instrument 
would be revised if any of its pro- 
visions prove unsatisfactory. Those 
having to do with arbitration and 
tradeshowings already have been 
demonstrated to be worthless, it’s de- 
clared. 

The Northwest Allied contention is 
that the arbitration rules are so 
stringent that the real and serious 
problems of independent exhibitors, 
such as most clearance grievances, 
can’t be arbitrated. And indepen- 
dent can’t spend the time and money 
required for attendance at the trade 
showings, according to Northwest 
Allied. : 

With more companies distributing 
16 mm, films, the competition from 
that source is greater than ever, it 
was declared. A resolution was to 
be adopted calling upon producers 
to stop making 16 mm. films except 
for educational and scientific pur- 
poses. 


Disney and Staff Of 


15 on South American 
Tour for Pickup Shots 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Walt Disney and 15 members of 
staff left on a two-month air tour of 
South America to pick up data for 
a series of cartoon shorts dealing 








| with that continent. 


zation is determined there shall be | 


no repetition of the North Dakota 
‘fiasco’ during the legal scrap which 
is expected to be long drawn out. 
In N. D., while the constitutionality 
of the theatre divorcement law, spon- 
sored by independents, was still in- 
volved in court litigation, the state 


the measure. 
At the convention the independent 
exhibitors were to be told not to 


Accompanying Disney were Nor- 
man Ferguson, William Cottrell, Ted 


| Sears, Webb Smith, James Bodrero, 


| Charles 
| Lansbrugh, 


John Miller, Herbert Ryman, Lee 
Blair, Mary Blair, Franklin Thomas, 
Wolcott, John Rose, Larry 
Janet Martin and Jack 


| Cutting. 
legislature, after two years, repealed 


worry about the major decree com- | 
panies and UA’s present refusal to | 


sell in Minnesota because of the 
anti-consent decree law, the ban now 
being in its third month. 














Rose-Steyne 


ae Ontinued from page 5 Sl 


lars with which to buy war supplies 
a year or 14 months ago, the billions 








| made available in credits and sup- 


It was to | 


be pointed out that if the temporary | 


restraining order is granted the com- 
panies undoubtedly will resume sell- 
ing and do it under the consent de- 
cree. In case it is denied, speakers 
were to explain, the way will be 
paved for them to sell under the 


| (after 


state law which, it was to be confi- | 


dently imme- 
diately. 

Local NW leaders even were pre- 
dicting that the companies may sell 
under the state law, before the court 
rules on the temporary injunction 
application, if there’s any danger of 
a Minnesota Amus. Co. (Par) prod- 


predicted, they’ll do 


uct shortage. However, the Para- 
mount chain is in good shape for at 
least two months longer as far as 


product is concerned, according to 
John J. Friedl, the circuit’s presi- 
dent. With even the decree com- 
Panies now selling 1940-41 product, 
the independents aren’t likely to 
lack pictures, the body’s executives 
Said. 
Not a Chance 

Convention delegates were to be 
told ‘there isn’t a Chinaman’s chance 
for the film companies to win their 
suits and knock out the law,’ 
that there even is little prospect of 


P 7 
ania 


the temporary injunction being 
granted. However, the speakers de- 
clared, if the restraining order is is- 
sued, and companies can sell under 


the decree, the terms demanded by 
the companies for their first groups 
of five. show that the plan spells 
more and higher percentage and 
higher film rentals ‘that will murder 
independent exhibitors.’ 


In this conneetion, the Northwest 
Allied leaders are citing the fact that 


each of the consent companies has a | 
picture in its first group, that 


50% 
RKO is demanding percentage for 
all five, including a 40%er, two 
35%ers and a 30%er, and Metro 
and 20th each have two percentage 
pictures—a 40%er in addition to the 
50%. However, according to revorts 
prepared for the convention, RKO 
1S making deals in the territory out- 
side of Minnesota with three of the 
first five sold flat. 

_At its convention Allied will con- 
sider resolutions protesting the con- 


plies via the U. S. lease-lend law has 
completely changed this. 

There appears no doubt now but 
that Steyne will ask for 100% of 
all American film company revenues 
certain deductions, possibly, 
for operating expenses) in the new 
frozen money agreement which must 
be settled before next Nov. 1. This 
covers the 12-month period starting 


| on that date. 


But the U. S. distributors also are 
going to ask for unfreezing of about 
$35,000,000, the sum reported tied up 


|in Britain presently. This covers 
revenues obtained “in the last 21 
months from active distribution in 


\U. S. 


| with British film quota laws by mak- | 





Britain, despite wartime conditions. 
While U. S. distributors were able to 
use part of their frozen funds dur- 
ing the first 12-month period by pay- 
ing off loans and other obligations, 
as well as on British quota produc- 
tion, this no longer is possible. 

Result is millions of dollars which 
can’t be remitted to U. S. for use in 
future operations in this country. 
And unless these are forthcoming 
shortly American companies fear 

»y may have to be written off as 
losses until the end of the present 
would constitute 
vere handicap on future production 
efforts in the U. S., they have in- 
formed the British authorities. 

Discrimination 

Another angle presented is that 
business is being discrimi- 
since many other 


+ ve) tt y 
ine him 


against 


, 
nated 


American businesses are granted all | 


sorts of concessions. Reported to the 
trade only this week that one large 
corporation was 
transmit some $7,000,600 in bonuses 
to this country, so that the coin 
would be made available in dollars. 

Argument of Yank distributors is 
that they have carried on, supplying 
normal allotment of films to Great 
Britain, have struggled to comply 


ing features in England as required 
and have striven to keep up a steady 
output of films in this country. 
American film industry at the out- 
set agreed that normal film supply to 
Britain was a ‘must’ on its list 
and that it would go far in maintain- 
ing British morale, But jt fears 
it can’t go on if coin stays tied up in 


sent decree’s present arbitration and Britain. 


a se- | 


allowed to | 
| being out on strike for two months, | 


Used to All That Shootin’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Director choice for Harry Sher- 
man’s high-budget historical picture, 
‘Tombstone,’ at Paramount, goes to 
Lesley Selander. 





of horsemen to Tucson, Ariz., to start 
shooting next week. 


PHILLY’S BLDG. 
BOOM EASES 
OFF 


Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 

The boom in theatre building of 
the past three years has apparently 
ceased in Philly. In a report issued 
last week by Charles A. Flanagan, 
chief of the Bureau of Building In- 
spection, only one permit for a new 
theatre operation was issued in the 
first seven months of 1941. 

This, despite the fact that 7,300 
operations totalling more than $21,- 
000,000 were started during that 
time, the highest mark in 10 years. 











1,600-Seater in Shaker Heights 
Columbus, Aug. 12. 
Following a favorable decision in 
the Ohio supreme court, the Fair- 
mount Center Co. is going ahead 
with construction of a $350,000 build- 
ing development in Shaker Heights, 
near Cleveland, which will include 
a theatre of 1,600 seats to be oper- 
ated by Fairmount Amus. Co., headed 
by Henry and Leo Greenberger and 
Seymour Amster. Firm has leased 
the theatre for 20 years. After land 
for the project was purchased, neigh- 
boring property owners of the sub- 
|urb protested the project but the 
| supreme court ruled the permit be 
| issued. 


| 








New Cincy House 
Cincinnati, Aug. 12. 

New 20th Century, 800 seats, in 
suburban Oakley, ope: 2d by Willis 
| Vance, who also has the Ohio in 
| Norwood, the Eden at Peebles Cor- 
| ner, and the State in Newport, Ky., 
across the Ohio river from this city, 
opened Aug. 1. Free parking, 
uniformed autohops handling 

cars ‘on a no-tip basis. 





Raful Bros.’ New One 
Youngstown, O., Aug. 12. 

Paul Raful, operator of the old 
Ohio theatre, which was sold to the 
City of Youngstown in order to 
widen Market street, and his brother, 
M. Joseph Raful, who operates a 
theatre in Newton Falls, O., an- 
nounce construction of a 1,000-seater, 
the Newport, to be ready before 
| Christmas. 





New Louisville Drive-In 
Louisville, Aug. 12. 
Louisville Drive-In Theatre Corp. 
has begun construction on a $40,000 
drive-in, expected to be open for 





rith | ; 
pa Hudgins succeeded him at the Al- | 
nabe, | 


the | 


Richard Dix leads a heavy troupe | 


Somerset Maugham’s Just an Habitual 





Dozier’s Cleanup 





Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Paramount is bringing in em- 
bryo writers to reduce some of 
the studio’s 600 novels, short 
stories and plays to synopsis 
form. William Dozier, studio 
story head, figures the idea will 
be a time-saver and will help 
isolate story ideas acceptable for 
filming. 

Group of three writers will be 
tried out and if results are en- 
couraging others will be added. 
Another element is that it might 
uncover some writing talent in 
the rough. 








business on Sept. 1. Cleveland op- 
erators have leased a-l4-acre tract 
near the city for 10 years. 
700 automobiles. 





| 





| 





; ing for one film annually. 


the Louisville climate to permit op- 
eration seven and a half months of 
the year. 





Fabian’s 40th 
Cohoes, N. Y., Aug. 12. 

The Cohoes, newest in the Fabian 
chain, opened Aug. 5. It is the 40th 
link in the Fabian chain. 

George Seed is city manager for 
Fabian. Si H. Fabian, Samuel 
Rosen, his partner, Lou Golding, di- 
vision manager, and a delegation 
from Albany’s film exchanges were 
to attend the opening. Mayor Ru- 
dolph Roulier was to be a speaker. 
WTRY, Troy, was scheduled to 
broadcast a portion of the opening 
ceremonies. 





New Houston Nabes 

Houston, Aug. 

The Village, 1,000-seater, 
nabe in the Interstate chain in Hous- 
ton, opens Aug. 15. 
far from Rice. Russell Rindy, now 
manager of the Eastwood, 
named manager of the Village, by 
Al Lever, city manager. Ross Val- 


12. 


downtown house, succeeds Rindy at 
the Eastwood. Tommy Howell pro- 
moted from the Almeda, smaller 


nabe, to the Tower, replacing Joe | 


McDonald called into service. Paul 
meda. The State, 650-seat 
opened Friday night (1). Owned and 
operated by A. Z. Glass, who also 
owns and operates the Stude, an- 
other small house. Both second-run. 

Oscar Korn, Dallas theatre man 
who operates the Lindale, small nabe, 
just bought sites for two new pic- 


-$l-a-Word Kid, Even for 


+ 


| 
} 


| 


Film Rights 


Somerset Maugham yarn  pur- 


| chased by Paramount over the weeke 


end earned the English writer ex- 


| actly $1 a word. He got $65,000 for 
| the 


comparatively 
word) novel 


(65,000- 
start 


short 


which will in 


| serial form in Red Book shortly and 
| later be issued as a book by Double- 


day. Modern war story, it’s labeled 
‘The Life We Knew.’ Vera Zorina 
will be the lead; E. H. Griffith to 
direct. 

Figuring screen rights to books at 
so much a word is hardly the usual 
procedure, but it is said to have 
played at least some part in deter- 
mining the price of ‘Life’ Maugham 
achieved the high rate of $1 a word 


| for his Cosmopolitan magazine serials 


Capacity | 
Promoters expect | 
| be 





It’s located not | 


been | 


| 10. 


some years ago and was very proud 
of the fact. So it is thought not to 
entirely coincidence that the 
price of screen rights to this book 
was set at the unusual! figure. 

Another unusual aspect of the sale 
was that there was no bidding. 
Maugham and his agent, Donald 
Friede, of the Myron Selznick office, 
put the price on the book after a 
number of studios had queried ‘How 
much?’ and announced that the first 
one to offer the $65,000 demanded 
could walk off with the property. 
Par was speediest on the trigger and 
took it, despite the fact that other 
studios also wanted it and may have 
pushed up the price. 

No Record 


One-dollar-a-word for a screen 
story is a very high price, but by 
no means a record. That was con- 
siderably exceeded recently when 


| Par paid $175,000 for Edna Ferber’s 


11th | ‘Saratoga Trunk’ and equalled by the 


$150,000 for Hemingway's ‘For 
Whom the Bell Tolls.’ Maugham, 
who’s said to be equally as good a 
bargainer and businessman as he is 
a novelist, however, was so puffed 


. | up over the $l-a-word mag scale he 
|lone, assistant at the Majestic, ace . & 


achieved that he made mention of 
it in the preface to ‘Cosmopolitans,”’ 
compilation of short stories from 
Cosmo. 

Film interest which had been hot 
in ‘Above Suspicion,’ adventure- 
mystery by Helen MaclInnes, flamed 
with advance reports that it will 
rank No. 3 on the best-seller list for 
next Sunday. It was published July 
Paramount is particularly inter- 
ested. 

Still unseen by film companies, but 


| creating a stir is the new Daphre 


ture theatres in outlying sections. | 


Each theatre to seat around 500. 





Canova Yoo Hoo’s 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Judy Canova and Allan Jones draw 
co-starring spots in ‘Private Yoo 
Hoo,’ slated for late fall production 
at Paramount. 

Picture is the first under femme 
star’s five-year Paramount pact call- 





Hollywood, Aug. 12 





Announcement by the Walt Dis- 
ney studio that 207 members of the 
| Screen Cartoonists Guild are to be 
|laid off Friday (15) has threatened 
la new tieup at the cartoon plant 
| Advised of the situation, the US. 
| Labor Department is dispatching a 
concilliation commissioner to head 


off complications. 

SCG officials were notified yester- 
|day (Monday) that 207 of those who 
| recently returned to their jobs, after 
49 would be 


| and non-strikers 


'the Walt Disney plant. 


j 
} 


|dropped. There was no explanation | 


of why the discharge of the inkers 


| would be at the ratio of four strikers | 


to one non-striker. 
Company executive 
question of dropping that number 
lor shutting down the studio as pro- 
duction is curtailed. Unionists 
clare the ratio of layoffs is ‘obvi- 
ously biased.’ 
Seniority, Severance OK'd 
Seniority rights and severance pay 
were definitely recognized in prin- 
ciple by the U. S. Labor Depart- 
ment in the arbitration of the 
Screen Cartoonists Guild strike at 





said it is a/| 


ia week or less. 
de- 


| 


Disney's Proposed Layofts May 
Again Tie Up His Cartoon Plant 








In its award 
the arbitration board recommended 
‘reductions in personne) in confrétm- 


ity with the principle of seniority, 
provided merit and ability are equal 
same principle to be observed in re- 
hiring—last laid off, first re-hired.’ 
On the severance principle, the 
board ruled: ‘Upon dis! 

ployees with one year or over co 
tinuous service shall receive one 
week’s severance pay; two years’ 
service or more, two week’s sever- 


ance pay, to be computed at 
highest rate of pay for 12 months 
prior to dismissal.’ 

In addition to these principles, the 
settlement awarded the strikers 100 
hours’ pay to cover debts incurred 
during the strike, and an increase of 
10% for all employees receiving $50 


the continuation of the practice of 
granting annual vacations of two 
weeks and sick leaves for employees, 
one week for men and two weeks for 
women. 


Minimum wage scales, approved 


|} in the fall. 


the title a switch. 


| 
| 


the ' 


It also provided for | 


by both sides, give the Disney em- | 
ployees the highest pay rate for car- | 


toon workers in the film industry. 


| pin’’ 


duMaurier novel which will bevin 
serialization in the October Ladies 
Home Journal and be followed. by 
book publication by Doubleday. An 
advyenture-action yarn, it is tagged 
‘Frenchman's Creek.’ 


Ethel Lina White, who authored 
‘The Lady Vanishes,’ has complcted 
a new mystery novel to be published 


It’s also about a lady 
who vanishes, so Miss White gave 
It’s labeled ‘She 


| Kelland and a new book held princi- 
| pal 


interest of siudios last week in 
the story market. Serial is ‘The In- 
credible Jeep,’ humorous adventures 
of a draftee, along the lines of Para- 


mount’s recent ‘Caught in the Drzeft.’ 
It will appear in American Mag: a 
in the fall and probably follow 2 a 
book published by Harper’s afier 
mag release. Fox and Metro ae 
studios principally interested in 
screen rights. 

Warner Brus. and Columbi e 
the interested parties in Edward Lon- 
han book, “Thunder in the Ea 4 
Asking price for it is $50,000. It 


vill be published in the fall. 


Coast Story Buys 
Hollywood, Aug. 12 
Warners bought ‘Nobody L 
Forever,’ novel by W. R. Burn¢ 
Republic purchased “The Horse in 
S.ateroom B,’ South American yarn 
by Devery Freeman. 
H. M. Thorman 
Srrine’ to 20th-Fox. 
Nat Levine sold ‘The Marsha! of 
Helldorado’ to 20th-Fox. 
Metre bought ‘Now We Are 21,° 
radio sketch by Jerry Schwartz. 


,es 


sold ‘Another 





STANDOFF HERE 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Shirley Ross replaced Jane F ---e@ 
as femme lead opposite Williem 
Lundigan in ‘Gobs in Blue,’ which 


| went into work at Republic with Al 


Rovell directing. 

Switch was caused by Miss 
Frazce’s commitment in ‘Hellzapop- 
at Universal 
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Editorial Roundup 





= Continued from page 4 





‘Journey’s End’ and (the best of 
all, we thought) ‘Cavalcade’... 

There is at least one war pic- 
ture in circulation we believe is 
intended as war propaganda, 
but is at the same time one of 
the finest pictures we have ever 
seen. 

We refer to ‘Sergeant York,’ 
starring Gary Cooper. 

The propaganda in this picture 
consists in the idea that York. 
after a long struggle for paci- 
fism, finally came to believe it 
was his duty to fight and kill 
Germans. He killed and captured 
a lot of them most skillfully, as 
shown in,.the picture. The in- 
ference seems to be that other 
Americans should go through 
the same soul struggles as York 
and come to the same convic- 
tions as York. But this picture 
could stand on its own feet in a 
time of profound peace as well 
as in a time of war. 

It is a masterpiece of movie 
production. 





Are Only Good Pictures and Bad 


New York Times 

. . . So far as the audience is 
concerned there are only good 
pictures and bad, and any prop- 
agandistic intent is perforce only 
the tail on the kite ... ‘The 
Grapes of Wrath’ was an ex- 
traordinarily honest and mov- 
ing portrayal of dust-bowl emi- 
grants, and therefore a persuasive 
argument for action on their 
behalf. ‘One Night in Lisbon,’ a 
comedy of war-torn London, was 
written in the poorest taste and 
consequently its frantically pro- 
British séntiments fell flatter 
than Tristram Shandy’s nose . 


We believe ‘Sergeant York’ is 
far and away the most effective 
serious propaganda film recently 
out of Hollywood, and that the 
earlier sequences showing York’s 
life in the Tennessee mountains 
are much finer, both as enter- 
tainment and special pleading, 
than the heroics and parades of 
the latter half. The characters 
of these mountain folk have an 
authentic ring that is rare in 
Hollywood productions. 


To banish films that ‘bemuse’ 
from the screen is merely to 
banish poor films whether they 
are ‘such propaganda’ or empty- 
headed little trifles. Heaven 
knows we could do with fewer 
of them.. 


It would be misleading to in- 
fer that a film is dramatically 
unsound and devoid of enter- 
tainment simply because it has 
an argument on its mind. Drama, 
like people, does not exist in an 
airless vacuum. And again like 
people, it cannot always avoid 
taking sides. 





An Extravagant Charge 


revealed that no propaganda 
picture—and using a very broad 
construction of that term—had 
made money except in New York 








City. 





obnoxious when it is uttered in 
the name of good Americanism. 





Hollywood's Job 
Washington Post 
Hollywood, we know, has one 
hard-and-fast concept based on 
the ‘pull’ of the pictures it pro- 
duces: when the public lays 
down its money’at the box office, 
it wants entertainment, not ‘edu- 
cation.’ Will H. Hays restated 
this concept the other day when 
he emphasized that Hollywood’s 
job in the national emergency is 
to give the public intelligent en- 
tertainment for every mood and 
for every requirement of recre- 

ation... 

Public taste in pictures is 
changeable, but, through the 
whole history of motion pictures 
runs this constant note: signifi- 
cance is not achieved at the ex- 
pense of entertainment. The 
American public, which is today 
the best informed and most alert 
in the world, has been condi- 
tioned in recent years to recog- 
nize ‘propaganda’ and to dis- 
count it. Yet Hollywood’s chal- 
lenging job now is to tell the 
message of defense simply,, in- 
terestingly, and with conviction. 
If that is ‘propaganda,’ it is nev- 
ertheless a national necessity. 
But it will not be palatable to 
the public without liberal and 
shrewd doses of creative in- 
spiration. 





Emphatically Right 

New York Journal-American 

The primary purpose of the 
moving picture is to entertain 
the public—to instruct and up- 
lift the public, too, in cultural 
matters, but not to force down 
the public’s throat a lot of 
preachment and _ propaganda 
which interest the producer but 
do not interest the public— 
which express the intense feel- 
ings and earnest advocacies of 
the producer, but which are not 
welcomed by the public and are 
often silently but deeply re- 
sented. 

Speaking as a publisher, this 
columnist would assert without 
qualification that if newspapers 
and magazines were conducted 
on a similar basis they would 
not merely have ‘something the 
matter with them’—they would 
cease to exist.... 

Mr. Hays is 
tight. ... 


emphatically 





Unfailing Sense 

Norfolk (Va.) Ledger-Dispatch 

No matter how vehemently 
the Ledger-Dispatch may have 
opposed Will H. Hays when he 
was a practicing politician of the 
first class, it has always known 
—and cheerfully admitted—that 
this Hoosier was and is blessed 
with an extraordinary quantity 
of brains of extraordinary qual- 
ity. When the boys made him 
Movie Dictator, in order to save 


Hartford (Conn.) Courant their . . singcs fram. something 
ert roe SE P,P PHS IT sthttion at the hands of 
picture industry is engaged in those in authority in many of 
propaganda efforts of a character the states, Mr. Hays proved 
that it has no right to conduct, again and again, and has con- 


Senator Wheeler committed an 
error in judgment and discretion 
that is all too common in Con- 
gressional circles. There can be 
no objection to a temperate, dis- 
criminating criticism of motion 
picture policy. Senator Wheeler 
might have presented a thought- 
ful case exposing those films 
which in his opinion were guilty 
of a deliberate distortion of 
fact. Instead, he indulged in bit- 
ter, unsubstantiated accusations, 
asserting that the industry was 
a seat of ‘subversive propaganda,’ 
that it was getting out ‘war pic- 
tures to drum up war sentiment 
in the United States.’ 

The movie magnates have good 
reason to take affront at such 
wild attack. Their business is 
selling entertainment at a profit. 
Their success depends largely 
upon their ability to cater to the 
public taste. It logically follows 
that in a world gripped by war 
the American people should be 
interested in every phase of war 
and should desire to have it 
treated dramatically and other- 
wise ... 

The implication of Mr. Wheel- 
er’s contention is that the mo- 


tion picture producers and direc-. 


tors should not be allowed to 
stage their dramas in accordance 
with their own opinions. Such a 
repressive doctrine is especially 


a a 











tinued to prove, that amid the 
innumerable follies of Hollywood 
the one wise action of naming 
him stood out like a good deed in 
a naughty world. 

Now Mr. Hays has rung the 
bell of good sense again—as he 
does almost every time he is 
called upon to take a shot at it. 

The public as well as the movie 
people should be thankful for 
Will H. Hays. The movies are 
enormously helpful in showing 
the work of armed and civilian 
forces and in many of their news- 
reel features. But, thanks to Mr. 
Hays, they are not trying to 
make face by pretending that 
they are in business asa patriotic 
duty. 

The Cinema Repents 
Columbus (O.) Dispatch 

An interesting statement that 
will be welcomed by many pa- 
trons of the cinema was made a 
tew days ago by Will H. Hays, 
czar of the motion picture indus- 
try. It indicates that, after a 
period of flux and experimenta- 
tion, the screen producers are 
beginning to recognize that de- 
spite the war hysteria and the 
muddled world situation, the 


'. fundamental job of the movie- 


makers remains unchanged—to 
furnish entertainment for their 
public. .. 


A national survey recently 


A secondary disillusionment 
for the studio heads was the 
reception accorded productions 
with a Latin-American locale... 

After these unhappy experi- 
ences, the cinema-makers are 
content to fall back on the real 
function of their craft and de- 
vote themselves to the really 
important job that they can do 
supremely well in times of ten- 
sion and disquiet such as the 
present—that of amusing millions 
of people. 

The motion picture, as devel- 
oped in this country, is a superb 
entertainment medium and an 
art form in its own right which 
can hold up its head in any com- 
pany. 





Movies for Entertainment 


Reno (Nev.) Gazette 

If the motion picture industry 
will follow the broad program 
recommended by Willi H. Hays, it 
ean perform what the president 
of the national organization of 
producers and distributors called 
‘a definite service in the present 
national defense emergency.’ 

Mr. Hays correctly stated that 
‘The great function of the en- 
tertainment screen is to enter- 
tain’ and he reported that ‘in 
both scope and variety the pic- 
tures now planned or in the 
making in Hollywood studios 
will live up to that principle.’ 

...Some of the movies pro- 
duced within the past year— 
fortunately, only a few—have 
been thinly disguised doses of 
propaganda designed to arouse 
political and racial prejudice 
and to influence public opinion 
on issues of the day. No doubt 
these productions were inspired 
by the best of motives, by a de- 
sire to perform a service. But 
the vast majority of movie- 
goers, quick to detect efforts to 
tincture its entertainment menu 


with propaganda, resents such 
artifices and finds them un- 
palatable... 





Film Propaganda 

San Diego (Calif.) Tribune 

In his statement earlier this 
week that the motion picture 
screen is no place for propa- 
ganda, Will H. Hays expressed 
the view of the vast majority of 
the American people. For the 
true function of the theatre is 
directly opposed to propaganda 
and the conflict it implies. We 
attend the theatre to be enter- 
tained, to be free for a time from 
the worries and care that most 
of us have in greater or lesser 
degree: and few things irritate 
the average movie-goer more 
than to be preached at or told 
what he or she should do, from 
the screen. 


Wall St. Reacts | 


Continued from page 5 


debt. 

















Paramount's 


000 long-term 


~TToitg teri debt is ttow aot, 8" operation on two forthcoming pictu: 


600.000 while cash on hand exceeds 
$12,000,000 or nearly enough to re- 
fund its first preferred issue. And 
its current earning rate indicates 
considerably better than the $7,633,- 
000 shown last year. Par’s 


reflected in any boxoffice upswing 
as will Loew’s. Cash available in- 
cludes Government securities with 
most film companies. 


20th-Fox, RKO and Warner Bros. 

‘Although not currently showing a 
profit because of heavy writeoffs for 
foreign contingencies, 20th-Fox has 
nearly $12.000,000 cash on hand and 
no funded debt. Likewese, RKO 
presently has in excess of $7,000,000 
cash on hand and no long-term debt. 


000,000 cash while Columbia’s $2,354,- 
704 cash compares with only $750,000 
long-term debt. 


‘But I am convinced that the main 
leverage for the improved status of 
film company shares is predicated on 
knowledge that many American com- 
panies are building for the future on 
a basis of total independence of for- 
eign income. In fact, several com- 
panies are rapidly approaching just 
such status. Film company execu- 
tives realize that the foreign market 
never will be the same; that many 
foreign nations want to build their 
own industry and will penalize most 
efforts of U.S. companies to operate 
in their lands. Hence, this is the 
proper time to build our financial 
household on a basis where it does 
not depend on foreign income.’ 








Inside Stuff—Pictures 


A suit by Paramount Pictures, Inc., against the United States has been 
discontinued without prejudice in N.Y. federal court. Action sought dam. 
ages of $106,100 based on capital stock taxes paid by Paramount under 
section 215 of the NRA during the years 1933 and 1934. 

Paramount claimed the action of the Government in collecting capital 
stoek taxes was illegal and in violation of the fifth amendment to the 
Constitution, Taxes were paid in 1933 in the amounts of $16,000 for 
Paramount International Corp., $18,000 for Paramount Pictures Distribut. 
ing Corp., $2,500 for the Parager Corp., and in 1934, $24,000 for the Para. 
mount International Corp., $32,000 for Paramount Pictures Distributing 
Corp., $1,600 for Parager Corp., and $12,000 for Paramount 
tions, Inc. 





Produc- 


The lobby for candy and ciggie vending machine operators was respon- 
sible for that 19% levy on raw film and motion picture equipment tacked 
on the new revenue bill by the House Ways and Means Committee at the 
last minute. Taxers originally had the 10% tap on the vending machines 
in theatres, but the vendors are said to have gotten their work in quickly 
and effectively, When a Ways and Means Committeeman, reticent about 
removing the levy, remarked: ‘Well, we've got to get the money some- 
where; what are we going to do?’, one of the lobbyists came back with: 
‘Why not put the tax on the film industry itself?’ 





Warner Bros, home office has received extensive revamp as result of 
the expansion of the sales force and publicity department, concurrent 
with the arrival of selling under the Consent Decree. An elaborate 
entrance is being built on the second floor of the Warner building on 
West 44th street. Personnel and talent divisions (theatre circuit) are 
being moved down to this floor to make room for the sales and publicity 
cepartments, 

The sales department has taken over the entire fourth floor, with the 
vacant spots on the sixth floor taken up by the expanded publicity de- 
partment. 





Republic is wondering when it will get a glimpse of John Wayne, under 
contract but loaned out on so many commitments that he will be busy 
off the lot until next year. Currently, Wayne is playing in ‘Reap the 
Wild Wind’ for Cecil B. DeMille at Paramount, and his rambling schedule 
calls for a job in Walter Wanger’s ‘Eagle Squadron’ and a David O. 
Selznick picture, in addition to a number of stage appearances before 
Jan. 1. His home studio wants him for ‘The Big Bonanza’, originally 
slated to start in August but now deferred. 





Ralph Dietrich, producer at 20th-Fox, is working out the solution of 
the mystery of the missing ‘Duchess By Appointment.’ Ten years ago 
Dietrich read the story, by Lady Mary Cameron, and determined to pro- 
duce it when he got around to be a producer. At his suggestion last week 
20th-Fox bought the story but could not find a copy of it in existence. 
Dietrick knows the general trend of the tale but the studio lawyers want 
at least one printed copy for legal protection. . 

Flacks at Paramount are campaigning to convince the public that “The 
Remarkable Andrew,’ named after Andrew Jackson, is a modern comedy 
and not a costume picture. Story is up to date, but historical characters, 
such as Jackson, Washington, Franklin and Jesse James, pop in at times 
as ghostly reminders of the past. To date only two ghosts have been 
signed: Brian Donlevy as Jackson and Rod Cameron as the leader of the 
James gang. 


Picture revenue may have developed spavins, according to various polls, 
but pari-mutuel handles established a new record for 51 days (including 
four charity programs) in the summer meet at Hollywood Park. Total 
turnover in the machines was $32,136,092, a daily average of $630,119, 
more than $100,000 above the daily average for 1940. More than 1,000,000 
horse players passed through the turnstiles. 





Larry Darmour takes a leaf from the book of radio in his remake of the 
serial, ‘The Iron Claw,’ for Columbia release. Vocal, instead of printed, 
narrations precede eack chapter, on the theory that film customers would 
rather hear than read the synopsis. Radio news commentator has been 
signed to explain why the blonde had been hanging on the cliff since the 
previous Saturday. 





In his Oriental mysteries, with ringing of gongs and trained cobras and 





heavy | 
stake in theatres, of course, will be} 


Warner Bros. is showing around $8.- | 


disappearing swamis, and all that sort of stuff, Peter Lorre finally ran up 
against Occidental fashions. In ‘Maltese Falcon’ at Warners, Lorre went 
into a clinch with Mary Astor, who was wearing Hollywood fingernails. 
He came out a bad second, necessitating repair of various damages to his 
otherwise imperturbable countenance. 


| caieiaiinags 
| Pre-production rehearsals, designed to save f ‘ming time..ara gate. + 


ee 

-S at Warners, following the example 
| set by Sam Wood in ‘Kings Row.’ Idea is to get the players letter-perfect 
|in their lines and obviate the necessity of repeated scenes with a camera 
ange tee Like Buffalo Bill, who got his bison with one shot—or so 
| ne said. 


Pascal Film Productions, Ltd., of England, has filed a statement in 
| Albany that its N. Y. state office for distribution of motion pictures is at 
| 998 Madison avenue, N. Y. city, Gabriel Pascal is managing director of 
| the company, whose capital stock is listed as 100 pounds par value. Dia- 
| mond, Rabin, Botein & Mackay, of N. Y., were filing attorneys. 


| _Garson Kanin, now a private in the Signal Corps at Fort Monmouth, 

N. J., was interviewed Aug. 3 by Burgess Meredith, whom he directed in 
| the current release, ‘Tom. Dick and Harry,’ on Columbia’s national defense 
| program, “The Spirit of 1941.’ Although Meredith mentioned that Kanin 
| had directed him, ke did not tab the film’s title. 


Danny Kaye established a curious salary bracketing when at the Broad- 
| way Paramount for five weeks. He played the first two weeks at $1,500 
per; the third week established him in the $4.000 salary class; and the final 
two apie were for $5,000 and $2,000; or $12,000 all told for that engage- 
ment, 


Although Warners beat him to the draw with ‘They Died with Their 
Boots On, Samuel Goldwyn is going ahead with production plans for ‘7th 
Cavalry. Both stories deal with the career of General George Custer. 
Goldwyn picture is slated for filming in early fall at Fort Bliss, Texas, 
headquarters of the regiment. 





_Metro has bought the remake rights to a French film, ‘Carrefours’ 
(Crossroads’ ) which had already been done in English by Mycroft Pro- 
ductions of London. Metro also had to consummate for the scrapping of 
the London version. Eugene Tuscherer produced it originally in France. 





Warner Bros, plans releasing in U. S. its second British-made quota film, 
Atlantic Ferry,’ shortly after ‘Prime Minister’ preems in Ottawa, Canada, 
today (Wed.). 





_Movietone Newsreel collects 55% of its revenue from National Theatres 
circuit, it was revealed at the recent 20th Century-Fox convention in 
Hollywood. Both are 20th-Fox affiliates. 
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We used to make the welkin ring with good, sound ballyhoo 
...and we sold pictures! * « We used to lead the pack with 
striking, smashing advertising... and we sold pictures! x «We 
used to paint the town red, yellow and green with gleeful, 
lusty, all-out exploitation...and we sold pictures! 











Advertisers in other lines followed ... imitated us. 
Now they've got the habit that used to make money 
for us. 





Steal back your own thunder! Make your 
theatre a show-place again. * * Hang 
out the glamour. Beat the drum. Smash 
through with smash advertising. Make 
movie-going a habit again. 

Campaign your show. Campaign your 
theatre. Campaign your industry. Make 
iia the movies move toward the box- 
: office again. 


with NATIONAL WCMCE/Z SERVICE 


a PRIZE BABY OF THE INDUSTRY 


| 2 Steal back your own thunder! And let the Prize Baby help 
3 you with the 3 Best Sellers in the Business! 
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RADIO; GOOD WILL AND COMMON SENSE 





One annoyed New York lisfener has recently said 
of an international ‘good will’ program he heard on 
the U.S. radio that it sounded like a 1904 Edison 
disc. This was picturesque imagery suggesting 
that a lot of time-wasting, piffle-saturated radio 
nonsense is being passed off from north to south 
and from south to north. It just isn’t creating, and 
it just won’t create, good will. Because this kind 
of radio program is too often dull and phoney and 
so unnaturally polite, it hurts to hear. 


What Latin American good will relations ap- 
parently needs is not a sudden burst of serenading, 
but some patient study of the history of the U.S.A. 
as taught in, and believed by, the Latin republics. 
Charm has definite limitations and showmanship 
provides no magic in overcoming generations of 
teaching. Big Stick Uncle Sam is not runner-up 
to Santa Claus in the minds of Latins. So why kid 
ourselves?) And why not stop thinking that mir- 
acles are going to be achieved in weeks or monilis? 
Any genuine, deep-rooted improvement in good feel- 
ing may take a decade or more. In particular, the 
Latins are not going to be convinced until the good 
will stuff is a normal feature of Yankee policy in 
normal times. These are not normal times and the 
serenading is tuned in with that reservation in 
mind. 


Radio broadcasting has a role to play in Pan- 


Americanism and these remarks are not intended. 


to disparage those projects now operating or now 
pending, but merely to advance the possibility that 
the blunt facts of Latin reaction to Yankee ro- 
mancing to date may be just the cold bath of real- 
ism to clear Norteamericano brains of a lot of self- 
manufactured hooey. In this connection there is a 
powerful white light of common sense implicit in 
the comment of a Mexican broadcaster who re- 
cently wrote to VARIETY on the general theme of 
pan-Americanism and _  good-neighborliness. To 
quote, in part, from his letter: 

‘T cannot but hasten to you my congratulations 
on the very good article published in VaARIETY’s 
July 2nd issue number under the title of ‘Good 
Will For Export. Not only did I read it here but 





my colleague also mailed me a clipping referring 
to it as ‘the intelligent article,’ an opinion which I 
fully share. To me the general feeling of the na- 
tions south of the Rio Bravo is very well defined 
from the point of view of the superiority complex 
that Yankees assume when comparing their civtl- 
ization with ours... 


The article in this publication to which reference 
is made by the Mexican stated that it is ‘always a 
bit incredible to the mind of a Yankee that all the 
world does not necessarily share his conviction that 
the United States is the finest nation and civiliza- 
tion in the world’... ., and the article went on to 
report the ‘chastening experience’ upon Yanks who 
discover, and they do, that the South Americans far 
from feeling any sense of backwardness are inclined 
to consider many Norteamericanos as ‘untutored 
rural yokels.’ 


There seems too little blunt speaking about this 
good-neighbor business. Until the resentments on 
both sides are talked out in the open they cannot 
be answered and neutralized. It takes a lot more 
than a change of heart and personnel at the State 
Department: it also takes a change of attitude 
among the run-of-mill Yankees. 

To again quote our Mexican communication, he 
further said: ° 

‘I, too, think that good will is not on sale. Our 
people consider this desire of approachment with 
the Latin nations as a Yankee necessity of the mo- 
ment; as an effort of the United States to save 
itself from a danger that only affects its com- 
ig ees 


‘Necessity of the moment’: in that phrase is 
summed up all the raised eyebrows of Ibernian 
America. In it is implied a disbelief, a suspicion of 
too-sudden romancing. The Mexican fears that 
when the crisis is over and the Anglo-Saxons have 
ended the menace of German militarism there will 
be a return to Yanqui behavior patterns more in 
harmony with the traditional ‘picture. The Latin 
is courteous to our goodwillers, but he will not 


quickly change the habits—and the fears—of a life- 
time, 


—__—— 


Patience—more patience—still more patience js 
the price Americans from the States must presum- 
ably pay to change the views of educated Amer- 
icans from the southern republics. This seems to 
be the best advice. This plus tact, plus true friend- 
liness. All hustle and bustle that attempts to per- 
form miracles of high pressure salesmanship will 
probably fail and, worse than failure, may possibly 
confirm the Latins in their original concept of the 
northerners. 





Nor is it a good omen that the Mexican corre- 
spondent should say .. . ‘I almost would like to 
ask your consent to publish.a Spanish version of 
your article, but I fear it would not be accepted by 
the Mexican newspapers for fear .. .’ anything that 
sounds like criticism of the U. S. A. would cause 
them ‘to be accused of being pro-German.’ 


Instead of hushing up discussion of Pan-Ameri- 
can difficulties, would it not be better democracy, 
better propaganda, better sense and better neighbor- 
liness to have these matters discussed at length 
and with maximum candor on our U. S. radio 
forums next year? Especially in the U.S. A., be- 
cause that’s where it’s needed most. The Town 
Hall has had one or two down-to-brass-tacks dis- 
cussions and the Washington counsellor of the Mex- 
ican Embassy, for one, has been a conspicuously 
articulate radio speaker in English. An occasional 
Chilean, Brazilian or Argentinian has also been 
heard speaking the language of sensible men, not 
of fatuous Alphonses and Gastons. Excessive bow- 
ing may be good for the waistline, but not for much 
else. Let’s have some good healthy, frank talk on 
the radio. Our radio-first. 


Let’s face the facts! A lot of South Americans 
don’t like us on any basis; a lot more don’t trust 
our recent protestations. Against this a lot of 
Yanks are underestimating the culture, the mem- 
ories and the shrewdness at the other end. 





MUTUAL'S RIGHT (CRACK RADIO SALESMAN 


HITS 74TH BIRTHDAY 


Milwaukee, Aug. 12. 
Ben Wolff, top salesman of WEMP, 





TO CANCEL IS 


DISC JOCKEYING 
IN OTH AVENUE 


BETTY GARDE ON AN 
AIR-GOING BICYCLE 


Betty Garde, appearin 
two weeks with Tyrone 


RED, BLUE NOT 
EXCHANGEABLE 
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UPHELD 


Tacoma, Aug. 12. 

Superior court judge Joseph Mal- 
lery has upheld the right of Mu- 
tual to refuse program service to 
KVOS, Bellingham. Latter station 
had asked the court for an order 
compelling the latter to reinstate its 
service but the case was dismissed. 

Litigation involved KMO, Tacoma, 
Mutual affiliate, which had, it was 
charged, objected to the feeding of 
KVOS. The service was not dis- 
continued during trial of the issue. 








Mutual Gets Hummert 


last week celebrated his 74th birth- 
day anniversary, and is still going 
strong. In July, ‘just to show ’em,’ 
he chalked up his biggest month in 
the last five years. 

Station presented him with a cash 
bonus as a birthday gift. 





WMC GETS POWER GRANT 


Request for Increase on File Four 
Years With FCC 





Memphis, Aug. 12. 


WINDOW 


Dick Gilbert, who is 
WOV’s Fifth Avenue Troubadour, 
will make a personal appearance 
on Saturday (16) afternoon at the 
S. H. Kress dime store on Fifth 
avenue at 39th street with Xavier 
Cugat, Lina Romey and Carmen 
Castillo. Stunt set by Reverie 
Lanolin Cosmetics, one of Gilbert’s 





billed as 





WMC will build two new towers | 
shortly, in addition to its present | 
611-footer, to take eare of additional | 
power granted last week by FCC. 


sponsors, and calls for a four-day 
window display in the store’s Fifth 
avenue window, preceding the p.a. 

Gilbert will give a two-hour 
(2-4 p.m.) demonstration of how 


Station operated by The Commer-| he conducts his two daily platter 
cial Appeal has been authorized to| programs: ‘Latin American Rhythm’ 


use 5,000°> watts at night. Present 





‘Midnight,’ ‘Armstrong’ 


Series Starting Sept. 28 


: _, |been pending for four years. 
Mutual will have the ‘Captain Mid- eral weeks will be required for the | 


McNary & Chambers of | 
| Washington is serving as consulting | 





night’ and the ‘Jack Armstrong’ 
series this fall. Former is for Oval- 
tine and the latter, for Wheaties 
(General Mills), with the starting 
date for both Sept. 28. ; 

Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
agency. 


Atlantic City Radio Men 
Control Trenton Starter 


Atlantic City, Aug. 12. 

Owners of WFPG, Atlantic City, 
will operate the new 1,000-watt sta- 
tion that the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission has issued a li- 
cense for in Trenton. The resort 
station will feed programs to the 
Trenton outlet during the summer 
and early fall. 


is the 





night wattage is 1,000. Day-time 
power will remain at present 5,000 
1 


giving identical strength at ad 
hours. 
Application for ‘the increase has 


Sev- 
| change. 


engineers. 





Farnsworth Pay Boost 





Fort Wayne, Ind., Aug. 12. 

The Farnsworth Television & 
Radio Corp. of Fort Wayne, Ind., has 
granted employes a 7 cents an hour 
wage increase, to compensate for the 
higher cost of living. 

Farnsworth has been awarded a 
contract for radio transmitters total- 
ing $167,556 by the Labor Depart- 
ment. 








Joint stockholders in the stations 
are Richard Endicott, president; A. 
Harry Zoog, executive v.p.; and 
Louis St. John, Allen Blankfield and 
Bennett E. Tousley. — 





Lem and Martha, who have been 
with WHO, Des ‘Moines, for many 


Whole Cast on Vacation 


¢ Phoenix, Ariz., Aug. 12. 
‘Tovrea’s Love Story Time,’ serial 
heard over the Arizona network, 
out of KOY, Phoenix, was aired as 
a transcribed show for a week, to 
give the entire cast a vacation. 
Episodes for the Monday-Friday 





rears, go to WLW, Cincinnati, 


a sen may em 


in advoncé, 


and ‘Fifth Avenue Troubadour.’ 


Gilbert is a disc Jockey who sings 
| with the records. 





Peg Worth Seeks $16,875 


} 


A suit by Peggy Worth for $16,875 
|}against Radio House, Inc., Walter 
| Royal, Martha and Ann Rountree, 
|Donald de Lissa, and Albert Wil- 
liams, was revealed yesterday (Tues- 
| day) in the N.Y. supreme court when 
the defendants applied for a dismis- 
sal, The plea will be argued Au- 
gust 22. 


Plaintiff claims she entered a con- 
tract with Radio House in March, 
1941, to provide radio and theatrical 
rights to program she possessed to 
the defendants, who were to secure a 
sponsor. All individual defendants 
are officers of Radio. It is claimed 
the contract was breached by the 
failure of the defendants to try to 
place the material, and by false 
statements regarding Radio House’s 
| financial position by the other de- 
fendants, 








Doris Gilbert, scripter, arrived in 
New York from the Coast via Pan- 
ama, has switched from writing the 
Gene Autry show for J. Walter 





broadcasts were a couple of weeks | Thompson to ‘Famous Jury Trials’ 
fevw 


Tronsamerican., 


From Radio House, Inc.) 





Annabella in a strawhat revival of 
‘Liliom’ at Westport, Gonn., will 
have to scamper frantically to fill 
her radio schedules during that pe- 
riod. Most hectic situations will be 
Wednesdays. Thursdays and Fri- 
days. She’s chartered a seaplane to 
make connections, but even that 
way it'll involve close figuring. 


Actress plays the part of Mrs. 
Abbott, the mother, in ‘We, the 
Abbotts,” on NBC-Red (WEAF) 
Mondays-through-Fridays. Program 
is aired 5:30-5:45 p.m., so Miss 


Garde can just about make it by 
plane from Westport after the 
Wednesday and Friday -atinees, 
even though skipping her final scene 
and curtain call in the show. Situa- 
tion is really tough on Thursdays, 
however, when the actress partici- 
pates in ‘Maudie’s Diary,” new com- 
edy-dramatic series starting tomor- 
row night on CBS. She concludes the 
regular broadcast at 8 p.m. and 
must be at Westport at 8:45 for the 
‘Liliom’ curtain. Show will break 
about 11 o’clock and she’s due back 
at the CBS studios in New York 
at 11:30 for the ‘Maudie’ repeat. 
Actual flying time between West- 
port and Manhattan should _ be 
about 20 minutes, but the Country 
playhouse in Westport is about a 
mile from Long Island Sound, 
where the plane must land. And 
additional time will be consumed in 
getting across Manhattan. ‘Liliom’ is 
not playing the last four days of this 
week, so Miss Garde’s ‘Maudie’ rate 
is a cinch tomorrow night, but the 
headache starts next Thursday (21). 


Dorothy Roberts Assistant 
To Margaret Wylie, J.W.T. 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 
Dorothy Roberts joins the J. Wal- 
ter Thompson here as assistant time 
buyer to Margaret Wylie. 
Miss Roberts moves in after a stay 
in the Lord & Thomas agency’s 
ether department. 








Wayne Welch On a Bicycle 
Des Moines, Aug. 12. 
Wayne Welch, promotion manager 
for KSO-KRNT, Des Moines, is 
spending his vacation on a bicycle 
touring northern Iowa and Wiscon- 
sin. 


50 EASILY 


Another rule tending to separate 
interlocking arrangements between 
the Red and Blue Networks has 
been put into effect by NBC. The 
two webs hereafter won’t permit a 
client to switch from one group of 
station$ to another group in the 
same area at the client’s own discre- 
tion, 

Under the new policy the move 
from a red yroup to a biue group, or 
vice versa, cam only be made at the 
end of fixed portions of a contract, 
provided notice of 30 days or more 
have been given. 





a on 110 
NBC Stations; Disc 


Clipper to KG0, Honolulu 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

Brown and Williamson Tobacco 
firm will add 56 stations on the 
NBC-Red web starting Sept. 30, to 
build its ‘College Humor’ coverage to 
110 outlets. 

Handled through the Russell M. 
Seeds agency here, the show will 
also be heard on KGU, Honolulu. 
The program will be recorded off the 
air in San Francisco and rushed by 
Clipper plane to Honolulu. 


I. Q. Show to Frisco 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

Grant agency has set the Dr. I. Q. 
quiz program for Mars Candy into 
the Warfield theatre, San Francisco, 
starting Sept. 1. This location will 
serve as the starting point of the 
new air campaign for the new Mars 
candy bar to be known as the Dr. 
I. Q. Bar. This quiz show has been 
plugging Milky Way candy. 

Dr. I. Q. is currently airing from 
the Orpheum, Minneapolis, every 
Monday at 8 p.m. CDST over the 














NBC-Red web. 
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- Business Interferes With Pleasure 


Member of the cast of a national network program was complain- 
ing privately last week because he can’t have his usual quota of drinks 
at supper between the show’s regular broadcast and the Coast repeat. 
Explained that the series is now sponsored by a Coast outfit, and 
officials always hear the repeat stanza. Therefore the east ean't afford 
the usual let-down. 

Situation is contrary to rule. Sponsors of most national network 
programs are located in the east or midwest and thus hear only the 
regular broadcast. And in any case, the repeat show tends to be an 

anti-climax for the talent. There have been innumerable instances 
in which this inevitable let-down, accentuated by the booze angle, 
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HELP SPEED ‘EM 
FOR DEMOCRACY 


Edward Lasker of Lord & 








liamson of Pedlar & Ryan The Job Pays— 





have produced exceedingly rough repeats. 











CBS PAYS 45c 
ON‘A’ AND B 
SHARES 





Columbia Broadcasting System di- 
rectors last week declared a quar- 
terly dividend of 45c payable on both 
Class A and B shares, thereby main- 
taining the rate of the previous two 
quarters when 45c also was declared. 
This makes $1.35 which has been de- 
clared or paid thus far this year. 
Divvy is payable Sept. 5 to stock on 
record Aug. 22. 


Although showing an increase of 
nearly 17% in gross income from 
sale of facilities, talent, lines, rec- 
ords, etc., Columbia net profit de- 
clined in the first six months ended 
last June 28 to $2,418,086 from $2,493,- 
718, shown in the corresponding six- 
month period last year. 

Gross income totaled $29,134,776 as 
compared with $24,952,293 in the first 
six months last year. The dip in 
net profit is revealed by the per- 
share earnings, with $1.41 reported 
on Class A and B shares the first 
half of this year and $1.45 in the 
first six months last year. 

CBS profit before provision r 
federal income and excess ae 
taxes amounted to $4,471,549 in con- 
trast to $3,793,654 in corresponding 
period of 1940. Corporation wrote 
off $2,053,463 for normal fedgral in- 
come taxes and excess profits taxes 
plus additional taxes chargeable to 
1941 as calculated under the 
enue Bill of 1941, reported by the 
Ways and Means committee, July 24 
last. This supplemental 
was figured at $450,000. This repre- 


sents a total increase of more than | 
$700,000 over $1,299,935 provided for | 


Such taxes in the first six months of 
1949), 

Columbia figured income taxes at 
$1,103,316 compared with $948,643 in 
the corresponding period last year, 
and $500,147 for excess _nrofits. taxes 
compared to $351,292 in 1940. Com- 
pany noted that earnings previously 
reported for the 1940 period have 
been adjusted in respect to any 
changes in the tax law, as amended 
March 7 this year. 


Corporation showed operating ex- 


penses, cost of goods sold, selling, 
general and administrative expenses 
at $15,659,608 as compared with $13,- 
537,367 in the first six 
1940. 





Rev- | 


provision | 


months of | 


WJIM, Lansing, Airs 
Auto Hands Program 





Lansing, Aug. 12. 

Olds Motor Works and Fisher Body 
units will bankroll an employee re- 
lations program on WJIM which 
confines its talent to youngsters be- 
tween the ages of 12 and 16, starting 
Oct. 5. Contract is for a weekly 
half-hour over a period of 26 weeks. 

Series will be titled ‘G. M. Juniors’ 
with the only adults consisting of 
Finch and Earle Parchman, local 
piano team. 


GYP REPAIRMEN 
GET PUBLICITY 
ECHO 


San Franeisco, Aug. 12. 

Sherman, Glay & Go. is taking 
four-cohumn display ads to gall at- 
tention to an article on radio gyps 
in the August issue of Reader’s Di- 
gest. Copy in 8. F. Chronicle (7) is 
headed ‘The Radio Repair Man Will 
Gyp You if You Don't Watch Out,’ 
and publicity thanks author Riis for 
exposing unserupulous tactics, add- 
ing ‘firms like Sherman, Clay ean’t 


say these things because it isn’t good 
taste nor good business.’ 

The firm, music and radio dealer, 
ithen goes into a picture story of 
the firm’s own service department. 
Bull-by-the-horns approac is a 
| contrast to the outfit’s normally eon- 
servative copy. 














‘Hap Hazard’ Regularly 
But From Hollywood 


Johnsons Floor Wax will retain 
the ‘Hap Hazard’ program, now run- 
ning as a summer pinch-hitter for 


‘Fibber McGee and Molly,’ as its 
other regular show for the coming 
season. Starting Oct. 1, ‘Hazard’ 


| will move into the Wednesday 7:30- 
8 p.m. spot on the NBC-Red. 

The series will originate from 
Hollywood whence the ‘Hazard’ cast 
thas already sojourned from Chicago. 





Levers Want Back Cancelled Spots 


But Some Stations Have Sold Time 





Lever Bros. may find that it 
changed its mind a little too late in 
the matter of retaining many of the 
spots that it has been using for 
Swan Soap announcements. After 
issuing a cancellation for the Swan 
campaign as of Sept. 25, Lever last 
week suddenly realized that a goodly 
number of these spots were not only 
too valuable to give up but that they 
could be used to plug Spry. 


Swan blurbs could be terminated as 
of Aug. 25 and that Spry could take 
on from that point. 

Where the rub has come in for 
Lever is that in many of the cases 


the stations or their reps took the} 


Cancellation notice literally and 


The | 
manufacturer also decided that the, 


quickly found other accounts that 
were agreeable to moving into these 
selfsame spots after Sept. 25. The 
stations and reps are now faced 
with the dilemma of talking the 
successor accounts out of the spots 
or losing an important customer of 
this type of advertising. 

Under the new standard form of 
contract entered into between the 
American Association of Advertising 
Agencies and a_ special committee 
from the National Association of 
Broadcasters neither station nor ad- 
vertiser can cancel on less than two 
weeks’ notice. 








San Diego’s third radio station, 
KFMB, takes 
| first time Thursday 





(14). 


the air here for the! 


On Missions With New 
U. S. Bureau of Ships 





CAMPAIGN COMING UP 





Edward Lasker, vice-president and 
radio head of Lord & Thomas, is on 
leave of absence from the agency. 
He is to do public relations with the 
Bureau of Ships, a new unit under 
direct supervision of Secretary of 
the Navy Frank C. Knox. 


Gregory Williamson, radio head of 
Pedlar & Ryan agency, also goes 
with same bureau. Although he de- 
clined to discuss the nature of the 
job, it is understood that the assign- 
ment is a temporary one and that he 
will probably return to P.&R. when 
the present emergency passes. No 
successor has been chosen for him, 
but’s possible the agency’s radio de- 
partment may be reorganized. His 
resignation is effective Sept. 1. 

Belief in agency circles is that 
Lasker’s and Williamson’s duties 
with the Bureau of Ships will relate 
to advertising-exploitation-public re- 
lations assignment recently given 
Young & Rubicam by the Navy De- 
partment. Several of the 
agencies bid for the account, which 
will involve setting up local offices 
in eities throughout the U.S. 


Armstrong Cork, 
Spot Regular, 
On CBS Network 








work broadcasting Oct. 4 with a day- 
time dramatic serial over 100-odd 
CBS statitns. The show is yet to be 


stuck strictly to spot broadcasting. 
B.B.D.&O. is the agency. 


BROWNSVILLE CLEARED 


Brownsville, Texas, Aug. 12. 





KGFI was granted by 
| 1,490 kilocycles with a power of 250 
Station has 


|}a temporary license since 


watts. been operating on 


lafter revocation proceedings had 
| 
A 


| been instituted against it and five 


other stations which at the time had 
| been cited for purported concealed | 
|ownership by Rev. John G. Ulmer. 

In granting the station its license 


| the FCC stated that the 
shown proof and eviden 
Uimer has been completely 


station 
elim- 


ever with the station and wil! not in 
the future be associated or connected 
therewith. 


All Sask. (Can.) Private 
Stations Are 1000-Watt 


Regina, Sask., Aug. 12. 
CKBI, Prince Albert, Sask., 
upped from 500 to 1,000 watts. It} 
makes all the privately-owned sta- | 
tions in the province 1,000-watters. 
CBK, transmitter of the Canadian | 
Broadcasting Corporation, situated 
jat Watrous, is a 50,000-watter. 











larger | 


| Emily 
| George Heller, 


set. Account had for the past 10 years | 





| rison 


ON ULMER ERADICATION. 


i watts at 
| broadcast 


A renewal of the license of station | 
the FCC on} 


| 
had 
ce that Rev. | me 


inated from any connection whatso- | 


has} 


| by whom; 


Actresses being auditioned by 
Ruthrauff & Ryan to succeed 
Alice Frost in the title part in 
the ‘Big Sister’ serial, have been 
told it will be an exclusive con- 
tract assignment, starting at $200 
a week, with options increasing 
the amount to $500 a week in 
three years. 

Auditions have been narrowed 
down to a handful of candidates, 
with recordings of those still in 





the running sent to Lever Bros. 
officials. 








CONVENTION 
OPENS 


| ‘Michael’ 


AFRAS FOURTH 





American Federation of Radio Ar- 
tists’ fourth annual convention, open- 
ing tomorrow (Thursday) and con- 
tinuing through Sunday (17) at the| 

Book-Cadillac hotel, Detroit, 
chiefly occupied with consideration 


of a number of proposed constitu- 
tional amendments. Other matters 
slated for discussion and possible ac- 
tion are the recent deal with WKRC, 
Cincinnati, and the Mutual system, | 
the question of similar deals with | 
NBC and Columbia and the question | 
of television jurisdiction. 

New York delegation, headed by 
Lawrence Tibbett, president; hen 
Holt, executive-secre 
associate predict 4 
secretary and treasurer, and Henry 
Jaffe, attorney, leaves today (Wed- 
ne ), 


will be | 








| 


Cassa. Aug. 12 
Omaha’s newest and fourth radio 
station, with call letters to be an-/j} 
nounced later, has been approved by 
the FCC. The station will be built | 


and organized by the MSB Broad- 
casting Co. owned by Jonn K. 
and Clarence T. 
Omaha, C. J. Malmstei 

and Arthur Baldwin of 
The station will 
1490 

local 
chain tieup, according 
Construction will start next week 
Permit for the station was issued in 
1940 but was set aside under a re- 


Mor- 
Spier of; 
of Lincoln | 
Fremont. 
operate with 250 
kilocycles and will 
programs without 
to Morrison. 


| hearing order. 


| the air Sept. 28. 


Quaker Oats will. occupy the 
day 9:30-10 p.m. period on the NBC- 


Michael West’ Character to Be 
Lifted From ‘Big Sister’ Show 
And Made Into Separate Serial 


Thomas and Greg Wil- , 


Young & Rubicam has purchased 
from Ruthrauff & Ryan the right to 
the character and title of ‘Michael 
West’ for a serial to start Aug. 29 
for Lever Bros. Tag is the name of 
a character in the ‘Big Sister’ serial, 
which will be written out of the 
latter show and thereafter supply 
the principal story line and title of 
the new show. Lever Bros., which 
sponsors ‘Sister,’ will also bankroll 
‘Michael.’ 

New program will be spotted at 
11:30 a.m. on CBS, the time now 
held by ‘Big Sister,’ with the latter 
moving as of that date to 12:15 and 
cancelling its repeat. Author of 
will be John Young, re- 
cently brought east from Hollywood, 
Ben Larsen will direct. Robert Gib- 
son, who now handles the singing 

part of the West role, will continue 
| the assignment, but Joe Julian, who 
plays the dramatic portion of the 
role, may be replaced. 

Jim Andrews, former Chicago di- 
rector and previously a film writer, 
is now directing ‘Sister,’ succeeding 
Bill Tuttle, who recently relin- 
quished the show to assume produce 
tion supervisory duties with Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan. Tuttle will remain 
in New York, taking over direction 
of ‘The Shadow’ when it returns to 
He is also in active 
charge of the ‘Canadian Theatre of 
the Air,’ out of Toronto. 

Alice Frost (Mrs. Tuttle) has asked 


Lever Bros. to cancel her exclusive 
contract to play the title part in 
‘Sister,’ but has not yet received an 
answer. Deal still has some months 
|to go. Meanwhile, a number of 


| other actresses have been auditioned, 


though not told precisely for what 
part. 


DUFFY'S TAVERN 





STAYS WITH CBS 


| 
Armstrong Cork returns to net-| Omaha Ath Station Okayed Columbia has decided to keep the 


|‘Duffy’s Tavern’ program for itself, 
Network last week offered the 
| Thursday 8:30-8:55 p.m. spot to Shick 


Razor and the account accepted it. 

Because of the schedule jam on 
CBS there was a possibility of Co- 
lumbia having to let “Tavern,’ which 


it controls, go to the NBC-Blue. 


QUAKER OATS SET 
FOR MONDAY AT 8, RED 


Mon- 


Red, starting Sept. 8 
Account recently auditioned 
Honor, the } Mayor’ for the spot. 


‘His 


Spector Agcy. Introes Questionnaires 
For Stations on Available Spots 


Raymond Spector agency has in- 
troduced a new twist to scouting for 
spot announcement availabilities 
Stations, or their reps, are now re- 
i quired to fill out a two-page ques- 
| tionnaire before they can 
| eligible for any spot business on the 
fire. A somewhat longer question- 
naire is provided for 
| available programs. 
The spot availability form seeks 
information on the station’s network 
affiliation, power and wavelength; 
the time considered, when available 
'the cost in frequency groups; the | 
name of the proceeding program, the 
type, the talent, a survey rating of 
this program, when conducted and 
length of time the pro- 





gram has been on the air, the cur- 
rent sponsor and his term of spon- 


| sorship, the previous sponsor and his 
| term of sponsorship, other sponsors 
,;and their duration and any success 
| stories and comments. 
become | 


Similar in- 
formation is required on the pro- 


igram which comes after the speci- 
| fied spot. 
those with | 


Reaction to Spector’s innovation 
from station reps is that while they 
appreciate the agency’s disposition to 
conduct its business by the question- 


| naire route the idea if generally car- 
| ried out would require reps to ex- 


pend their clerical staffs to the point 
where hardly any margin would be 
left from the commission derived on 
the sale of a spot annouscement 
campaign. 
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FCC Moves to Break Up Single 


Control of Two 


A) Communities Possibly Affected 


Stations; Some 





Washington, Aug. 12. 

Federal Communications Commis- 
sion last week moved into action 
on the question of dissolving multi- 
ple ownership of stations. It is- 
sued an order, with hearing set 
for Oct. 6, barring the ownership 
of more than one station by the 
game interests in a community. 
While the broadcasting industry has 
been aware for some time of the 
Commission’s attitude on this sub- 


* ject the issuance of the order found 


a surprised reaction. It had been 
thought that the FCC would seek 
first to get the network and news- 
paper ownership matters cleared up 
before striking at the issue of multi- 
ple ownership. 

Point that has the trade consider- 
ably puzzled is just what measuring 
instrument the Commission will use 
to determine which situations are 
inimical to multiple ownership and 
which are not. The FCC has in- 
timated that such approaches can 
best be developed as the result of 
information deduced at hearings 
plus data it already has at hand. 

The order might affect as many as 
40 local ownership situations. It 
seems to strike more at duplication 
of services than at the structure 
of mere multiple ownership. Under 
the proposed rule no person or in- 
terest would be permitted directly 
or indirectly to own, operate or 
control a standard broadcast out- 
let that would serve a substantial 
proportion of the area serviced by 
another standard broadcast outlet 
owned, operated or controlled by the 
game person or interest. On the 
angle of control the Commission 
takes the position that ‘control’ 
doesn’t have to represent a ma- 
jority stock ownership but may be 
construed as ‘actual working control 


» in whatever manner exercised.’ 


Stations have until two weeks be- 
fore the hearing date to file briefs. 


Promises FCC 
Prompt Ruling 
On Stahlman 


Washington, Aug. 12. 








Federal Judge James W. Morris 


has promised early ruling on FCC 
demand that publisher James G. 
Stahlman of the Nashville Banner 
answer a summons to tell what he 
knows of ANPA and other news- 
paper groups’ early attitude toward 
radio. Commission legal staff went 
before Morris today to enforce sub- 
poena which Stahlman ignored on 
advice of ANPA attorney Elisha 
Hanson who says FCC inquiry into 
press-radio joint ownership has no 
legal basis and subpoenas are there- 
fore of no validity. 

FCC counsel, Thomas E. Harris, 
cited the law which says FCC may 
hold hearings on ‘any matter under 
which question may arise under any 
provision of this (FCC) act.’ 
‘Whether station ownership by press 
is ‘in public interest’ is a ques- 
tion already arisen, He submi®ed. 





Wheatena Playhouse 
Back Sept. 29 on Wax; 


Wolf Again Producing 





‘Wheatena Playhouse,’ five-weekly 
recorded dramatic series, returns to 
the air about Sept. 29 for its second 
season. Ed Wolf Associates will again 
produce for the Compton agency. 
Show will be spotted locally, with 
WEAF probably the station in New 
York. 

Tentative schedule calls for adapta- 
tions of six stories and pictures. 
Among those so far selected are 
‘Jane Eyre, ‘lady for a Day’ and 
“Made for Each Other.’ 





KSTP’s ‘Sunset’ Valley Barn 
Dance,’ variety show, has been set 
for the Minnesota State Fair, open- 
ing Aug. 23, and two Minnesota 
county expositions, the McLeod and 
the Ramsey. 


v 


‘Arrest Us, Officer, 
While We’re Posing’ 


Cincinnati, Aug. 12. 

Parking meter, new stuff for Cincy, 
was the brunt of a stunt Saturday 
(9) which netted WSAI a batch of 
art and type space in the dailies. 
Four Crosley autos, which resemble 
mobile bathtubs, were parked in a 
single meter zone by Roger Baker, 
Dick Bray, Red Thornburg and Ray 
Shannon in front of the Crosley car 
display room in the downtown sec- 
tion. The WSAI mikers then looked 
up a traffic cop to learm if they 
were right or wrong in cutting ‘park- 
ing on a dime’ by making it four for 
a nickel. 
Press cameras clicked while the 
officer dished out citations. 
The Crosley midgets were sports 
models with WSAI lettering on the 
doors. ; 








Offers ‘Nuisance’ Price 
To End Minority Litigation 
Against RCA, West’ ghouse 


An offer by Westinghouse and 
General Electric to settle a $250,000,- 
000 minority stockholder suit against 
them, RCA, officers and directors of 
RCA, and RCA Victor, was sub- 
mitted to Justice Aaron J. Levy in 
the N. Y. supreme court Wednesday 
(6). Justice Levy refereed the offer, 
which totaled $1,000,000, to Abraham 
J. Halprin, referee, to hold hearings 
starting Oct. 1. 


RCA was also »rdered to notify its 
7 270,000 stockholders of the hearings 
so that they may appear and object 
if they so desire. Suit was originally 
filed by 11 minority stockholders 
who claimed damages of $500,000,000, 
half of which has been dismissed due 
to the statute of limitations. 


Suit charged that General Electric 
and Westinghouse sold RCA worth- 
less patents for $240,000,000 of RCA 
stock, that RCA lost $82,000,000 in 
investments in RCA Victor, that 
RCA lost $11,000,000 in investments 
in RKO, etc., all through neglect of 
officers and directors. 

In making the settlement offer, 
both General Electric and Westing- 
house declare they do not admit to 
the merits of any of the charges but 
that to continue the suit for another 
three years would tie up executives 
| badly needed at the present time in 
getting out equipment for National 
Defense. 








Loyd E. Moffat, managing director 
|of CKBI, Prince Albert, Sask., nas 
| been appointed to the board of di- 
rectors of the Western Assn. of 
Broadcasters. 


CRAZY OVER SPANISH 


Language Taught on KYH, San 
Francisco—Big Public Response 








San Francisco, Aug. 12. 

Reaction to KYA’s recently insti- 
tuted Spanish lessons has been 50 
overwhelming that instructions now 
‘ride seven days a week. Hearst out- 
let inaugurated series in connection 
with printed course running in the 
Examiner, but didn’t start until two 
weeks after the paper, bringing an 
unanticipated flood of requests for 
back lessons. 

Set-up here has Eric Boden, staff 
producer, discussing each day’s| 
chapter for 15 minutes with Manuel 
Sanchez of the Columbian consulate 
who gives correct pronunciation and 
explanatory hints. 


BIOGRAPHY OF 
A PIANO CBM 
NOVELTY 


Montreal, Aug. 12. 

Rupert Caplan, now on motor tour 
of the Gaspe Peninsula for five 
weeks, has completed scripting and 
casting of ‘Concert Grand,” by Mau- 
rice Horspool, British playwright, 
which will inaugurate series of one- 
hour plays from 10-11 Sunday nights, 
commencing Aug. 31, sustaining pro- 
gram, on Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. (English) station CBM. 

‘Concert Grand’ is life history of a 
grand piano over period of 65 years 
and is a variant of ‘Cavalcade.’ 
There will be a cast of 35, including 











its Dominion-wide broadcast. 





Cop Brings in Radio 
Exec to Make Contract 
With His Empioyes 


Mexico City, Aug. 12. 

Antonio Jimenez, a Central Amer- 
ican, who is the new manager of 
local radio station XERC (5,000 
watts) besides being a lawyer, had 
a bitter-sweet lesson in the intrica- 
cies of Mexican law when workers 
of the station demanded before the 
Federal Board of Conciliation and 
Arbitration that he make a new 
labor contract. The manager 
ignored a summons of the board and 
remained in his office reading mail 
when he should have been before the 
board. 

Manuel R. Palacios, chairman of 
the board, sent a cop to fetch the 





| radioman to the hearing. When 
| Jimenez manifested indignation at | 


such procedure. Palacios politely ex- | 


mands that all companies, including 
radio stations, must make contracts 
with their help. 

Jimenez apologized for noi know- 
ing this and agreed to make the cou- 
tract. Everybody shook hands, bowed 
and smiled and everything was all 
right. 








WLB, University ‘Highbrow Station, 
Gains Against ‘Housewife Serials’ 





Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 

Some local radio observers view 
the growth in the past two years of 
WLB, University of Minnesota 5,000- 
| watter, as a listeners’ ‘strike’ against 

the plethora of ‘housewife serials’ on 

the major chains. WLB, one of 

| seven Twin City staticns, is on the 
air during the daytime almost exclu- 
sively—an average of about 50 hours 
a week—during period when the 
serials are getting in their licks. 
Commercial surveys show that 
WLB's audience has been growing 
markedly since 1939, when it started 
expanding its programs. 

Station runs ‘highbrow stuff,’ such 
as recordings of symphony and 
classical music, higher grade literary 
playlets, book and story readings 
and news analyses, ete. E. W. 
Ziederth, the station’s manager, be- 
lieves that the large commercial 
chains themselves, with their occa- 
sional symphony concert and grand 
opera broadcasts, have been helping 
to develop a clientele for the ‘better 
things’ and to make ‘highbrows’ out 











This Is a Radio War’ 





Fred Wilson of RCA Comments on National De- 


fense and 
{ — London Calling 





London, July 20. 
Noel Coward made a surprise ap- 
pearance on Carroll Gibson’s dance 
session from Savoy hotel. 





‘Sunday Nighters’ vaude session 
for fighting forces was compered 
by Francis Day, to mark year’s 
run and a new start. She teed off 
session when it first hit the ether. 





Tessie O’Shea is plugging a new 
song, ‘When There’s Top Hats and 
Tails in Piccadilly,’ airing it for 
first time on ‘The Happidrome 
Hour.” Flag-waving ditty is earn- 
ing her lots of applause. 





Richard Greene paid a radio call 
on Leonard Urry’s ‘May We In- 
troduce.’ Actor has just been gs- 
zetted as lieutenant. He wowed even 
the orchestra boys with a pep talk 
on national affairs that wasn’t ex- 
pected from a thespian. 





Joan Emney, daughter of the late 
comedian, made her first radio bow 
on ‘Monday Night at Eight,’ and 
clicked solidly with song and pat- 
ter. 





CGS Workshop’s ‘Highway For 
Americans,’ scripted by Bernard 
Schoenfeld, is to be aired shortwave 
on BBC’s Empire Service. 





Lupine Lane’s ‘Me And My Girl’ 


first-class concert musicians and/is to be fed to overseas listeners. 
singers. Caplan claims play is a/They’ll hear a show which is 
stand-out and should be socko over!|clamed as radio-made. BBC cut- 


in on the musical at time it was 
faring badly, started the trek to the 
boxoffice. It’s been running four 
years. 





Robert Speaight added to BBC’s 
dramatic staff. Recently carried 
Baring’s verse-play, ‘The Black 
Prince,’ and did a 20-min. reading 
of T. S. Eliot’s ‘East Coker,’ fol- 
lowing night. 





Raymond Gram Swing’s arrival on 
this side (he’s now back in U. S.) 
drew a buildup in line with that 
of a national character, BBC 
throughout the day aired remind- 
ers to listemers, and topped with 
a special recording by the com- 
mentator made on landing. He re- 


ferred to his previously long resi-‘ 


dence in London, and fact that he’s 
lived longer here than in any other 
city. 





Magda Kun will shortly be airing 
propaganda material to her native 
Hungary. Cabaret star has _ in- 
creased her mike technique to a 


plained to him that Mexican law de-! point where she says ‘He no longer 


frightens me.’ 





Part of Noel Coward’s biography 
on BBC were transcriptions made by 
Gertrude Lawrence, Peggy Wood 
and Evelyn Laye. Author’s part 
in the proceedings was also waxed. 
Coward released the recordings from 
his private library. 

Ronald Chesney, who clicked with 
an earlier series, set by BBC to do 
another of his lesson-giving in har- 
monica art. This time he’ll use 
CBS’ David Miller, over here with 
Canadian unit, as pupil. 

Reginald Foort has 
organ session into the 7 


his 
spot 


taken 
p.m. 


of many of the. common run of | Vacated by Saturday's ‘In Town To- 


| people. 


| the war and world crisis 
| have an effect of instilling a large 


| portion of the public with a desire | his 


| for ‘self-improvement’ and for learn- 
ing, facts about the historical back- 
ground of the present struggle being 
especially in demand. 

Fan Mail 

However, numerous letters prais- 
ing the station for 
‘escape’ from the ‘housewife serials’ | 
indicate that this factor must be 
important in the station’s audience 
growth. 

WLB also broadcasts University 
of Minnesota sporting events and 
news programs; alsc carries class- 
room lectures and lessons. One of 
it- most important features, ‘Minne- 
sota School of the Air,’ has an esti- 
mated audience of from 80,000 to 
100,000 listeners throughout the} 





through the Northwest Broadcast 


| 
| 


affording an | air. 


Northwest, according to Zicderth. | Brown 
This program is piped to five states | Oboler 





system. 


Moreover, it’s pointed out, | te. 
seem to} 





Jack Benny transcriptions 
Jello-O broadcast are going 
over. They'll air here each two 
weeks .now; was previously on a 
monthly schedule. 


from 





Bob Hope transcriptions join 
those of Jack Benny on the local 
BBC will send Hope out 


monthly, Tuesday afternoons. 





Lawrence Holmes, Canadian bari- 
tone now on this side, will air with 
a lineup of Newfoundland folksongs, 
going out on BBC’s Canadian serv- 
ice. 





Arch Oboler’s half-hour radio play 
based on incident in Somerset 
Maughan’s ‘Of Human Bondage,’ 
will be aired by BBC with Pamela 
in the Bette Davis role. 
mailed his script to Val 
Gielgud, drama dept. head, with fee 
going to the RAF Fund. 


tT 


Shortages 


San Francisco, Aug. 12. 

‘This is a radio war, and the win- 
ner may well be the one making the 
best use of radio,’ Fred D. Wilson of 
Camden, N. J., RCA Manufacturing 
Co. field sales manager, fold the 14th 
annual Radio & Appliance dinner in 
Merchandise Mart here (6). RCA 
planned for the national emergency 
long before it became reality, Wil- 
son said, which made it possible to 
supply civilian demands up to the 
last minute and then switch to na- 
tional defense production with no 
bottleneck. 


Biggest problem faced now, he de- 
clared, is necessity of finding ‘substi- 
tutes for substitutes.’ ‘It’s okay to 
use bakelite for chassis and copper- 
plated steel for condenser plates, but 
when everybody starts using the 
same substitute, a new shortage de- 
velops there.’ 

RCA will take care of civilian de- 
mands only to the extent material is 
left over from government orders, 
Wilson indicated, adding ‘We were 
not forced into national defense—we 
are doing what we think is our pa- 
triotic duty.’ In view of expected 
consumer goods shortages, Wilson 
urged dealers to work out operating 
budgets which would take into con- 
sideration volume drops of up to 
50%. 

Phonograph records are in for a 
ride, it was indicated by the visitor, 
in pointing out this is the time to 
plug goods on which there are no re- 
strictions, notably records. 

Approximately 1,000 diners were 
entertained with a 40-minute show 
staged by NBC and broadcast over 
KGO. 


THEY DO CARE 
ABOUT WALL 
STREET STILL 


Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 12. 


An announcement by WGEO, pow- 
erful General Electric Company, that 
the complefe stock market quotations 
broadcast at 6 p.m., EST, weekdays 
for the past 12 years, would be dis- 
continued, unless a definite listener 
interest was manifested, brought 
hundreds of ‘please continue’ com- 
munications from bankers and busi- 
ness men in Latin America, as well 
as some from Europe and even from 
within the United States. A sailor 
on an American ship also wrote that 
he hoped WGEO would not drop the 
stock market data. 


One petition, signed by more than 
50 persons residing in Venezuela, 
declared that ‘Without the daily 
stock market reactions by radio we 
would be far out of touch with the 
American financial world.’ 


XEW, Mexico City, Signs 
New Pact With Union; 
City Fathers Helped Deal 


Mexico City, Aug. 12. 

A peaceful solution to the threat- 
ened strike of radio musicians 
against station XEW has been con- 
summated with the active aid of the 
municipal authorities. Latter ap- 
parently felt that a closing down of 
Mexico’s largest station, 150,000 
watts, would be socially undesirable. 

Under the compromise the Musi- 
cians’ Union was persuaded to give 
up its demand that casually em- 
ployed musicians must be reclassi- 
fied as permanent employes of the 
station. KEW is the largest em- 
ployer of musical entertainers, using 
some 300, but on a spot basis. 

Peaceful settlement of the threat 
is a precedent of some significance 
here. Othon Velez, general manager 
ot XEW. negotiated new de® for 
XEW with union with city fathers 
sitting in. 

















Prince Albert, Sask. — Spencer 
Moore, former technician at CKBI. 
has arrived in England to do radi 
work with the Canadian Air Force. 
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WHO GETS WHAT FROM FLY? ~ 


RIVAL WEBS IN 
OPTION TIME JAM 


NBC’s Formula Seems to 
Have Edge Over Mutual’s 
(Which Is Least Distaste- 
ful to CBS) as the Industry 
Strives for ‘Anti-Monopoly’ 
Compromise With FCC— 
Curiosity Grows 
Possible Deal for Sale of 
Blue Intact 








NO REAL PROGRESS 





Negotiations which the’ three 
major networks have been carry- 
ing on with the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission with a view to 
affecting a compromise on the new 
network-affiliated stations rules took 
an unexpected turn last Thursday 
(7) when Chairman James L. Fly 
showed an inclination to favor a 
formula submitted by NBC. The 
situation as it now stands consti- 
tutes an impasse and the commis- 
sion is back to where it was when 
it issued the rules last May. 
Mutual nor CBS is disposed to ac- 
cept the NBC formula for de- 
termining how much time it may 
option on an affiliated station and 
the problem now facing the FCC 
is how it can break the impasse 
without embarrassing repercussions. 

Mutual’s Formula 


Complexion of the negotiations 
took a sharp turn as far as CBS 
and Mutual were concerned at last 
Thursday’s meeting with the com- 
mission as NBC’s spokesmen intro- 
duced a formula which they had 
fashioned during the preceding sev- 
eral days. Under the earlier for- 
mula which Mutual had previously 
advanced and Columbia had unoffi- 
cially accepted the time that a net- 
work could option from an af- 
filiated station would be measured 
by the time that it (the network) 
had actually been using for com- 
mercial hookups. The day’s sched- 
ule was to be divided into three 
five-hour segments and if a net- 
work had been using three hours 
it would continue to have an option 
on three hours in that particular 
five-hour segment. All such op- 
tions would be subject to limits set 
by the commission, with these limits 
determined by the of sta- 
tions operating in a community. In 
a community with five outlets the 


number 


About| 


t 





Neither | 





| to 


network would be limited to three | 


out of five hours, in a three-station 


town it would be two and a half | 
hours, in a two-station town, two 
hours and in a one-station spot, 
one and a half hours. 
NBC’s Formula 

The formula which NBC has ad- 
vanced goes beyond this in one 
respect. NBC wants a half-hour 


additional to what the 
mula provides. It is Mutual’s con- 
tention that the additional half hour 
would give the NBC-Blue 
&n unfair competitive advantage 
over Mutual in that if the Blue sold 
that additional half hour this season 
it would be eligible to still another 
additional half hour next season so 
that in time a competitive network 
would be barred entirely in par- 
ticipating in a station’s choice eve- 
ning hours. Mutual’s position is 
that NBC in seeking to preserve 
the optional strength of the Blue 
is willing to take a chance on yield- 
ing a period here and there on the 
Red Network. 

Rather than accept NBC’s proposi- 
tion Mutual will, it has been in- 
dicated, elect to stand with the rules 
as originally put out by the com- 
mission, the impasse also provides 
a dilemma in the case of CBS. 
That network has yet to accept the 
Principle that the FCC has the 
POwer to regulate network broad- 
casting and the question facing it is: 
Will it go to court to contest this 
authority? NBC holds that the 
formula it urges will in no way 


Tutual for- |} 


network | 








Network Premieres 


—— 


(Aug. 13-23) 

‘Maudie’s Diary,’ comedy- 
drama, Thursdays 17:30-8 p.m. 
(11:30 repeat), CBS, Continental 
Baking (Wonder bread), Ted 
Bates agency. Starts tomorrow 
night (Thursday). 

‘Aldrich Family,’ comedy- 
drama, Thursdays 8-8:30 p.m. 
(12 midnight repeat), NBC-Red, 
General Foods (Jello pudding), 
Young & Rubicam. Returns Aug. 
21 after four-week lay-off. 


RL eae eee eternal 





prove unfair to other networks and 
that the formula is sound in prin- 
ciple and actual operations. 


Speculations 
Sympathy shown by the com- 
mission toward the NBC formula 
has caused much speculation in 
competitive network ranks. These 
speculations take three different 
tacks. They are: 


(1) Has the commission suddenly | 


realized that enforcement of its rules 
would result in the destruction of 
the Blue network and fears that it 
will have to take the blame for such 
a consequence. 

(2) Has it been stayed by the 
thought that enforcement of the rule 
or acceptance of the Mutual compro- 
mise would give Mutual too big an 
advantage over the Blue network? 

(3) Has an actual customer of the 
Blue been found and does the com- 
mission want to make sure that 
nothing radical is done that might 
jeopardize the newcomer’s invest- 
ment? 

If, it is pointed out, the last named 
reason is actuating the FCC it may 
find itself nudged into still another 
predicament. In giving the Blue 
Network every chance to turn over 
its strength as a going business it 
would be recognizing a property 
right, which is something that by 
itself would establish a marked 
precedent in radio. 

Indications are that the current 
week will be spent in marking time 
by all concerned and in trying to 
decide what move, if any, should be 
made to break the impasse. Exten- 
sion of enforcement of the FCC’s 
rules expires Sept. 16. 


NBCS LATIN DX 
RECOLLECTIONS 





Under the signature of &. F. 
Woodell, sales manager of the NBC 
international division in New York, 
a letter to the broadcast advertising 
trade was sent out récéfitiy atiuding 
‘you (the advertiser) hear a great 
deal these days about local re-broad- 
casting of U. S. shortwave programs 


|in Latin-America as something new 


to expect in the future. The fact of 
the matter is that NBC regularly re- 
broadcasts commercial shortwave 
programs in the Southern Hemi- 
sphere and has been doing so for 
some time past.’ 

Woodel] then goes on to say: 

‘Actually, the first commercial 
shortwave program rebroadcast by 
a Latin-American network took 
place a and a half ago. It 
was the Louis-Godoy fight at Madi- 
son Square Garden, sponsored by 
Standard Oil of N. J., heard over 
NBC shortwave facilities and re- 
broadeast by 130 local Latin- 
American stations. 

‘More recently, The Texas Com- 
pany sponsored the Metropolitan 
Opera radio programs, and broad- 
cast the entire series in Spanish 
over our two shortwave stations, 
WRCA and WNBI—direct from the 
Opera House. The series was re- 
broadcast locally by 25 stations 
between Havana and Montevideo. 

‘Standard Oil of N. J. is current- 
ly rebroadcasting four programs a 
week over 14 Latin-American sta- 
tions, and additional] local outlets 
down there are planned band the 
future. 

‘The current Adam Hats’ prize- 
fight series is regularly rebroadcast 
by “wo important Latin-American 
stations that command coverage in 
certain markets in which the ad- 
vertiser is most interested.’ 


year 








Mexico Nabs Irishmen 


Mexico City, Aug. 12. 

Two Irishmen, not the famous Pat 
and Mike, are in jail at Tepic, capi- 
tal of the State of Nayarit. De- 
scribed as father and son and named 
Ford, the two Irishmen attracted 
official scrutiny because of their pos- 
session of a powerful portable radio 
shortwave transmitter. 

They are believed to have slipped 
into Mexico from Guatemala. They 
lacked all credentials and their ex- 
planations are described as evasive. 
They are held as suspected German 
agents. 








Betty Girling’s First Job 


Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 

WLB, University of Minnesota 
non-commercial station here, has 
appointed a woman as program di- 
rector. 

She’s Betty Girling and _ just 
graduated from the institution this 
year. 


Of Buyers of 


———« 


Charles Sawyer Latest in Rumors 


NBC Blue Network 








Cincinnati, Aug. 12. 

Philco Radio & Television cor- 
poration started Monday (11) on 
WLW with six one-minute an- 
nouncements a week for 13 
weeks. 

Crosley firm which owns WLW 
also manufactures sets. 


Philco on Crosley’s WLW 


+ 


Charles 
tional 


Sawyer, Democratic na- 
committeeman, v.p., director 
and lawyer for the Crosley Radio 
interests and owner of stations in 
Dayton and Springfield, O., makes 
the latest name to be bandied around 


the broadcasting industry as a 
prospective buyer of the Blue net- 
work. In answer to a query on this 
report a high NBC official declared 





Monday (11) that not only had the 





Lord Marley, deputy 
the House of Lords of England, and 
Lady Marley, were guest speakers 
recently over station WOCB, West 
Yarmouth, Cape Cod. It was Lady 
Marley’s first U. 8. radio_appear- 
ance. 





speaker of 


network not heard from Sawyer but 
that it had not received any feelers 
about the Blue since the Federal 
Communications Commission issued 
its rules on network-affiliated sta- 
tions relations. 

Sawyer also has newspaper inter- 
ests. 














~and every *3 brought in a000. 
~ 


Here’s a salesman who sold nine houses. Nine $4800 to $6700 houses. 


Sold them in ten days at a total cost of only $162.99. The salesman, of 


course, is WEEI. The results, while slightly amazing, are right in line with 


WEEL’s reputation. Specifically, they stress the sales power of Sunday at 


WEE, for this remarkable return came from just one half-hour Sunday 


show. We quote $. D. Hersey of Certiriep Homes, Inc.: 


"I think that you folks should know the direct results of the broad- 


cast presented over WEEI right from our property here at ‘Oakdale,’ Natick, 


Mass., on Sunday afternoon, June 15, 1941. 


"From this one broadcast, we sold during the next ten days, nine houses, 


and virtually had a steady stream of people visiting our development, stat- 


ing that they heard the story of 'Oakdale' over Station WEEI." 


Houses or soap— one-time purchases or 


daily necessities —Columbia’s 


Friendly Voice of Boston sells them efficiently. That’s why WEE is the 


best buy in this market of nearly a million families. May we talk business? 


WEEIT + crs 


Operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented by Radio Sales: & 


New York, Chicago, Detroit, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Charlotte, St. Louis 


IN BOSTON 





«J 


<q 











ote ene 














wre “Sheed 


ee ae 


ep Rss TE ee 








46 RADIO 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 13, 1941 








From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


‘Weston Barclay’ (pun on publishing office address) substitute columnist 





' for World-Telegram’s vacationing radio editor Alton Cook....behind the 


whiskers is George Ross, sheet’s Broadway columnist....Walter Craig, 
program director of WMCA, has leased a 30-word announcement away 
from station....Bill Kostka of NBC all set to create an FHA outpost at 
Chappaqua, N. Y. 

Betty Anne Painter added to the cast of Ted Steele’s ‘Boy Meets Band’ 
show, with Betty Randall, Saturday nights on NBC-Blue....Chick Vincent 
will direct ‘City Desk’ and ‘Myrt and Marge’ while Lindsey MacHarrie 
vacations, beginning Sept. 1....Alfred J. McCosker, WOR prez, goes to 
Murray Bay, Quebec, when he returns from current Caribbean cruise.... 
Maury Lowell guest-lectured Thursday (7) for the radio workshop at 
NYU....Jack Lescoulie’s ‘Grouch Club’ waker-upper series started this 
week on WHN, with Bill Shapard assisting....Sylvia Carr again doing 
vocal series on WINS Friday nights with Henry Sylvern. 

Besides Mary Mason, who gets air billing, the talent for the ‘Maudie’s 
Diary’ show starting tomorrow (Thursday) night on CBS includes Mar- 
jorie Davies, Bill Johnstone, Betty Garde, Jack Manning and Bob Walker 
....Art Millet is announcer and Elliott Jacoby musical arranger-conductor 
....Gordon Graham directs and G Albert Miller scripts from the Graeme 
and Sarah Lorimer original....Jack Stevens now handiing the entire 
‘Inside of Sports’ show from WFIL, Philadelphia....Sam Balter, who 
formerly did most of it from the Coast, is off the stanza entirely... .Jules 
Labert now handling the recorded music show on WHN for Madison Per- 
sonal Loan. 

Frances Chaney playing leads on ‘Great Moments From Great Plays’ 
last Friday (8) and ‘Grand Central Station’ tonight (Wednesday)... .Jay 
C. Flippen, Joey Faye and Loulie Jean (Norman) will do a new comedy- 
dramatic series, ‘Rookies,’ Sunday nights on WOR-Mutual, starting this 
week (17)....Will Glickman and Sam Werris are co-scripting....Penny 
Bancroft, soprano of ‘Melody Parade’ Sunday afternoons on WINS, will 
be guest singer Tuesday (19) night with the Buffalo Philharmonic.... 
Gordon Auchincloss, director of ‘Your Hit Parade’ and the Cities Service 
programs for Lord & Thomas, has taken a place at Wilton, Conn., and 
will live there year-round. 

Mac Benoff, writer on ‘Duffy’s Tavern,’ to Catskills for month’s rest, 
after check-up fortnight at Mt. Sinai hospital....he assisted on two ‘Fore- 
cast’ shows....Helen Walpole took time out from scripting ‘Our Gal Sun- 
day’ and ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ to make an acting ‘comeback’ 
Thursday (7) night on ‘Death Valley Days’....Ray Block choir will be 
heard on Prudential insurance series Sunday afternoons over CBS start- 
ing Aug. 31....Philip Thorne has replaced Jack Hunter on the Air Features 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) script editorial staff....Joel Hammil now 
scripting ‘Stella Dallas’ and Doris Holman authoring ‘Mr. Keen’.... 
Charles W. Horn, assistant v.p. of NBC, currently in Mexico on a tour to 
include Guatemaia, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, the Dominican Re- 
public, Haiti and Puerto Rico....the Frank Lovejoys (Joan Banks) have 
bought a place at Westport, Conn. 

Col. Stoopnagle on annual trek home to Buffalo last week to play in 
} erga golf tourney. Surprised seasoned golfers by lasting right up to 

nals. 

John Griffin tenoring for Delehanty Institute on WEAF early mornings 
(with Pat Barnes) and also on WMCA for Modern Industrial Loan. ..Alvin 
Joseph, of WOR, to Guatemala, variation from Mexican vacation rule... 
Some kidding around town about age of ‘all-youth’ cast of ‘Class of ’41’ on 
CBS forecast Monday... 

Since ‘Your Happy Birthday’ folded Friday night (8), Carlo De Angelo 
is now directing a mere four programs—‘Bringing Up Father,’ ‘The 
O’Neills,” ‘Life Can Be Beautiful’ and ‘Mandrake the Magician’. ..During 
Edwin Wolfe’s (not the Ed Wolf of Wolf Associates) vacation the last two 
weeks of August, Chick Vincent will sub for him as director of ‘Pepper 
Young’...Wilfred Roberts, NBC production head, on a two-week fishing 
trip at Manitowish, Wis...Neil O’Malley replaced Mark Smith as Jiggs in 
‘Bringing Up Father’...Henry Souvaine office will arrange interviews, 


} 















Michigan's 


Greatest Star 


Michigan's 
Greatest Station 





THE GOODWILL STATION 





IN HOLLYWOOD... 


etc., as intermission entertainment for Texaco’s Metropolitan Opera broad- 
casts Saturday afternoons this season. 

Henry Hull, director of ‘9:40 Shoppers’ Club’ for Young & Rubicam, 
using his vacation next week to play a gangster in ‘The Gorilla,’ with 
Buster Keaton, at the Chapel theatre, Guilford, Conn...He’ll also direct 
‘Home of the Brave’ when that seria] returns from Benton & Bowles to 
Y. & R. in a couple of weeks...Gus W. Henke, WNEW engineer and Chief 
Boatswain's Mate in the Coast Guard Reserve, back on the job after month’s 
active duty...WOV now holding auditions Wednesday afternoons only, 
with Syd Leipzig in charge...Ed Wolf, of Wolf Associates, vacationing near 
Lake Mahopac, N Y.....Martin Block of WNEW became father of boy 
born at LeRoy Sanitarium last Saturday (9). 





Clare Olmstead, one time with Young & Rubicam as talent buyer here, 
has joined Orson Welles in both his radio and film enterprises. Among 
other duties hell produce the Welles show for Lady Esther. Ted Sisson 
sticking around for a coupla more weeks to see that everything is in ship- 
shape for the takeoff... Bill Moore east for consultation with William Esty 
on the firm’s Coast shows...Jack Richardson scooted back to Chicago after 
wrapping up the Victor McLaglen-Edmund Lowe army comedy series for 
Mennen, debuting Sept. 28 over NBC...Foot infection kept Don Thorn- 
burgh at home for a few days...A. A. Schechter here on his swing around 
the country and incidentally may talk to film biggies about doing a picture 
frem his book, ‘I Live on Air’...No confirmation on marriage report... 
Tom Harrington on a quickie trip here to talk it over with the talent on 
Young & Rubicam Coast programs...Edgar Bergen will help raise funds 
for a library in the home town, Decatur, Mich., by personalling at the band 
concert in the town square...Rubey Cowan making the rounds of his old 
haunts...Don Gilman back from his annual summer ritual at Bohemian 
Grove encampment...Bill Warren, KOMO-KJR, Seattle, program director, 
down for a session with NBC’s western division program boss, John Swal- 
low...Dick Holman brought Greyhound’s ‘Romance of the Highways’ down 
from Frisco for an extended Hollywood origination...Eddie Holden and 
Peter Potter waxed an army comedy that they wrote, acted in and pro- 
duced...Harrison Holliway slipped away to Washington on a mysterious 
mission...Ed Rice back on the J. Walter Thompson Coast scripting staff 
after a spell on the other seaboard...Hal Fimberg added to the staff of 
writers who’ll turn out the gags for Al Pearce in the fall...Ashmead Scott 
will collab with Duke Atterbury on the material for Bob Burns’ ‘Arkansas 
Traveler’ series. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Margaret Johnson now a soprano with the ‘Hymns of All Churches’ 
choir....Herbert Foote now staff organist at WBBM-Columbia....Eddie 
Peabody is now Lt. Commander, recreation director in this area, and 
doubles as m.c. on many army broadcasts and shows. 

Alan Fishburn in as NBC producer. filling gap caused by promotion of 
Maurice Wetzel to post of assistant production manager. Fishburn comes 
in from N.Y., where he was chief of continuity for BMI....John Bay upped 
from the multigraph machine to the sound effects department as junior 
engineer at NBC....Everett Mitchell, m.c. on the National Farm and 
Home Hour, to Washington to work in national defense film being turned 
out by the Department of Agriculture....Boris Aplon and Lou Scofield 
added to cast of ‘Wings on Watch,’ Louis Terkle now with the ‘Midstream’ 
show 


—_——__— 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


Ralph L. Brunton, head of KJBC-KQW, due back from Washington this 
week....he’s still working on a 50-kw juice jump, with the prospects still 
hot that with it he’ll get KSFO’s current CBS affiliation. ... Meanwhile he’s 
building up the early hours on his outlets with 5 to 6 a.m. hillbilly variety 
show on KJBS, while KQW leads off at 6:15 with hymns sponsored by 
Progressive Optical System....Henry Schaffer, commercial manager of 
KVOA, Tucson, making a tour of the KGO-KPO plant....KFRC’s Break- 
fast Club gang has been sworn in as members of the Traffic Safety Coun- 
cil’s ‘Life Saver’s Brigade’ in a drive on jaywalker mishaps....Home phone 
of chief comic Jack Kirkwood is almost the same as that of a market, so 
he answers wrong-number calls with a polite ‘No, madam, this is the 
morgue’....reports nine out of 10 femmes gasp ‘Oh, dear!’ before hanging 
up. 

KFRC’s Breakfast Club gang framed on Jack Kirkwood during the 
Wednesday broadcast (6), tossing scripts aside to do a happy-birthday gag 
(K is for the korn you bring us,’ etc.). Unscheduled tipoff had unex- 
pected results when a long-distance call came in from Elsie Robinson, 
Hearst columnist, from her Sonora ranch, congratulating the comic. Half 
hour later, a telephone-ordered bottle of birthday cheer was delivered 
to the studio with compliments of Miss Robinson’s hubby, Benton Free- 
mont. Seems both are regular dialers to the early a.m. comedy stint 
which also uses Tommy Harris, Cy Trobbe’s orchestra and Ethel Sterling. 

Lincoln Dellar, KSFO manager, has secured exclusive Northern Califor- 
nia rights for a two-year period to all material used on Art Baker’s Note- 
book via KFI in Los Angeles, amounting to 20,000 words a week. Data will 
be turned over to Gordon Owen’s Home Service Council, running in 
opposish to KFRC’s Housewives’ Protective League, augmenting stuff 
mined by Owen’s own staff. Intra-station deal was made by Dellar on a 
Hollywood jaunt, alttough KSFO is a CBS outlet and KFI is tied to the 
NBC web. 

KGEI, General Electric short-waver, baptized its de luxe studios in 
Fairmount hotel with a cocktail party Friday (8)....Dr. Samuel Guy In- 
man of University of Pennsylvania, authority on Latin-America, dropped 
in for a one-shot on the South American beam at 6 p.m. local time. 

Larry Keating, program m.c., transfers to NBC’s Hollywood studios 
Friday (15). Keating has been handling Prof. Puzzlewit (Gallen-Kamp 
shoes), the Regal Amber Beer show, and all special events such as the 
Radio Parties staged for Lucky Stores, NBC Ground-Breaking, etc. His 
departure will rob Frisco of its most sophisticated mikeman. 


. Radio Daffodils « | 


Philadelphia—A stray mutt picked up by the WPEN receptionist in the 
rain last week has been the object of a contest promoted by the station. 
Listeners sending in the best name for the dog are to be given pairs of 
nylon stockings, 




















Milwaukee—Heinie and His Grenadiers have been extending ‘Oppor- 
tunity’ to Milwaukee youngsters by having one amateur a day do a vocal 
number. One girl expressed a desire to render ‘Amapola,’ which she did, 
only it came out ‘I’m a Polock.’ A few hours later a committee of Polish 
citizens (second largest nationality group in town) descended upon the 
station to register an indignant protest at the use of the work ‘Polock.’ 
which is anathema to them. Henceforth auditions even for the amateurs 
will be the rule at WTMJ, so authorities may know by preview what’s 
going into the microphone. 





St. Louis—A grading crew of the Illinois State Highway department last 
week accidently struck an underground cable containing wires leading 
from KXOK to its control console in the Venice, Ill, transmitter and 
crossed ordinary telephone wires with those of the station. As a result 
a femme conversation on how to preserve pickles and can fresh beans 





of beefs to the station. 


AN ENGLISHMAN 
WRITES TO NBC 


(NBC announcer received the fol- 
lowing letter from England which is 
arresting as an Englishman’s com- 
ment on radio, his own country’s and 
this country’s, and especially in the 
light of war conditions.—Ed.). 





Longford, Coventry, 
Warwickshire, England. 
Dear Bob Stanton: 

I thought I would write to you 
after hearing that programme over 
the B.BC. of children there in 
America and Canada talking over 
the radio to their parents here in 
Great Britain. Oh no, I’ve got no 
children over there myself but I al- 
ways listen to these programmes, it’s 
grand to hear the joy in the voices 
of the children when they speak to 
their parents and they always sound 
so happy and well, I’m sure they 
really are having the times of their 
lives over there and it is you good 
people we have to thank for that. 
Never shall we be able to repay the 
gratitude we owe to you Americans 
for what you have done for us in 
this war. 

I don’t know why it is but you 
American announcers always seem 
so much more friendly and human 
than the ones we have at the B.BC. 
Maybe they are slightly better in the 
overseas service when you hear that 
in America but in the broadcasts to 
listeners here in Britain, there’s 
hardly ever a trace of humour in 
their voices and they are always so 
perfectly correct in their speech. 
Maybe it’s only right that they should 
be, but sometimes it makes you think 
they are well-oiled machines with no 
human blood in them. Why, in one 
of the big London blitzes they were 
broadcasting a news bulletin from 
Broadcasting House when down 
came a bomb and landed bang on 
the building, exploded in a room 
near where the news was being read, 
killed two or three people and in- 
jured some more. What do you think 
the announcer did? Gasp with fright, 
and hurriedly fade out the pro- 
gramme while they looked after the 
injured and cleared up the debris, 
that would have been the natural 
thing to do—but oh no, he just gave 
a little cough and went right on 
reading as though nothing had hap- 
pened and no one knew a thing 
about it until the papers told the 
story a few weeks later. There’s 
nothing ‘yellow’ about those fellows 
at the B.B.C. but if only they were 
a little more human and friendly, it 


would make the programmes so 
much more pleasant. 
Well, that’s all I wanted to say, 


good-bye and good-iuck. 
Roy Penfield, 


ee — 


Frank Blair, announcer for Ful- 
ton Lewis, Jr., on the latter’s 
nightime newscasts over Mutual 
from WOL, pinch hit for Lewis 
Aug. 7. 








crept into the station’s play-by-play baseball broadcast and brought ied! ’ 





FRITZ 


Past production successes 


“Gout of Missing Hels” 
Contain Midnight” 
“Your Dream Has Gome Tug” 


EVERY ONE A HIT! 
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currently producing 


“Holland Housewarming’ 


(Ruthrauff and Ryan) 
with Benny Goodman, 
Merle Oberon, Joan 
Bennett, Adolph Menjou, 
Mary Astor, Don 
McNeill, Andrews Sisters 


“Treasure. (sland 


(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 


SEVERAL NEW SHOWS 
AVAILABLE 


BLOCKI 


913 Buena Ave., Chicago 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


In the first piece of promotion put out on all-night listening and its rela- 
tion to defense WOR, New York, tells what it found out when it recently 
surveyed this potential buyer’s market. The brochure, ‘a tale of four 
cities,’ will be distributed among advertisers and ad agencies this week. 

Towns mentioned in the story are metropolitan New York; Bridgeport, 
Conn.; Dover, N. J., and Bethlehem, Pa., territories affected b; the defense 
boom. The brochure gives an age and income breakdown of the all-night 
listeners interviewed, where they listen, the listeners’ vocations, their 
ownership of auto radios (55% is the given ratio) and the prosperity spread 
among the four communities as the result of defense work. Also comments 
of listening habits of some of those interviewed. 








Lever Bros. has partially settled its problem of finding two half hour 
spots for the Helen Hayes (Lipton’s Tea) and Burns and Allen-Paul White- 
man (Swan Soap) shows. The latter program is scheduled to go to the 
NBC-Red, Tuesday, 7:30-8 p.m. and a repeat at 10:30 p.m., but the account, 
through Young & Rubicam, hadn’t up to yesterday afternoon (Tuesday) 
decided whether to accept CBS’ offer of the Sunday 8-8:30 period. 

Option which the NBC-Blue had given Lever for these two programs 
(Tuesday, 8 to 9 p.m.) expired yesterday (Tuesday) and it’s going to a 
client described as new to radio. This deal will be settled tomorrow 
(Thursday). Mutual had also made a pitch for the Lever duo, offering 
Sunday 9 to 10 p.m. 





WLW, Cincinnati, in its latest promotional compilation, braids the past 
and the present into a colorful story of the station’s strides in program- 
ing, technical perfection, pyblic service and merchandising. Attached are 
three detailed coverage maps—morning, daytime and nighttime. 

In the section tagged ‘The star-maker station’ the promotional piece 
reproduces the pictures of many WLW personalities who later reached 
national reputations. The publication also gives extensive space to the 
personalities who currently preside over the statior’s sports, women’s, 
news, rural and public service programs. 





Raymond Clapper, Scripps-Howard columnist and broadcaster with Bill 
Hillman, European chief for Collier's, of quarter-hour commentaries five 
nights weekly over the NBC blue, will air via short wave from London 
on the program several times during his month in London. He left via 
clipper Aug. 7, Thomas L. Stokes, also of Scripps-Howard papers, taking 
Clapper’s place before the mike the first evening. Other well-known 
Washington correspondents will substitute too. H. R. Baukhage pinch hit 
for Hillman on one shot last week. 





Mary Ann Mercer replaces Virginia Verrill on the ‘College Humor’ 
program Aug. 19. Miss Verrill is taking a leave of absence for a date 
with the stork, but will return to the program at a later date. 

Vocalist for the past four years with Mitchell Ayres,band, Mary Ann 
Mercer will take over the singing spot originally slated for NBC thrush, 
Evelyn Lynne. 





Mrs. Fred Weber, nee Ruth Braden-Betz, wife of Mutual’s general man- | 


ager, has been at the Medical Center, N.Y., the past week. Tooth pressing 
against nerve caused her left eye to go temporarily sightless, Offending 
tooth discovered and removed, Mrs. Weber is back home. 

Before her marriage she was on the CBS publicity staff. 





Dudley Digges, who was starred in a recent CBS Forecast offering, “‘Tibby | 


and the Houlihans,’ is believed to be the only stellar personality on the 
series who has not appeared for straight AFRA scale. Digges, who has 
had one or two unpleasant experiences with radio promotions, was strictly 
hard-boiled. Demanded and got $500 fee. 





Rumor was circulating in advertising agency circles yesterday (Tuesday) | 


that the William Esty agency was about to lose the Lifebuoy account 
(Lever Bros.) and that Young & Rubicam was given the best chance of 
getting it. Both the Esty anf Y. & R. agencies termed the report as totally 
without foundation. 

B. F. McClancy, NBC traffic manager, leaves Aug. 15 to become an exec- 
utive of the Eaton Manufacturing Co., Cleveland precision parts firm, 

He has been with NBC for 10 years. 

Donald Dickson kas been booked for 25 concerts for the coming season, 
Opening in Stockton, Cal., Oct. 10. 
Edgar Bergen hour on the air. 





The baritone will not return to the | 








6.00 5.600 Strong! 


They’re singing in the TVArea. 

Recently, a Sunday morning sponsor invited listeners to an old- 
fashioned singing bee in the WNOX 600-seat studio. It was jammed by 
6:00 a. m., with crowds turned away. 

Yes, they’re singing in the WNOX-TVaArea, and they start early. 
They sing because they’re happy: happy because normally. good times 
in the rich and fertile Tennessee Valley are now better. Better because 
YJ ay of TVA’s vast dam-building program, stepped-up 

aluminum production, overtime working of mills and 
factories, all industry at peak capacity. Work is plen- 
, tiful; payrolls are big. 








A And as happy WNOX listeners sing, 
¥ your sales message will sing, too. when aired 
over this popular station of the TVArea. 


A SCRIPPS-HOWARD RADIO STATION 


OX 


‘KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 
V NATIONAL REPS.: 
THE BRANHAM COMPANY 





WOR SEEKS NEW. 
BETTER DATE 


Thinks ‘Just Tell ’Em We’re 
the Best’ Kind of Radio 
Research Is Blah and 
Out-Moded — Will Make 
12,000 Monthly Calls for 
Data in Quarter Hour 
Periods 





—_——__— 


STARTS IN SEPT. 





Station WOR, New York, is em- 
barking upon a new type of ‘con- 
tinuing study of radio listening’ 
which its promotion director, Joseph 


Creamer, hopes will take a lot of 
the hooey out of competitive ‘We're 
first’ surveys, in which every sta- 
tion proves the impossible—that it 
and it alone leads the pack. The his- 
tory of radio research, in Creamer’s 
view, proves, if it proves anything, 
that using statistical data or slanting 
it solely to support a pretentious 
claim for everything within hearing, 
denying the existence or potency of 
all competitors, may be standard 
promotion, but it’s not facilitating in- 
telligent selling and/or buying. 

New trend in audience measure- 
mente has to be pinned down to 
specific times of day and specific 
programs. Otherwise there is no 
| realistic check of competitive enter- 
|tainment and the rise or fall of 
favorable factors (such as carry-over 
| from previous program, etc.) cannot 
| be evaluated. The new kind of radio 
research is increasingly a guide to 
| individual decisions not to buy an 
‘always best’ station (an absurdity), 
but instead to buy the available best 
with open-eyed awareness of what 
precedes, follows, competes with and 
otherwise may influence the total 
| audience for a program. Total audi- 
lence, with all factors weighed in, 
must in turn be related to competi- 
tive costs. 

This is the kind of data Creamer 
believes intelligent sales promotion 
of the future must deliver to the 
actual or prospective client. The ‘just 
tell ’em we’re the best’ line of re- 
search-promotion is strictly corny in 
| Creamer’s view. 
| About the year 1936 ‘power’ by 
| itself was pretty much the local 
| salesman’s stock-in-trade. And to 
{some extent still is. After ‘power’ 
came market success stories. Be- 
fore that it was fantastic claims 
| based on admittedly fantastic vol- 
ume of fan mail. 
| New WOR studies will appear in 








==/monthly reports (but covering two- 


month periods) and will use the per- 
|sonal interview method to supple- 
| ment the telephone coincidental 
|method which limits the sample to 
ja potential of 32% of New York’s 
| population. Arch Crossley is laying 
out the job and the first data will 
be organized by Sept. 1. 


There is another aspect to the 


sales promotion philosophizing that | 


i} seems to be gaining acceptance (at 
other places besides WOR) and that 
concerns the undesirable mental 


men as a result of the old ‘we’re first 
| all the time or most of the time’ kind 
|of data. The salesmen doesn’t sell 
constructively, bringing intelligent 
analysis to the customer. 

WOR will have 12,000 completed 
calls for each report, Creamer es- 
timates. Idea is to have some 700 
interviews for every daytime quar- 
ter-hour and perhaps half that num- 
ber at night. The telephone per- 
centage (i.e. coincidental) will cor- 
respond in total calls to its per- 
centage of the New York popula- 
tion. Nassau and Westchester will 
be added to the metropolitan bor- 
oughs. 

It will be possible to get specific 
lanswers to specific operating prob- 
|lems of programs under the set-up. 








Jack Payne is pushing a new vocal 
| discovery, Christine Carr. Batoner 
introduced the girl on his ‘Your 
‘Company Is Requested’ hour. 


complacency often produced in sales- | 
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Stricter Guardian 
Policy Over Stations 





Toronto, Aug. 12. 
Personnel of the various studios 
here have been notified that plans 
go into effect immediately for rotat- 
ting shifts whereby male employees 
will remain overnight, in addition to 


the military detachments who are 
standing guard over the studios. 
Sleeping accommodation and food 
supplies will be provided for the 
staff nightshifts. Troops will change 
guard throughout the night. 
Stations, which are mainly situated 
some miles beyond the city proper, 
have been under constant guard but 
this is the first time the defense 
regulations as regards staff stay- 
overs have applied to the city stu- 
dios themselves. CBC, CBY and 
CBL studios are protected by a high 
steel fence, searchlights at night, 
and armed guards at the barrier who 
demand identification cards. If it’s 
an artist whose face they have not 
become familiar with and he’s carry- 
ing an instrument case, he opens up. 
CKCL has the distinction of being 
guarded by a Bren gun crew. 





Here and There 





Worcester, WTAG, staged golf 
tournament for staff Saturday, (26) 
with Bob Rissling, singing announcer, 
winning medal honors, 





Henry Lundquist, of WEEI, Boston 
production department, has been 


In War-Time Canada 


San Francisco, Aug. 12. 

Japanese’ crisis brought Abe 
Schechter, NBC news-special event 
head, to the Coast last week to 
tighten coverage of Far Eastern af- 
fairs. San Francisco will be built 
into a listening post for the Orient 
similar to the web’s Eastern ear 


which is trained on Europe. With 
correspondents in Tokyo, Singapore, 
Chungking, Shanghai, Batavia, Ma- 
nila and Honolulu relaying short- 
wave observations through the RCA 
communications center at Point 
Reyes, just across the Golden Gate, 
Frisco is the logical spot for main- 
taining a trans-Pacific radio watch. 

Upton Close, rated an authority 
on the Far East, is under considera- 
tion for the interpretative stuff which 
will round off the overseas pickups 
at this end. Close currently is do- 
ing two transcontinentals out of the 
NBC studios here on Sunday and 
Wednesday, and soon wil] start a 
new twice-weekly sesh over KGEI. 





Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
NBC listening post on the Coast 
for Far East short-wave has been 
spotted in North Hollywood by Abe 
Schechter. Dedication ceremonies 
will be held Thursday (14). 





placed in charge of all defense pro- 
gram activities. 





J. L. Jacquier, Kite Kansas City 
manager, trained to Washington for 
a week of work on FCC matters per- 
taining to the ‘Plug’ Kendrick sta- 
tion. 





Gene Clark is author-producer of 
NBC’s ‘Open House,’ transconti- 
nental out of San Francisco, instead 
of Gene Grant as listed. 


























N ITS FIRST SEASON as a “‘major con- 
tender,’ Touchdown Tips skyrocketed 
| to queens heights of popularity. 
| Again this Fali, this peak-popuiar pro- 
| gram is already headed for top honors. 
| It’s the year’s best bet in timely shows 

recorded by NBC, rushed to you each 
week by Air Express—and at a cost that 
will surprise you. 

Gifted with rare showmanship, Sam 
Hayes packs each of these weekly quar- 
ter-hours with accurate predictions, com- 
petent analyses of 30 major college foot- 
ball games in all sections...spiced with 
football-facts and ‘‘Gridiron Grins” that 
are every football fan’s meat. 

First of the thirteen programs sched- 
uled for broadcasting Friday, September 
12, will be shipped from Hollywood Mon- 
day, September 8. Warning: *‘Touchdoun 
Tips’ 1s subject to prior sale and avail- 
ability*—and there isn’t much time left. 











NBC’s Recorded Program 


TOUCHDOWN 






TIPS 


by SAM HAYES 


Better wire today for details from your 
nearest NBC Radio-Recording Division 
office. 

*Not available in States of California, Wash- 
ington, Oregon, Idaho, Utah (except Salt Lake 
City) and Arizona. 





Scores with Stati and Sp s! 


FROM AKRON: "...the best tran- 

scribed quarter-hour this Fall... put 
us down again next year.” 

FROM BUFFALO: “...Very pleased 
.. want to have the first opportunity 

if a similar series will be available next 

year.”’ (Same sponsor has bought 1941 

series.) 

FROM BALTIMORE:’ Very succese- 

ful in selling men’s topcoats to the 





retail trade . 
FROM NASHVILLE: ‘‘Highly 
pleased ... glad to report that (our 


sponsors) fee! the same way about it...” 
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NBC Stressing News From Asia: 
Organizing California Activities 
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SPORTS AND DISCS 





What's What Beer Programs Seem to 
Be Made of 





Buffalo, Aug. 12. 
Two breweries have taken shots on 
local ether. Beck’s Brewing Co. 
penciling quarter-hour nightly chunk 
of WBNY ‘Radio Ballroom,’ disc 


ghow, through Moss-Chase for 52 
weeks, 
Lake City Beverage Co. buying 


minutes nightly for 26 
Through Radio Advertising Service. 





San Francisco.—WFRC has added 
Sack Campbell to service national 
accounts. Position is a new one for 
the station. Campbell recently re- 
gigned as sales promotion manager 
for KGO-KPO and formerly was 
with Langendorft Baking Co. 
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‘Third Best’ Stations Okay 





(This provocative paper was voluntarily sub- 
mited to Variety by a sales executive for a 
50,000-watt station. For self-evident reasons he 
writes anonymously. What he has to say tm- 





Bob Kliment sports on WEBR, 10) 
weeks. | 


presses as sound sense. The snobbish, not to say 


| lazy, habits of advertising agencies in buying wat- 


| tage, and only wattage, has been commented upon 
‘increasingly of late. Last week’s VARIETY in- 
cluded the comment of a $50,000 radio account on 
agency wattage-buying. Taken together with the 
article below it is highly significant. —Eb.) 





Is there a better way to buy national spot 
radio for certain type accounts than is now 
generally practiced? 
Yes! 
Does an advertiser essentially have to use 
the first or second ranking station in a market 
to do a top selling job? 
No! 
This commentary on national spot radio is 
prompted by a remark I heard a time buyer 
make recently. He said, with disdain: ‘If I 
can’t get good availabilities on Station (cen- 
sored) or Station (ditto), I'll stay out of the 
market. No third ranking station for me!’ 
I work for the top station in my particular 
neck of the woods; in fact, the station I sell 
is one of the first 20 in the nation, by any 
measurement. Naturally, I’m not as smart as 
the time buyer mentioned above—because I 
sell time, and he buys it. 
I have worked out a hypothetical case, based 
on an actual market I’m familiar with, which 
I believe will prove that a third ranking sta- 
tion, properly used, will do as good a selling 
job as the first station. I hope the idea I have 
here will come to the attention of some other 
time buyers who might be tempted to stay out 
of a market simply because they can’t find 
time on the first or second stations. 
Hypothetical Case 

For the purpose of argument, let us desig- 
nate a certain city as ‘Metropolis,’ a client as 
‘Aroma Coffee,’ and four stations as ‘A,’ ‘B,’ 
‘C’ and ‘D.’ With the exception of ‘D,’ which 
is low in power, the other stations provide ap- 
proximately the same coverage. A, B and C 
are affiliated with NRC Red, NBC Blue and 
CBS, not necessarily in the order mentioned. 
CBS is tied up with the low-power station. 
Station A is tops in audience and rate, and 
carries the greatest amount of national spot. 
Station B averages about 90% of Station A’s 
audience and rate. Station C is third in audi- 
ence and has a rate approximately 55% of Sta- 
tion A’s rate. 

The Aroma Coffee Company has an across- 
the-board script show on Station A, 15-min- 
utes Mondays through Fridays. The national 
rating on this show is 5.5. The audience rating 
at the time it is on Station A is 7.7. Everyone 
|is happy. But, is this show doing a maximum 
selling job? 

No! 

A survey shows 18% of the radios in 
Metropolis are in use when the coffee show 
runs, which is shortly after noon. A large per 
cent of the radios not in use represent families 
in which the woman of the house works in 
some office, retail establishment or other busi- 
ness. For example, figures indicate that 29.8% 
| of all employes in Metropolis retail establish- 
iments are women. Other incursions that have 
| brought the audience figure to 18% are bridge 
gaines, social activities and the like. 

Spreading 


By making a simple move, or 








| 
| 


| 


‘ ~ > 
spreading 


| (for lack of a better term), this ceffee client 
could retain the major portion of his present 


audience, which has been hammered for 





Shifts to KPO, Frisco 
San Francisco, Aug. 12. 

White House department store 

which recently sampled radio for the 


White House Dept. Store ‘Grapenuts May Use Spot |O’Hare Join 
Radio in ‘Neilsen Mkts. | Of Dempsey & Koplovitz | 


15 to 28 Blurbs Weekly 





months and may be saturated, and gain a 
goodly portion of the women who work during 
the day, or play bridge. He could also take 
a shot at the man of the house, who generally 
has never heard a script show, but who may 
like it. 

But, a simple move—where ? 

To the third ranking station, C! Now fol- 
low closely, for the hand is said to be quicker 
than the eye. 

Station C has available two time periods that 
could be utilized, 11:45-12:00 noon and 5:45- 
6:00 p.m. The period before noon immediately 
yrecedes a news broadcast with a rating of 

.6, while the late afternoon period carries a 
rating of 2.5. 

The coffee client pays a base rate of $85 
per quarter-hour on Station A. For that 
amount of money he gets approximately 43% 
of the radios turned on, around 18% of the 
total number in Metropolis. 

For a base rate of $72.60 (half-hour rate, re- 
sulting from combining two quarter-hours), 


DETROIT ON DOWNBEAT | 


All 





Categories Skid — Spot of 


5.9% 





Detroit, Aug. 12. 

It was down all around in Detroit 
last week, with every division show- 
ing a sizable drop. Network slipped 
back to about same position of three 
weeks ago after showing slight spurt 
in week of August 2. 

Biggest loser was national spot, 
which showed decrease of nearly 6%, 


| Comparative Unit Count | 








e % of 

Aug.9. Aug.2. Change, 

Network .. 7,540 7,650 —1.4 
Pere 12,216 12,656 —3.4 
Nat'l Spot.. 4,332 4,603 —5.9 
Total ...... 24,088 24,909 —3.2 
(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJBL, 


WJR, WWJ, WXYZ) 





Bridgeport.—Winslow Porter, ex- 
WORL, Boston, will be program 
manager of WNAB, new Bridgeport 
indie operated by Harold Thomas. 
Harry Osborne, announcer at 
Thomas’ WTAR in Waterbury, will 
be upped to chief announcer of 
WNAB. 








he can run his transcribed show two times 
each day on Station C, 11:45-12:00 noon and 
5:45-6:00 p.m. 

What Audience? 

What audience could he expect? The com- 
petition from Stations A and B is at a low ebb 
from 11:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. At the same 
time, the number of sets in use has increased 
to 25%. Immediately preceding a program 
with a rating of 7.6, and devoid of competition, 
the coffee show, with a national rating of 5.5 
should exceed its national figure and garner 
around 30° of the sets in use. 

In the afternoon period, 5:45-6:00 p.m., when 
22% of the sets are in use, and with no station | 
in Metropolis earning a rating of more than | 
7.0, the coffee show could be expected to boost 
the station’s normal sustaining rating from 2.5 
to at teaste5.0, which would equal around 22% 
of the audience. 

Add the 30% for the 11 :45-12:00 noon period 
and the 22> for the late afternoon time and 
you have a larger audience than was reached 
with one brodacast the dominant outlet, 
Station A. 

More important than trying to add percent- 
ages is the fact that the coffee show would be | 
reaching people late in the afternoon who could | 
not hear it and had not heard it when it was on 
once a day. 

If those two audiences wouldn’t buy sub- 
stantially more coffee than the previous one | 
audience, then the whole theory of radio is 
wrong. ‘The client would be spending $12.40 
per day less than when he used Station A, or 
the difference between a base rate of $85 and 
$72.60. This would more than take care of 
the extra transcription that would be required, | 
if one was required under the AF RA and other | 
rules and regulations. 

And Merchandising 

Still another advantage would be the highly 
effective merchandising effort a second or a 
third ranking station is willing to put forth. 

[ know regional advertisers who have done | 
precisely what has been outlined. Where time | 
was carefully selected, and the appropriation 
‘spread’ to enable the client to .work on still 
another audience, greater sales resulted. 

The one danger lies in a station misrepre- 
senting its audience rating, or in leaning too 
heavily on an out-of-date survey. But where 
accurate, current audience figures are avail- 
able, the time buyer takes no undue risk when 
he sets up such a deal. 

‘Spreading’: need not be 
outlined above It 
nouncements 
spot shows. 
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lly produced 
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and loca national 


s Law Firm 


Washington, Aug. 12. 
Richard C. O'Hare, formerly at- 
torney for the FCC, has joined the 


first time and found it good, will 
shift its five-a-week quarter-hour, 
‘Lét’s Go Shopping’ from KFRC to 
KPO in about two weeks, according 
to Al Nelson of NBC here. Marion 
-Kyle, agency head from Los An- 
geles, who handles the account, has 
been huddling with Nelson on 
changes in format. 

Celebrity interviews probably will 
be mixed with the shopping news 
remoted from the store, with Helen 
Morgan getting the nod as femme 
m.c. Time also will be changed 
from present 9:45 a.m. KFRC slot to 
3:30 p.m. on KPO, 








Young & Rubicam is making in- 
quiries for available announcement 
spots markets where the Neilson re- 
i'ports operate in behalf of Grape 
| Nuts (General Foods). Schedules 
|under consideration range from 15 
to 28 a week. 

Benton & Bowles is also looking 
around for announcement spots for 
General Foods but without disclos- 
ing product. 








KINY, Juneau, Alaska, has sold 
the Great Northern Railway a sec- 
ond series of spot announcements, 
beginning Aug. 15. Placed by Bron- 








son West, St. Paul. 


firm of Dempsey & Koplovitz, radio | 
lawyers. 
Members now include William J. 





ds ROBERT J. LANDRY, 
Radio Editor of 


VARIETY 


might put it: 


“Dearest Reader, 
Sweetheart: 
Let down your hair now. 


You 


Ohio for your client’s prod- 


need Northwestern 
uct like you need that won- 
derful weekly entertainment 
journal which we shall shyly 
identify as ‘Exhibit V.’ And 
just think, old thing—I did 
—all you need, to get North- 
western Ohio so it’s really 
‘got,’ is that infectious voice 


of Toledo, WSPD. 


“Put your hair up now, 
darling. You'll get a raise 


for thinking of this.” 


Or, more briefly 


YOUR BEST BUY IN 
NORTHWESTERN OHI0 
AND 
SOUTHERN MICHIGAN 
IS WSPD 


5000 Watts 
NBC Basic Red 
Represented by the 


Katz Agency 


| 








Dempsey, William C. Koplovitz, 
Morris Miller and O’Hare. 








Revive ‘Tena and Tim’ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 

WCCO is reviving ‘Tena and Tim’ 
serial, as either a five or 15-minute 
strip. 

New series is called ‘Life With 
Tena’ and Peg Beckmark, the author 
and portrayer of the title role, again 
plays the lead. Florence Hutchinson, 
local freelance, has her original Mrs.- 





Hutchinson part. 
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Thor Washing Machines on KQW: 


VARIETY 
WRIGLEY GUM ON KCKN 


Comvany Spensors ‘Scattergood 
Baines’—K. C. Quiet 























. 
San Francisco, Aug. 12. | Louis J. F. Moore In WQXR tied up the renewal of the 


week in Gotham, with Andrew Jer- 
| gens Co. signaturing to continue 
sponsorship of ‘Just Music’ until 
January 2, 1943. Company airs the 
program seven nights a 
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tan verages e- ign Kansas City, Aug. 12. 4 é é eve 00m 
| - | cept in local units, where WHB and is 
hf | KCKN did some pushing. Other-| a4 ponent 
r : , P | fect, but managers claim fall biz 
KSFO is taking credit for having ° ’ nN 
extended the Frisco listening day ug | Burn-Smith Rep Outfit = ning wp to be s Dumper! 
| seas , : . 
Arty Be r . Louis J. F. Moore, formerly with hit its all time low (since the in-| Cort cigarets will “TS Cao 
en yg be ee’ BichMeld PReporter | Radio Advertising Corp. has sold! auguration of this department in| °f 455 half-minute spot announce- 
u | 
on the NBC Red has long been the | j,ineq Burn-Smith Co., Inc., station | for improvement. /a week. | week. 
ecial Hooper, dials now swing | M. H. Hackett is the agency. Keynoting Procter & Gamble’s en- 
a sp » Glals j - : , ; h f ical clock six ti ' 
“ays : , He will be in the firm’s New York ,®°Ur Of musical Clock Six times 
| from KPO followin’ Richfield’s office | weekly on a six months’ contract; | pany has purchased WNEW’s :Make 
Believe Ballroom’ three times week- 


Jergens Renews WOXR: P&G On 
> ] 
| Tenure of biz remains same, ex- 
wise the summer depths are in ef- . ° . 
Cort Cigs Half-Minutes 
minutes with William Winter’s war | wm. Eines local Bis last wok 
| his interest in that concern and has | Variety) there is still plenty of room | ments for 13 weeks at the rate of 35 | full-hour 
jumping-off place, but according to | pens WHB:—Keith Furniture Co., half- | 
try to the local station field, come 
news, to KSFO to pick up Winter's | Foreman & Clark Clothing Co., half- 
ly for 39 weeks, through Benton & 








i” a ts 
analysis, commentator having a 48 0 CEDAR ADS 
(or 36.7 % of the sets in use) toed hour musical clock contract, through | 
pared to his nearest competitor | 
at 2.3. | 


Lord & Thomas busy this week 





BELL ’PHONE, PHILCO 
BUY SPIELS ON WFIL 


Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 


Bell Telephone Company is taking 
to the air to plug its service, making 
initial purchase of eight spots an- 
nouncements weekly on WFIL, con- 
tract to run for 13 weeks trial 


, period. 


Other new biz reported by the 
station: 
John Middleton, Inc., (cigarettes), 





ing a breathing spell and planning 
for the coming fall campaign. Units 
here took a slight drop in all depart- 
ments. 


| Ken L. Sibson, general sales man- 
ager of the Taylor-Howe-Snowden 
group, in for a brief visit to station 
| KTSA, local outlet. 


WOAI: Heyer’s Heat Powder, three 
} one-minute e.t’s per week, through 
Pitluk Adv.; Nueces Coffee Co., 
through Harold Petty, one 100-word 
}announcement per day; renewal, 
| Phil Spitalny ‘Hour of Charm’ (Gen- 
| eral Electric) for another year, half- 
|}hour over NBC network, through 
BBD&O and Foster and Davies; ‘Al- 





Milton Weinberg Agency; Bentley 


| Clothing Co., quarter-hour of noon 
news, six times per week. 
KCKN began the new ‘Scattergood 








Total ...... 17,628 


* No change. 
(Included: KCKN, KCMO, KITE, 
KMBC, WHB, WDAF) 


SCHMIDT BAKING 
EXTENDS WBAL 
SCHEDULE 


17,091 + 3.1 











| 


| 


Bowles. Another purchaser of the 


| Ballroom is The Pinex Co., through 


Russel M. Seeds, three evenings a 
| week for a period of 22 weeks. 





pbuilding a presentation for distribu- Baines’ transcriptions for Wrigley’s, ; ' 
tion to 6,000 food manufacturers, ‘anda Bearers c. a See hed 4 ' WMCA: Foster - Milburn Coa, 
la } e of sj £8. (Doan’s ills), r l,_ th h 
based on KGO’s handling of the | p » Fenewal, roug 
Lucky Stores anniversary party. | Comparative Unit Count | Chi r 12 Spot Broadcasting, announcements 
Compiled by “ax Cone, Coast head % of icago, ug. 44. | for 52 weeks; Hoffman Beverage Co., 
of L&T, with aid of NBC’s Milt Aug.9. Aug.2. Change.| Announcements are coming to the| through BBD&O, renewal, 12 an- 
| Samue!, document will be accom- San Antonio, Aug. 12. | Network ... 6,700 6,700 *...., | fore in a big way, as indicated by the nouncements weekly for two weeks; 
panied by a three-page letter from; with Uncle Sam’s troops on nan- | Locai ... 4,905 4,28"  +11.8/ short-spiel ner tater which aave United Office and Professional 
(Continued on page 46) | euvers, local business men are tak- | Nat'l Spot.. 6,023 6,005 + 0.3/| been flooding sales managers desks; Workers of America, one-time quar- 


in the past few weeks. 

Two big national accounts which 
have entered the announcement field 
are Reader’s Digest and O’Cedar 
Corp. Both of these accounts have 
bought plug space on WMAQ. The 
Digest has 26 announcements, run- . ‘ 
tn thrice weekly, set through Ballroom,’ three times weekly, 22 
BBD&O: O’Cedar has contracted for| weeks; Paramount ; Pictures (‘Kiss 
130 plugs, over a 13-week period,| the Boys Goodbye’), through Bu- 
through H. W. Kastor. Olson Rug chanan & Co., announcements; Les- 
Co., through Presba, Fellers & ter Piano Co., through P. B. Manfre, 
Presba, series of announcements on/| 4Uarter-hour musical program, six 
WMAQ and MENR. WOR: Allied Mills, through Louis 

WMAQ also snatched off a 15-|E. Wade, announcements during 
minute series, three times weekly,! ‘Farmer’s Digest,’ 52 weeks: Perfec- 
for The Pen Man, through United! tion Stove Co., through McCann- 
Advertising, and WENR will have! Erickson, five minutes, once a week, 
the same sponsor for two 15-minute 13 weeks; Purity Bakeries (Taystee 


ter-hour broadcast. 


WNEW: Procter & Gamble (Ivory 
Snow), through Benton & Bowles, 
‘Make Believe Ballroom,’ three times 
weekly 39 weeks; Pinex Co., through 
Russel M. Seeds, ‘Make Believe 





one e.t. program weekly, through/drich Family,’ for General Foods, periods weekly. Bgth series will be! pread), through Campbell-Ewald, 
Carter Thomson; L. Nachman & | half-hour broadcast through NBC news programs. 


Sons (instruction), 18 participations 
in recorded show, through Philip 
Klein; Peter Paul, Inc. (candy), five 


spots weekly, through Platt-Forbes; | 


network placed by Young & Rubi- 
cam. 

KABC: G. C. Zimmerman Type- 
writer Co., sponsorship of ‘Bulldog 





Baltimore, Aug. 12. 
| Everything about even here with 
| little change noted in any particu- 
lar classification. WBAL chalked up 





_ | renewal of ‘Mandrake the Magician,’ 
Pte Levinson’s eee - soe quarter-hour three times a week. 
utes, six times weekly, rough | 
a , . : | : drew Jergens " 
Gourfain-Cobb; Michael Leonard ae An _ id ~ om a 
, roug > >] I shell, We 
Seed Co., five one-minute announce- GUER LSRNeR « NeneH, SNe ws 


il]- ‘ Music,’ sev 

Phileo Corp., 24 spots weekly,} Drummond’ series over Mutual start- |a major renewal with Schmidt Bak-| ments weekly, through Allen, & - beng eno Radar pespet oeree te 
through Julian G. Pollack; Straw-; jing in the fall: Gable Lodges, five- | ing Co. coming back for a big order | Reynolds; Great Western Laundry, | 5 1943: Mg & C tewel 4 
bridge & Clothier department store, | Also active on local| 30 minutes five times weekly,)*» “*‘ —— a eee 


182 spots; Fox-Weis (furs), 24 spots 
weekly, through Harry Feigenbaum; 


news program, through Harry Fei- 
genbaum; Bailey’s Furniture Co., 30 








minute newscast six times per week; 
First Federal Savings & Loan Asso- 
ciation, through Coulter - Mueller- 


on the remaining three days of the 
week. 














of 1,258 spots. 
front are Admiracion Shampoo and 
'Crosse & Blackwell, both buying on 


|& Blackwell, via the same agency, 
|104 announcements; Schmidt Baking 











participations in recorded show " a Co., through W. E. Long, 1,258 spots; % of , through Winston Advertising, six an- 
weekly. || Comparative Unit Count | |Scott Paper Co., through J. Walter Aug.9. Aug.2. Change. | NOuncements daily; Bronx Schoo! of 
C r ES ee % of | Thompson, 39 100-word spots; Vick’s | Network 9,445 9,445 oY Welding, direct, three quarter-hour 
aes omparative Unk ace | Aug.9. Aug. 2. Change. | Chemical Co., through Morse Inter- | Local ...... 6,588 6,498 +1.3 | news periods per week; Sunnyside 
% of | Network 5,405 5,490 —1.5 national, 38 spots; Charles Gulden | Nat’l Spot.. 11,632 11,533 +0.9| Furriers, direct, six five-minute 
Aug.9. Aug.2. Change. Local ...... 9,975 10,043 —0.6|Co. (mustard), through Cras. W. | WHORE cece: 27,665 27,476 +0.6| news periods weekly; Royal Furni- 
Network 9,378 9,375 +0.05| Nat'l Spot.. 1,713 1871 —8.4)/Hoyt, 52 quarter-hour shows to be| — ture Co., direct, two announcements 
Local ...... 20,217 20.653 —2.1 | Total ...... 17,093 17,404 —1.8| used two a week; Beech-Nut Pack-| “No change. daily, five days a week. ; 
Nat'l Spot.. 5,227 5,019 +4.1 | (Included: KABC, KONO, KMAC,|ing added to previous schedule “© ; 
| rr 34,822 35,045 —0.6 KTSA, WOAIT) i}through Newell-Emmett, 78 spots. 3 
ae | | Comparative Unit Count ; 
| % of i 
Aug.9. Aug. 2. Change. i 
Network 7,580 7,495 +1.1 : 
Pree 4,616 4,744 —2.7 : 
’ ~ TWO BIG | Nat'l Spet.. 2,013 2,015 —§.1 H 
. ° QA Total ...... 14,209 14,254 —03 j 
4 - Jo) 1 4:4e (842-18 | (Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, : 


AN 
AVNAA © 





HERE'S important news obout Texas’ 
biggest market! Station WRR, Dallos 
and Station KFJZ, Fort Worth heve each 





IN TEXAS’ 
BIGGEST MARKET 


L\ AR 
, \ \ th 





Here is what you get... 








| SEATTLE SPOT HUSKY 


| Category 


| 


up 4.3% —Shindigs Keep 
‘Events’ Boys Busy 
Seattle, Aug. 12. 

KJR special events men journeyed 
| to Snohomish, nearby town, and did 
} some man-on-the-street broadcasts 
during the annual Kla-ha-ya cele- 
| bration August 8 and 9. Spots were 
transcribed and rebroadcast over the 
station. 

| KIRO will originate four remotes 
|! from Mount Vernon during the 4H 
| Club Fair and America on Parade 


| through 


| 
| 





through Wesley Associates, renewal 
of Lisa Sergio’s ‘Column of the Air,” 


Salem Baskin. 
WIND: Standard Distributing Co. 


Atkins-Nash, Inc. (used cars), 18 Grinstead. one five-minute ‘A Melody | two Stations. for Majestic Cameras, five minutes eng ee — 

participations weekly on recorded | yoy’l1 Remember’ transcription per| WBAL: Esskay Products (meat | et “~ Remeag yee — Sant. Dugdale five. Pest Ee 
’ show, through Samuel Taubman;| gay: Zimmerman Shoe Store, five|packers), through Van Sant, Dug- Benson, wet ure; Lake County ne eee’ 52 annie ‘ ‘ 

Sam Gerson (clothes), 15-minute! announcements on four days and six |dale, 13 quarter-hour shows;_ Crosse cultural Society, announcement} y, 1 


schedule through month of August. 
| Comparative Unit Count 


WWRL: Packard Motors (in be- 
half of dealers in metropolitan area), 


























1. Two, full time, 5,000 Wett stotions on | celebration there Aug. 13 and 14. Say who said “Summer Slump?”’ it’s “SPURT’’ in 
two different frequencies — | These will include an airing of a des 
WRR—I310KC,KFIZ—1270KC. | conference of business leaders and| my language! Why, just one typical summer week means 
2. Eoch with @ powerful signol throughout |, "Western Washington Mayor's | 292 sponsored quarter hours work for me—while a winter 


the entire Fort Worth-Dallos market. 


3. Both stations connected by permanent 
lines for broadcasting simultoneously or 
et different times — but at only one 
talent cost. 


4. Both stations affiliated with the Texes 


State Network and the Mutual Broed- 
easting System. 
The best way to get complete coverage 
in this highly selective morket is to use 
both WRR, Dallas and KFJZ, Fort Worth. 
Twe important, alltime stations for you et 


increased their power to 5,000 Wetts, dey 
end night; 

and these twe new power stations 
may now be bought in combination 
for what you would expect to pay fer 








Milking Contest’ broadcast squirt by 
squirt. Bill Moshier, Farm Forum 
producer, and Tommy Thomas, pro- 
gram director of the station, will be 
on hand to cover the affair. Next 
Sunday (17), KIRO Time Klock 
Klub, early morning show, will 
hold its second annual picnic in 
Woodland Park. Klub, which has 
20,000 members, expects a turnout of 
5,000 for the picnic. 











week had only 198 quarter hours. That’s a 474% SPURT 
»-e something to think about with over 8,000,000 auto 
radios and millions of portable sets being used. Summer 
listening mever goes on vacation and neither do sales for 
WSAI-Advertisers. 


NBC RED AND BLUE—5,000 WATTS NIGHT AND DAY 


” ene 5,000 Watt station in this market. ene price and one talent cost. | Comparative Unit Count 
, % of | ’ 
ie rites Aug.9. Aug. 2. Change. | CINCINNATI’S 
NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE Netwerk .. 7,355 7430 —1.0| - OWN STATION 
ae eee 7,169 67,036 «=9+1.9) ' 
WEED and COMPANY Nat] Spot.. 766 734 «(+43 | NS RO SAAT RTE IRE i Aer a i me 
rrr evesries = rotal...... 15,290 15,200 +0.6| Tiina M8 fr a 


NEW YORK CHICAGO DETROIT 





(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 
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‘Bosco Bandwagon’ 


Gilmore Oil ‘War Letters’ to KHJ 


|} special events announcer. 


Rides on KNX: 








+ 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. day, one year; Golden Days Celebra- 
Spurt in local units and slight | tion, five spots. — 
pickups on other fronts aggregated; KOA: Mountain Motors, 19 an- 
a plus all around for the first time | nouncements and station breaks; 
in many weeks. Total ran into 18,-| Gamble Stores, through BBD&O, 260 
78 units for the highest mark in| station breaks; Quaker Oats Co., 


some time. Strong upturn seen with 
the advent of fall and the return 
from siestas of summer layoffs. 

KHJ: Bayuk cigars, 104 quarter- 
hour transcribed broadcasts of Cal | 
Tinney, through Ivey & Ellington; 
Lydia Pinkham, 21 one-minute tran- 
scriptions, through . Erwin; Wasey; 
Gilmore Oil, 10 five-minute broad- 
casts of ‘War Letters,’ through Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan; Nufit Laboratories, 104 
quarter-hour broadcasts of ‘Confes- 
sions of a Corsair,’ through Stodel 
Adv. 

KNX: Bosco (milk amplifier), so | 





10-minute broadcasts of ‘Bosco 
Bandwagon,’ through Kenyon & 
Eckhardt; Brock Jewelers, 52 time 
signals, through Hixson-O’Donnell. 

KFI: American Chicle Co., 143 an- 
nouncements, through Badger, 
Browning & Hersey; Pierce Bros. 
Mortuary, five quarter-hour periods, 
through Philip Meany; Solvene liquid 
cleaner, 65 participations, through 
Edwin Martin. 

KECA: Baldwin Motors, 39 quar- 
ter-hour periods, through Chet 
Crank; Pasadena Community Dance, 
104 announcements; National Schools 
(vocational training), three quarter- 
hour periods, through Huber Hoge. 











| Comparative Unit Count | | 
% of 
Aug.9. Aug. 2. Chanee. 
Network .. 11,882 11,866 + 0.1 | 
Local ...... 4,674 4,391 + 6.4 | 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,622 1,617 +0. 3 | 
ee 18,178 17,874 +1.7 


(Included: KECA, KFI, KHJ, KNX) | 





Phillips Petroleum 
Contracts KFEL; 


Quaker Oats, KOA 





Denver, Aug. 12. 

Sales ran mostly to announcements, 
with KLZ breaking through with a 
till forbid sale to Standard Distri- | 
buting Co. of three quarter-hours a | 
week, | 

KLZ: Colorado Springs Rodeo, 14 | 
announcements; Dr. Hess and Clark, | 
through N. W. Ayer, 90 announce- 
ments; Model Cleaners, 52 announce- | 
ments; Procter & Gamble, 
Compton Adv., six spots; Standard | 
Distributing Co. through Lane, | 
Bennett & McClure, three 15-min- 
utes a week, tf. 

KFEL: Phillips Petroleum, through | 
Lambert & Feasley, three announce- 
ments a week, one year; Denver Dry 
Goods Co., three announcements a 


—— 


MTT Loe 


WHEW 
WBNXovor 
Most INTI- 
wate AND EFFECTIVE 
SALES APPROACH hy 
AMERICA’S LARGES 
MARKET. 





through | 



















} 
































$000 WATIS “J. 


-ONER MET ROPOLT, 


1A Bog 


son agency, 104 spots. 
u. rG in 
| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
Aug. 8. Aug.2. Change. 
Network .. 7,365 7,915 —6.9 
Loca] ...... 6,436 6,479 —9.6 
Nat'l Spot.. 2,396 2,432 —14 
Total 2.60. - 16,197 16,826 —3.7 
(Included: KFEL, KLZ, KMYR, 
KOA, KVOD) 


'4-Way Cold Tablets 


| utes each; The Armand Co., through 


| riods, 


| ‘Iowa 


| Peart, 


| Nat’l Spot.. 


| change frequency from 1,480 to 590 
| kilocycles and to up its power from 


| day and night. 
| proved. 

| 
| now is saying final goodnite at mid- 
“" 


| serve power in the Dixie shortage. 


through Sherman & Marquette, 28 
announcements. 

KMYR: Merchants Biscuit Co., 
through Ball & Davidson, three tem- 
perature reports daily, three months; 
|Grayson’s Apparel, through Robert- 











To WHO for \ Hrs. 


Des Moines, Aug. 12. 

‘Though Des Moines units as a 
whole were pretty flat the past 
week, WHO reported a variety of 
national spot business which kept 
that category from slipping over 
the borderline. 

WHO. Washington Apricots, 
through Pacific National Adv., six 
65-word announcements; Garden 
City Publishing Co., through Huber 
Hoge & Sons, 50 periods of five min- 
utes each (‘Business Books’); Com- 
pagnie Parisienne, through North- 
west Radio, six periods of five min- 


|Ivan Hill Adv.,*°100 announcements 
|of one-minute each; Pfaff Baking 
|Co., through Wallace agency, 39 pe- 
‘Betsy Ross News’ (renewal); 
Marlin Firearms Co., through Cra- 
ven & Hedrick, six 30-word an- 
nouncements; Beaumont Co. (4-Way 
cold tablets), through H. W. Kastor 
& Sons, 60 periods of 15 minutes; 
Ford Deaters’ Advertising | 
Fund, through McCann-Erickson, | 
eight periods of approximately two 
hours each, State University of Iowa 
Football games; Van Camp Food 
Products Co. through Calkins & 
Holden, 104 announcements of one- 
minute each; Funk Bros. Feed Co., 
| through E. H. Brown, 18 periods of 
15 minutes each; Iowa State Fair 
and Exposition, through Fairall & 
Co., 66 30-word and 65-word an- 
|nouncements: Perfection Stove Co., 
through McCann-Erickson, 26 five- 
lm inute periods; Great Atlantic & | 
Pacific Tea Co., through Paris & 
16 announcements of 100 
words each. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 











% of 
2. Change. | 
—0.3 | 
—1.9 





Aug. 9. 
7,070 
3,345 


Aug. 
7,096 
3,413 

2,846 2,821 +0.8 

en . ce ee 13,330 —0.5 | 

(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


WAGA’s Power Boost 


Atlanta, Aug. 12. 
WAGA has the FCC’s okay to 


| Network 
Local .. 





500 watts night and 1,000 day to 5,000 
Change will necessi- 
tate new transmitter, also FCC ap- 





WSB, under 


night, instead of 1.05 a.m., to con- 











By 


NOW RADIO'S 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
| AUGHTER JEARS sno [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap : 99 *!/ 100 °/ 0 


TWICE DAILY | 
LISTEN NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:36 P.M., EDST 


MGT. ED WOLF—RKO B 


JANE 





WABC—5:30-5:45 EDST—CB8 
COAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 


same management, | 


PAYROLL TRAFFIC 


Wichita, Kas. — Ted Johnson, 
formerly of KMMJ, Grand Island, 
Neb., has ioined KFBI as news and 





Kansas City.—New organist on 
staff of WHB is William Ganz. He 


replaces Virgil Bingham who left to 
take spot as entertainer at Hotel 
Phillips. Bingham had been with 
WHB off and on most of the past ten 
years, a blind pianist’and organist. 

Ray Brophy joined the technical 
staff of WHB as operator working 
under Chief Engineer ‘Goldie’ Gold- 
enberg. New member was formerly 
connected with KTUL, Tulsa, and 
fills gap left by departure of Lynn 
Rawlins. 

San Antonio.—Curly Noland and 
his Texans (fiv e) hav e replaced Floyd 
tene elie ‘Party aired each Friday 
evening over the Texas Quality Net- 
work. 

This move has enabled Jim San- 
ders, m.c. of the show, to bring back 
to the airlanes his original combo 
that he has used over CBS in his 
broadcasts as the Jewel Cowboys. 

Program is handled by Segall & 
Weeden, Inc. 





Longview, Tex.—Morris M. Ming, 
chief engineer of KFRO, to KSKY, 
Dallas, now under’ construction. 


‘| Merrill M. Ash has joined the an- 


nouncing staff. Paul Horton and 
Rudy Muckeldorf are new faces at 
the transmitter. 





Hamilton, Ont.—W. T. Cranston, 
formerly sales manager, has been 
upped to managership of station 
CKOC, succeeding M. V. Chestnut, 
who resigned te join the head office 
of All-Canada Radio Facilities, Ltd., 
Toronto. 

W. M. Guild, a member of the 
sales staff, moves up to the sales 
manager post. W. A. Speers, for- 
merly assistant manager of CKCK, 
Regina, joins CKOC in a similar ca- 
pacity. 





C. Phil- 
Schenec- 


San Francisco, — Merrill 
lips of General Electric, 


|tady, has joined staff of KGEI here, 


under manager E. T. ‘Buck’ Harris. 





Chicago.—Mrs. Ruth Farqahr this 
week will join the copy department 
of the Kastor agency here. Was 
|formerly with Benton & Bowles and 





| the J. Walter Thompson agencies 
in N.Y, 

Denver—J. A. Slusser, with KOA 
since installation in 1924, has re- 
ported for duty with the navy at 
San Diego, with the rank of Lieu- 
| tenant. 

San Antonio—Bill Nance is. the 


latest addition to the staff of station 
KTSA,. In the control room, 


Kansas City—Switch of personnel 


|at KCMO brings Frankie Meisner to 


the continuity department under 
Dave Brown. She was formerly re- 
ceptionist, but that position will now 
be handled by Betty Boutell. Mar- 
jorie Miller left the office of Busi- 
ness Manager Clarence Brazeal for 
matrimony. Announcing staff gets 
an addition in Myron Curry, new to 
radio coming from Brown Univer- 
sity. 

At WHB changes in the news staff 
are necessitated by departure of C. V. 
McGuigan for service in the army. 
John Cargill, formerly of the AP, 
takes vacancy in the news. depart- 





|ment. Richard Tripp comes in from 
| WMBD, Peoria, IIll., for post on an- 
ijnouncer’s staff as Robert Sights de- 
parts. 

Corsicana, Texas—Bill Bradford 
|}has been appointed chief engineer 


of station KAND by John Thorwald. 
Bradford comes from KMYR, Den- 
ver. Albert Sims is new at the trans- 
mitter, 

W. H. Sadler new to announcing 
staff replacing Harry Dillingham 





WEST 


MOST POPULAR 


pure 


who has resigned to enter college. 





Weslaco, Texas—David Naugle of 
Fort Worth will replace Frank Dent 
on the KRGV announcing staff. 

Lorraine Schaeffer has joined con- 
tinuity department. 





Buffalo.—Ellis Advertising Agency 
added Pat Gilmore to its radio sales 
staff. Formerly on WBEN here, also 
KGB, San Diego, Cal. 





Columbia, 8S. C.—W. D. Strauss, 
formerly chief announcer and pro- 
duction manager, WQXR, New York, 
soldiering at Fort Jackson here, 


ee 





LOG. NEW YORK CiTY 


Lincoin—Charles Miller, program 


LS 
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Active National Accounts 





+++oe 
TIME 
ACCOUNT AGENCY PURCHASES 
A & P grocery stores ..cseccceeeeeeeeess+s Paris & Peart Announcements 
American Chicle Co. Badger, Browning & Hersey 
% Hours 


.Spot Broadcasting 
Announcements 
- Newell-Emmett 
Announcements 
Browning & Hersey 
Announcements 
McCann-Erickson 
Announcements 
Carnation Milk Co. ....ssescesseeeeeeee++» Erwin, Wasey Announcements 


Chamberlain Laboratories .......0+¢.+...+.-sCary-Ainsworth 
Announcements 
Chattanooga Medicine Co, (Black Draught). Nelson Chesman 
Announcements 
. Announcements 
weeaws % Hours 
Atherton & Currier 
Announcements 
Doan’s pills ..cccccccccsccescccoccccccsess- Spot Broadcasting 
Announcements 
.N. W. Ayer ..Station Breaks 
. Arthur Kudner 
Announcements 
. McCann-Erickson -% Hours 
.Pitluk Adv. ..Announcements 
.George H. Hartman % Hours 
- United Adv. ..Announcements 
- Erwin, Wasey ...... 14 Hours 
.- BBD&O .. Announcements 
Participations 
Hurley washing machines ,..........++++:.E. H. Browne ...... ¥% Hours 
Junket ice cream Mix ...,ceeeeeeeeeee+e+-Mitchell-Faust ..Participations 
Kellogg’s ant paste ....cccccccccvccsecsess-. C, Jeffries ...Participations 
Metlogg’s Fem .csiccccvccsdoccdecvocsococss onyon G& Hokhardt 


Arrid ... 


ee eee eee eee eeeeeeeeetee 


Beech-Nut Packing Co. 


eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeree 


Black Jack chewing gum ,,.cccccceceeseess Badger, 


California Packing Co, 


Clicquot Ciub Co. 6000060000608 000000000000 Bee W. Ayer 
Consolidated Drug escccccccccccccecececce BENSON & Dall 
Cuticura .. 


Dubble Bubble gum 
Florida Citrus Commission .,..cccceeeeess 


oeveeve eeeeeeaceeeeeeeee 


yy Bee eevecsesengesss 
Gebhardt Chile Powder Co. ...ccccccceses 
Hartz Mountain Products ,.. 
Histeen Products 
Horlick’s Malted Milk .. 
Household Finance Co, 


eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Announcements 
Lever Bree. . .cccccccccccccesccovccoccccce. muthraul & Ryan 
Announcements 
Little Crow Milling Co. .sccccceceeeeessss. ROGerSs & Smith ....% Hours 
a Serre CORO ORCC ONC CONS Samuel C, Croot Participations 
Manhattan Soap Co. ........... pesdneeueses Franklin Bruck ..5-Min. News 
Marlin Firearms (razor blades) ........... Craven & Hedrick 
Announcements 
Maryland Pharmaceutical (Rem, Rel) ....... ae fe ls 
John Morrell & Co, (E-Z Cut Hams) ..... Henri, Hurst & McDonald 
5-Mins 
pe SON ik sc:sns ceaeevenedee Caweetian H. W. Kastor Announcements 
P&G (Duz)..... ee ey ee eae, ae Compton Adv. Announcements 
P & G (Ivory Soap) eee Le rr ee rr eee Compton Adv. Announcements 
, S| eres Eset teeeeebateaesanes Tomasckke-Elliott 
Participations 
Perfection Stove Co. .......55. ere ee ee McCann-Erickson ..... 5-Mins. 
Quaker Oats ......... ee seeee ees eeeeeeeeee Snerman & Marquette 
144 Hours 
Reader’s Digest .... eee re he ae BBD&O .......Announcements 
R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Ce eee bb Re Siaon Wm. Esty Announcements 
Rockwood & Co. (candy bars) ...ccccceces Federal Adv. ...Participations 
Shaciier fowumtaim PCMs ... 0. sccccccccocecs Russel M. Seeds 
Announcements 
Southern Pacifie BRatlway ......cecseccssees Lord & Thomas Participations 
Standard Beverages (ParTPak) ........... Emil Reinhardt Participations 
True Story magazine .....+:++++ (eee eeeenere Arthur Kudner 
Announcements 
Vitapep Products ..wccsceseens Tere er TT eee Cesana & Associates 
Participations 
WAGRIMEIOR ADTIOOE ccccccccccecetececces: Pacific National Adv 
Announcements 
Wesson Oil & Smowdrift ..crccsssccceceess Kenyon & Eckhardt 
Announcements 
Wesson Oil & Snowd rift ...cscccccscccces: Fitzgerald Adv. .Participations 
White Laboratories (Chooz) .......0...00:- H. W. Kastor..Announcements 





DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO 
TIME LAST WEEK 














TIME 
STORE CITY PURCHASES 
Beleek's Ded. BlOFE .ccccccccvesesvecscces Los Angeles 
Announcements, %4 Hours 
H. C. Capwell Dept. Store ..........%.. »»--9an Francisco. Announcements 
MERIO BPOs, WOME. SOS cisccvcicccccviseres San Francisco...Participations 
Me Os DOWIE. DIOUO: vckscccvcccucesecsacoe DOCAVED .icece Announcements 
Ser aeGner ee SOME, “URED cov cdaeeeweussrinncss Baltimore .Announcements 
+ A 
director of KFAB-KFOR here, re-} 
signed Thursday (7) to accept 


BENNY RUBIN 
““THE DOPE’ 


FOR 


PACKARD PLAYHOUSE 


sdmiliar Pp osition with WING, Day- 
ton, O. No one yet named to succeed 
Miller. 

Gone, too, is Jane Tucker, woman’s 
angler and home making expert, who 
has left radio for an agency job. 
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. ollow-Up 


Al Jolson contributed a straight, 
sincere and generally believable per-| 
formance Sunday (10) night in the 
title part in an ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
radio adaptation on the ‘Star Span- 
gled Theatre’ on NBC-Blue (WJZ). 
Of course, the play itself is a pain- 
fully antiquated tear-jerker, so little 
can be done to make it plausible, 
unless the audience is fed beer and 
retzels. However, Jolson played 
Old Tom with admirable restraint 
and without musical-comedy hoke. | 
Elsie May Gordon made the differ- | 
ent feminine parts plausible and 
Jackson Beck snarled through the) 
over-written cruelty of Simon Le-| 
ree. Southernaires supplied choral | 
ackground and cues arranged by 
Ernie Watson and conducted by Joe 
Stopack. Charles Schenck directed 
with an expressive feeling for pace 





and atmosphere. Script was by 
E. A. Ellington. 
Bill Henry, of the Los Angeles 


Times and formerly a CBS corre- 
spondent in Europe, turned in a 
meaty, listenable stint Monday (11) 
night as sub for Hedda Hopper on 
CBS. Using material obtained via 
Jong-distance (in several cases short- 
wave) phone interviews, he offered 
facts, opinion and feature stuff of 
topical and human interest. Among 
the interviewees had been Ambassa- 
dor Grew in Tokyo, the Pan-Ameri- 
ean Airways rep in Lisbon, a Santa 
Monica woman who had visited 
Mexico and had difficulty recrossing 
the border, the Oklahoma deputy 
sheriff who recently battled escaping 
convicts, an astronomer with info 
about meteor showers and the St. 
Louis owner of a bull terrier mother. 
Whoever did the interviewing and 
scripting knows his stuff. First Sun- 
Kissed commercial was a _ sledge- 
hammer, but the second was a cutey. 
Henry concluded his spiel with only 
the ‘Good luck to all of you’ part of 
Miss Hopper’s sign-off—a welcome 
revision. 





> 

Col. Robert R. McCormick, doing 
his usual news comment session on 
the ‘Chicagoland Hour’ over Mutual 
out of WGN, Chicago, opened with} 
a laugh Saturday (9) night. Read-| 
ing what he said was one of his | 
typical fan letters, he quoted the lis- | 
tener as writing, ‘We know you don’t | 
write your own speeches, but why 
don’t you also get a qualified an-| 
nouncer to read them for you?’ Pub- 
lisher then explained that because | 
he had waited until the last minute | 
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PROMOTION MANAGER 











This is the gal who tells about 
the richest and most populous 


She knows all about the Magic 
Circle, and the million people in 
this area, amd she’s not the least 
bit timid or bashful. 


Another one hundred percenter 
you ean depend on to promote 
your program. 


We call her Helpful Henrietta! 


1: MAGIC CIRCLE, 


5000 richly lade: watts, 
Bight and day . . . now! 
+ + » &© oover the rich- 






| 


| 
! 


est and most populous 
Srea_ in all the south 
abet. EDNEY 


A Columbia Broadcasting 
System affiliate, 








| 
| them . 
| ences having been tempered within 


1 
i 
area in all the southeast. | 


| Basin Street’ spoofs long-hai 
| cians, 


| satirizes the deep south and its brand 


for any possible important develop- 
ments in the Soviet-Nazi war he had 
not prepared a regular script, but 
would discuss the background of 
Russo-German history. Ensuing talk, 
apparently delivered extemporane- 
ously from notes, was illuminating 
and very interesting 


Bob Hannon 
subbing for 


and Fredda Gibson, 
Lanny Ross on the 


Franco-American spaghetti series on} 


CBS, provided a pleasant quarter- 
hour of melody Thursday (7) night. 


Hannon pinch-hit for Ross once 
before. Has an appealing voice and 
expressive singing style and has 


been going ahead fast. Miss Gibson 
is an infectious rhythm singer with 
unusual vocal color. Also heard on 
the show was the quartet, Three 
Cats and a Canary. Del Sharbutt is 
the m.c. and announcer. First com- 
mercial was a blunt assault on the 
listener, but the second, involving 
use of the boys in the band, was in- 
geniously planned and expertly pro- 
duced. 
_— 


‘Mystery Man,’ a radio edition of 
Mary Roberts Rinehart’s ‘Circular 
Keystone,’ must come as a change of 
pace to those listening to most of the 
daytime marathon of heart throb- 
bers. The emphasis in this General 
Mills’ quarter-hour (NBC Red) is 
on spine tingles rather than romance, 
although the latter is not entirely 
omitted. An instaliment heard on 
a sweltering July afternoon ended 
with the discovery of the body of 
the old caretaker in the Catskill 
mountaintop Armstrong = mansion. 
He apparently had been scared to 
death by the two unknown men who 
led him to bring a faked message 
from the heroine to the hero.’ The 


latter was bound to a railroad track? 


with another forged note in which 
he confessed to a bank robbery and 
‘dispairing’ was ready to be run over 
by a train. “The Mystery Man,’ in 


his before and after narration, helps | 


to create a shuddering mood. 





BERT WHEELER 
With Hank Ladd 


| Comedy 


OLD GOLD 
Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 
KFI, Los Angeles 


(J. Walter Thompson) 
Hoke lift that this Tommy Riggs 
(and Betty Lou) entry needed is 


plentifully supplied by Bert Wheeler 
and his annoying stooge, Hank Ladd, 
who vocally is not unreminiscent of 
one Fred Allen. It is patent that 
their material is written down to 
the hokey level of the middle-road- 
ers, the smart routines that endeared 
to nitery and theatre audi- 


Comment | 
| 
| 


| 


| 





| When 


the intellectual grasp of the less dis- | 


cerning dial gentry, all ages. This 
llatter may be important to widen 
|C.A.B. base of Betty Lou. Wheeler 
lis not too worldly for the kids. For 
| example, ‘Cab Calloway’s wife can't 
iwater the lawn any because 
| he hi-dee-ho’s’ (he got off with that 
;one). 

It’s smart 
Wheeler’s part 


more 


ip on 
just 


showmansh 
He can be 


as 


| fast as some of the flip comics, but 
this is not the place for it The 
Thompsonites booked him for a 
» ’ } 
guest shot coupla weeks 1gO and de- 
i|cided then and there to keep him 


on as a permanent fixture 

| The idea of a pest on the program 
lis still okay for comedy purposes, 
and here Hank Ladd fills the bill to 
| Zoo keeving Wheeler riled 
land foiling the gags in his dry-crisp 
lstvle. Material on this catching had 
ito do largely with characters in the 
| comie sections, the heavy play being 
lon the exploits of ‘Dick Tracy’ and 
| ‘Superman.’ They gradually eased 
into a ribbing routine on composers, 


id effect, 


= 


and later Wheeler soloed for a 
i whopping bit with a schoolmarm 
| His crossfire with Betty Lou was 
ismartly juvenilish, or is ‘cute’ the 

word? 

The ‘something ne\° that nas 
edded’ . in..the... Wheeler-Ladd, 
| should help He 


| ‘STRICTLY FROM DIXIE’ 


With Helena Horne, Elizabeth Coun- 
cil, Henry Levine orchestra 


115 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Friday, 6:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
Somewhat in the same way 


‘Chamber Music Society of Lowe! 


air musl 
this new NBC _ sustainer 
good-natured fool 
ing and an amusing show, with a 
deft blend of music and comedy. 
It should build: a loyal, if perhaps 
specialized, audience. ee eae 

As indicated, the idea is ‘Strictly 
from Dixie’ corn. Opening and 
closing theme is a couple of bars of 
‘Dixie,’ played by Henry Levine's 
brassy band, first in ultra-languid 
tempo and then in old-fashioned Jazz 
style. Outfit plays a couple of num- 
bers during the show proper, also in 
jazz rhythm, but skillfully arranged. | 
Helena Horne, who has appeared on | 
‘Basin Street’ as well as in person at | 
the downtown Cafe Society, N. Y., | 
does two vocals. On Friday's (1) 
edition they were a swing version | 


of het jazz. It’s 


| for the Martha Deane title is 


20 Winks 


Have you noticed that around 
fourish or fiveish in the morning 
the all-night announcers in Man- 
hattan go poetic on you? Kip- 
ling’s ‘If’ is as popular with them 
in August as with graduating 
classes in June. Over at WOR 
Jerry Lawrence goes a little fur- 
ther. He’ll spend an hour or two 
collecting an audience and then 
spring the rebroadcast of a fizht 
(for 50 minutes), or Gilbert and 





Sullivan (for 30 minutes), or 
Morgan (forever). But by the 


time Lawrence gets his fight re- 
broadcast on the air the morn- 
ing papers have been on the 
street for hours, and as for G&S 
at 4:22 ‘Tit Willow’ is hardly 
socko...So double features are 
tough to sit through? Well, what 
about those double-headers 
where the second game starts at 
5:11? Lay a bet that those are 
the days Red Barber earns his 
dough...Bands can cling to a 
theme melody so long they risk 
becoming ‘dated.’ Take a theme 
tune which has been pumped up 
to mild acceptance as a pop tune 
and then has dwindled and drib- 
bled from hearing. Yet the 
originating band keeps right on 
using the same song, despite that 
the thrill is gone. That band is 
just as apt to chase listeners 
with such a theme as attracts 
them. And that’s why Tommy 
Tucker’s “Oh, How I Love You” 
may be a load around his neck. 

Shudders of the week: The 
shameless plugging of the fol- 
lowing tunes by the following 
bands—Lopez, ‘There’s a Voice 
in the Valley’; Irv Carroll, 
‘There Ain’t Any Chorus’; Spi- 
vak, ‘Combination Salad’; Les 
Brown, ‘No Potatoes.’ 








MARTHA DEANE 
With George Hogan 
Women’s Talk 
20 Mins., Local 
Participating 
Mon.-Fri., 2 p.m. 
WOR, New York 
Attachment of WOR, New 


(Marion Young) 


York, 
more 
than a sentimental one. Station 
coined hefty profit from the program 
when Mary Margaret McBride han- 
dled it as a 45-minute daily stint. 
Miss McBride went to CBS 
last year, Bessie Beatty took over 
the Martha Deane tag, but she con- 


tinued to use her own name and 
presently dropped the air-title en- 
tirely. Anyway, Miss Beatty is too 
direct and factual for the kind of 
femme dialers who craved Martha 
| Deane’s garrulous ramblings. So 
Miss Beatty continues her own dis- 
tinctive series, while WOR last week 
brought in Marion Young, forme! 
newspaper woman, to be Mariha 


Deane 

Program is now a 20-minute ses- 
sion (several days a week it runs 25 
minutes) and, at present, 
participating sponsors. Presuma 


} 
i 

the length will be extended to th 
' 


former 45 minutes, when and if Miss 
Young builds a sizable audience and 
the resultant sponsors. As heard 
Friday (8) afternoon, she inde 

inexperienced and a trifle nervou 

yet surprisi! gly casual for a a 
facing 20 minutes of more or le id 
| lib palavering about femme c 


chat, with only an occasional word 
from announcer George Hogan to 
keep the conversational gears mov- 
ing. She has an agreeably caln 
voice, and a 


no perceptible accent 
likably informal manner And if 
is capable 


of judging purely 


nas no } 
) 


‘CLASS OF ’41’ 
With Al Bernie, Gwen Davies, Arnold 
Stang, Jim Backus, Eddie O’Shea 
30 Mins. 
FORECAST NO. 7 
Monday, 9% p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
A hodge-podge of mimickry, song 
and patter this one was ‘produced’ 
by the unoriginal radio method of 
calling a bunch of acts something 
else. The faith of radio producers in 
‘captions’ is touching. The caption 
‘more pretentiously called the for- 


|mula) is the selling idea, the pack- 


lage. 





| 


| 
| 


There’s nothing characteristic- 
ally youthful about this program ex- 
cept the insistence of the producers 
that they are all kiddies and the 
make-believe that seasoned troupers 
like Al Bernie are newcomers. A 
program like this with its fake and 
pointless emphasis upon mere youth- 
fulness merely attempts to do with 
an orchestra and professionals what 
Major Bowes does with a piano and 
amateurs. It clutters up the running 
with unnecessary allusions to age. 
Actually it may subtly belittle its 
own talent by reiterations of new- 
ness, untriedness, deservingness. 


Al Bernie’s routine of 
Broadway columnists is sharp-eyed 
and first-rate. 
youth? It’s not youth. It’s 
Bernie. And how old Al Bernie is, 
since he’s not a child prodigy, seems 
unimportant. It seems unimportant, 
too, whether Gwen Davies, who puts 
over a song very neaily, is young. 
It’s not age but talent that counts. 
(Soft flesh helps, too, maybe!) 

The routine about walnut juice 
wherein advertising is taken for a 
spoofing ride is sophisticated stuff. 
Nothing particularly Class of -’41 


about that. The college writers! 
might explore the theme. So might 
Robert Benchley, no youth. And 


surely the experienced Lynn Mur-| 


ray isn’t palmed off as 
debutante. 

What a lot of meandering, blur- 
ring, self-conscious line of gab all 
this ‘Class of ’41’ captioning is. Like 
a tedious master of ceremonies that 
won't let an informal show be in- 
formal. 

Actually there was a lot of good 
material and talent crammed in this 
sample. Almost too much. First- 
rate tempo was maintained. Fresh, 
little touches were noticeable at 
many points. The patter about the 
Grogansberg garlic queen was droll. 

But what was that Greek chorus 
saying and why all this just-gradu- 
ated flapdoodle? Who cares if they 
just graduated. But, of course, that’s 
hogwash. 

Is America ripe to be sold stand- 


a male- 


ard next-to-closing acts as new- 
comers? Land. ° 
MARCELLE WELLINGTON 

Songs 

| 15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 


guy 
femme gab, her stuff sounded as i 
it might be excellent fodder for 
housewife listeners, if somewhat so- 
porific for men. 

Opening with the reading of a let- 
ter from a listener in Norwalk, Conn.., 
Miss Young chattered about silk 
stockings, the care of furs and fur 
( tne I ind iil ire ing 
e - ee ob one Py Oe mee o> "to o>) > 
g T 1deG appa! 
of alr-are ¢ ( f r 
M:; I} ( a 18) 

hair, permane! etc A € 
: 3 once or twice ana 
V » 4 | ad f 

é 

P f H ¢ é 

e ev » so Miss Y g re 
marke she 1 to go H 
gan's sig! ff as casual 23 terse. 

Hobe. 
of ‘Swing Low’ and, in touching 
tribute to Eddie Leonard, whose | 
death occurred just a few days 
previous, ‘Ida.’ Miss Horne is a 
highly inflammable singer. 


One of the best touches on the 
show is the ’way down in Dixie con- 
tinuity of Paul Phillips, which is de- 
liciously read by Elizabeth Council 
in a ‘suth’n’ accent that is indeed 
‘Strictly from Dixie.’ Incidentally, | 
before joining NBC, scripter Phillips 


wrote ‘Flow Gently, Sweet Rhythm,’ 


and ‘Golden Treasury of Song’ on | 


CBS and he’s now alternating w'th 
Welbourn Kelley on ‘Basin Street. 
William Wilgus does an expert pro- 


Hobe. 


| 


| duction job on ‘Strictly from Dixie.’ | 


WNYC, New York 

Mechanical voice of Miss Welling- 
ton is aired once weekly on New 
York’s municipally owned 
Her semi-trained vocals are 
ered in cold, brittle style. 
shading and feeling. In addition, 
her piano accompaniment is too Joud, 
continually drawing attention away 
from the vocals, something a back- 
ground should not do. 

To inject something different show 


deliv- 


is produced with a ‘message,’ con- 
tained in the first letters of each | 
title. ‘Valencia’ and ‘In a Little 


Spanish Town’ telegraphed this par- 


spoofing | 


But why peddle it as! 
Al | 


outlet. | 


Lacks | 


—_ 


'‘SHELL COMES TO THE PARTY’ 
30 Mins, 
| SHELL OIL 
| Thursday, 9:15 p.m. 
KNX, Hollywood-Regional 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

This modest package of eniertain- 
ment has lots of value. It's a cross- 
sectulon of a dozen ideas with ihe 
best aspects retained and neatly 
wrapped for home aelivery. What 
helps make it listenerable is its light 


| 
| 
| 


treatment and frivolous handling by 
Art Linkletter. 

Big idea is to have Linkletter 
‘crash’ parties, quiz the guests, play 
games with them, pass out a few gag 
prizes and toss in some music to 
keep out the dead air. Competitors 
will in time undoubiedlv call it ‘the 


old shell game.’ 

Happy choice for the opener was 
the Aviation Country Club’s annual 
summer frolic, a get-together of pi- 
lots living in southern California. 
Jimmy Mattern pitched in with 
Linkietter to keep the mike warm, 
and Charles Correll (Andy of A. & 


A.) performed a three-act drama, 
running time, one minute, reciting 


|*Mary Had a Little Lamb’ in tragic, 
romantic and comedy style. It was 
a howl all the way. 

Pair of femme fliers with 
sense of humor added 
spice. They played along in a ‘non 
| stop flight to nowhere,’ in which 
| towns were called off in alphabetical 
sequence cued by the le‘ter. com- 
pleted limericks and carried off such 
gag prizes as portable landing field 
(window blind), zipper for air 
' pockets, stepladder for altitude, hom- 
| ing pigeon, etc. Incidental music by 
| Don Roland’s tunesmiths sufficed to 
| plug the seams but the chanting of 
| Pat McKay was off the beam. Ted 
Hediger handled the production for 
a smooth first flight. Next week 
Linkletter bounds in on a_ beach 
party, sans script or plants. 
| Incidentally, Shell comes to the 
networks for the first time since 
parting company with Joe Cook five 
| years ago. Nine stations of the Co- 
lumbia Pacific network are carry- 
| ing the program, which spreads east- 
| ward if the oilers are properly im- 
| pressed. 
| First tankful was high octane en- 


nice 
considerable 





tertainment. Helm. 
ee ae 
'“‘HOPALONG CASSIDY’ 
Western Melodrama 
30 Mins. 
FORECAST No. 8 
Monday, 9:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

Although long familiar to fiction 
and screen, Cassidy is a latecomer 
for radio. He will sound to many 
remarkably like WXYZ's successful 
creation, ‘The Lone Ranger.’ It’s the 


|same Robin Hood formula, the same 
quick-on-the-draw hero who coolly 
extricates himself and all virtuous 
colleagues from the worst predica- 
ments arranged by evil men, mostly 
rustlers. The Detroit program- 
builders have the advantage of the 
William Tell gallop music and that 
classic school yell, ‘Hi Yo, Silver.’ 
The production embellishments 
lavished upon Cassidy (no credits 
| given by CBS over the air) in this 
Hollywood-produced radio sample of 
|the Paramount marathon hero could 
not make it sound like anvthing spe- 
cial or different. The plot was from 
|early Tom Mix, the listener had to 
| be prepared to meet the piece on its 


own somewhat frayed terms. Stand- 
|ard western hoke—ves. Is there a 
market for it? Possibly. The name 
has value, the CBS unspinning is 


plausibly realistic 


ticular ‘note.’ ‘V for Vic’ dry nas } But it sure requires a willingr ess 
had eve! exploitation but ky-|to be amused that cannot be vuni- 
vriting Wood. versally presumed Land 

_— ae - ———— pa _ ee 
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Turn to Columbia Transcriptions 
NEW YORK | 
199 Seventh Avenve One of the many great national — 
esiieead that heve found what they want ia the 5 oo 
e 
° - greased-lightolng paneer S pct 
id H. misiges ave. Columbia Transcription Servic ee » Sree 
Whitehall 008 Gos Like Batten, Barton, © e ehap 
. Lac., demand the best for ee ered 
nouvwees sepreciate Columbia's ulktra-m 
wren OPP efficient service. 
pag incmee te ment... and smooth, 














4 


‘ 
$ 
: 
: 
: 
| 
. 


sebehage St 


— aed 
eA SP SIR IOR tO 


BREA Re ee rm RN eR Ne PORTS 





i 
: 
i 








are 


2 


PO inn 


Panes einine beaesen 


ee 
anally 


46 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 13, 191] 





CONCERT 


American Ballet Doing Well In 
Argentine, Even Nazi Press Okay; 


Conductor Flys Ahead of Troupe 


By RAY JOSEPHS 
Buenos Aires, Aug. 5 

Biggest, longest and most costly 

South American tour ever skedded | 


by a U.S. show group, current five- | 
months Latindom expedition of The | 
American Ballet being closely 
watched both as a trial of S.A. re- 
action to big-time Yanqui traveling 
units and as a test of whether such 
efforts can be commercially success- 
fui. 

Score following local stop which 
abeut marks the half way point is 
not conclusive but generally the 
opinion seems to be that while bal- 
leteers haven't hit any jackpot, | 
they've done quite o.k. artistically 
and just about even with the pesos 
and milreis. 


is 


Question of just how much help, 
finincially or otherwise, is being sup- 
plied by Nelson Rockefeller’s Com- 
mittee on Cultural Activities and 
the U.S. State Department is some- 
thing no one wants to talk about 
here. 

One point already made apparent } 
by the current tour is that the trans- 
portation nut for the company of 50, | 
estimated in this case at about | 
$35,000 (U. S.) for the round trip and 
the weekly payroll of more than 
$3,000 which goes on regardless of 


long jumps, is the steepest hurdle 
and one likely to become increas- | 
ingly difficult. Transport charges | 


are getting higher here and in many 


cases there’s no room, even when 

you have the cash. | 
Partial to Yank Lingo 

Another important point which 


Lincoln Kirstein, Ballet’s 34-year-old 
Director General, managed to catch 
on to pretty early was that Latins 
don’t want anything Latin in com- 
panies from the States. Idea of in- 
cluding local material was dropped 
when it was found that purely U.S. 
numbers like ‘Filling Station’ and 
‘Billy the Kid’ outdrew everything 
else in applause and comment. Bra- 
zilians, Argentines and Uruguayans | 
who've seen them so far insist Latin 
themes are like flashlights on Broad- 
way; there’s no need for ‘em. 
Necessity for what to most local- 
ites are extremely high prices was 
another difficulty. B.A. prices, for 
example. ran from $2.50 U.S. to $1.30. 


While this is not excessive when 
compared to opera and concert at- 
tractions, its way over the average 


two and two and a half peso charge 
for the best films and consequently 
difficult for the average theatre goer. 
Double-Crossing Nazis 

Many of the troubles expected 
never materialized. For some-reason 
the Nazi press he which usually 
slaps at everything Yanqui gave the | 


re 


troupe such good notices that the 
American colony is still trying to 
dope out what it’s all about. Lan- | 


guage troubles, especially with stage 
crews and moving companies which | 
haven’t had experience in this line, | 
were also small according to Bob 
Avray, stage manager. Equipment 
was weak but 


lighting. 
To make connections troupe had 
to ride the Spanish steamer, Cabo de 


+ 


| will 


group had _ been | 
warned and brought most of its own | 





Berkshire’s Record 


Lennox, Mass., Aug. 12. 

The second week of the Berk- 
shire Festival closed Sunday 
(10), with a new record for at- 
tendance set, the figures being 
close to 30,000. On Saturday (9), 
a crowd of 11,000 witnessed the 
concert, the highest single day 
total in the eight years of the 
Festival's existence. 

Boston Symphony under Serge 
Koussevitzky has more than lived 
up to its reputation here. 








assembled for him, and baton out a 
satisfactory accompaniment. After 
Santiago, however, its expected that 
a two-pisno team will have to sup- 
ply the music. Michael Horwitz, 
formerly with Sol Hurok 
manager and Sociedad Musical Dan- 


Is 


Georges Balanchine, listed as di- 
rector of choreography, is getting 
most of the publicity because of his 
name, even though he’s not dancing. 
Lew Christensen, maestro of dancing 
and choreography and Marie-Jeanne, 
primera ballarina, have both rated 
excellent notices throughout, 





T. L. Thomas’ Concerts 


While With Stroh Program 


Thomas L. Thomas a tour 
ef 20 cities Sept. 18 in Toronto. 

The baritone will continue to star 
on the Stroh-Brewery broadcast over 
WJR, Detroit, each week. 


opens 


Helen Jepson Flies West 


| 
i 
| 
| 


tour | 


iel is handling the bookings. Al- | 
/fonso DeQuesada, son of Ernesto De | 
Quesada who owns Daniel is also 
along. 





Milwaukee, Aug. 12. 
Helen Jepson, Met soprano, ap- 
peared in concert here Aug. 5 at | 
Blatz Park, and then flew to Cali- 


| fornia to coach in new roles she may 


assume at the Met in the fall. She 
is booked to appear in Tacoma on 
Aug. 13. 

Soprano has 30-35 dates lined up 
for the next concert season. 


Erica Morini Starts Nov. 1 


Erica Morini, often rated the 
world’s greatest woman violinist, 
make 18 appearances next 
son, launching her tour in 
Nov. 1, 


sea- 
Toronto 


Swarthout Big in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Aug. 12. 


Gladys Swarthout in ‘Carmen’ at | Taylor 


| Martinelli at Trib Event 


Giovanni Martinelli, having fin- 
ished his season with the Cincinnati 
Opera Co.. will make two appear- 
ances in Chicago this month, singing 
for the Chicago Tribune at Soldiers’ 
Field on Aug. 16, and at Grant Park 
on the 2lIst. 

cation in Connecticut till the middle 
| of September when he will launch 
ihis 29th annual concert tour of the 
u. 

| He booked with the Chicago 
'and Met, rejoining the latter house 
in December. 


is 


MEROLA OPERA 
IN NORTHWEST 


San Francisco, Aug. 12. 

The Gaetano Merola San Francisco 
Opera Co. leaves on a tour of the 
Northwest on Sept. 28. 
2 in Portland with ‘Rigoletto.’ 

Cast will include Jussi Bjoerling, 
Bidu Sayao, and, it is hoped, Law- 
rence Tibbeit. 








Name Concert Dates 


(Aug. 13-23) 





Marian Anderson—Atlantic City 


(16). 

John Barb‘rolli—(cond. L.A. Phil- 
harmonic) Hollywood Bowl (15). 

Benrv Goodman—(with Budanest 
String Quartet) at Ravinia Park, Chi. 
(17). 

Morton Gould—(cond. NYA orch) 
Lewisohn stadium, N.Y. (18). 

Perey Grainger—Round Lake, N.Y 
(21). 


Serge Koussevitzky—(cond. Boston 


r 


Symph) Berkshire festival, Stock- 
bridge, Mees. (14-17). 
James Melten—Toronto (14): Mil- 


waukee (19); White Sulphur Springs 
(21) 

Yehudi Menuhin— (with L. A. 
Philharmonic, Howard Barlow cond.) 
Hollywood Bowl (19). 

Gregor Piatigorsky—(with 
Philharmonic, Albert Coates 
Hollywood Bowl (14). 

Paul Reobeson—(with L. A. Phil- 
harmonic, Richard Hageman cond.) 
Hollywood Bow! (2). 

Artur Podzinski—(cond. L.A. Phil- 
harmonic) Hollywood Bowl (22). 


ba. Bes 


cond.) 


Artur Rubinstein—(with N.Y. 
Philharmonic) Lewisohn — stadium, 
N.Y. (38). 


Alexander Smallens—(cond. N. Y. 
Philharmonic) Lewisohn — stadium, 
N.Y. (13): Ceond. N. Y. Philharmonic) 
Madison Square Garden, N.Y. (19). 

Frederick Stock—(cond. National 
Highschool Orch) National Music 
camp, Interlochen, Mich. (17). 

John Charles Thomas—Chautau- 
qua, N.Y. (17); Bay View, Mich. (21). 


| Al Goodman’s orchestra and Deems 
will support her. 


Bueno Esperanza from Brazil to Ar- the Zoo Opera pulled in 4,535 ad-/is designed as a family hour with 


everywhere and living under condi-|Giovanni Martinelli in “Trovatore.’| this year will probably be Marina | 


tions which has caused 
press to demand action. 
first-class accommodations, however, 
and it wasn’t so bad. 
Up to now Emanuel 


the local 


Balaban 


EIT PPL LTE BM ROD Ot NN CT A OP DPD th) Pie MMM sical works pre~ 
the ‘Hell Boat because its jammed |son’s last performance, breaking last | sented. 
with European refugees, sleeping | year’s all time record of 4,501 set by} Swarthout's new role at the Met 


The mezzo also clocked around 4,000 | in ‘Boris Godunoff’ with Alexander 


town, 
| Miss Swarthout 


| is 


They had | admissions for her ‘Mignon’ while in 


booked on the 
of | Coca-Cola hour on Aug. 24, and on 


the Eastman School of Music who is} Aug. 31 she starts radio contract for 


conducting the orchestra has been 
able to fly ahead, rehearse the crew 


| Prudential Life on a 45-minute pro 


| gram from 5-5:45 Sundays over CBS. 














ARRY 


—Came Back 
After His 


Direction: 





Who Said—“‘They Never Come Back?” 


With Philadelphia Symphony 
August 7th 
—They Wouldn’t Let Him Off 
At Lewisohn Stadium, New York, August 9th 
Scheduled: Rochester Civic. November 9 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 


ADLE 


for 1l Bows 


Concert 


Kipnis mentioned as the prospective 
| ‘Boris.’ 
Settles Chorus Overtime 
Cincinnati, Aug. 12. 

Settlement of claims by chorus 
|members for payment of overtime 
i rehearsals, made through the 
| 


American Guild of Musical Artists, 
| was reached on the last day. Ar- 
bitrators awarded $205 to the choris- 
ters, Threat of a walkout was 
|}averted Wednesday (6) when the 
, chorus group consented to the offer 
| of Oscar F. Hild, managing director 
| of the Cincy Opera Association, that 
|Gladys Swarthout act as stake- 
| holder of $400 which Hild posted 
to guarantee the pay in question. 
At the hearing it was stated that 
Fausto Cleva, the opera maestro, 
had worked chorus members over- 
time without the knowledge of 
Hild, who also is president of Local 


| 











1 and an officer of the American 
Federation of Musicians, 


The tenor then will va- | 


; moment are CBS Paciiic 
Opens Oct. | 


| 


| Same agency also 


———— ee. 


Backwash of International Politics. 


Re-entry of Baccaloni Clouded—All Opera Feels 


Pinch of Singers Absent Because of War Barriers 














| Biz In S. F. 


| 


' Charles Crouch, head of the grocery 
chain. 

| Westco agency has pegged Jack 
Kirkwood of KFRC’s Breakfast Club 
on several baseball Lroadcasts via 
KROW and KQW to voice the 
Wheaties commercials, with the as- 
signment to become permanent if 
the fans respond to Kirkwood’s 
voice oomph. 


Continued from page 43 


shopping for 
time for two quarter-hour_. kid 
strips, one of them vacl Armstrong, 
which General Mills will underwrite 
this fall. With 30 minutes across 
the board as the prize, it’s under- 
stood that top contenders at the 
network 
stations, which would spin the discs 
simultaneously from 5:15 to 5:45 p.m. 

Columbia Coast web reportedly is 
taking the short end on Associated 


| Oil’s football sked this season, how- 


| ver. 


Although nothing is set yet, 
on the inside hear that the 
present plans call for 


those 
oiler’s 


By EDWARD SMITH 

Tightening restrictions against 
aliens, including tke freezing of 
funds by the United States, all cast 
a shadow of uncertainty over the 
forthcoming major opera seasons in 
the U. S. A. Typical of the predica. 
ments is the case of Salvatore Bac. 


caloni, comic basso of the Met 
Since his departure for South 
America, new Government con- 


ditions for re-entry raise the pos- 
sibility of his exciusion as an Italian 
citizen, As things stand now, Bac. 
caloni does not have the proper 





credentials for re-entry. 
This may be fixed by Francis Cop- 
picus of Columbia, Edward Johnson 


lof the Met, and Gaetano Merola of 


San Francisco, but there still is the 
question as to whether his opera and 
concert dates amounting to $45,000 


/could be paid to him directly. He 
may be limited to living and busi- 
ness expenses. Col. William Dono- 


van, attorney 
attempting to 


for Columbia, is now 
straighten out the 


| Situation. 


rela- | 


tively low-budget coverage confined | ’ 
are cutting down on Wagner, for the 


exclusively to the Mutual-Don Lee 
and NBC-Blue links, omitting the 
more powerful Red and CBS juicers 


| used in the past. 


KQW scraped up scme new biz 
this week also, selling Thor Washing 
Machines a participation in Judy 
Dean’s ‘Woman to Woman’ show, 
tieing a 7:45 am. daily 10-minute 
newscast to Federal Outfiting Co., 
and annexing Progressive Optical 


| System sponsorship for two shows. 


| Ann 


KGO: Lucky Stores (groceries), 
direct, one 60-minuce variety show; 
Fisherman's Grotto, through Yeo- 
& Foote, 13 participations, 
Holden Forum (renewal): Sir 
Francis Drake Hotel, direct, eight 
perticipations, Ann Holden Forum, 
and 28 announcements; Standard 
Beverages, through Emil Reinhardt, 
six participations (renewal); Som- 
mer & Kaufman through 
W. J. Wilkin, four participations and 
28 announcements; Elizabeth Hollo- 
way School of Theatre, through 
Shirley Walker, eight | articipations; 
Ice Follies, through Allied Advertis- 


mans 


(shoes), 


ing, 15 spots (renewal). 
KPO: Lucky Stores, direct, one 
one-hour variety show; Standard 


Beverages, through Emil Reinhardt, 
participations, International 
Kitchen (renewal); Sommer & Kaut- 
W. J. Wilkin, 


Sl< 


man (shoes), through 
four participations, International 
Kitchen; Thompson & Holmes, 


through Hutchins Adv., 13 transcrip- 


tions (renewal); Ice Follies, through 

Allied Advertising, 10 spots (re- 
newal). 

~ Comparative Unit Count | 

% of 

Aug.9. Aug.2?. Change 

Network ... 8,780 8,780 ee 

| Local .. 93,765 4,174 —9.8 

Nat’l Spot.. 1,799 1,720 + 4.5 

Total 14,344 14,674 +-2.2 


| ‘Carmen Draws 4,535 Topping Her Own ‘Mignon’ 
—Opens Radio Season on CBS Aug. 31 


Program |! 


*No change. 
(Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, K™ ), 
KSFO) 





MONTEUX’S SIESTA 


In Maine Retreat With 10 of His 
San Francisco Pupils 
Pie-re Monteux, conductor of San 
Frat..:sco Symphony is spending the 


All three major companies, New 
York, Chicago, and San Francisco, 


‘past ‘six years the biggest draw, 
since without Flagstad, Lauritz 
Melchior alone is not so great a 


| Hall recital on Oct. 27. 


in 
] 


j 


rest of summer at Hancock, Me., | 
where 10 of his pupils will study 
conducting with him. He and Mme. 
Monteux, who is a sister of Mrs. 


Meyer Davis, have bought 60 acres 
at Hancock and hope to start an 
artists’ colony there. 

The first Victor records to be made 
' by the San Francisco Symphony will 
|be issued in September. Monteux 
has just conducted in Robin Hood 
Dell, Philly, and Ravina Park, Chi- 
cago, 





Opera Dates 


(Aug. 13-23) 





‘Barber of Seville’— Triboro sta- 
dium, Randall’s Island, N.Y. (17). 





Arthur Carron’s Dates 


Arthur Carron, British tenor of 
the Met, opens his concert tour Nov. 
11 in Albany. 

Carron will have a dozen dates be- 





fore rejoining the Met in December. 





| 


draw, and Helen Traubel is not yet 
a sufficient b.o. attraction to replace 


; the Norwegian. 


Jussi Bjoerling’s absence may 
cause a rupture on the Coast, where 
Impresario Merola has been count- 


ing on the Swede as his principal 
tenor, while the Met was reviving 
‘Hugenots’ for kim, and Chicago 
planned to open its season with 
Bjoerling in ‘Ballo in’ Maschera.’ 
Giovanni Martinelli may be substi- 
tuted it he cannot get here. Bjoer- 


ling. however, has announced his in- 
tention of trying to fly from Norway 
to Lisbon and then to the U. S. 
Re-entry Puzzle 

The uncertainty surrounding 
Lawrence Tibbett’s vocal health will 
mean a cancellation of all ‘Otello’s, 
while Alessio de Paolis, Met second- 
ary tenor, may not get back from 
South America despite a re-entry 
permit. Others in the same boat 
clude Bruno Landi, Met 
Richard Tauber, Austrian tenor and 
a British subject, Alexander Sved, 
Met Hungarian baritone, Zinka Mil- 
anov, Met Czeck dramatic 
and Rene Maison, Belgian 
the Met. The latter three 
Axis dominated countries. 

Ettore Panizza, Met 
more fortunate since he owns an 
Argentine passport. Should war 
break out, Licia Albanese, and Stella 


in- 
lyric tenor, 


soprano, 
of 


to 


tenor 
belong 


conductor, 


1S 


Roman, Italian and toumanian 
sopranos of the Met, migkt run into 
the ame trouble as overtook 
Johanna Gadski, Margarete Obe 


and Karl Muck in World War No. 1. 


Conrad Thibault’s Tour 

Conrad Thibault opens a concert 
tour of some 20 dates with a Town 
The baritone 
is booked to the end of March. 

Ex-Philadelphian first came _ to 
celebrity as a radio singer but has 
been coaching for more serious stuff 
recent years. 


| Kolisch Quartet Re-Casts 


The personnel 
String quartet been changed, 
and the new organziation will have 
Leon Temerson as second violin, Ru- 
dolph Kolisch as first violin, Kurt 
Frederick, viola, and Stephan Auber, 
violacello. 

Group is now preparing bookings 
for the fall. 


of the Kelisch 


has 





JOHN TYERS OPERA ROLES 
Toledo, O., Aug. 12. 
John Tyers, young baritone - with 
the Toledo Civic Opera Company 
this summer, is set with the New 
Opera Company in New York City 


in ‘Cosi Fan Tutte’ and ‘La Vie 
Parisienne.’ 
Following this engagement, he 


joins the Nine O’Clock Opera Co. 
to sing the title role in a modern 
version of ‘The Marriage of Figaro,’ 
which will go on tour in Canada and 
the United States. 





Francia White and James Melton 
make a joint -ppearance at the Mil- 
waukee Shell on Aug. 19. The Wis- 
consin will be conducted by its new 
director, Jerzy Bojanowski. 
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Lewisohn Series Draws 330,000 





Helen Traubel Wagnerian Recital Worth $4,700 in 
Final Week of New York Concerts 








v 


The Lewisohn Stadium Concerts 
close down today (Wednesday), with 
a seasonal attendance of over 330,000, 
a jump of 35,000 from the 295,000 
figure last year. Through Sunday 
(10) the concerts, some 46 in num- 
ber, drew 303,820 admissions in a 
year which has seen 11 conductors, 
seven violinists, nine pianists, eight | 
singers, a clarinetist, a harmonica | 
player, a flutist, and a violincello 
player featured. 

Last week, starting Tuesday (5), | 
drew 6,000 admissions, or $2,800 for | 





a program of Beethoven, Shubert | 
and Strauss. Wednesday (6) Helen 
Traubel, Wagnerian soprano of the 
Met, drew 10,000 admissions, or $4,700 
for an all-Wagner concert. The so- 
prano today is the best of all Ameri- 
can singers for sheer voice, with her 
only rival Kirsten Flagstad, whom 
she will replace this year at the 
Met. Her offerings included two 
gongs by Wagner, two English en- 
cores, ‘Dich Teurle Halle’ from 
‘Tannhauser,’ ‘Du bist der Lenz’ 
from ‘Walkure,’ and the Immolation 
scene from ‘Gotterdammerung.’ All 
were sung with a variety of color, 
a tremendous crystal clear tone, and 


ROSALYN TURECK’S TOUR 


Will Do 30 Concerts—Booked by 
Charles Wagner 








Rosalyn Tureck, pianist, has been 
booked by Charles Wagner for 30 
concerts this fall, and opens her tour 
Oct. 25 with a Town Hall recital. 

Pianist will probably have another 
10-15 dates before the year is out. 





NELSON EDDY 


TO ‘REDEEM’ 
HIMSELF 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 12. 
Nelson Eddy’s 1942 booking on 
May Beegle concert series is for 
night of April 10 when, he told Pitts- 
burgh newspapermen who visited 








ringing top notes. 

Thursday (7) an all-Dvorak pro- 
gram drew 1,500 admissions, or $700, 
lowest of the week. 

Friday (8) Weber, Mozart, Men- 
delssohn, Ravel, Debussy, Chabrier, 
Schuman and Copeland drew 4,000, 
paying $1,800. 

Larry Adler OK Too 

Saturday (9) Larry Adler ap- 
peared as harmonica soloist in a pro- 
gram including his transcription for 
his own instrument of the Vivaldi 
Concerto and a number of shorter 
works. Remarkable versatility with 
his instrument featured Adler’s work, 
with the breath support covering 
over two octaves of range, the un- 
usual color and harmonic 
being secured, making it regretful 
that the artist saw fit to cheapen his 
impression with Broadway flash 
stuff of the ‘Blue Danube’ and ‘When 
Day Is Done.’ His handling of the 
rapid runs in Albeniz’s ‘Malaguena’ 
were tops, while the slow movement 
in the Bach ‘Sicilana’ produced ex- 
actly the opposite effect, and brought 
successive recalls for the soloist. At- 
tendance, 5,500, with gross $2,600 

Sunday (10) Dean Dixon, Negro 
conductor, made his Stadium debut 
in a Berlioz,’ Brahms, Lee, Bach, 
Mendelssohn, Liszt program, and 
drew an ovation from 5,000 listeners 


for his steady beat and thoroughly | 


workmanship job with the orches- 
tra. Gross was $2,300. 


HEIFETZ TO START 
HIS TOUR ON FEB. 6 








Jascha Heifetz will limit his tour | 


this fall to 25 concerts, playing from 
Feb. 6 to March 16. The violinist 
will make two extra appearances on 
March 26-27 with the Chicago or- 
cl. stra, making up for his having 
missed his first date in 20 years with 
that organization last year. 

Heifetz draws $3,000 to $3,500 a 
concert, tops in his field. The bal 
ance of the summer and winte: 
be spent resting and composing 
The tour is already sold out. 


Ruth Draper Set for 46 


Ruth Draper opens her fal 
Oct. 13 in Corning, N. Y. 

Dancer is booked for 45 recitals 
this year. 


will 





tour 





James Melton Draws SRO. 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 12. 
James Melton appeared here Aug. 
6 with the symphony orchestra sell- 
ing out to the tune of 2,500 admis- 
sions with 2,000 as an overflow. 


It was the biggest crowd in the | 


history of the symphony concerts. 





Raya Garbousova, cellist, has been 


the fall season and opens in Albany, 
Nov, 11, 


effects | 


Hollywood recently, he hopes to ‘re- 


| deem’ himself for his showing here} 


|last spring. Eddy was roundly 
|rapped by the local music crix for 
| being in such poor voice but told no- 
| body until after the concert that he 
| was suffering from a bad cold and 
shouldn’t have appeared in the first 
| place, 

| He only showed up, Eddy told Miss 
Beegle afterwards, because he didn’t 
want to disappoint her two seasons 
in a row. He had cancelled his 1940 
appearance here only a few days be- 
fore his scheduled appearance be- 
cause of a bad throat, forced local 
impresario to make refunds to an 
| over-capacity house. Same 
would have happened this time, but 
Eddy went through with his end of 
contract, suffering professionally, but 
doing a land-office biz. Next year, 
he says, he’ll be in shape for Pitts- 
burgh or know the reason why. 


thing | not expected to 


+ 


| from 


COMPANIES 
NOW PERFORMING 


Some Are Concert Attrac- 
tions—Some Are Educa- 
tional Undertakings — But 
Total Volume of Perform- 
ances Is New High for 
United States and Total 
Income From Admissions 
of Over $5,000,000 Is Ex- 
pected 





FULL LIST 





< 

There will be 28 opera companies 
either temporarily or permanently 
established in one city, or touring 
the country, during the fall and win- 
ter months. This is a record for the 
United States for all time. More 
cities will be visited this year than 
ever before and a gross income for 
opera of between $5,000,000 and $6,- 
000,000 is expected as another all- 
time high. 


Heading the list of companies is, 
of course, the Metropolitan, whose 
16-week season in N.Y. at a $7 top 
will be supplemented with a six- 
week tour. Tour is exected to fol- 
low last years’ route which will take 
the Met to Baltimore, Boston, Phil- 
adelphia, Hartford, Richmond, Dal- 
las, Atlanta, Rochester (N. Y.) and 
Albany. 

The San Francisco Opera Com- 
pany season, directed by Gaetano 
Merola, will be for four weeks and 
includes a tour of Portland, Seattle, 
Pasadena, Los Angeles, Sacramento 
and possibly Santa Barbara. 

The Chicago Opera Co. will open a 
five-week season on Nov. 8 but is 
tour. These three 
companies use practically the same 
talent with the latter two drawing 
from the Met’s best b.o. stars, for 
their shorter seasons. Fees paid run 
two to three times what the 
| Met offers. 





Wants to make local music crix eat | 


. . ' 
their words, although admitting they | 


were perfectly justified in putting 


him on the pan. 





Marj. Lawrence Improves 


But Doubtful She Can 


Mariorie Lawrence, dramatic so- 


Fulfill Autumn Dates «ves, «2 


The Cincinnati Summer Opera Co. 
| closed a six-week season on Aug. 9, 
the 20th of its existence, with a top 
gross for its history. It uses some 





| first rank stars and draws on some of | 


ithe lesser personnel of the Met. 


Other U. S. Cos. 
Other U.S. companies are: 
- ; Opera Co. 
performances and 
City this year. 


which 
may 


Louis 


ur to Kansas 


Opera Co. headed by Mrs. 


The New 


5 Lytle Hull, which plans on a Six- 
prano of the Met, whose legs became} week season for younger artists in 
paralyzed several months ase. ed N.Y. starting Oct. 14. 
not be sufficiently recovered this} 
en v : Alfre Salmaggi’s perpetual group 
vear to enable her to fill her fall} Alfredo Salmaggi’s perpetual grour 
iate | which pops up summer and winter 
dates. ; - os 

The singer is reported making for weekend performances in N. Y. 


progress, but slowly. 


Tuminia Road Tour 


The Philadeiphia Opera Co., giv- 
Dees st< O seven performance in the fall 
. . g 

Prior to Metropolitan O] 

Josephine Tuminia, Met coloratur: ;' of " 
has been booked for 18 conce ts fOr | on, aaah ‘ - weal ¥ 
the fall beginning Oct. 24 in New-j¢,, ( Co] 
port. The soprano is reported get- ] Ve hh 
ting $750 per concert. Mozart's ‘Imort + nennoeines 

Coloratura rejoins the Met for the!. nines -e M ie 

teend ; 9 alia } I | Le hciil 
complete season from Nov 24 to Charing Wanner’s Barber of @6- 

arr Sa >A > > e : . , 
March 14. Her new role will be in|. 0s 3.4 ‘pon Pa quale’ which i: 

| Coq qr. | booked for 50 performances together 


Olin Downes’ Series 


The 





Lecture Recitals of 


include Bruno Walter on Oct. 


and Edward Kiler:i on Feb. 4. 





Jean Watson, Canadian 


pear 1mm 


(Aug. 7. 


Olin | 
Downes, music editor of the N. Y. 
Times this year, under the auspices 
lof the Junior League Matinees will | 
22, | 
Joseph Szigeti on Nov. 19, Jarmila 
Novotna, Dec. 10; Yella Pessl, Rene 
Le Roi, and Janos Scholz on Jan. 4, 


contralto ! 
i has been signed by RCA Victor for a 
booked by NBC for 25 concerts for | series of recordings. Singer will ap- 
Toronto, her home town, on 


The week-end operas at Randall’s 
Tland, N. Y., six per- 
| forn 


which 


gave 


ances tnis mmer,. 


this fall. 
The Trenton Opera Co., which will 


|present five operas in the fall and 
| winter. 

| The Philadelphia La Scala. Co. 
|which plans on nine performances 


| during the fall. 
The Newark Opera Co. 


The Milwaukee Civic Opera Co. 
(an Educational project). 
The Flint, Mich., Opera Co. (also 


educational) with three performances 
| scheduled. 
San Carlo 
The San Carlo Opera Co., 
will have a 28-30 week tour of Port- 


land, Seattle, Toronto, . Spokane, 
Wash.: Chicago, Sal Lake’ City, 
| Blacksburg, Roanoke, Greensboro, 


.°: | 
which | 
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Revise AGMA Pact With Met Opera 





Must Notify Spring Tour Singers by Feb. 1—Met Pays 


for Chorus, Orchestra Only on Broadcasts 





FLAGSTAD SUBSTITUTE 


Stevens in 
‘Rosenkavalier’ for Merola 


Lotte Lehmann, Rise 





First booking change as a result 
of Kirsten Flagstad staying in Nor- 
way this winter, is the substitu- 
tion of ‘Rosenkavalier’ with Lottie 
Lehmann and Rise Stevens for ‘Tris- 
tan Und Isolde’ at°Gaetano Merola’s 
San Francisco Opera Co. 

Merola had sold out his Northwest 
tour on Flagstad’s name, and the 
‘Rosenkavalier’ substitution came as 
a result of the success the opera had 
last season, 


Elisabeth Rethberg, one of the 
Met’s leading sopranos since 1922, 
has prepared the role of ‘Isolde’ in 
‘Tristan Und Isolde’ this summer, 
and if needed is prepared to step 
into the breach caused by the ab- 
sence of Kirsten Flagstad. 

The Met, and other leading opera 
companies, have been planning to 
use Helen Traubel or Marjorie Law- 
rence in the role, but Miss Reth- 
berg may now be a dark horse con- 
tender. 


MILWAUKEE 100 
FESTIVE FOR 
NATIVES 


Milwaukee, Aug. 12. 


This town’s 8th annual midsum- 
mer festival on the lakefront, which 
attracted 1,500,000 during the nine 
days it ran, has brought so many 
squawks from theatres, drugstores, 
taverns, other business. establish- 
ments and people generally that city 
Officials are now working out plans 
to limit next year’s fete to five or 
Six days. 

Not only did complaints come 
from business houses, but people liv- 
ing along the lake shore kicked be- 











cause, due to the crowds, they were 
unable to get to or from their homes 
}except with the greatest difficulty, 


while nightly fireworks displays last- 
ing under nearly midnight prevented 
their getting any rest. 


| Nine for Lhevinne And 
12 More With His Wife 


| Josef Lhevinne has booked 
| for nine concerts by himself for the 
fall season, and will appear in 12 


been 


| others as a duo-pianist with his wife 
| Rosina. 

Lhevinne opens his own tour on 
Nov. 5, two day after he appear 
with h wife il ( t recital in Gary 
Ind.. Nov. 3. 


Rock Hill, Augusta, Sioux Falls, Phil- 


adelphia, Albany, Gi Macon, Tal 
iahassee, Milwaukee Whe nf W 
Va.; Pittsburgh Detroit Grand 
Rapids, Cedar Rapid Ia. Mobile 
and Jackson. 

| The Juilliard School Opera sing- 


| ers’ presentation of ‘Nozze di Figaro,’ 
| has been set at Columbia for the ex- 
| traordinary total of 80 dates. 

The New England Opera Co. will 
| put on three performances this fall. 





The Allentown Opera Co. plans 
on five or six. 
Salvatore Baccaloni’s Vignettes 





are booked solidly ard sold out for 
| all the time the Met basso can be 
| spared by that organization. 
| Hollywood Bowl put on two this 
: and plans more next year. 
The Monte Carico Co. gave one,per- 
formance in N. Y.: the N. Y 
| Opera Co. is negotiating. now 
| AGMA, National .La Scala 
} Co. gave three in the Northwest 


with 


and the 


Gr and’! 


A ———-----—- — 


No new contract with the Ameri- 
can Guild of Musical Artists was 
necessary this summer for the 
Metropolitan to sign, but minor 
changes were made in last year’s 
agreement, first in the Met's, or 
AGMA’s, history. This year the 
Met must notify artists desired for 
the spring tour by Feb. 1, rather 
than the March 15 date of last sea- 
son. 

Met singers are allowing the com- 
pany to broadcast, gratis, operas in 
which they appear, but the Met must 
pay the chorus and orchestra men 
$8 extra per broadcast. 


DELL MAKES 
$3,900 PROFIT 


Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 

The Robin Hood Dell wound up 
its most successful season last night 
(Monday) with $3,500 left on the 
right side of the ledger. It was the 
first time in the Dell’s 12-year his- 
tory that it had finished in the black. 
The $3,500 will be used toward the 
paying off of last year’s deficit. 

The achievement was largely due 
to $5,000 netted at last night’s con- 
cert which was billed as a ‘benefit’ 
for the deficit. The entire Dell per- 
sonnel, including members of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, ushers, 
backstage help, and even  con- 
ductor Eugene Ormandy, contrib- 
uted their services gratis. Only one 
paid was Artur Rubinstein, pianist- 
soloist, and he took a voluntary cut 
in his usual fee. 

Gate receipts for the season, out- 
side of last night’s benefit, was $75,- 
1000. In addition, $21,000 was raised 
| by a pre-season gift campaign. Cost 
|for Dell operation was $97,500. 


| te a 

Bob Ely’s 80th Birthday 

| Emphasizes the Growth 
| Of New York's Town Hall 


Town Hall, Inc., New York, will 














give a dinner Sept. 12 at the Astor 
hotel, N. Y., to celebrate the 80th 
birthday of Robert Erskine Ely, 
director of the organization (and its 
forerunner, the League for Political 
Education) for nearly 40 years. Par- 
treipating in the affair will be the 
‘Economic Club, which Ely founded 
in 1907 and of which he is also a 


director. Celebration will also mark 


the completion of more than 20 years 


of the Town Hall as an entertain- 
ment-educational center of New 
York 

Since the erection of the Town 
Hall building in January, 1921, it 
has been the scene of approximately 
12.220 events.of various kind with 
an estimated attendance of 8.855.840 
Town Hall, Inc., sponsored 5,120 of 
the event held there Of the total 


4 


events taking place fhere, 5,760 were 
isical and 2,180 were lecture 
Besides musical debuts, the 
of many 
aa 


‘firsts,’ such as the first known pub- 


Hall 
been the scene notable 
iment with sound in 
bination with motion picture In 
1935, the radio program, ‘America’s 
Town Meeting of the Air,’ originated 
in Town Hall, with George V. Denny, 
Jr., at that time Ely’s assistant, 
directing. Either on the radio pro- 
gram or at non-broadcast events, 
many celebrated names have ape 
peared on the Town Hall platform. 


Zimbalist Set for 15 


Efrem Zimbalist, who now heads 
the Curtis Music School in Phila- 
| delphia, has been booked for 15 con- 
eerts for the coming fall season. Bal- 
ance of his time will be spent in 
teaching. 
| Violinist will appear Feb. 27 and 
‘28 with the Philadelphia Orchestra. 


expe! com- 
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A comprehensive and detailed analysis of the 





orchestra world. Designed for permanence as a 
B.O. Barometer to the Band Buyer and Booker. 
Augmented with authoritative and informative edi- 


torial textina... 


SPECIAL SECTION IN 


JET 


SEPTEMBER 17 ISSUE 





Boxoffice reflections of the big and small 

orchestra in relation to the all time show- 

business standard... 

THE DOLLAR AND CENTS DRAWING 
POWER OF AN ATTRACTION IN: 

RADIO 

» THEATRES 

ONE-NITE STANDS 

» HOTELS 

» COIN MACHINES 

» RECORDS 

» NITE CLUBS 

» CLASS CAFES 
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Inside Stuf—Orchestras 


Macy’s squawk against the use of pre-release masters of dance ban 
recordings on local aks owe aid’ mena a thing in the life of at lead 
one platter jockey, WOV's Dick Gilbert. Gilbert, who conducts the ‘Latin 
American Rhythms’ and ‘The Fifth Avenue Troubadour’ record sessiong 
each night gets ‘so few good records a week, it doesn’t matter much to me. 
I'd rather build a good program than be first with any record. I probably 
would never play most of the pre-release masters anyway.’ 








Gilbert set a speed record for recording when he etched an origina] 
number with Xavier Cugat's orchestra on Columbia Records. Song, tg 
which Gilbert contributed title and lyrics, is ‘I Love the Conga.’ Gifbert 
sang the ditty in English and Miguelito Valdes did a Latin version. 

Columbia has set release date as Sept. 26, when the tune will be in. 
cluded in a ‘Conga With Cugat’ album. E. B. Marks will publish. 





It took Tommy Dors almost six hours et week to go through an 
operation for the remové&) of tonsils at Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, 
Leader resisted the effects of anesthetic almost an hour and, after the cut- 
ting was finished, was unconscious for almost five hours. He left the 
hospital Monday (11). 

After taking couple weeks to recuperate Dorsey and his band begin a 
stand at the Paramount theatre, N. Y., Aug. 27. 

The symphonic-rhumba style of music Xavier Cugat plans to use in a 
series of concerts this fall, beginning at Carnegie Hall, N.Y., in October, 
will also be inscribed on Columbia Records. Cugat will shortly begin 
recording special Latin material written and played symphonically, using 
a 45-piece orchestra. Results will be released on Columbia's higher 
priced Blue Label releases. 

Leader’s normal sized 14-piece band is at the Waldorf hotel, N.Y. 





One of the few tunes ever to be recorded without first being arranged 
On paper was cut by Benny Goodman in Chicago last week. Goodman 
crew grooved the tune, ‘Pound Ridge,’ via what is called a ‘head’ (mem- 
orized) arrangement. Such attempts are rare among full-sized bands, 
though they're common with small jazz outfits. 

‘Pound Ridge’ got its title from Goodman's new home in Connecticut. 





Stanley Fritts, leader of the Korn Kobblers sextette, gets unusual billing 
on the group’s broadcast shots via WOR, N.Y., from The Flagship, New 
Jersey roadhouse. He's tabbed, ‘The World’s Greatest Trombone and 
Trumpet Player—In the Low Price Field.’ 

Kobblers is the group of instrumentalists who do all their stuff on toy 
instruments. 


After 71 weeks of airing from Hotel St. Francis, Albert S. Samuels 
Jewelry Co. has shifted its Art Linkletter dancer-interviews to the Palace, 
only other Frisco hostelry with Sunday night terping. Show airs from 
the Rose Room via KSFO. 


On the Upbeat 








| Dick Wharton orch at Ramage’s 


| Blue Room, Beach Arlington, N. . 


ioe to Hotel Philadelphia Sept. 25 | Artie Shaw Playing 


|for an indef return engagement. 


| oe | Dance Dates But Sti!l 
| Bonny Boyd replaces Dee Keating ‘ 
| : | Cherishes Concert Idea 


as vocalist with Al Donahue. 


| Paul Cohen replaced Sammy Stern Despite his assertions that he 
= Bob Chester trumpets. would never again play dance dates, 
| winnie Artie Shaw is returning to that field. 
‘Bullets’ Durgom, formerly with | He begins a series of ballroom book- 
|Glenn Miller, now Tommy Dorsey’s | ings at Andy Perry’s Empire Ball- 
advance man. room, Allentown, Pa., Sept. 5, and 
a follows with Steel Pier, Atlantic 
Claude Thornhill band shifted from City, and Fernbrook Park, Dallas, 
Columbia’s 35c Okeh label to the 50c | i Seiceos ihe — — he he’s 
rr ee re ; eR | 4 s se alr . arrolitown, 
sides. First release this week. Pa.; 11, Lakewood Park, Mahanoy 
aereneeo ; City, Pa.; 12, Aud., Rochester, N. Y. 
Bob Allen’s new band is unveiled | 13, Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa.: 14, 
at Buckeye Lake, O., Saturday (9). | Ritz Ballroom, Bridgeport, Conn 
a |} Shaw will play the hops with a 32- 
Jimmy Richards at Idora Park,! piece group, including himself and 
Youngstown. Bonnie Lake, vocalist. It will be 
pata 8% | made up of 15 strings (eight violins, 
Nancy Gardner picked as vocalist | four violas and three cellos) and six 
at Trelon Cafe, Pittsburgh, with 3) brass, five sax, four rhythm. He has 
Yachtsmen and George Weber, or-| already set most of the men for the 
ganist. latter portion, taking most of them 
from currently organized bands. 
Lawrence Welk will wind up sum- | They are: Jack Jenney, Ray Conniff, 
mer dance season at Kennywood | Vernon Brown, trombones (Brown is 
Park, Pittsburgh, opening there Aug./ not yet definite); Maxie Kaminsky, 
24 for nine-day stay. Lee Castaldo, ‘Hot Lips’ Page (col- 
———- ored) trumpets; Les Robinson, 
Mike Shelby, formerly with Mal] Georgie Auld, saxes set, other three 
Hallett, added new vocalist, Betty |to be from Ronnie Perry, Mickey 
Moran, to his orch at Mt. Pocono/| Folus, Gus Bivona, Hank D’Amico, 
Grill, Mt. Pocono, Pa. or El Scalzi. Johnny Guarnieri, 
aes piano; Dave Tough, drums; Mike 
Bernie Parsons’ at the Columbia /| Bryan, guitar; Ed McKinney, bass 
Hotel, Columbia, N. J. Floor show} Shaw has not dropped the concert 
added for weekend. | idea that he was working on, involv- 
Sika |} ing a 52-piece symphony-to-swing 
Carl ‘Deacon’ Moore held over for | band. He has set it aside temporar- 
a second week in the Cascades Room | ily, however, because of what a 
of Hotel Pick-Ohio, Youngstown, O. | month of rehearsais would cost. At 
pietiesimone $3 per man an hour he would have 
Ray Pearl playing Centennial Ter-| to get up about $18,000 for rehears- 
race, near Sylvania, O., this week.| ing alone. Instead he'll play the 
Joe Venuti plays a return engage-|4ance hops and theatres for about 
ment next. two months, then come into New 
York and add the 20 more pieces for 
Eddie DeLange-Will Hudson's new | Concert work. In that way the cost 
band has been signed to MCA, Out- | iS cut considerably. 
fit begins work early in Sept. 











Wednesday (6) and opened Thurs- 
Billy Yates now playing at Craig | day (7). 

Beach, near Youngstown, O. —_—_— 

Earl (Father) Hines and orchestra 
Rendezvous Villa, Youngstown, has | booked into the Paramount, Los An- 

shuttered. geles, Aug, 21. 











Michael Loring’s band replaced| Ramon Ramos follows Glen Gart 
Bobby Day, who was scheduled to go| into the St. Anthony Hotel, San An- 
nto Chatterbox, Mountainside, N. J.,| tonio, for a two weeks’ stay starting 
last week. Loring was booked’ Aug. 14. 
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GAS CURBS MAY BE RUINOUS 





NAME BANDS 
VACATION 
MINDED 


This summer finds quite a few 
name bandleaders temporarily side- 
tracking their bands for extended va- 
cations. Prior to this year few of the 
biggies took rests beyond perhaps 
two or three days here.and there 
between dates, mainly because they 
were loathe to forego the loss 
dough that such idle time repre- 
sents. In the past the motto of most 





leaders has been grab while the 
grabbing is good. For bands like 
Glenn Miller, Tommy or Jimmy 


Dorsey or Benny Goodman a two 
to three week siesta could easily 
mean giving up a total gross of as 
high as $25,000. 

Yet this year, Goodman, both Dor- 
seys, Miller, Guy Lombardo, Bob 
Crosby, Woody Herman, Raymond 
Scott and Al Donahue and others, 
have or are to take layoffs ranging 
from two to three weeks. Scott and 
Donahue, of course, are not in the 
same money-making class, but that’s 
even more reason for them to avoid 
deliberate layoffs. In Donahue’s 
case he just completed an_ 11,000 
tour to the Coast and back. 

Bookers and managers of the va- 
cationing outfits deny that the va- 
cations are the result of tax prob- 
lems. Say they are just well-earned | 
rests. 


Dione Pm Those Over 
30 Protests Nearby Nitery; 
Words With Liquor Board 


Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 
Frank Kenney, owner of 





mits only men and women over 30) 
years of age, who is leading a group 
of business men in a fight against the 
transfer of a liquor license to permit 


of | 





| 
| 





| 
| 


the | neighborhood 
Friendship club, ballroom which ad-| those in suburban areas, 


a new night club and bowling alley | 


in the club’ 
an alderman at a public hearing of 


s vicinity, was accused by | 


having called his home and threat- | 


ened ‘bloodshed.’ 

‘I took a lot of insults from you 
yesterday,’ Kenney told the chair- 
man of the license committee. ‘You 
went.so far as to threaten that you'd 
pass some blue laws to get rid of 
my place and another member of 
your committee said he would punch 
me.’ 

The chairman of the committee 
told Kenney to sit down or get out. 
Action on the license transfer was 
deferred. 





| 


Duke Daly’s Kidding 1 


As a gag Duke Daly’s orchestra, 
now playing at Playland Casino, 
in Rye, N. Y.’s, Playland Amuse- 
ment Park, is going on a short 
one-night trip in a hay wagon 
hung with ‘We can’t buy gas’ 
signs. Outfit is to play Police- 


men's ball at Port Chester Aug. 
24. 

Port Chester is just a few 
miles from Rye. 





Gas Rationing 


Continued from page 1=————— 


portation to and from the suburbs 
However, some of the smaller metro- 
politan centres will unquestionably 
be hurt when private auto owners 
are forced to keep their cars in gar- 
ages, except for dire emergencies, 
by further restrictions on gas sales. 
Not Acute Yet 

Thus far, the gas sales curfew has 
not affected show business to any 
really noticeable degree. Motorists 
are filling up their gas tanks before 
7 p.m. and don’t have to worry about 
their fuel again until the following 
day. The average tankful of gas can 
take a car 200 miles, in some cases 
more, and few people even drive 
more than that for merely an eve- 
ning’s entertainment. 

Should actual gas rationing go into 
effect this fall or winter, it will 
mean almost the complete blitz next 


summer of some shore and park re-| 


sorts which are by necessity reached 
by automobile. One such spot is| 


Jones Beach, Long Island. Golf 
courses will likewise be sadly af-|} 
fected. Football games in college} 


towns also draw heavily by motor. 


Gas Rationing Hypo 
To Nabes in Philly 


Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 
A marked upturn in patronage in 
theatres, especially 
has been 
| noticed in the past week, and opera- 





} 


| 


| 


tors of these spots are aftributing it | 


Secretary Ickes. 

With the service stations blacked | 
out from 7 p.m. to 7 am., many 
theatregoers are foregoing their 


usual trips to the downtown deluxers 
land are making the shorter 
the nabes. 
getting worried. Although many 
motorists are filling up their tanks 
before the 7 p.m. deadline, there has 
been a slackening of traffic down- 
town—slight but perceptible. 


Film industry observers say that 


trek to | 
Downtown managers are | 


the real headache for the downtown | 


houses will come when compulsory 
rationing begins. And conversely, it 


| will mean a bonanza for the nabes 
No B.O. Help 
Hartford, Aug. 12. 





PLAYS SHEA’S BUFFALO 


|untary cooperation of Hartford citi- | 


Buffalo, Aug. 12. 

First local instance of a_ radio- 
built band going on a stage 
occurs Aug. 22 with Shea’s Buffalo 
Theatre penciling in Bob Arm- 
strong’s WBEN house band 
week. 
sponsored ‘House Party’ 
NBC sustainer ‘Matinee in 
from theatre. 

Armstrong branched out recently 


local 


shows and 
Rhythm’ 


Despite a Hartford Courant story 
Monday (11) to the effect that vol- 


| of emergency 





+ 


ECTS BANDS 
AND CUSTOMERS 


Checkup by ‘Variety’ Reveals 
That One-Night Profession 
Has Given Little Heed to 
Disastrous Possibilities — 
In Some Spots 90% of At- 
tendance Comes by Auto 
From Considerable Dis- 
tances 





EAST IS CREAM 


_ —— 


Far-seeing bandleaders and man- 
agers are wondering and worrying 
at the moment what will happen 
if the eastern states’ gasoline situa- 
tion is extended beyond the present 
7 pm. to 7 a.m. curfew. It’s un- 
derstood that if the regulation now 
in effect does not curtail gas con- 
sumption on the eastern seaboard, a 
rationing system will be substi- 
tuted. Which is what has the 
bandmen bothered. No one knows 
how the Government will handle ra- 
tioning as far as the band business 
is concerned. And gasoline is a 
‘must’ on one-night trails. 

Territory affected by the gasoline 
shortage, all up and down the east- 
ern coast and extending westward 
at least into Ohio and perhaps far- 
ther west than that, is the heart of 
the one-night business. Some of 
| the biggest and most lucrative 
ballrooms in the country are lo- 
cated within the area, particularly 
the ones in Pennsylvania, Ohio and 
New England. 

Apparently no band official has 
been alarmed enough to try to as- 
certain the attitude the controlling 
authorities will take in the event 
rationing. Few 
seemed to have thought of the prob- 
lem when questioned. And it is, or 
will be a serious one. If the ra- 


to the gas station curfew ordered by | #0n/ng system, whereby a car own- 


er will get say 15 gallons of gas 
a week, is instituted, eastern one- 
night trails probably will become 
temporarily weed-bound. It’s virtu- 
ally impossible to route a band on 
single dates entirely by train be- 


cause few of the major spots, and 
{most of the smaller ones, are easily 
reached by rattier. Also, train 
schedules are not built to at the 
movements of orchestras. In almost 
all cases it’s travel by car or bus] 
or don’t play, the reasons why most | 
bands currently cover ground that 
way. 
Busses 

One or two persons sounded out 
on the problem responded by say- 
ing, in essence, ‘Well if we can’t get 
gas enough for private cars we'll 
travel by bus, as others do now; 


| zens in the Ickes gasoline consump- | 


| at the b.o.’s on Sunday, 


for a| 
Crew expects to pipe three} 


to play dance dates and is spending | 


summer at Beaver Island Casino on 
Grand Island, dishing out dance stuff. 

Ray & Trent, Paul Winchell and 
three more acts will be added to 
round out Armstrong bill. 





Kapp’s Cocktailery 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Jack Kapp, president of Decca 
Records, made 300 recordings of 
Bing Crosby, Connie Boswe!i and 
Irene Dunne while on the Coast. 
His cocktail party last week 
at the pool of the Beverly Hills 
Hotel for some 250 film, music and 
radio folk, and Decca artists, was 
one of the big social events of the 
Summer season here. 





a terrific boon 
local theatre 
managers declared the yarn to be all 


tion curb had been 


they ought to be able to secure the 


| fuel they need.’ Perhaps they will, 
but it’s more likely they won't. 
Busses in public service and on 
regular runs, and busses hopping 
bands from one point to another are 
probably two different things 

bureaucrats It also was mentioned 
that traveling bands might not be 
disturbed, that their work would 
come under the heading of ‘public 
morale.’ There’s no assurance that 
such special dispensation would be 


| 


wet and themselves to be burned up 
because the story had no apparent 
definite source. 

Feeling optimistic over the even- 
|tual cutting down of gasoline con- 
sumption and auto usage and de- 
claring that this will bring on a 
|! boom at the b.o., more than a half 
dozen managers Monday (11) de-| 
clared that there had been no ap-| 





preciable effect on receipts by shut- | guise. 
s and | bandsmen 


ting gas stations at early hours 
other voluntary gestures. Men sur-| 
veyed controlled houses in neigh- 
borhood as well as downtown houses, 
with one in direct charge of 14) 
houses in this area. 


Courant story went on to say that | 


lines formed at downtown houses 
before 2 p.m. (Sunday opening) and 
that increased biz was due to de- 


| creased use of autos. 


Dick Leibert’s Victor Album 

Dick Leibert, organist at the Radio 
City Music Hall, N. Y., will record | 
a series of tunes to be released in 
an album by Victor Records. He'll | 
use Viennese waltzes exclusively. 

Book is to be issued Aug. 22. 








give! In fact, indications are the 
reverse. When conscription came 
along it was figured that authorities 


might exempt musicians under that 
There are a flock of crack 
playing in Army bands 
at the moment. 

Perhaps the government will take 


special notice of the gas needs of 
| the band business. Or. as another 
| person suggested, ‘If they don’t we 


may be able to get around by having 
say six or seven men in one band 
pool their ration cards and travel in 
one car, leaving the others 
There’s one thir 
event. Who's going to 
travel wherewithal to band 


supply the | 
lovers | 


' who go to one-night dances? 


| 


On a Jimmy Dorsey one-nighter 
at Ray Hartenstein’s Sunnybrook 
Ballroom, Pottstown, Pa., recently, 
of the 4.600 payees that evening 
Hartenstein estimated that no more 


idle.’ | 
1g they forgot in any | 


Recording Co.'s ‘In Perpetuity’ 
Ban on Competitive Use of 
Theme Song by Xavier Cugat 





Armonk Already Hurt 





Owners of suburban New York 
roadhouses which use name 
bands as lures are already suf- 
fering from the shortage of gaso- 
line. Blue Gardens, Armonk, 
N. Y., in particular claims that 
its patronage dropped off 
since a week ago Sunday (3) 
when the 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. fling 
station curfew went into effect. 


Rule hasn’t yet begun to 
bother Glen Island Casino, New 
Rochelle, or some of the other 
spots within reasonable distance 
from the city. 


has 








WEB MUSIC 
TERMS 





Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 
Musicians Local 47 print Acie 
out its differences with NBC last 


week for Coast staff orchestras and 
signatured a contract giving musi- 
cians $85 weekly with a full year’s 
work guaranteed. Under terms of 
the contract, NBC undertakes to 
maintain a staff of not less than 18 
men on a three-hour day, six-day 
week, on a sustaining basis. Trans- 
continental, regional or local com- 
mercials will be extra and staff men 
can be employed only apart from 
regular hours if wanted. New deal 
is intended to provide work for lay- 
offs. 

Similar terms have been made for 
CBS and J. K. ‘Spike’ Wallace, presi- 
dent of Local 47, is slated to com- 
plete contract arrangements before 
the end of the week 





|'Band Serenades Tourists 
| 
| Arriving at Atlantic City 
Atlantic City, Aug. 12. 
| Boardwalk promenaders and visit- 
| ors to Atlantic coming into re- 
|}sort by train are now being enter- 
| tained by a 27-piece concert orches- 
| tra under direction of Oresta Ves- 
| sella, as result of Mayor Tom Tag- 
| gart’s plan to create spirit of wel- 
come. 
The 


City 


orchestra entertains strollers 
jalong strand each evening except 
Friday and Saturday, between 
9 o'clock at Convention Hall plaza. 
Incoming trains’ passengers are 
|enaded by the orchestra fron 10 | 
| o’clock in morning until 1 o'clock. 

Present series of concerts will 
|}continue until Sept. 15. 


ser- 


Kelly’ 4 Stables —_ 


Kelly’s Stables, one of the few re- 
maining hot music stands on 52d 
street, New York, temporarily shut- 
tered last night (Tues.). Spot will 
be enlarged and refurbished and re- 
open in about a month. 

Andy Kirk’s orchestra, which has 
never located in downtown N.Y. is 
a possible booking for the reopening. 








| 


|than 10% came from Pottstown and 
vicinity. fost travelléd anywhere 
from 30-75 miles. If a car owner is 
allowed only 15 gallons of gas a 


i week, only a rabid hoofer will go 
distances to dance. That angle will 
be just as jarring a blow to band 
grosses as the lack of gas preventing 


bands from getting to various points. 


LOS ANGELES 


Bobby Burns, 
band, Freddie Martin, et al. 
7 and | 
| spot, 





A moot question in the recording 
business has to do with an inter=, 
ema of the rights of an ex- 

ictor artists to re-record the same 
tunes when shifting over to Co- 
lumbia. Specifically, Xavier Cugat 
can’t wax his own theme song, ‘Night 
Must Fall,’ because of a contractual 
proviso in the Victor recording con- 
tracts specifically prohibiting that 
practice for lifetime. Cugat has 
since gone over to Columbia. 

There is talk, in turn, of Colum- 
bia Phonograph Co. suing Bing 
Crosby who has since become a 
Decca artist, to interpret whether 
Crosby has the privilege to wax the 
same number for the competitive 
label. Columbia, however, restricts 
its re-recording privilege to five 
years, unlike Victor's lifetime em- 
bargo. 

However, Columbia has made no 
decision to sue or not, although is 
studying this case. Doubtful if re- 
corders want a specific ruling estab- 
lished or any new law _ written. 
After all, since 1909 issues have not 
been adjudicated and the business 
has gone on. 

In other businesses, a grocer or a 
merchant or a theatre-owner might 
be curbed from going into competi- 
tion with his former employer, or 
with his former business should he 
sell out therein, but the law has 
never restricted his opportunity for 
livelihood for life. Usually such re- 
strictions are for a term of years, 
five or 10 or 20; never in perpetuity. 
Cugat’s attitude against Victor is 
that he would perforce make new 
arrangements of the old Latin tunes 
he waxed for the RCA company, 
but technically he can’t even utilize 
the same melodies. If he does, an- 
other contracted proviso is that he 
forfeits all his royalties therein. 


Totem at Auburndale 


Rupaing as Location; 
Corky O'Keefe Booker 


Totem Pole Ballroom, Auburndale, 
| Mass., is further expanding its op- 
| erations. Where it once was a week- 
end only proposition, it is now run- 
ning full week, and on Sept. 22 be- 
comes a location job. Glen Gray’s 
Casa Loma crew begins a six-week 
| stay at the spot on that date. It will 
|run through the winter. Last year 
the Totem operated through the win- 
ter, but on weekends only. Spot will 
have national network wires and 
will run on its current policy of $1.35 
a couple admission. 

Negotiations for band bookings at 
the Totem Pole will henceforth be 
done through Corky O'Keefe and 
who handle the Gray 
O'Keefe 
signed with Roy Gill, operator of the 
last week to represent him in 
New York. 

















BERNIE CUMMINS PLAYS 
MIDWEST FAIR DATES 


‘Chien Aug. 12 

Bernie Cummins’ band will play 
midwest fair dates through Septem- 
ber and weil into October. 

It will be a week to 10 days on 
each stand, starting at DuQuoin, Il. 
and extending through Springfield, 
Mo., Wichita and Muskogee, Okla. 


BRUNSWICK, HUB, RESUMES 


Name Policy Recommences Sept. 26 
With Ella Fitzgerald 

| Brunswick hotel, Boston, reopens 
| its name band policy Sept. 26 with 
Ella Fitzgerald’s band. Singer-leader 
is in for four weeks. No following 
outfit yet set. 

Miss Fitzgerald’s outfit closed the 
Brunswick’s name policy for the 
summer last April. 
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Once Potent Brunswick Label Looks | “== "* 05 , 
dace rwsinen aseat denier ans sion! Coin-Catching Records—and Others 
Certain to Pass Out Altogether — . 





——————— 














Minneapolis, Aug. 12. | pe snkte Masters ‘Wind Blows Free’—‘Under Canadian Skies’ (Okeh 6322) 

m% f sil dein senile ‘Wind’ tune improves greatly under Masters’ arrangement. Flowing, 

| OF @ Georman & 6 Mes sys : even tempo cutting sizes up as one with machine potentialities. Phyllis 

Albany, Aug. 1. |FINE COIN MACHINE DISTRIB | on the Musicians’ club, Judge Paul} Miles’ vocal is okay. Reverse is also neat. Already recorded by several 

Brunswick Record Corp. New | int Guilford in municipal court pre-| top outfits tune still doesn’t shine with machine power, however, thouzh 

; i Sideline— . 4 ’ , ug 

York, has changed its name to Wal- | me tay nent og i th ferred charges against George Murk,| 't should sell on counters. Leader and Masters Voices vocal. Best sides 
wite Corp. ———- Musicians’ union business agent, who band has made recently. 

Papers to this effect have been . Spartanburg, S. C., Aug. 12. was in court when the case came to 

filed with the secretary of state by| Till of Amusu Novelty Co., Spar-| trig), Murk, however, denies that 


Dissatisfied with merely the arrest 








King Sisters ‘Rose and Prayer’'—Yo Te Amo, Oh, Baby’ (Bluebird 11239) 


poe 'tanburg, Carolinas’ top distributors | ,; : ~~ x Kings seem to get better. Their work on ‘Prayer,’ strong tune now 
Rosenberg, Goldmark & Colin, CBS | of juke boxes and other musical either he or his union has had any” | riding boxes, should find plenty play from that corner. It clicks. Alyce 
eneral counsel : thing to do with the establishment’s ; 5 a ic li has disti : 

g a sel. equipment, tapped for a grand, plus operation. takes crack solo. Background is good. oupling has distinct machine 





100 bucks, in courts here. Wien Gib tines wes calidad Of tren «ig ge ee aor eee ha 7 a i novelty, 
. : f : seeni . phate ndled with neat vocal tricks. s a mue etter turnout th S 
Columbia Record Corp., a CBS Charged with having in possession | 9.39 4 m Sustes, witice said 1% peo- andle ha 7 a a mu Steinar! an Shep 
bsid, acquired the Brunswick |and distributing obscene literature.| oy. jined the b: ye bl Fields’ work on it (Bluebird 11242). His is lifeless and dull in comparison, 
+ gle the purchase of the | ®- T. Thomason, owner, pleaded| ® © lined the bar and sat at tables) norothy Aflen vocals. ‘Whistler's Mother-In-Law’ is okay backing, a 
| 


guilty and was fined $500, alterna- consuming liquor. The place has a| -hytpmic idea that satisfies. However, for some reason band lacks the 


American Record Co. Recently the federal liquor license, but no city 





tive a year in jail, in general ses- permits spark it showed on past releases, 

Decca Record Co., as buyer from| sions, Two employes were fined : 

Warner Bros. of the Brunswick | $250 each, alternative eight months | $F *OO¢¢¢¢¢O¢0¢40?OO0¢60¢4+4. Ray Noble ‘Harbor of Dreams'—If It’s You’ (Columbia 36271) 
Radio Corp., notified the CRC that in jail. Previously Thomason had Nothing quite as poor as ‘Harbor’ side has been issued lately. Snooky 
since it (Columbia) had not been mcr aa on same charge in police In the Waxworks Lanson’s vocal and the muted accompaniment make good furnace material. 


j h he B Tune is one that should sell, but not this version. Reverse is better, but 
making sufficient use of ‘ nha ess Firm has upwards of 1,000 juke | 44646464464 ¢4¢¢¢4¢+¢4¢4¢¢4¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢ | still not worth much attention. On top of the band’s bad impression, the 
wick name recently it wou ave | boxes in operation on split profits 
to discontinue any claim on the 








basis Al Donahue (Okeh), ‘Hi Neighbor,’ recordings here could have been peer WORE. 
itself h rticular ‘ a > a , — 

— —— prnnagin ay Amel’ oho Under Fiesta Stars, b Love You Tommy Dorsey ‘You and I’—Free For All’ (Victor 27532) 
prens ne More Each Day,’ ‘Waiter and the sical Mitt de ‘ ; 
label and indications are that this CHASE HOTEL FINED : : nae Dorsey’s ‘You’ is done in medium rhythm tempo, in contrast to all the 
once valuable trade mark will prob- Porter and the Upstair. Maid,’ ‘Revo- | pallad styles now in circulation. Brass-in-hat opening gains attention. 
ably pass into discard as far as FOR DANCE NOISE’ lutionary Etude,’ ‘Shrine of St. Ce-| Machines should find wide use for it; Frank Sinatra vocal and Pied Pipers. 
phonograph records are concerned. cilia.’ Patriotic tunes are adding up and ‘Free For All’ is one of the better. 

Columbia Record proposes to dis- 





" ‘ . Good machine melody and lyric; tune is done in alternating march and 
St. Paul. July 12 Les Brown <oaen, '¢ Got It Bad, fast dance tempo. It’s rousingly cut. Kay Kyser’s (Col. 36269) is not quite 
: y + ey oe and That Ain't Good,’ ‘Nickel Sere-| 35 inspiring, but it also hits the mark. Male quartet vocals. Reverse, 

In plastering a fine of $5 and costs | nade,’ ‘Nothing,’ ‘Joltin’ Joe DiMag- 


solve the Walwite Corp. 








‘Knee Deep In Stardust’ doesn’t make much impression. Ginny Simms 
($8.00), the maximum for a first! gio,’ ‘City Called Heaven.’ does the words. 
PAY SCALE UP offense, on Albert C. Tucker, resident Tommy Tucker (Okeh), ‘Jim,’ 
manager of the Hotel Chase for a| ‘Shepherd Serenade,’ ‘Yo Te Amo, Pro et ge nay oth cat ae — — ee q 
. : von aera . mbia’s ridin is new st; ease a w is too oh. 
vienation « pet “ys eqertareues Oh Baby,’ ‘Give Me a Reason.’ ‘As If ta a aoe seats sung by Ralph Aang is m Tr ae Gop 
ordinance caused by the fortissimo| Benny Goodman (Columbia), | any category. ‘All That Meat and No Potatoes’ is good. Solid, rhythmie 


playing of a dance band several | ‘pound Ridge,’ ‘ 


‘The Count,’ ‘Any- | instrumental work and Betty Bonney’s vocal easily make it stand out. 
weeks ago police judge Joseph B. 


thing, ‘From One World to An- Machines might find tune a good novelty. Will Bradley did it recently. 
Cantazaro last week held that the other.’ “a we — ‘ ‘ ees iti ie , viiiatied ieee 
Cleveland, Aug. 12. teoters made as much hols ; : . 7 ; enn Miller ‘Cowboy Serenade’—Below the Equator’ uebir 235 
Stusie ecole tok Genes shioe & ao resin tory Dr. Louie Be eamepets “Dacea} Keep Cool Fool, Several releases are already available on first. Tune doesn't seem too 
t a . ane ee ‘Hey Doc,’ ‘Until the Real Thing/ strong for machine play, but counter sales skould move. Miller does it 
being upped from 10 to 25% Sept. 1| Behrens, who lives across the street ; Pag Priya ; . 
“ay Age tberteoe a from the hotel said music didn't| Comes Along,’ ‘Nothing,’ ‘It Isn’t a| Without much fanfare, his usual ballad formula and Ray Eberle vocal 
y e eveland musicians bare: bother him but that the ‘terrible | Dream Anymore.’ et a and ee ts the ora a had Pop oo. 
headed by Lee Repp, which also} noise’ at 1:30 a.m. prevented any oe =—s , ' seem to pick up punch no matter how many times it’s played. 1eme is 
voted and approved of a ste tanr | slumber. Dr. Hugh McCulloch, Beers ae a a pry et ae familiar, somehow. Art Jarrett’s new band does ‘Cowboy’ (Victor 27534) 
i igiinallie aie i b lavi I hives a block away from the hotel, al whet sd a: eer oe at faster tempo and it sits better, but the arrangement is thin and Jarret’s 
ee we 7 ey Ses F edna YOO the noise kept him awake until oa a oie : H 4 = oe ae vocal leaves much to be desired. ‘Call It Anything, It’s Love’ is better 
in night spots. , st Hav iat Man, en 


2 a.m. or later. Former Excise Com- | wy sys alkee ,| done, but it’s a weak entry. Gale Robbins vocals. None of these hold 
Repp last week sent letters of| missioner Thomas L. Anderson said J Frag grt ered Peay nee much for machines. 
notification about the hike and new|the ‘jungle drums and an an- 2 . meee 


ruling to about 70 hotels, cafes, clubs} nouncer more like a circus barker, Melinda the Mousie.’ Charlie Spivak ‘Don’: Take Your Love’—If It’s True’ (Okeh 6321) 
and beer spots. Change won’t affect} could be heard half a mile away.’ Vaughn Monroe (Bluebird) ‘Loved Same thing applies to Spivak as Les Brown; too many releases. In this 
majority of downtown cases, since | The only defense witness, Tuck- One,’ “Two in Love,’ ‘My Foolish | case it’s more noticeable because of the trumpet formula. Happens, how- 
they close down Sundays anyway./er, said he was the ‘front man,’| Heart and I,’ ‘One, Two, Three | ever, that these are good sides, worthy of machine or counter attention. 
Six-day musical clause isn’t drawing | had nothing to do with the hiring O'Lairy.’ First, smart melody and lyric, is done very commercially, Gary Stevens 
any kicks from the others, either,; of bands, but because of complaints —_— vocaling. Artie Shaw recently debuted the tune. Reverse has possibili- 
for Sabbath biz here is so poor that| had closed some of the roof win- ties, too, one that may well start the tune in machines (there are previous 
the majority of them favor lopping|dows and had ordered the public] Les Brown recorded a_ novelty | releases of it). Stevens vocals, backed by Three Debs’ harmonizing. 

off orchestras on that day. Only the| address system in the room dis-| ne last week built around the ex- 

smaller joints that keep going full} continued at midnight. Judge Can- | Ploits of Joe DiMaggio as a hitter. Claude Thornhill ‘Where Or When’—Snowfall’ (Columbia 36238) 
blast on a seven-day schedule, to! tanzaro offered to stay the fine and| Number is titled ‘Joltin’ Joe DiMag- First release of Thornhill on 50c sides. Nicely done, but both slow- 
catch transient or nabe trade, are| put Tucker on probation if the noise | 8i9,) written by Ben Homer-Alan | paced and of no commercial value. ‘Where’ is an old fave, arranged with 
being hit on this score and forced! would be discontinued but attor-| Courtney. all the Thornhill touches. ‘Snowfall’ is his theme. Counter sales. 

to hire another band to fill in on the|neys for the hotel announced they 

seventh day. | would appeal Catanzaro’s decision 
) Orchestra musicians in the top-|'© the Court of Criminal Correc- 


* * ’ 4 
shelf hotels, who have been receiv-| 10n where the fine may be recinded 10 Be | Sellers on Com-Machines Dash-Connelly s Six 
ing $1.75 per hour, will be pulling! ° raised. Matty Malneck’s orch S Six songs which Gracie Fields 
down $1.90 hourly when the fall and| “@S Playing at the hotel at the time popularized in England have been 
winter season starts. of the alleged infraction of the ordi- acquired by Dash-Connelly from 
RaNCeSs. Cameo Music of London. 






































Class B scale for the important (Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebozxes 
restaurants and niteries, now $1.40, 


: Numbers include ‘Walter, Walter’ 
, . FE ° ° e throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. Names Me aw? Ff WMaccne Crile 
will be increased to $1.65 per hour | Jukebox Distrib in Crash | of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order eT seg Me to the Altar,’ ‘I Never Cried 
under the new scale. Smaller clubs 
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¢ Nyaatk ; s2 ’¢ . 
| popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names i toae gent aoe ay tg Out gh 
will have to advance salaries from | , | parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings | ~°'% ~° yy gy Bay Little vt 
$1.25 to $1.35 per hour, while the| St. Louis, Aug. 12. | ang respective publishers.) |tom Drawer,’ ‘He’s Dead, But He 
beer joints and others of lesser ilk,| Earl Walker, 33, Herrin, IIL, juke | (Si iid Decca | Wont Lie Down’ and ‘The Biggest 
which formerly had a flat $1 hourly | box distributor, who makes sales; 1. Maria Elena (7) Southern............... Samer’ te tg eS BI ated Aspidastra in the World.’ 
rate, will be charged $1.15 per] and service calls in his own air-| ( Sony Pastor........ - a 
musician. plane, was injured last week when! 2. Daddy (10) Republic............... ceees yyercondl ne hembbhet (seed 
For single engagements on Satur-| the plane landed in a hole at an air- | Andrews Sisters...... Decca 
day night, Repp is raising the ante | port near New Athens, Ill. Plane’s| 3. Green Eyes (6) Southern................ Jimmy Dcersey..... . .Decca 
to a minimum of $8 for three hours, | Undercarriage and landing gear was ; . § Horace Heidt......Columbia | J 0 He N N y 
and $1 for each following half-hour | damaged. | Walker _and his | com- SS SNE, IF OS MONE LOPS. OOS. | ee Raber eee... can 
or fraction thereof. Latter rates not} panion, -laude ice, suffered Ji Jorsey - 
affecting Cleveland radio stations, | bruises and lacerations and possible | 5. Rose and a Prayer (5) BVC............. Cherie preci d pasa "Okeh L A 
theatres or dance halls, except those | internal injuries. ; , : a eae 
spotting bands for single Saturday} Walker was responding to a serv-| 6. Yours (4) Marks.........cccccccucccccees ) Jimmy Dorsey -+++... Decca 
night engagements. ice call near the New Athens field. ( Vaughn Monroe... . . Bluebird and his orchestra 
hog a 7. Yeu, Indeed (2) EmDassy......sccccvceseccs Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 
vi | 8. Kiss Boys Goodbye (2) Famous | Tommy Dorsey........ Victor HOTEL NEW YORKER 
x fae . . uabweeis ihe ny eo Tommy Tucker .......Okel 
LISTEN TO — Swingdom’s Newest | . nner temcao sini NBC—DECCA RECORDS 
° , ° ° | 9. Things I Love (3) Campbell............ ) Jimmy Dorsey.. .....Decca 
Musical Combination | 


) Barry Wood .........Victor 


i tn? { Bing Crosby .........D 
10. Goodbye Little Darlin’ (1) T. B. Harms.. } Gene pind re eh ‘Okeh GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 
DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 
HIS FAMOUS ORCHESTRA 


in demand on the coin machines.) 
AND 


. s { Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 
Guess I'll Have to Dream Rest (Block)...... ) Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 
‘3 ‘ , { Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 
Don’t Cry Cherie (Shapiro)................ ing Kave......... Victor S 
. % . ; p ae { Dick Robertson........Decca 
le Their Firet Decea Release Little Bit South North Carolina (Porgie).. : 


1 **] Gene Krupa ..........Okeh 
































And His Orchestra 

, : Charlie Spivak ....... 
Be “SLIDE Vin TROMBONE”’ Peaceful in Country (Regent)...,.......... line Game BG or OPENING AUG. 14 

1 ‘ Suey 2373) RIT TON 
; 1 When Sun Comes Out (BVC).........+0005 posony | mcg -Decca ieee teow 
uk BAcKEO BY sé 79 occa No immy rsey........Decca 

ae} - 3956 Bing Crosby.......... Decca BOSTON 

a "Til Reveille (Melody Lane)............... +x Ls Bhar A 

1 Personal Masagement ay Kyser. ...00.- Colaba COLUMBIA RECORDS 
a GALE, INC. — 48 W. 48TH ST., NEW YORK You and I (Willson)........c.seeceseeesees } Dinah pe ny ehh ered General Amusement Corp. 
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Bands at Hotel B. O.’s | Band Bookings 


NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 


Charlie Spivak, Aug. 28, Lake- 


| wood Park, Mahanoy City, Pa.; 29, 


Geo. F. Pavillion, Johnson City, N. | 
Saylor’s Lake, Saylorsburg, | 


Y.; 30, 


Pastor's Jukebox Pull Helps to Fine 
$23,000 in Wash; Fields, $19,000, 
Potent in Pitt; Masters 176 in Philly 


room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and Pa: 31, Lyonhurst, Marlborough, 
holiday price.) Mass.; Sept. 5, Lincoln Park, No. | 
Covers Total tn a al 
ee wWeehe pest Covers Dartmouth, Mass.; 6, Hershey Park, 
. ‘ "luve ‘ee dv: Z . : Pa ots ' no ‘ , adi 
Bobby Byrne Pennsylvania (00- 75c-$1) 9. 675 "7400 Hershey, Pa.; 7, Ritz B., Bridgeport, | , g aerenngll oh This ae i banged Ran (2d = . Ra te 
" a iT eo ee ee ceed . hee 2 ee ee ee “a sth ba ; : ; . Oe ou reese, “hicago ii r “hieago: or nea 3. on 1.0. 
eet ag cesee piven Doig oop gl ce ececce eeoee yn “—_ Conn.; 10, week, Central theatre, 4,000: 35-55-75). with ‘Kiss the Boys| sold. Ink Spots holding over for 
j radiey....- s 000; 75C-$1)..... eee errs 42: 9,990 Passaic, N. J. | Goodbye’ (Par) (2d wk) and An-! new show. 
ond reve gl fe pe ened “ae ee plates 7 > nee | Jimmie Lunceford, Aug. 27, Con- | drews Sisters. First week for stage| Frankie Masters, Philadelphia — 
Feeeen ‘ >; é9cC-$l. covccccccee Sf > wo be ' ; , -4 { . "aR: 7-68-75 i 
aside... dv tae a ane 9 11400 12'400 vention Hall, Asbury Park, N. J.; coat Mees Menggec Bsn ggg BS n> eyesore bo —ocmw go Tage igen 
Hal Saunders. .... St. Regis (400; $1-$1.50)............. 12 375 4,950 28, Convention Hall, Atlantic City; | for eeping wickets whirling cur-| ‘Ringside Mais! 





*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


29, Canobie Lake, Salem, N. H.; 30, 


| rently to great $44,000. Breese same-| Day. Boxoffice credit about equally 


thing of a local fave, with Andrews divided and biz okay at $17,000. 


yates Ocean Pier, Old Orchard Beach, | Sisters most potent at b.o. | Tony Pastor, Washington — (Capi- 
pik scans | Me.; 31, Roton Point Pavilion, Nor- | Shep Fields, Pittsburgh— (Stanley; | tol; 3,434; 28-39-44-66) with other 
Chi |walk, Conn.; Sept. 1, Renaissance | 3.800; 25-40-60). With ‘Ringside | acts and it ag tr oa — tog 

icago Maisie’ (M-G). Can't be the film,} Red Skelton P : 
Casino, N. Y. C.; 2, Palmer Park, | 3. ‘Maisie’ pix have always gone|the major draw, but Pastor crew Is 


Benny Goodman ‘Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 700; $1-$2 min.), An- 
other strong week for the Goodman crew with 5,800 payees. 

Skinnay Ennis* (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 supper min.). 
Bolstered by convention biz in the hotel, Ennis comes up with biggest week 
to date, playing to 6.100. Sensational in this swank spot. 

Boyd Raeburn* (Chez Paree; 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). Milton Berle still 
pulls them into this nitery. Another great week with 4,900 customers. 

Jimmy Joy* (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Biz con- 
sistent in this room, with Jimmy Joy established as a definite draw; 2,400 


| Donora, Pa.; 3, West Side Park B., 


| Casino, Virginia Beach, Va.; 22, 


| 23, Potomac River Boat Line, Wash- | even close to 19G. 


Berwick, Pa.; 4, Olympic Park, 
Rittsburgh; 5, Aud., Dayton, O.; 6, 
Czsa Loma B., Charleston, W. Va. 
Bobby Byrne, Aug. 21, New Ocean 
New 


Planter’s Warehouse, Wilson, N. C.; ' 


to Warner on double bill. Fields gets | Magnet for plenty of the ony Ota 
the credit then for fine $19,000. Ob- | Set, combo aiming at socko $23,000. 
viously they’ve caught his new band 


on the air and like it even better | Art Green Dise Jockeys 
than ‘Rippling Rhythm’ outfit, inas- | 
ian ‘Rippling Rhythm’ outfit, inas- | From Manhattan Beach 


much as Fields, on three previous | 
visits to WB deluxer, hasn't come} wankattan Beach. New York, play- 
ground and name band date, is now 





people on week. | ington, D. Rares 24, Pleasure Beach, Phil Harris, New York—(Strand; also a once-a-week originator of a 
Bob Grant* (Camellia House, Drake Hotel; 250; $2.50 min.). Lee Wiley | Bridgeport, Conn.; 12, week, East- | 2.767; 35-55-75-85-99). Coupled with | recorded broadcast. Art Green, 


opened Tuesday (5) as single additional attraction to the Grant band. 
Fine week; 2,800 patrons. 


wood Gardens, Detroit. 
Lou Breese, Aug. 19, Dunbar Cave, 


‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ (WB) on screen | indie record jockey who works his 


for third week. Holding up to sturdy | .,iels on several N.Y. outlets, began 


. 
Bob Strong (Villa Moderne; 400; no min.). Marking the final week for | Clarkesville, Tenn.; 20, Fair Grounds, $20,000, after splendid $34,000 on sec- ‘a one-hour platter show (noon-1 . 
Strong in this spot, outfit came up with great total of 3,700 customers. penn Res. a = orang — a nag Setthoadiiie \p.m.) from the Beach's ~ i 
, : , ‘ : : ‘ | tre, Pittsburgh; -Sept. 1, Zoologi- } y, ! Pr ae ; ) , WMCA. t's 
Strong proved a real money puller all during his stay. be Gaudene Cinakeeel. (Lyric: 1,900: 30-40-50) with ‘Bullets | /@8t Friday (8), over : 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
numerous, but still satisfactory with around 2,450 covers on the week. 

Chuck Foster (Biltmore; 1,150; minimum $1-$1.50). Tourists are drifting 
back home and that cuts into this downtown grotto, which gets strong 
play from the hotels. Little over 3,500 patrons on the week. 

Woody Herman (Palladium; 6,000; 55c-83c). First band to be held over 
and to fill an eight-week stand. Good for 16,500 stubs on the week. 

Harry Owens (Hotel Miramar, Santa Monica; (500; 50c-$1). 
night weekly schedule getting around 1,600 payees on the stanza. 

Hal Grayson (Casino, Catalina Island; 4,000; 28c-44c). Bowed out with 
around 11,000-hoofers, not so good considering this is height of the season. 
Bob Crosby opened Sunday (10) to’ finish off the year, one of the worst 
at this spot in a long time. 

Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis ‘Trianon, Southgate; 1,200; 40c-55c). They've been 
used to names at this tavern and this outfit hasn’t much of a rep around 
here. Lucky to pull 2,000 payees. Ted Fio Rito follows. 

Charlie Barnet (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,000; 55c). 
started and weekly pull sloughed off to meager 2,750. 
deck, 


Couldn’t get 
Ozzie Nelson on 


San Francisco 


Carl Ravazza* (Rose Room, Palace Hotel, 500: 50-$1.25). 
in fourth week; total of 1,800 covers, best to date. 


Still building 
Band has two weeks 








Off a bit, parties not so 


On four- | 


| Loma, 


Al Donahue, Aug. 30, Convention 
Hall, Asbury Park, N. J.; 31, Fern- 
brook Park, Dallas, Pa. 

Larry Clinton, Aug. 22, Aud., 
Rochester, N. Y.; 23, Summit Beach, 
Akron. O.; 24-28, Zoological Gar- 
dens, Cincinnati. 

Glenn Miller, Aug. 22, Wheeling 
Park, Wheeling, W. Va.; 23, Casa 
Charleston, W. Va.; 
Dreamland Park, Kenova, W. Va.: 


24, | 





| 


25, Aud., Roanoke, Va.; 30-31, Steel | 


Pier, Atlantic City. 

Joe Venuti, Aug. 23, IMA 
Flint, Michigan; 26, week, 
Beach C., Virginia Beach. 


Aud., 
Surf 


Al Kavelin, Aug. 16-29, Mansion, | 


| Youngstown, O. 


Bunny Berigan, Sept. 6, four 


| weeks, Roosevelt hotel, Jacksonville, 


Fla. 
Isham Jones, Aug. 16-17, Conven- 


: > sustaining, but if it is sold, Green 
~—_ te an land WMCA only share profits. Beach 
Good $11,500. |is satisfied with the air exploita- 
Erskine Hawkins, New York —| tion. 

(Paramount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). Plus Green’s chatter and music is piped 
‘Shepherd of Hills’ (Par) on screen | to speakers all over the beach, bath- 
and Four Ink Spots and Stump & houses, etc. 


“KISS THE BOYS 
GOODBYE” 


O’Hara’ (WB). 
bulk of business, 























ag car ins 


Se ert: 


more to go, being replaced (28) by Will Osborne. | tion, Dayton, O.; 22-Sept. ia 
—_—_--—_—_--- —_—--—-------—— | —_—_—_—_——— | Palisades Park, Fort Lee, N. J. | | 

Tommy Carlyn band out of Pitts- | — _ Red Norvo, Aug. 15-23. Pine t 
burgh, now one-nighting in tri-state | Harold Lee New Chicago | Point Casino, Orange Lake, New- | 
area, has just acquired two new men, Manager for Robbins burgh, N. ¥. 
Pee Wee Walker, former!y with Ray ; : Harry James, Aug. 15-21, East- | 3 
Pearl, and Will Ashley, who used . Chicago, Aug. 12. | wood Gardens, Detroit; 22, Mansion, | i 
to be with George King Harold Lee, who has been chief | youngstown, O. 

; }of the Southern Music office here, 











| bins office. 


Replaces Jack Perrin who is now 
in New York working out a new 
| connection. 

D 0 i S FY | Vaughn Monroe booked into Stan- 
' 





| Sept. 19. 


| | 
takes over aS manager of the Rob- 


Gene Krupa, Aug. 22, Frog Hop B., | 


St. Louis, 
Omaha, 


Mo.; 
Neb. 


23, Peony - Park, 





Dave Cheskin WGR-WKBW, Buf- | 


falo, music director. Currently ba- 
toning or fiddling themes for 14 
chain programs a week, 12 piped to 


| Mutual and two on CBS. 





| ley theatre, Pittsburgh, for week of 
and His Orchestra 


Currently 


ee 





sue Szxzt cus | Monroe, Kaye, Donahue Reap Big 


Virginia Beach 





Personal Management — BILL BURTON 














IN A SUBWAY 
FAR FROM IRELAND 


Columbia Record No, 36211 
= By 





Count Basie (Aud., Atlanta, Ga., 











Blue Barron (Joyvland Park, Lexington, Ky.., 
fair 450 dancers at $1, but did much better at Fountain Ferry Park, Louis- | 
| ville, four days later (8), drawing fine 1,000 at $1. 


J 


Rewards on 1-Niters; Barron Seesaws 


- — — 


(Estimates) 


Aug. 4). Barron collected 


11). 


uly 


6). Grosses big here as rule 


but Clinton’s 1,585 draw at 90c to total $1,426 gross was exceptional. 
Al Donahue (Totem Pole B.. Auburndale, Mass., Aug. 4-7). Donahue 


aa 
)-Gay 


continued pull of previous twe 


SCOTT 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


15,700 dancers-$10,898. On Friday 

















2,500 at 99c. 


HARRY 
JAMES 


AND HIS 
Music Makers Orchestra 





16,000 record didn’t last long. 






Russ Morgan 


pair for $14,118, 


weekend (1-2) 
Tuesday, 2,400 Wednesday, 2,700 Thursday at $1.35 couple. 


(8 


1-2) with 1,500 Monday, 2.100 
Six-day total: 


band drew heaviest crowd of sea- 


son with over 2,200 at 85c for gross of $1,870. 
Sammy Kaye (Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 8). 
‘n’ sway lure netted about 1,600 at $1.15-$1.40 for till load of $1,750. That's 
three times biz of last name band here. 
Andy Kirk (Fairyland Park B., Kansas City, 
1,000 at 70c advance, 90c gate gave Kirk good $800 gross. 
Jimmie Lunceford (Aud., Houston, Tex., Aug. 7). 


Kaye’s swing 


Aug. 8). Fine crowd of 


Vaughn Monroe (Manhattan Beach, N.Y., Aug. 10). Ben Bernie’s Sunday 
Monroe drew 17,600. 
» beach facilities, including dancing, 85c to ballroom alone. 

(Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., an 
began week on first stand here with 2,900 Friday, 3,200 Saturday at $1.35 


Admish: $1.65 for all 


Aug. 8-9). Morgan 


Ray Noble (Radioland B., Twin Falls, Idaho, Aug. 4). Sock 1,750 at $1. 


Despite hot weather Basie | 
| drew exceptionally strong, 5,671 people, at 75c-85c, to gross $4,237. 
Larry Clinton (Peony Park, Omaha, Aug 


Excellent reception; | 


10 THE 





4 INK SPOTS 





THEY ARE HELD OVER 


(2 Additional Weeks) 


BY POPULAR DEMAND 
AT ThE 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 








Personal Management 


De aes aa 


we Sta Seek 





Columbia Records Next night at Miramar B., Boise, band got very nice play of $1,500 at $1. | GALE : INC. 
Fair 1,450 at 85c greeted group at Natatorium Park B., Spokane succeed- 48 West 48th Street 
ON TOUR ing evening (6). At Trianon B., Seattle, Friday (12) outfit got good crowd | es 
of 1,250 at $1. New York 


Dir.: — Music 











Tony Reynolds (Pleasure Beach, Bridgeport, Conn., Aug. 10). Return of ; 


America of | 
| Reynolds to spot where he teed off two years ago brought good 1,160 at 66c. | 


Corp of 


GVVVVIVVVTt 




















ORCHESTRAS—MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 13, 194] 





— 


15 Best Sheet 


(Week ending 


Music Sellers 


Aug. 9, 1941) 





You andI ... 
Maria Elena 


. Willson 


ee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeeseeeee Southern 


Things I Love Sndlteia ides a daaae emia bond aeeecenwhenmas ae 


Intermezzo 


. Schuberth 


Baddy .ccccccce 0600500600004600080000000000000000000000 Ee 
nee ieckeesisbebemenwns ccccccccece MATES 
*Kiss Boys Goodbye (‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’).....seceees+ Famous 
"Til Reveille ......... De iil lei nial cocccccccces Melody 
Green Eyes ........... oe ee eee ee 
Wet Ave Diy GUMS covcecccceccdgcnscccsecdes seeeee. SOUthern 
es Sk Nv ew cece cedeataesianes sekeerweten eoesee SChuMann 
Weel TOMNORTOW 6 ik ccs cecescccss ievks beeawaneseee +e... Republie 
Guess I'll Have to Dream the Rest...csccccecscees eee Block 
Apple Blossom Time.......ceeeees eoccceccee cecceee Broadway 
Gouth of Morth Careline .occcccccccccccccocccccccceccc cf OSG 





*Filmusical. 














The Art of Dance Band Bookings 


- 


Everything Against It In Seattle — Long Jumps 
Between Cities and Not Many Cities 


By DON REED 


Band booking in Seattle is prac- 
tically an unknown art, with only 
two spots in town that occasionally 
book in traveling bands. These are 
the Trianon Ballroom, which aver- 
ages about one traveling band a 
month, and the Olympic hotel, which 
has used about six in the past two 
years. 

Geographic location of Seattle 
works against the use of traveling 
bands, particularly name bands. Be- 
~ing up in the northwest corner of 
the nation, off the main line of east- 
west, north-south travel, about the 
only traveling bands booked are 
those barnstorming up from Cali- 
fornia for one-nighters. 

No Cocktails 


This handicap, together with an- 
ether even more important—no bars, 
no cocktail lounges, because of state’s 
no mixed drinks law—results in the 
almost universal use of local bands, 
and as a result taverns, roadhouses 
and night spots often us the same 
bands year after year. 

Seattle is, probably more than any 
other like-sized city a working man's 
town. The city is full of taverns and 
bars that use jukeboxes or one to 
three-piece bands for dancing, but 
the majority of the taverns have 
only the boxes, with no place for 
dancing because of the high license 
fee for such activity. Consequently, 
all recent attempts to operate night 
elubs have resulted in failure. 

The Olympic hotel has, in the 
©lympic Bowl, the town’s only night 
elub or supper club. And this is 
kept open chiefly for prestige and 
guest pull, as even the price of lesser 
known bands runs the Bowl in the 
red every month. There are several 
eafes in Chinatown that use bands 
and have dance floors, but the main 
eenters for Seattle night life are the 
roadhouses north and south, most 
important ones being the Ranch and 
Oasis to the north, the new China 
Pheasant to the south. The Ranch 
and Oasis use variety acts in con- 
junction with their regular bands, 
being about the only spots that book 
in outside acts. Downtown places 
such as the Music Box and Music 
Hall depend mostly on local talent, 
but do book in name attractions now 
and then. Chances taken in doing 
this is well shown in the case of the 
Music Box using Duke Ellington and 
band for two weeks about a year ago; 
Box is still paying off on the engage- 
ment which ran way down in the 
red. 

Peculiar liquor laws of the state, 
about which cafe, dance hall, nitery 
and hotel operators moan constantly, 
works very effectively to keep profits 
of niteries down or non-existent, and 
also has a restraining action against 
the addition of new night clubs or 
added entertainment in the hotels. 
Several of the larger hotels would 
use small bands and entertainers if 
allowed to open bars or cocktail 
lounges and there is no doubt that 
easing of the no-mixed-drinks law 
would result in the opening of sev- 
eral first-class night clubs. Before 
prohibition every large hotel in the 
city had a band and there were also 
a number of cafes having full-time 
orchestras. 

Move to legalize bars and the sale 
of mixed drinks in restaurants, cafes 
and hotels at the last legislature was 
foredoomed to failure and was never 
renorted ont of committee. Also 


easing of Saturday closing law to al- 
low taverns and bars to sell wine and 
beer until 1 am. Saturdays was 
vetoed by Governor Langle after a 
long struggle to get it through both 
houses. Present law forbids the sale 
of wine and beer on Sunday, state 
liquor stores also being closed on 
that day. 

Speakeasies Still 
Enforcement of the liquor law 
whereby city has only bottle sales 
not only reminds of the old days in 
that bottles are put on or under the 
table in most night spots, but also 
results in the operation of a number 
of speakeasies, atmosphere of which 
are redolent with same smoke and 
decor of those of ten years ‘ago. 
Speaks are mostly in the Skid Road 
section or its fringe and are on a 
pattern of small smaky dives, having 
a small bar, a smaller dance floor, 
two to four-piece band and some- 
times a blackjack or crap table. One 
thing about the speaks is that prob- 
ably the best hot music in Seattle is 
heard in them, with several colored 
trios that really pour it on. 

High school contingent does not 
mean much to any downtown places 
outside of the Trianon, because of 
monthly PTA dances at the various 


schools; dance halls at numerous 
nearby lakes and resorts get the 
younger play during the summer 
season. College trade stays out in 


the university district mostly, patron- 
izing the Trianon a bit and splurging 
at the Olympie Bowl on infrequent 
occasions. 

Another liability against good 
bands here is that younger musicians 


| of any talent go south or east, where 


opportunities are more plentiful, 
with an occasional talented localite 
being picked up by a traveling band. 

Hard to figure how name bands 
will draw here. Experience at the 
Trianon, where Kay Kyser drew a 
record crowd recently, indicates that 
a big time radio show band is the 
surest puller for a crowd. Neither 
Russ Morgan nor Glen Gray, here 
recently, drew very big, and reason 
is said to be that they have not had 
a big radio show of late. Only bands 
that would draw along with Kyser 
would be Glenn Miller, the Dorseys, 
or other topshow radio bands of the 
moment. 

Town Well Heeled 

Seattle is the big city of the Pacific 
Northwest, but many of the facets of 
social life of same size eastern or 
midwestern cities are missing. Latest 
census gives the town about 500,000, 
but none of the radio stations have 
a staff band, and the only theatre us- 
ing a pit band is the Palomar. Most 
businesses here are booming, with 
defense spending giving much more 
in comparison than most other cities; 
and airplane factories, shipyards, 
lumber mills, etc., are putting new 
ernployees on by the _ thousands. 
Figured almost any way the town 
looks ripe for bands and entertain- 
ment, but operators shake their heads 
and say they can’t figure it. Town 
usually gives roadshow plays, ballets, 
concert stars and the like a hearty 
welcome and strong boxoffice—as 
witness the Ice Follies recent $27,000 
week [ending May 17]—but when it 
comes to bands it’s a headache. 

For the reason it seems one guess 
is aS good as another; but most ob- 
servers point to the pattern of social 
life created by the liquor laws and 
the geheral tenor of Seattle night 
life and say. “There you are.’ 





Top British Radio Plugs 


‘So You're the One’ (C-O), 
‘How Did He Look?’ (Prowse), 
‘For All That I Care’ (Wrigh?), 
‘Silver Wings’ (Maurice). 

‘It's Alway You’ (Ci. :ppell). 
‘Apple Blossom Time’ (FDW®), 
‘Never Mind’ (Wright). 
‘Sergeant Sally’ (Prowse), 
‘That Song’ (Chappell). 
‘Amapola’ (Campbell). 

‘This Heart of Mine’ (FDH.b 
‘Johnny Pedler’ (FDH.), 





BEST SELLERS 
‘I’ve Got Sixpence’ (Wood). 


‘Waltzing in Clouds’ (Feld- 
man). 

‘Old English Memories’ 
(Wood). 


‘Darling Daughter’ (Chappell). 
‘Do I Love You?’ (Chappell), 
‘Sergeant Sally’ (Prowse). 

‘I Understand’ (Sun). 

‘Over the Hill’ (C-C). 

‘Silver Wings’ (Maurice). 
‘Steeple Pointing’ (Maurice). 


Shuberts Sue Schirmer 
Over ‘Maytime’ Rights 


April Productions, Inc. (Shuberts), 
filed suit yesterday (Tuesday) in 
N.Y. supreme court against G. 
Schirmer, Inc., seeking an injunc- 
tion, accounting of profits and dam- 
ages for the unauthorized use of the 
music from plaintiff's operetta, ‘May- 
time.’ April Prods. claims that Shu- 
bert Theatrical Co., its assignor, 
granted the defendant the publishing 
and mechanical rights to ‘Maytime’ 
in September, 1917, but did not 
grant radio rights. 

Schirmer is accused of having per- 
mitted broadcasts of the music and 
of having granted ASCAP the 
rights to broadcast the music. Other 
charges say that Schirmer has failed 
to account for legitimate perform- 
ances after having received in ex- 
cess of $100,000, and that April 
wants 50% of the proceeds on 
mechanical rights in excess of $10.- 
000, and royalties on sales of sheet 
music in excess of $10,000. Suit was 
revealed by a plea to examine of- 
ficers of Schirmer, to be argued on 
Aug. 18. 











Band Review 








DUKE DALY ORCHESTRA (14) 
With Vera Barton 
Playland Casino, Rye, N. Y. 

Playland Amusement Park’s Ca- 
sino is the first date this latest Duke 
Daly band ever played. For the 
length of time the band has been in 
existence it’s not bad, and it should 
improve because the leader, hus- 
band of Paula Stone, is rehearsing 
it continually. 

Daly’s five sax, three yoo, ty two 
trombone, three rhythm combination 
lacks arrangements more than any- 
thing, It’s books are currently 
stocked with things that only occa- 
sionally make a good impression. A 
great many of them are jive things 
turned out by Horace Henderson 
(who’s delivering two new arrange- 
ments a week), most of which lack 
the taste and imagination so neces- 
sary in modern dance band arrange- 
ments. Few of them generate any 
enthusiasm, but those that do prove 
that the playing of the band itself 
is much better than it seems to be 
when it tees off on the negative 
writings. 

One of the weakest points in the 
band at the moment is a drummer 
whose steady, tasteless pounding gets 
monotonous fast, and Daly himself. 
Leader’s work up front is pretty 
lacking in personality and could 
stand a perking. 
ter crack may not be justified. When 
caught threatening weather kept the 
room’s tables a sea of almost un- 
blemished white, no incentive to trot 
out tricks. Additionally, the Ca- 
sino’s walls and numerous columns 
are solid concrete, which don’t treat 
any music kindly. The echoes even 
had Daly ducking. 

The outfit, staffed by some good 
men, is alternately rough and clean 
sounding, the best team work being 
evident in the saxes. With more 
time and attention there’s no rea- 
son why it can’t hit and stay in the 
big time. 

Vera Barton, former staff singer 
at WHN, N. Y., handles vocals. She 
handles her mike tries in good voice. 
Her looks are not flattered by a 
glaring white spbt from above. 

Wood. 





Miklos Rozsa, on loan from Alex- 
ander Korda, is scoring Walter 





Wangér’s ‘Sundown.’ 


However, the lat-|. 





Inside Stuff—Music 


Colonial Musie Pub. Co., Inc., a subsidiary of Standard Phonograph Co 
which, in turn, produces foreign recordings for RCA Victor, is continuing 
publication of ‘Misirlou,’ a Greek melody by N. Roubanis which that cafe 
pianist first composed in 1910. It became a somewhat traditional folk song 
through the years, particuiarly by meistersingers and cafe musicians in 
the Balkan countries, and wasn’t copyrighted until 1927 and just recopye 
righted by Colonial with new lyrics by Fred Wise, Milton Leeds and S. K, 
Russell (Spanish wordage: J. Pina). 


North & South American Musie Co. (Warner Bros.’ Latin gubsid in 
which Xavier Cugat is partnered) was dickering to take it over, on 
strength of Cugat’s recent recording for Columbia, but Paul Case, ig 
charge of Colonial’s exploitation activities, is plugging the number indes 
pendently, 


Colonial’s parent company, Standard Phonograph, found “Beer morte 
i 


Polka’ among other tunes for the U. S. market, and Shapiro-Bernste 
thus acquired it, 








One of those coincidents has hooked up ‘This Above All,’ theme song 
which Sammy Stept and Charlie Tobias wrote ad lib, with 20th Centurys 
Fox's forthcoming filmization of the Eric Knight best seller of that title, 
Picture will be made in England. Songsmiths turned out the ballad months 
ago, strictly from the literati best sellers and placed it with Feist, inde- 
pendently of any film hookup. When 20th bought the rights, it naturally 
spotted it into the picture, due to a long-established Hollywood link be- 
tween the pub and the pic company. 





Caro] Scott, songwriter, has retained counsel to start infringement suits 
against those stations that have been broadcasting transcription versions 
of her latest number, ‘In a Hansom Cab with a Handsome Caballero.’ Miss 
Scott contends that while she did grant Broadcast Music, Inc., a non-exclu- 
sive right, the permission was strictly for live broadcasts and did not pro- 
vide a general release for recordings. 

She had also, Miss Scott said, rejected a publication contract offered her 
by BMI. 





Jack Kapp, prez of Decca, found Hildegarde’s recording of ‘Darling, Je 
Vous Aime Beaucoup’ such a big seller, that he also had Bing Crosby make 
another waxing for Decca. Not yet released. It’s Hildegarde’s treme song, 
authored by Anna Sosenko, her manager. Kapp also had Richard Himber 
do the dance version, the Decca topper figuring that 35e¢ disks will thus 
further stimulate Hildegarde’s 75c recording sales. 





‘Elmer's Tune (Robbins) is by Elmer Albrecht, in collaboration with 
Sammy Gallop and Dick Jurgens, of the Jurgens band, which started it 
in the midwest, and has already asserted itself as a jukebox seller around 


NBC-CBS Plugs 


Following compilation of plugs on NBC and Columbia’s New York out- 
lets covers the week beginning Aug. 4 (Monday) and ending Aug. 10 
(Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on daily recapitulations fur- 
nished by the Office of Research-Radio Division of the College of the City 
of New York. 








PUB- 

TITLE LISHER TOTAL 
EMRE) i53y carat trnthbrassie db toh Mea RORs SARK TRE KER TA SA e eS | eee 40 
Wee GES WON i ok oad ba obo bond cds beeen SP ae 40 
BE Hird iea tke ea Raden beak b Oh sdss 60s bs tee oe CuaR RODUBLIE .ccccccce OF 
Temes T LOVE sc ccccce rye eee SENET eee TEETER UL eT Cr: COMODO .ccccece OS 
er MOT <n. 4-5 940644 b's oad oa bw ea eS eireks «ateees COMPO! ciccecce On 
ERR anaes bo Saheb HSC Ess Cee EERE Ook eee eERD BOUtHErN dcicccece Bi 
eR eS errr rr eT rT errr rs |, een oe 30 
Green Eyes......... RERACE CEASA ADAMS LSD TE CRE ROE Southern ......e. 30 
ag Be oo ee é:60an0 6.00 et shonnce OO 
MO ee Eos oh. cieo ed cree che eerekacks tek ceseen WE. NcceWeeess Oe 
Guess Have to Dream Rest......cccsccccescce coccese BIOCK 6 .icvcs cooee oe 
Intermezzo (*IntermezzZo)........cccceccsescccccees. SChUberth cee ae 
MOULE OF TROPEH GCAPOLIOE.. oso. o0i0 600 s06 sees éiccnenasens oo ree ooo Oe 
Lament to Love.......e. peGeeEGEs 60s s CHEs Vaeeneenes a , Dee , 
"Til Reveille......... TC ere Tee Tee Tre Te CT ECT oS 
ee Ne CN eed un sa uh e RE Ge es eka eee ee Schumann .,...... 19 
Bee Gees wey, PhO All, «. 6é.ss6.0sbic-acdcawsad ec ceisks BNDOSSY .6.ccecce 19 
Pee Pr OIE 540-500 660s bbebes esc bneseeseseses rere oe 18 
ae ee. SE  6.6545000086 44 06400000eeenenss pT | oe Un 
Yes, Indeed .........00. RRO ARTE ene oo Embass; ... 000. . 1b 
ae ee MRE on pene cy ds0% 6 6406158 So we cRA ELE BOULNEIN ccccesse 16 
City Called Heaven....., ai’, CY eT eee ere eee 6650 WOEEOEH sctecedece- 40 
SW TOOT PO, TIN csciconiccecvisesoes Ribads CREE Bsivdecksess de 
gE | a ee NT Te DE Ate tmekhesaecK-ae 
Eee rere rere Pasabea ks sesewisasuane bacon Marks ..ssccceceee 1 
ee See MT 0050500600660 bskenesactaoaeacns Sheldon ..ccccecs 18 
Nighty Night .......... ren a ee ee ee 
Booglie Wooglie Piggy...........sesseees Nimabicnaaiall Mutual ...ccecece 12 
Bello =THETS....6500ccaee nba aaahanineecead Te | en: | | 
Ce GED vncccncueswseccedeaenese iséecmonnn BETES: sccceceonce 1} 
RSOCOT Gh OF WEY BEING. ccccccccccccvcivsoccceccos pnemn’ BOUTNOIN .cccvace J 
MOROOGIO GOIN Te vnc 040ecedecesce eee Divs cnikoawsen ned Nationwide ...... 1 
DE 20 Se datkSeiadeeshbewennntatcebsoakncsoanal ME caken ewes wer 1} 
ns cad Siete sce Raiee Casa dasa kes ses ean ewengers PS ee semeees 1j 
Sing Love Song......... Kehoe weaneekans a Scackwane Te Jancaess 00 


*Filmusical excerpt. 


Mutual Network Plugs 


The following tabulation of network popular music performances is not 
confined to WOR, New York release for Mutual Broadcasting System, but 
also includes the entire MBS chain. Compilation herewith covers the week 
beginning Aug. 4 (Monday) and ending Aug. 10 (Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 
2 a.m. based on daily recapitulations furnished by Accurate Reporting 
Service and the MBS logs. 








TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
a ee ae ES ee ea seenesee MED secvcudes 
Kiss Boys Goodbye—(*Kiss Boys Goodbye)......... Republic ....... a 
ere ee Beever 15 
RS Te TEP eT TE eee ae a ree eee . 15 
Don’t Cry Cherie ...... 640600004 56008400400Sesrne Y “er .. 18 
Lk ES ere eee. «are 20 
I Understand ......., $0000058b00b0000h0s6a86bns .. Schumann . oo 
Se Se COE TOD. vecnecvnshsdckeciascsbeesesesaee bse. poo 
Maria Elena ........... Gbbes BhabdN de +6enene ee ee . 12 
Rose and Prayer......... sbastbsanoneéucoas ia ee il 
0 eee pueedesatebssenes cocccess embassy .... 11 
Intermezzo—(*Intermezz0) .escccecsccccccecceceess SChuUberth 2.000% 10 


*Filmusical excerpt. 

















Wednesday, August 13, 1941 


VARIETY 


MUSIC 53 





Only Eight ASCAP Protests Says NBC 





NBE reported yesterday (Tuesday) that out of the 90-odd responses 
that it has received from a wire informing its affiliates of the impend- 
ing ASCAP deal only eight expressed any disapproval. The network 
is confident that once the contract forms have been eompleted and 
have been given the double O by the executive committees of the 
Independent Radio Network Affiliates and the National Association 
of Broadcasters the tiff between the radio industry and ASCAP will 
be cleaned up by at least 95%. 

One of the affiliate objectors was Ed Craney, Montana operator, 
who already has contracts with ASCAP. Craney doesn’t want to pay 
on the basis of 2%% but wants to work out his own system of com- 
pensation on network commercials, 


Mutual Seeks Same Terms as NBC 
And Wants ‘Em Retroactive to May 19 

















- 


The Mutual Network and the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers have already 
engaged in crossfire over the fa- 
vored nations clause in their licens- 

steps into Irving Berlin, Inc., as 


ing agreement. Mutual contends : 

‘ general professional manager, won’t 
that any better deal given to another! be settled until he returns from 
network should be made retroactive; the West Coast next week. Mean- 
to May 19, when the ASCAP-MBS | while the firm is functioning with- 
deal became effective, while John | out a professional head, as Charlie 
G. Paine, the Society’s general man-| Warren’s resignation from that post 
ager, has informed the network that | took effect Saturday (9). 
payment is to be made on the basis Dreyer was with Berlin’s pro- 
of the original up until that time any | fessional department until early in 
better network contract goes into ef-| 1933 when he went out to Holly- 
fect. wood to represent the firm around 

The agreement between Mutual|the studios. RKO later put him 
and ASCAP stipulates that the lat- | in charge of its music department. 
ter will ‘have the benefit of any| _He was in New York last week 
more favorable arrangement made | “'scussing the managerial job with 
with another network. Fred Weber, | Saul Bornstein, operating head of the 
Mutual general manager, last week Berlin company. 


phoned Paine that he construed this 
clause as giving MBS a retroactive | pae 
10 the ‘Mills Has Gus Edwards’ 
Renewal Rights; Follows 


DAVE DREYER PENDS 


His Joining of Berlin As General 
Professional Mgr. Coming Up 








Question ef whether Dave Dreyer 





claim to the terms granted NBC. 
Paine answered with a letter setting 
forth the Society’s position on the 
issue. 

Weber holds that Mutual is en- 
titled to the difference, even though 
it is comparatively small, because, if 
nothing else, of the moral principle Mills 
involved. Mutual, he argues, should 
not be penalized because it was the | 


Music, 
Gus 





has obtained 


the 


Inc., 


from Edwards 


renewal 


; . | rights of all his compositions. What 
first to sign up with ASCAP. His; Nis Maal om be ee dae 
claim is based more on moral than | ®@V€ Me eeal an Ironic twist is that 
contractual grounds, while ASCAP|it came several weeks after Mills 


points that Mutual has had the| 
ASCAP repertoire all to itself and} 
should be willing to pay the differ- 
ence, 


BURLEIGH NOMINATED 
FOR THE ASCAP BOARD 


had settled a dispute with Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co. over the renewal 
rights of the works of the late Will 
D. Cobb, who collaborated with Ed- 
wards on many of his hits, by agree- 
ing to let S-B handle the publica- 
tion of the Cobb songs on a royalty 
basis. 





Mills had held the original copy- 
rights on these collaborated num- 
bers. The Edwards songs involved 


; ‘enewal assig » i *] > 

Without precedent last week was in the renewal assignment include 

. ; . *!*School Days,’ ‘Sunbonnet Sue,’ ‘A 

the nomination of Harry T. Bur- ‘. ai a : 

; Boy Like You Loves a Girl Like Me 
leigh, 74-year-old Negro composer 


and ‘I Can’t Make My Eyes Behave.’ 
Edwards has for years made a prac- 
tice for reserving to himself the re- 
newal rights of his works as they 
came due. 


and arranger, to the board of direc- 


tors of the American Society of 


Authors, Composers and Publishers. | 
Three vacancies on the board are to | 4 
be filled by standard writers. | Another group of renewals recent- 
‘ ly obtained by Mills is that of 
Jerome. There are about 
in the group and they include ‘Rum- 
Tum-Tum-Tiddle, ‘Flower Garden 


Other nominees are Deems Taylor 
and Oley Speaks, present board 
members, and Clara Edwards, Hor- | 
ace Johnson, Geoffrey O’Hara, John 
Tasker Howard and Harvey Enders. 


Grows.’ 
Burleigh, who is perhaps best known | ; 





for his spiritual arrangement of | ing to Serve ASCAP Just Now 
‘Deep River,’ has long been asso- ABBOTT & COSTELLO’S | - - 
° i " » i 11.4 ‘ Sane _ 7 nt _ . 
ciated with G. Ricordi. Bi g io! lew directors of 
It is the first time in ASCAP'S | ARGUMENTATIVE SONG ASCAP is expecte to proceed | 
history that a Negro has been nomi- v Bd : ; as f e-7 er ¢ 
nated for a post on the governing ed Bea 1 s cerne t 
board. Bud Abbott and Lou Costello have ec e cieal J I Ring ne 
undertaken to do a ‘Mr. Gallagher ; canaiaate cue we e ap-} 
: ‘ Shean.” They’ sold the | pointments Edwi H. Morris ha 
Elmore White, professional man-| and Mr. Shean. ee Sere. Te te tse, anlar te: eke 
: . 9: ublication rights to ¢z argumenta- | aSK i S ) tnarawn, 
ager of BMI’s newly formed subsidi- publication rights to an a gu en a aie Race as ea Gaataaia ton 
ary, Radio Tunes. Inc., hired Harold | tive routine set to music titled, “Ab- | | , ana minatir com 
nt * ig “ry | bo and Costello,’ Mills Music, | ¥ pudi S DOM SNE oil 
Wald, brother of film writer Jerry i . ee —" ~ oo the ri x} “ pes mittee he expres: ed a reluctance 
to | > < > § olds ights aiedies: “ ; 
Wald, as the first member of his|4nc. same firm ® 0 |for going on the board at this time 
New York stuff Firm will 


maintain representatives in Holly- Irving Mills made the deal with 
wood and Chicago. Abbott and Costello on the Coast. 


Sectelatineinttininiammnenaauaainemnantene 


Jay Levison and Ray Evans (Writers of ‘G’Bye Now’) say 


“HELLO THERE” 


—and wish to publicly thank the artists who made it possible 
for us to the hn the fist of most played songs” our first week 
in the music publishing business ... We would have liked 
to take a full page ad to express our gratitude but we 
muet prepare 
REGULAR COPIES AND DANCE ARRANGEMENTS 

Anyway “we will meet the gang at Tony's” at high noon reg 
(Wednesday) and start from there. Till then G’BYE N ; 


LEVISON-EVANS MUSIC CORP., 336 W. 24th Street, New York 


also | the ‘Gallagher and Shean’ routine. 














Bill | 


20 SONRS | 


| Ball’ and ‘Where the Red, Red Rose | 














Counting the Days 





Chafing more than the pub- 
lishers themselves over the de- 
lay in contractual consumma- 
tion of the deal entered into be- 
tween NBC and ASCAP are 
these publishers’ professional 
managers. Latter have prevailed 
upon band leaders to make up 
arrangements of their new tunes 
with the assurance that ASCAP 
music would be back on NBC 
in two weeks. 

The professional heads, as 
anxious as they are to getting 
rolling again, don’t want to find 
themselves in the predicament 
of having to admit later to lead- 
ers that things didn’t happen as 
represented. 


ASCAP Asks Court Rule 
BMI Not Properly Party 
To Edw. B. Marks Suit 


The American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors, and Publishers will 
ask the N. Y. supreme court on Aug. 
18 to eliminate Broadcast Music, Inc., 
as a plaintiff in an action against it, 
leaving Edward B. Marks Music Co. 
as the complaining party, and to 
dismiss the suit by Marks as de- 
fective. It will be claimed BMI is 
not a proper party to the action, 

Suit is a test action, and includes 
five songwriters as well as ASCAP 
as defendants. Marks, the actual 
plaintiff, was a member of ASCAP 
and seeks to have the courts decide 














longed to ASCAP. 
|fendants are Bud _ Green, 
Greer, J. Rosamond Johnson, Lew 
Pollack and Tot-Seymour. They 
wrote the songs which are involved 
|in the controversy. 


Songwriter 
Jesse 





‘Marks Scores Point In 


° whether ASCAP has the rights to its 
Will D. Cobb Settlement music, published by it when it be-| 





de- | 





| 


‘Rancho Grande’ Suit 





Edward B. 


scored a 


Marks Music 
point over Stasny 
|Corp. and Mrs. Betty F. 
| 
N.Y. federal court yesterday (Tues- 
day) when Judge Edward A. Con- 
ger refused to dismiss Marks’ suit 
and ordered a trial of the issues 
Marks the defendants 
| publishing arrangements of 
Grande’ without 
| Song 
composer in 
defendants, 
i 


Stasny in 


claims are 
‘Rancho 
permission. 

given by the Mexican 
1934 to Marks, 
s, in seeking a 
t to be in the 
That issue will 
at the trial 


| siti 
| RELUCTANT NOMINEES 


| Edwin Morris, Lester Santly Unwill- 


Was 


dismissal, 
public do- 
have to be 


claimed 
main 
decided 


withdrawal request was 
contained in a wire to the ASCAP 
board and not to the nominating 
!committee and it arrived after the 
| ballots had been printed and mailed 
|to the publisher membership. Edgar 
| Leslie did succeed in having his 
'name stricken from the list of 
| writer candidates. Leslie, who re- 
| signed from the board in the midst 
| of discussions on the NBC deal, made 
| his request direct to the writers’ 
nominating committee. 


Morris’ 








Jimmy Howe, lab worker at Uni- 
versal, cleffed ‘Mr. Soldier Boy,’ his 
| first song, which will be introduced 
iby the Merry Macs. 


' 

| . 

| Henry King and band booked into 
' the Trianon, Seattle, August 20-21. 





| 


Corp. 
Music | 


| forcing immediate closure of a net- 


NBC PACT (MODEL FOR ALL RADIO) 
NEARS FINAL FORM; NAB INVOLVED 





‘Protective’ Clauses Delaying Factor—Neville Miller 
May Have to Sell Broadcasters on Terms — 
Publishers Summon Patience 





NBC and ASCAP had but two 
points to thrash out late yester- 
day (Tuesday) before they could 
consider the contract forms cov- 
ering the new licensing agree- 
ment as finished and ready to 
go out to the network’s affiliates. 
These points had to do with the 
optional right of a station li- 
censee to shift from the per pro- 
gram plan to the blanket plan 
and visa versa. 

The network had first held 
that an affiliate should be al- 
lowed to make such shifts as it 
saw fit but it later conceded that 
there ought to be a limit to the 
period within which such shifts 
can be made. NBC’s new pro- 
posal was that the stations agree 
to stick to one plan for a year 
but with the privilege of switch- 
ing to another pian for the fol- 
lowing year on 90 days’ notice. 
The right to switch within this 
mechanism would prevail for 
the nine years of the agreement. 

ASCAP’s radio committee was 
called into session yesterday aft- 
ernoon (Tuesday) to study this 
proposal 
NBC’s delay in putting the finish- | 

ing touches to contracts embodying 
the network’s deal with the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers has produced a dis- 
quieting effect in ASCAP publisher 
quarters. ASCAP directors had 
been under the impression that NBC 


situation, NBC had anything but the 
intention of making peace for that 
network and letting CBS fend for it- 
self. NBC’s course, they now find, 
is to put through contract forms 
that will meet with the approval of 
CBS and the rest of the radio in- 
dustry as represented on the board 
of the National Association of Broad- 
casters. NBC last week presented 
the details of the ASCAP terms and 
conditions to the executive commit- 
tee of the Independent Radio Net- 
work Affiliates and almost made a 
similar presentation to the N.A.B. 
directorate. The latter authorized 
its executive committee to co-oper- 
ate with NBC in working out con- 
tracts with ASCAP and, if it so 
wishes, to recommend such com- 
pleted contracts to the N.A.B. mem- 
bership. (i.e. most of the radio in- 
dustry). 

That NBC is representing the 
wishes of other interests than its own 
in the formulation contracts has, ac- 
cording to ASCAP directors, been 
obvious in the discussions between 
NBC and ASCAP counsel the past 
several days. NBC lawyers have at 
each subsequent meeting brought up 
new angles for inclusion in the con- 
tracts. ASCAP counsel, it was said, 
have had to point out again and 
again that most of these points are 
matters of negotiations with their 
principals and that all they (ASCAP 
counsel) have been authorized to do 
is couch the terms and conditions 


had been dealing for itself and its | agreed upon in legal language. 
affiliated stations but incidents of the ‘Protective’ Clauses 
past week have nudged _ these 





An NBC high official declared 
Monday (11) that all that remained 
to the task of contract writing, pre- 

: . . ] ar >tti he or : 
the entire broadcasting industry, in- liminary to getting the forms out 

1 ‘Re to the NBC affiliates, was the in- 

cluding CBS. : : 
papi clusion of certain protective clauses. 

ASCAP leaders admit themselves| AsCAP directors later stated that 
perplexed by the past week’s devel-| they knew of no protective clauses 
opments, They are torn between re-|jhat could be included other than 
conciling themselves to a wait of| those that had already been agreed 
from three to four weeks before|to. NBC counsel, it was said, had 
hearing ASCAP music again on|said something about providing for 
NBC or resorting to drastic legal/|a reduction in the fee in the event 
action in the speculative hope of |there was a diminution of the 
ASCAP catalog, but that this sub- 
| ject was dropped when it was sug- 


ASCAPites to the conclusion that 
NBC is seeking to obtain terms and 
conditions that will be acceptable to 


work contract. From NBC yesterday 


(Tuesday) came the assurance that | gested by ASCAP counsel that the 
its efforts to obtain affiliate support | idea should also work the other 
ifor its ASCAP deal were moving | way, that is an increase tor ASCAP 
along satisfactorily. Also the opin-|should it acquire catalogs not in- 


but the 











ion that it would take at least until | cluded in the present repertoire. 


Sept. 1 before the network could| Other issues brought up by NBC 
complete the preliminaries nece sary | counsel during these verbiage de- 
to resuming ASCAP music. Indica-| bates have had to do with ASCAP’s 
tions have ‘been given by CBS that | granting of releases for any suits 
it will go along on the same terms} pending to persons and corpora- 
obtained by NBC. | tions jn the radio business. NBC 
7 | ‘ ve 
As ASCAP directors now see the |} (Continued on page 63) 
NE 
















































































chooses Columbia Transcriptions 










wEw YORK When you're giving your eye 
799 Seventh Avenv® 5k” support of & sparkling radio | em 
a but regional markets make it impracties 
: broadcast direct—you want par 08 
_ that don’t lose any vitality or punc “ = 
“a hy so many great companies like Dr. 
—— Pe nee and its radio-wise agency, Benton 
: & Saitek, Inc., are turning to Columbia for | 
sane bonctne toes? ultra-high-quality transcriptions. 
Granite 4134 





TRANSCRIPTIONS 


Made by The Columbia Recording Corporation. 
A Service of The Columbia Broadcasting System. 
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T. D. Kemp Sees Dixie’s Best Vaude 
Season in Yrs.; Units and Name Bands 


That aoataee hecttt sn | DeHaven Named AGVA 
Exec Sec in Cleveland 


in Dixie will be the best in years 
is the prediction of T. D. Kemp, 
Charles DeHaven (and Nice) has 
been appointed executive secretary 


Jr., booker, in discussing the fall 
lineup for stage shows in the south- 

of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists’ local in Cleveland. 


@astern territory. 
Already booking stage shows for 
DeHaven, vet vaude actor, took 
over last week, replacing Charles 


@ large number of theatres in the 
Nelson. 








south, Kemp said he can’t take care 
of all the theatres that have asked 
him for stage unit bookings. Kemp 
fs booking a larger than avearge 
mumber of road shows and name 
bands in addition to regular units 


this season. Kemp said re-'’ | SUNBROCK PI S 
routes for units would be resumed 
fm the territory on Sept. 1 atu (0 ON l F 


would offer nine weeks of con- 








secutive bookings. 


The route will include houses of 
Wilmer & Vincent, Wilby-Kincey, 
Lucas & Jenkins, Sparks, and many 
indie houses. Houses that will play 
units on regular weekly policy in- 
clude: Noble, Anniston, Ala.; Plaza, 
Asheville, N. C.; Capitol, Atlanta, 
Ga.; Modjeska, Augusta, Ga.; Beck- 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

Larry Sunbrock, outdoor  pro- 
moter, who was notified by the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
ley, Beckley, W. Va; Grenada, | that he would have to pay all back 
Bluefield, W. Va.; Pantage. Bir-| salaries due AGVA performers, in 
mingham, Ala.; Carolina, Burling-| addition to posting a cash bond to 
ton, N. C.; Royal, Columbus, Ga.;| guarantee ‘future salaries before 
Broadway, Charlotte, N. €.; Vic-| opening his outdoor show here, de- 


tory, Charleston, S. C.; Cabarrus, | jivered $566 to the AGVA local as 
Concord, N. C.; Rialto, Danville, Va.;| his initial payment. 


Carolina, Durham, N. C.; Center, ; oT: 
Greenville, S. C.; National, Greens- Money is to be distributed to the 


A Walter Guice Troupe ($225), Flying 
Boros anigant Hickory, N.C.|Mezoras ($225), Gay Baire ($12), 
Paramount, High Point, N. C.; Pal-| Paroff Trio ($104). Amounts repre- 
ace, Jacksonville, Fla.; Bijou, Knox- | sent balances due the acts on pre- 
ville, Tenn.; Trenton, Lynchburg, | vious Sunbrock dates. There is still 
Va.; Logan, Logan, W. Va.; Carolina, | in litigation the amount of $216, for 
Lumberton, N. C.; James, Newport which acts have entered claims, but 
News, Va.; Granby, Norfolk, Va.;| AGVA is waiting for proof before 
State. Raleigh, N. C.; National, | collecting from Sunbrock 
Richmond, Va.; Gordon, Rome, Ga.; In addition, Sunbrock will be re- 
State, Salisbury, N. C.; State, Spar-! quired to post a $5,000 cash bond to 
tanburg, S. C.; Bijou, Savannah,| guarantee payment of salaries to 
Ga.; Pocahontas, Welsh, W. Va.:| acts appearing at his outdoor show 
Carolina, Wilmington, N. C.; State.| here Aug. 30-Sept. 1. 
Winston-Salem, N. C.; and Lyric. wet. 
Waycross, Ga. 
—" 

Pg Eg ors bce ey Jack Pomeroy, operator of defunct 
ing band of four or five, line of | ‘Stars Over Hollywood’ unit, closed 
eight girls, and four or five acts. | by AGVA in Buffalo for failure to 

Name bands will be booked on | P2y acts, has deposited $200 with the 
a three-week routing at the fol-| AGVA, representing half the bal- 
lowing houses: Plaza, Asheville,| ance ue. Balance is to be paid 


Pomeroy Pays 





N. C.; Albany, Albany, Ga.; Para-| Within 15 days. 

mount, Atlanta, Ga.; Imperial, Au-| Acts sharing proportionately in 
usta, Ga. Paramount, Bristol,| the payment of back salaries are 
enn.; Paramount, Charlottesville, | Shirley Dean, Senator Murphy, Les- 


Va.; Bijou, Chattanooga, Tenn.; Pal-|ter Ohman, and Ross & Pierre. 
metto, Columbia, S. C.; Carolina,| Money was collected by Los Angeles 
Durham, N. C.; Carolina, Green-|AGVA head, Leslie Litomy. 

ville, S. C.; Carolina, Greensboro, 
N. C.; Center, High Point, N. C.; 
Florida, Jacksonville, Fla.; Ten- 
messee, Knoxville, Tenn.; Paramount, 
Montgomery, Ala.; Paramount, New- | 
port News, Va.; Ambassador, Ral- 





Beauhart Settles 
Frank Beauhart, operator of the 
Monroe Club, Peoria, has deposited 
with AGVA here $34.34 as payment 





eight, N. C.; American, Roanoke,|of back salaries due three chorus 
Va.; Wilby, Selma, Ala.; Carolina,| girls, Beauhart disputed the claim, | 
Spartanburg, S. C.; Lucas, Savan-| but, under threat of being declared ' 
nah, Ga.; Bama, Tuscaloosa. Ala.;| unfair by AGVA, paid up in full. 


and Carolina, Winston-Salem. Spot is booked by Chi 
Several legit road shows are also! George Hall. 

being booked, Kemp said. Shows | = 

already set include ‘Blossom Time,’ m 

‘Life With Father,’ ‘Hellzapoppin’,’ | 

and the Marcus show. Others will | Boreo Back at St. Moritz 


be set later. 


agent, 











Emile Boreo returns to the Sky 
Art W : }Gardens of the Hotel St. Moritz, 
eems Quits Weems N.Y., tomorrow (Thursday). Betty 
Chicago, Aug. 12. |Thompson, warbler from Florida, 
Art Weems has resigned from | will make her New York debut with 
Weems, Inc., talent agency here, and | Ford Harrison’s orchestra. 
has returned to the local offices of| Carla and Fernando, South Amer- 
General Amusement, on a personal ican dance team, hold over from et 
appointment’ by Tommy Rockwell. | previous show as do Lolo and Ra-| 
Bob Weems continues in charge of | mon’s rhumba outfit and Harrison’s 
the Weems agency. | crew. 


WILLIE SHORE 


America’s Youngest Singing and Dancing Comedian 


Opening August 22nd 
RICE HOTEL 


Houston, Texas 
PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 


AL BORDE 
N. WABASH AVE. 











203 
Franklin 4406 





Chicago, Ill. 











* Really a Career 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 12. 

Nan Blakstone, cafe singer, com- 
pleting 49th consecutive week of 
work with her fortnight’s engagement 
at Yacht Club last Thursday (7), left 
immediately by car for Des Moines, 
Ia., to open at Club Chesterfield. 
Theatreengagements in Kansas City 
and Miami wiil follow, then come 
bookings at 500 Club in Atlantic 
City, Leon and Eddie's (during 
Eddie Davis’ vacation), Seattle, 
Reno and Hollywood before Miami 
Beach and winter seasOn again. 

Entertainer’s string of consecutive 
bookings began last summer at Bos- 
ton’s Cocoanut Grove (14 weeks) and 
continued at Hotel Elysee («N. Y.) 
Money Room (* weeks’, Latin Quar- 
ter, Miami (10 weeks); 15 weeks 
split between New Yorker Club and 
Brown Derby in Chicago, and Club 


Charles in Baltimore preceding local 
stay. 


Reynolds’ Tobacco 
Army Unit Touring 
Camps in Carolinas 


Nashville, Aug. 12. 

Four bookings at camps in North 
and South Carolina are on schedule 
this week for the ‘Grand Ole Opry’ 
unit of the Camel Caravan, travel- 
ing army camps show bankrolled by 
the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co, Ford 
Rush, WSM Artists Service director, 
is m.c., and cast includes Golden 
West Cowboys, San Antonio Rose, 
Camelettes dancing girls, Kay Carl- 
isle, Minnie Pearle and Dolly Dear- 
man. 

First show was given July 3, at 
Camp Forrest and another at Fort 
Knox, Ky. These shows were pri- 
marily tests to see what type pro- 
grams suited the soldiers. 

Six autos and a truck-trailer make 
up caravan. After this week’s book- 
ings at Fort Jackson, Camp Bragg, 
Camp Davis and Fort Bragg, show 
moves in to Georgia and Florida. 


GRAND, ST. L. BURLEY, 
REOPENS FRIDAY (22) 


St. Louis, Aug. 12. 

Jack Zeisler, the Villas, N. J., Jus- 
tice of the Peace, who managed the 
Garrick and Grand last season for 
the Izzy Hirst burlesk circuit, is 
readying the Grand for opening Fri- 
day (22). Consolidation of two 
houses shuttered the Garrick and the 
Hirst traveling shows shifted to the 
Grand, with Zeisler as top man and 
Harold Clamage second in command. 

The house completed a 37-week 
season, one of the longest in many 
years in this burg. With a general 
increase of b.o. returns for burlesk 
houses in the east and the large 
number of national defense plants in 
St. Louis and environs, Zeisler is 
looking for the banner b.o. year 
since the depression. A lease on the 
Garrick is held by the Hirst circuit. 


Sophie, Cross & Dunn 
In Saratoga Niteries' 


— 























Saratoga Springs, N. Y., Aug. 12. 
Cross and Dunn, who have head- | 
lined at Riley’s Lake House, Sara-| 
toga, during previous seasons, will! 


open a limited engagement there | 
Aug. 14. 
Alice Dawn, singer, Bernie Col-/} 


lins’ band and The Three Majors re- 
main. Victor Montez’s Latin orches- 
tra is the second musical combina- 
tion. 

Sophie Tucker opened at Arrow- 
head Inn Monday (11) after two 
strong opening weeks by Hildegarde 
who had been topping bill. Ted 
Straeter’s orchestra, Gomez and 
Minor and Noro Morales’ rhumba 
band around out of the show. Dan- 
cers replace Georges and Jalna; 
Morales is vice Oscar de la Rosa’s 
rhumbaists. 


Ferdinando Buys Park 


Hartford, Aug. 12. 

Felix Ferdinando has purchased | 
the dilapidated Capitol Park for a 
reported $50,000. Ferdinando, one- 
time band leader, has been operat- 
ing a night club there. 

Park consists of seven acres, de- 
nuded and shorn by the ravages of 
a hurricane and time of everything 
except a boxing arena and the 
nitery. | 
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POteoe 


The Good Old Days 


a a i 


Herewith appears a Variety review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current date of issue. No speceial reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 








(Reprinted from Variety of Aug. 12, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





The first four acts were a continuous procession of wows at the Palace 
Monday night, and when the show had gone along for an hour or so it 
looked as if the audience was going to declare it a field day for the whole 
show-—one of those exceptional occasions wherein those out front whoop 
it up for everybody, and make it a question of who’s going to carry away 
the biggest applause bouquet in an all-hit entertainment. But somehow 
they cooled off a bit toward the end of the first half, and from there on, 
although good to play to, they were not nearly as receptive as in the fore 
part of the evening. 


The show held nine acts, with three silent turns and two sketches, both 
in the first half, with but an act intervening. Owen Jones conducted the 
new orchestra, which succeeded the striking No. 310 men Sunday. The 
musical contingent comprised 12 men, and one woman playing the French 
horn. As a vaudeville orchestra the new bunch shape up excellently, 
there being no perceptible difference between their playing and that of 
the former occupants of the pit. They caught all of the music cues with- 
out a miss Monday night, and generally played the show in a competent 
way that compared more favorably with any of the orchestras that have 
preceded them at the Palace. 


Elly started the show off with a bang and Bill Robinson, the colored 
dancing chap, deuced it for a hit that shook the rafters. Few performers 
who kave filled the admittedly difficult No. 2 hole at the Palace can boast 
of the riotous reception accorded Robinson Monday night. He couldn't 
give ’em enough of the ‘ard shoe tapping which he executes as only a 
colored stepping expert can. Had he cared to, Robinson could have 
stretched his applause for a speech, but he took it out in encores. 


Harry Holman & Co. knocked over a laughing hit, following with ‘Hard- 
Boiled Hampton.’ Mr. Holman is entitled to praise for not overdoing the 
grouchy character he handles so legitimately. The sentimental passages 
are also convincing. Mr. Holman’s two female associates render him 
faultiess support, the team work registering 100%. Mr. Holman was given 
a reception on his entrance and several curtain calls at the finish of his act. 

A reception also greeted Miller and Mack, who have established them- 
selves as Palace favorites. The travesty stuff bowled ’em over for a com- 
edy hit that brought the laughs in gales. The double dancing bits also 
scored on their merits. 

Crane Wilbur and Martha Mansfield, fifth, got plenty of laughs and held 
rapt attention throughout the playing of their travesty playlet, ‘Right or 
Wrong,’ but failed to receive the appreciation they deserved at the finish. 
Mr. Wilbur and Miss Mansfield were accorded warm receptions when they 
appeared. Unlike some of the other picture stars that have taken a dip 
into vaudeville, both are competent players of the spoken drama. The 
supporting cast is also up to the mark, the man playing the judge giving 
a particularly able performance. Thé@ fact of the Holman sketch preceding 
the Wilbur-Mansfield playlet evidently filled the audience up on sketches 
and tended to minimize the impression registered. 

Else and Paulsen (New Acts) open the second half, and Bob Hall, pro- 
gramed for next to closing, changed spots with the George Jessel Revue, 
‘Troubles of 1920." Mr. Hall extemporized everything in sight in song, 
including the show. Some of the rhymes might not excite the admiration 
of a stickler for poetical perfection, but then, as Mr. Hall says, it isn’t so 
easy, when you’re making ’em up on the spur of the moment. He went 
over for a neat score, 

The George Jessel turn still remains one of the best of its type, the 
contrasting values of sentiment and comedy being nicely balanced in a 
manner to make the specialties and numbers stand out. Next to closing 
the act held to the finish, receiving plenty of applause for the high spots 
but doing but fairly at the conclusion. Siegel and Irving, hand balancers, 
closed. 

The Palace was capacity Monday night, with the standee section back 
of the rail well occupied. Bell. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





linghoff landed his first black bass, 
weight three and one-half pounds, 
caught at Mannis fish market, rate 
26c a pound, and devoured at Camp 
Intermission. No one except the 
Saranac, Aug. 12. |! bass knew the difference. 

Bows and salutations to Dr. Wells | John Louden seen downtown on 
for the successful operation that he} mild exercise. 
performed on Mrs. William (Mother) Johnny Papulus, Steubenville, O., 
Morris’ hand. ex-theatre manager, vacashing on 

Evan Evans, who runs a farm here, | Upper Saranac lake. 
is the brother of the late George Write to those who are ill. 
(Honey Boy) Evans. He is not a bad 
tenor singer himself. 

Fred Stone ogled the Actors Col-| 
ony while visiting C. M. Palmer | 
here, en route to New York City| 
from Lake-Of-The-Woods, Canada. 

John P. Mulvany, m.c. and vocal- 
ist of years ago and later of radio 
station WOR, is a new arrival at the 
Will Rogers. 

Don Fairchild was visited by his 
father and mother who motored in 
from Danbury, Conn. 

Harry (Pop) Barrett, formerly of | 
the Juggling Barretts, is totally blind. | 




















Another Return Engagement ! 
e 
WEEK OF AUG, 15TH 


s 
LYRIC THEATRE, Indianapolis 


SHIRLEY DEANE 


“20th Century-Fox Picture 
Singing Star” 


A move is on hand that will sponsor | oe 6 
an operation which may restore part | THOMAS KETTERING 
of his eye-sight. | Direction 





Uncle Henry (Morris office) Ber-| Wala Ser ‘Seeny, Coeage 


a NOTICE !! 
GEORGE HAMID 


IS UNFAIR TO 


THE AMERICAN GUILD OF VARIETY ARTISTS 


(A.F. of L.) 
Any performer working for Hamid or booked by him 
is subject to expulsion from this Union and its Affiliates 
GERALD GRIFFIN, VETO MELFI, 


National Exec. Sec’y. Director Outdoor Div. 
1650 Broadway, New York, N. Y¥. 
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Philly Nitery Biz Does a Switch: 
Now It's the Operators, Not the 
Actors, Who Are Squawkers 


Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 

Once the complaint files of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
were filled with squawks of per- 
formers against night spot operators. 
‘Overwork,’ ‘failure to pay off,’ ‘forc- 
ing entertainers to mix with guests,’ 
etc., were some of the complaints. 

Today, beefs are still coming into 
AGVA—but the squawkers aren’t 
the union’s members but the nitery 
nabobs themselves. The ranks of 
male Philly performers have been 
shot by the draft. Defense jobs have 
taken away many of the girls. Less 
acts are coming into town from other 
cities. [Ed. note: Such has been the 
eomplaint in many other key cities 
all over the country]. 

With this shortage entertainers are 
becoming choosier about the condi- 
tions under which they work. Last 
week a downtown cafe proprietor 
complained that two chorines had 
walked out of his place because they 
were asked to ride hobby horses to 
entertain the patrons. Another left 
her job because she didn’t like the 
dressing room. 

A dance team quit a North Philly 
bistro because the owner asked them 
to work an extra show without add- 
ed pay. 

Incidents like these have been un- 
heard of in a town that has been no- 
torious for benefits, five-shows-a- 
night, and ‘sweatshop’ pay. With a 
brisk season expected this fall in the 
night club field, operators are wor- 
ried whether they’ll be able to find 
enough acts to fill their bills. 

Most acute shortage is expected to 
be felt in the ranks of emcees. Many 
of the best-known in these parts 
have been grabbed by their draft 
boards, Among the latest to sign up 
with Uncle Sam are Johnny Leary, 
former AGVA prexy, who was wide- 
ly in demand as a show jockey in 
Philly and South Jersey; Al Dee, 
Lindsay Barrett, Gene Stroud, Paul 
Neff and Bill Boden. 


CYNDA GLENN TOPPER 
AT ANDERSON’S CAFE 


Hollywood, Aug. 12 

Cynda Glenn, being tested here by 
Universal and RKO, goes into the 
new Wilshire Bowl nitery revue un- 
der John Murray Anderson’s direc- 
tion. 

Former London and Paris revue 
star, U. $.-born but long domiciled 
abroad, is being agented by Lou 
Irwin on the picture deals. 
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Thanks to the Patrons of the 
COLLEGE INN 


HOTEL SHERMAN 
CHICAGO 


BENNY 
GOODMAN 
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'the union’s funds, 


Nat Karson’s New Decor 
For La Martinique, N. Y. 


Dario and Jim Vernon are giving 
their La Martinique, N.Y., a com- 
plete facelift with new decor by 
Nat Karson, in anticipation of fall 
reopening. Joe Frisco is being 
talked of for a N.Y. ‘comeback.’ 

Danny Kaye will be unavailable, 
but if he decides to double from 
‘Let’s Face It,’ new Vinton Freedley 
stage musical into a cafe, he will 
probably accept the very big bid 
which the Versailles made him and 
which tops the Martinique’s, where 
Kaye first established himself. How- 
ever, Kaye’s percentage terms in 
the stage show insure him $2,500 
weekly and better, if the show is a 
smash, and he may forego all nitery 
doubling. 


ARREST TENNER 
AS PAROLE 
VIOLATOR 


San Francisco, Aug. 12. 

Joe Tenner, of ‘Stairway to 
Stars, new nitery, was arrested 
around midnight Saturday (9) on a 
telegraphic warrant from Seattle 
charging him with a parole viola- 
tion. Bail was set at $500 pending 
hearing on his case Aug. 26. Ad- 
ditional $1,500 bond was required 
when Tenner was unable to pro- 
duce an alien registration card, but 
no charge was filed pending investi- 
gation. 

Tenner, an Austrian, claims his 
registration eard was lost. Under- 
stood he is now out of the nitery 
with his wife, and Lloyd Campbell 








has taken over. Campbell was 
ousted by Tenner last week but is 
now back in. 


UNION EXEC. LOST 296 
IN NITERY AND CASINO 


St. Louis, Aug. 12. 
Eugene E. Scott, ousted $5,000 a 
year secretary of the Benton, IIl., 
local of the electrical workers’ union, 
charged 


| dropped approximately $29,000 in an 
| unsuccessful attempt to operate the 


| later 


| Whaley, 


Spot, a nitery in Springfield, Ill., and 
the Golden Gate, a gambling 
casino on the outskirts of the same 
town, during the last three years. 
When the nitery was shuttered, 
Scott opened the Golden Gate, but 
still couldn’t click. His house of 
cards crashed several weeks 
when he filed a petition in bank 
ruptcy listing assets of $27,668 and 
liabilities of $15,688. Then the em- 
bezzlement charge was made. Scott's 
daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Scott 
who was his bookkeeper, 


azo 


| has been named as an accomplice in 


ia larceny and embezzlement 


War- 
rant. 
































BILL GARY 


Thasly to JOEY JACOBSON and MIKE 


Peer of Personality and 
Character Dancing 


NOW 


CHEZ PAREE 
CHICAGO 


“RITZEL for return engagement 
opening Xmas. 


Management 
WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 
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HETTER THAN i 
PAaT FEW YEARG 


Upbeat Talk Enhanced By 
RKO’s Indication To Go 
For Shows Through Its 
New Theatre Manager, 
Charles Koerner, Who’s 
Long Been Show-Minded 
—Indie Bookings Rise 








WARNERS, TOO 





With the approach of fall. there’s 
a growing belief in theatre circles 
that stage shows are due for some- 
thing of an upbeat the coming sea- 
son. Nobody is so optimistic as to 
presage a definite vaudeville ‘come- 
back,’ but most are certain that the 
amount of pop-priced stage playing 
time will be greater than it has been 
for the past several years. 

A good part of the prognostications 
are based on the fact that Charles 
Koerner is now general manager of 
RKO theatres. Koerner, formerly 
division manager in Boston and lat- 
terly on the Coast, is the circuit’s 
first vaude-minded head theatre exec 
in 10 years. Koerner is known in 
the vaude trade as an astute judge of 
stage talent and a showman in sell- 
ing it to the best boxoffice advantage. 
Besides the reguar RKO vaude spots, 
such as Boston, Cleveland, Dayton, 
which resume vaude Aug. 29; Cin- 
cinnati, opening Sept. 5, and San 
Francisco, Koerner has already made 
it known that next season will see 
vaude at least on a one-week-a- 
month basis in several other towns, 
notably Rochester, N. Y.; Syracuse, 
Albany, Schenectady, and Columbus, 
Ohio. He'll play attractions when 
available and, if the business war- 
rents, may stretch the vaude time to 
two weeks a month and more. 


Warners, Too 
Warner Bros., though not yet 





i the 
| 
and Washington 


| Philadelphia and some of the 
| Pennsylvania 


with embezzling $49,076 of | 
is alleged to have | 


reaching any final decision, is an- 
other circuit that has been talking 
about stretching its vaude playing 
time this fall and winter. Presently 
the circuit is playing stage shows at 
Earle theatres in 
; Stanley, 
and Strand, N. Y. Additions in all 
likelihood will be several nabes in | 
small 
cities where WB op- 








Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh, | 


|sent one out-of-State office. Under | 
| the act, bookers who do not have| 
|Pennsy Mcenses ean only sell acts 


| through a local agent. 





om Hamid Placed On Unfair List’ 


By AGVA; Union 





Acts, Agents Get 


Warning; Ban Effective Next Week 


Hoysradt Pre-Hildegarde 
Into Savoy-Plaza, N. Y. 


John Hoysradt returns to the 
Savoy-Plaza, N.Y., Sept. 12 for four 
weeks with options, which will 
probably run seven weeks, until 
Oct. 17, when Hildegarde makes her 
steenth return to the §-P. Jack Ber- 
tell booked both. 


Hoysradt is also in on guarantee 
and percentage, a la Hildegarde. 

Jane Froman, also under CBS 
Artists (Bertell) direction, opens 
Beverly Hills Country Club, Cin- 
cinnati, Aug. 20, for two weeks. 








OUT-OF-STATE 


AGENTS ASK 
PA. OKAYS 


Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 

With the new State law regulating 
the booking business scheduled to 
become effective Sept. 1, out-of- 
State agents are sending in applica- 
tions for licenses at the offices of 
the State Department of Labor and 
Industry here. 

Anthony C. Sharkey, enforcement 
officer in charge, announced that no 
license will be granted unless the 
agents establish offiees here and are 
thoroughly investigated, 

James V. Loughran, president of 
the Entertaimment Managers As- 
sociation (bookers), said that mem- 
bers of his organiwation were pre- 
pared to represent any booking office 
from outeide of the State which 
wanted to do business here without 
going to the expense of maintaining 
an office and separate staff. 


Under State regulations, a Philly 
agent will only be allowed to repre 





Because of 





|the expense imvolved in setting up 


George Hamid, his agency, 
ing office, fairs and Million 
Pier at Atlantic City, have been 
placed on the list’ by the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
No AGVA act can play these spots 
after this week, nor can any AGVA- 
franchised agent place any acts in 
Hamid enterprises facing 
loss of franchise and other penalties, 

AGVA early this week notified all 


agencies and booking offices, par- 
ticularly Arthur Fisher's, of its stand 


against Hamid. Fisher is booker of 
Hamid’s Pier and the Brandt vaud- 
filmers in New York, which have 
an agreement with AGVA, and it’s 
expected he’ll be forced to live up 
to AGVA’s warning. On the other 
hand, Fisher is booked up for the 
season at the Pier, which puts it up 
to AGVA to pull out those acts set 
who are members of the union. 


Outdoor Angle 

Matter between AGVA and Hamid 
has been brewing for some time and 
came to a head when Hamid flatly 
refused to enter into any agreement 
with the union. Outdoor booker 
further aggravated the situation, one 
AGVA official said, by threatening 
to ‘break’ AGVA. Hamid is also 
said to have taken the position that 
he can’t enter into any agreements 
with AGVA because the fairs he 
books are adverse to union entangle- 
ments. 

It’s probable that both Hamid’s 
A.C. pier and his fair shows will be 


book- 
Dollar 


‘unfair 


without 


picketed by the end of this week, if 
not before. 
Apparently caught in the middle 


of the battle ig Fanchon & Marco, 

which has three lines of Gae Foster 

girls playing for Hamid under an 
(Continued on page 56) 


MEROFF REBUILDING 
“FUNZAFIRE’ FOR TOUR 


Benny Meroff is currently in 
Chicago rebuilding his ‘Fur 
vaude unit in preparation for a new 
tour. He’s replacing his band, acts, 
girls, scenery and expects to resume 
work about Sept. 1. New outfit goes 


“yeaa 
zafire 


erates. an office here, i is believed that most | into rehearsal this week 

As for the past several seasons,| ‘foreign’ agents will elear their busi | Meroff folded ‘Funzafire’ July 28 
Eddie Sherman’s office will have the | ness through a localite. |at Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
largest indie book. His spots include | age _— wee tes nan — = — ae 


Fay’s and Carmen theatres, Philadei- 


phia; Hipp, State and Royal, Balti- 
| more: Howard, Washington; Pater- 
son, N. J., Camden, N. J., and the 


plit-week Palace theatres in Akron 


and Youngstown. In season, Sher- 
man also books the Atlantic City 
Steel Pier, probably the largest 
single talent and band buyer in the 
country 

Arthur Fisher, with the Brandt] 
vaudfilmers in N. Y., Flatbush, 
Brooklyn, and Windsor, Bronx, as 
the backbone of his book, will also 
have considerable playing time thi: 
season. Fisher is acquiring a brand 
new house in the Central, Passaic, 
N. J., which is presently under con- 
struction and opens Sept. 10 as a 
full-week stage show spot. House 


| will seat 2,500. Another Fisher house 
opening soon (30) is the weekend 
Met in Providence, which plays name 
bands. The Brandt houses, full- 
| weekers, open Sept. 18, after a sum- 
mer of subway stock. 
Bookers Worried 

| With a minor boom in stage shows 
in sight, bookers are already begin- 
| ning to worry about where they will 
get attractions, both personalities 
and orchs. Some of the show buyers 
|claim that the band salaries are now 
lw ay out of proportion to the ability 
| of some of their theatres to pay. It’s 
| pointed out that many of the indie 
| houses in particular can’t afford the 

7,000, $8,000 to $10,000 band salaries, 
| plus the other costs of operating a 
(Continued on page 56) 
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It's Stein's Pay-From-Profits Plan 


Vs. Tuthill Offer for NBC's Bureau 


+ 





As the situation shaped up yes- 
terday (Tuesday), the NBC Artists 
Service will be sold to either the 
Music Corp. of America or Daniel 
Tuthill, the bureau’s business mana- 
ger. J. C. Stein has already sub- 
mitted a flat proposition, while Tut- 
hill is supposed to submit the finan- 
cial terms of his offer next week. 

Stein is ready to put up a lump 
sum and pay the balance from in- 
come derived through contracts now 
held by the NBC artists bureau. The 
arrangement is described as primar- 
ily a pay-as-you-go plan. 

CBS-MCA Ratified 

Sale by CBS of its artists manage- 

ment interests was approved by the 





corporation’s stockholders at a spec- 
ial meeting Monday (11). 
deals the Music Corp. of America | 
got Columbia Artists, Inc., and Co- | 
lumbia Management of California, ! 
while CBS’ stock in the Columbia | 
Concerts Corp. was sold to the latter 
corporation itself. 

The transfer as far as it concerns 
MCA will be to a subsid, MCA Art- 
ists, Inc. 


Conn. Gov. Overrides 
Own Veto of Bill To 


Ease Curfew on Fems 








Hartford, Aug. 12. 

Although Governor Hurley (Conn.) 
has vetoed a bill permitting female 
entertainers and waitresses to work 
after 10 p.m., he has issued an exec- 
utive order allowing such work 
under the emergency provisions of 
another law. Reason of veto by 
governor was that it would nullify 
protection of minors. Under his 
order, women entertainers and 
waitresses must be over 21 years 
of age. 

Entertainers will be restricted to 
an eigh-hour day and 40-hour week, 
while waitresses are restricted from 
working after 12 midnight. 


MARDEN’S RIVIERA TO 








SPLURGE ON NAMES! 


| tre, Newark, on Oct. 31. 





Ben Marden’s Riviera, just across 
the George Washington Bridge in 
Jersey, will splurge on names for 
the show opening Sept. 4 after go- 
ing along prosperously with non- 
name layouts up to now. Set for 
Sept. 
Merrill and Phil Baker. There will 
be two more acts, one mentioned be- 
ing The Hartmans. 

Most of last season the Riviera 
played along with the triple name 
combo of Harry Richman, Sophie 
Tucker and Joe E. Lewis, but this 
season Marden started modestly and 
business surprisingly has been con- 
sistently good. A couple of weeks 
ago, in fact, Marden passed out an 
extra week’s salary to all of the 
Riviera’s employees, including musi- 
cians, because of the big grosses. 


Rain Hits Al Fresco 





| 


| Par, 


|day (Wednesday). 














More Vaude 


es CoUtinued from page 55 





theatre. The solution they claim Is 
the playing of the higher-priced 
bands on straight percentage; in 
other words let the bands get as 
much as they can earn; but the bands 
are wary of deals of this type and 
demand guarantees nearly as high 
as their salaries. 

So far as stage name personalities 
are concerned, there’s only a mere 
handful at present, but it’s expected 
there will be a heavy draw on Holly- 
wood and radio talent. 





Cleve. Palace Set 
Cleveland, Aug. 12. 
After a summer of straight pic- 


In the | tures, Nat Holt, RKO division man- 


ager, is uncorking the Palace’s vaude 
season Aug. 29 with Earl Carroll's 
‘Vanities.’ 

RKO deluxer, the only house in 
Cleveland with vaude, is following 
it up with film player Billy Gilbert’s 
revue Sept. 5; Ted Lewis’ orch Sept. 
12 and Carmen Amaya in a South 
American unit Sept. 17. Listed on 
its October calendar are Jimmy Dor- 
sey’s crew, Dorothy Lamour, Tony 
Pastor’s band and Linda Darnell. 





Arena, New Haven 


Arena, New Haven, resumes Sun- 
day afternoon and evening name 
band and vaude presentations Sept. 
7. First band set is Guy Lombardo’s. 

Policy is maintained through the 
winter, shuttering during the hot 
months. 

State, Hartford 
Hartford, Aug. 12. 

State Theatre relights Aug. 22 for 
another 10 months of name bands 
and vaude. 

Opener is Phil Harris for six days. 


N.Y. PAR UNIT SET FOR 
REUNION TOUR IN FALL 


Colored unit which completed two 
weeks at the Paramount theatre, 
N. Y., last night (Tuesday) is to 
reunite in the fall for a swing 
through key city theatres. Inkspots, 
Stump and Stumpy, Bill Bailey and 
the Erskine Hawkins band open their 
fall itinerary at the Adams thea- 








Inkspots have remained at the 
holding over another two 
weeks with Claude Thornhill’s band 














Hamid ‘Unfair’ 
CcontMuea from page 3s——_—_! 


old contract that still has a year to 
run. As yet they haven't been asked 
by AGVA to pull the lines, merely 
being notified, along with the rest of 
the agents, that Hamid is on the 
‘unfair list.’ F. & M. presumes that 
it will be up to AGVA to influence 
the chorus girls. 

Hamid may find himself in a spot 
with at least one headliner, Ken 
Maynard, cowboy film player. May- 
nard is booked on the Million Dollar 
Pier but, should AGVA invoke its 
reciprocal agreement with Screen 
Actors Guild, Maynard undoubtedly 
would be forced to withdraw from 
the show. — 


Hamid Previews His 


Fair Show in Trenton 


Trenton, Aug. 12. 

George A. Hamid ‘previewed’ his 
newest outdoor musical extrava- 
ganza, ‘Echoes of Broadway,’ at the 
Trenton State Fair Grounds Friday 
night (8) before an audience of sev- 
eral thousand, including hundreds 
of Fort Dix soldiers. Hamid turned 
over proceeds of tryout perform- 
ance to Hamilton Township Defense 
Council. 

Show will tour the country’s 
larger fairs during the next few 
months and entourage embarked 
Sunday for Batavia, N. Y., for its 
opening stand. Following Batavia 
engagement, ‘Echoes’ will hop to Ot- 
tawa, Canada, where it has been 
booked for ine Canadian interna- 
tional Exposition. 

‘Echoes’ is a pretentious spectacle. 
With cast of more than 40, it has a 
line of 24 Gae Foster chorines, all 
of whom are lookers and equally 
adept at dancing and singing. Their 


of the production. Hamid himself 
appeared as m.c. at the Trenton try- 
out, introducing the various num- 
bers, and also taking occasion to out- 
line the features prepared for the 
Trenton Fair, which he owns, open- 
ing Sept. 21. 

Three men and a girl, billed as 
the Martells and Mignon, cop honors 


Eight Commanders, radio octet from 
the Palmer House, Chicago, do a 
medley of popular songs. 


add up to big-time stuff for fairs. 
Rosen 


Rose Marie Cancelled 
In Philly Because of Kid 
Labor Law; Father Beefs 


Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 








and new show which opened to- 
They open the 


| Club Ball, Philadelphia, Sept. 16 ior 


four weeks, then go back with 


| Hawkins’ band and the other acts. 


: | tf a ¢ thi ri 
4 are Harry Richman, Joan Haw kins, meanwhile, will 
| outfit on 


take 
a one-night trip to 


his 


the 





| Coast and back. 
| 








Niteries in Philly’ 





Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 

This has proved a disastrous sea- 
son for the al fresco spots in and 
around Philly. Chief headache has 
been the rainy evenings which have 
discouraged trade despite the fact 
that all of the spots have indoor 
dine-and-dance space. 

Chief sufferers are the Peacock 
Gardens, King-of-Prussia, Pa., and 
the Park Casino, Evergreen Casino 
and Sunken Gardens, all in Philly. 
Only spot to beat the Jupe Pluvius 
hoodoo is the Covered Wagon, Straf- 
ford, Pa., on the Main Line. Fea- 
turing Cecil Golly’s orchestra, the 
place has been turning them away 
on clear nights, and getting a fair 
play even when the skies drip. 





BEN BURKE’S OPERATION 

Bennie Burke enters Beth David 
hospital, New York, today (Wednes- 
day) for an abdominal operation. 

Vet vaude agent has been ill for 
some time. 





‘Square Dance Stunt 


For WLW Fair Date 


Cincinnati, Aug. 12. 

Each of Ohio’s 88 counties is to be 
represented by ‘champion’ barn 
dancers in an All-Ohio Square Dance 
as part of the WLW Boone County 
Jamboree’s opening night show, Aug. 
23, at the Ohio State Fair in Colum- 
bus, 





dancing at the same time. Anotner 
stunt on the night’s program is a 
circular party game. 

Crosley’s large staff of hillbilly 
musicians will supply accompa- 
niment for the square dance round- 
up. Eight separate units of fiddlers, 
guitar and banjo players are carded. 
Lazy Jim Day, WLW’s homespun 
comic, will do the calling. 





Philly Nitery Appeals 
Pa. Rum Board Rap 


Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 
Stanley Carroll, operator of Car- 
roll’s in midtown Philly, last week 
filed an appeal in the courts against 
a 100-day license suspension ordered 
by the State Liquor Control Board 
on the charge that he had violated 








regulations regarding sales after 
hours and entertainment on the Sab- 
bath. 

Unless the courts reverse the 
board, Carroll would have to pay a 
fine of $1,000—at the rate of $10-a- 
day—or close for the 100-day stretch. 
It was the stiffest rap handed down 
by the liquor board in Philadelphia. 


More than 250 rural hoedown- | 
ers are expected to participate, all | 


Miss Rose Marie (formerly Baby 
Rose Marie) was cancelled out at the 
|}Club Martinique, Wildwood, N. J., 
| last week, when the manager of the 
from State authorities that she could 
| not work without a State permit be- 

cause she was under 21. 

The gal had been booked for two 
|weeks and had worked four days 
| when she was told she was through. 
| Her father and manager, Joe Curley, 
| filed a complaint with the American 
| Guild of Variety Artists here, charg- 
"ing that Diamond had failed to tell 
him that a State permit was needed. 
| He demanded that the Martinique be 
|forced to rebook the chirper after 
|she gets the State okay or pay her 
|for the extra week’s engagement. 
| Diamond had paid for the first week 
lin full. 

The union took the case under ad- 
visement. 





New Act in Nitery 





LINA D’ESKO 

Ballet 

4 Mins. 

Marden’s Riviera, N. J. 

This little femme was spotted here 
at the behest of Cuba’s President 
| Batista, who claims Senorita D’Esko 
/as a protege. It’s understandable 
why Ben Marden would make the 
gesture, but it’s not understandable 
where Battista learned to evaluate 
talent. The import is not big-time 
calibre; in fact, she’s close to being 
an amateur. 

She does two routines (1) a conga- 
rhumba in toe shoes (2) a straight 
ballet on her toes but without her 
shoes. It’s a difficult trick, but not 
flashy, and the best it will do for her 
is perhaps cripple her feet within 
a few years. The idea of her sitting 
down on the floor and removing her 
shoes before going into the second 
routine is a complete stage wait and 
decidedly unprofessional. 

The audience here was politely 
silent for the most part after she 
wound up. Scho. 





five numbers stand out as highlights | 


for individual turns, with a novel | 
dance specialty. Doris Reed, con- 
tralto, delivers three solos. The 


Lighting effects and good band all | 


| spot, Jack Diamond, received word | 


— 


Night Club Reviews 





MARDEN’S RIVtERA 


(ENGLEWOOD, N. J.) 





Englewood, N. J., Aug. 8. 
Hal LeRoy, Gower and Jeanne, 
Frank and Jean Hubert, Martie 
Austin, Lina D’esko, Chester Hale 
Girls (24), Pancho and Fausto Cur- 
bello Orchs; $3.50 minimum, 





Youth and sight acts appear to be 
the keynote of this Ben Marden 
divertissement, the fourth of the 
present season, and it is the right 
answer for the magnificient road- 
house perched high on a lip of the 
Hudson River. Only jarring note is 
Lina D’esko (New Acts), who was 
spotted at the last-minute as a favor 
to Cuha’s Batista, whose protege she 
is and who appears to need more 
schooling in less-important berths. 
As is, she looks like an amateur 
ballet dancer. 


| Outside of the payoff to Prez Bat- 
tista, Marden has himself an excel- 
lent show. Regardless of how much 
| noise the waiters may make with the 
| dishes, the customers aren’t going 
it. miss much se the enter -ain- 
|ment is more attuned to the eye 
than the ear. Only ge is 
Marie Austin, a cute, roly-poly pack- 
age of hot, throaty singing. She’s 
been caught before and _ usually 
clicks, but opening night here she 
was handicapped by having to fol- 
low the opening Miss D’esko, who 
| wrapped the audience in ice. Miss 
| Austin’s type of singing is a throw- 
| back to older days, when shouting 
deliveries were the rule rather than 
| the exception as today. She has a 
robust voice and commands atten- 
' tion, which she'll probably get more 
/of when the show is re-routined. 


| The holdover (fifth week) Gower 

and Jeanne team are again the 
| show’s standout. These two young- 
sters are perhaps the first really 
great American ballroom team of 
|modern times. 
| or French lineage here, but an ex- 








=" 











| 


No Spanish, Italian | 


' tremely graceful breeze from within | 


these 48 states. 


They’re kids in age! 


but veterans in ability; they’ve got| 


everything that it takes and it’s only 

|a question of time before Hollywood 
gets hep and drafts what could be a 
very valuable piece of property. At 
this catching they did five routines 
and left the audience begging for 
more of their ballet and hotcha in- 
terpretations of polite terpsichore, 


Saturdays) 
draw. 

_ The Casino setup is rather attrac- 
tive, with the acts performing on a 
shell that overlooks about 6,000 feet 
of floor space. About a quarter of 
that is space for dancing, the re- 
mainder occupied by tables. It’s 
situated in a grove of trees, which 
helps create a pleasant atmosphere, 

Vaude talent doing two 30-minute 
shows each evening. The biggest 
job is done by the Olsen crew, which 
plays for dancing and backs up the 
acts. It’s a standard bunch of four 
brass, four rhythm and four reed, 
but it’s not on a par with former 
Olsen units. Don Royale’s seven- 
piece rhumba outfit plays relief. It’s 
a fair combo. 

Best of the acts are the Yue Sis- 
ters, a couple of Orientals who thrill 
with their balancing. Their stint 
is built around a flight of stairs 
which one climbs as the other bal- 
ances herself on the first one’s head, 
using single foot and hand-stands. 

The other acts are the type that 
would rate about No. 2 spot on a 
good variety bill. Massey and 
Miller do a ballroom tap and An- 
thony, Allyn and Hodge do an 
adagio number in which the gal is 
tossed back and forth by her male 
partners. The Fehnova Ballet 
would be a nice looking line if it 
had more of a semblance of pre- 
cision. All the performers are cos- 
tumed nicely, which helps create a 
better impression than the talent 
alone could. 

Vocal assignments throughout the 
evening are handled capably by 
Jeanne Blair, Jerry Mitchell (fe- 
male), Bob Hollard, Bob Rice an 
the Bachelors (4). Alu. 


GLEN ISLAND CASINO 


(NEW ROCHELLE, N. Y.) 


necessitate a heavy 


Charlie Spivak Orchestra (16) 
with Gary Stevens, Three’ Debs. 


Charlie Spivak’s outfit has come 
a long way since it was first re- 
viewed by VarRIETy as a new band at 
this spot early last winter, but it 


| still has a distance to travel before 


it can lay claim to being an out- 
standingly good band. As it is now, 
Spivak’s crew is selling records and 


idrawing crowds to Glen Island on 


the strength of commercial arrange- 


|ments of good tunes and good dan- 


Hal Le Roy, the kid who once 
stood Palace audiences on their} 
ears wiih his rhyt»mic, loose-limbed 
legmania, is now crown rn, but 


just as limber and just as clicko. His 
taps are no coffiiction with Gower 


|}and Jeanne’s ballroomology and he} : 
also was forced by the oaliene to| the Sweetest Trumpet in the World.’ 
$ Four | 


{routines for him, plenty hard work} 


dance until he was breathless. 


for a dancer of his type with two 


more shows to go, and he could have! 


done more without being suspected 
of milking. 
Third sight 
who, like Le 
vaudeville and who 


act are the Huberts, 


do and 


|} cing tempoes. 


Spivak has aimed his outfit for a 
spot as a seller of commercial music 
in a modern, ‘corn-free’ style, build- 
ing the group around his trumpet 
with the tag, ‘The Man Who Plays 


In itself that’s okay. But as pre- 
viously pointed out the arrangements 
which sustain that tag don’t hold up 
interest through an evening. They’re 
pretty, dressed up in mutes, but few 


| have the ability to shake one loose 
| from a conversation 


Roy, are veterans of | 
have | 


been doing for years one of the} 


great drunk pantomime acts. 
comedy knockabout easily scores 
here with an audience that itself is 
drinking. However, at the finale, 
| Miss Jean Hubert could heighten the 
element of surprise by not tipping 
off she’s a femme until after the first 
bow. 

Chester Hale’s line of 16 and eight 
showgirls are in for the same three 
routines they’ve been doing since the 
spot opened in the spring. Also un- 
changed are the costumes, and only 


Their | 


| Horse.’ 


Marden can answer why he changes | 
| the acts and not the production ac- | 


| coutrements. The’ Riviera 
plenty of repeaters and some of them 
| may be thinking that Marden is re- 

peating on ther:, although he’s really 

known in show biz as a very fast 
| man with a buck. So it’s not a ques- 

tion of cheating; maybe Hale’s tired 
| or the management figures it an un- 
| immorsent detail. 

Pancho’s orch is playing the show 
and sharing the dance sessions with 
Fausto Curbello’s crew. Both bands 
have been playing stock here and 
turn in satisfactory jobs. 
has been terrific ever since the sea- 
son’s start. Scho. 


Casino Gardens, Det. 





Detroit, Aug. 1. 
George Olsen Orch. Do 
| oes. Anthony, , ; ee 
| Yue Sisters (2), Massey and Mill 
| Fehnova Ballet (16). , = 


_—— 


This is Detroit’s latest 
dancing spot, designed to compete 
with the older and successful East- 
wood and Westwood Gardens. The 
emphasis here seems to be on quan- 
tity, with quality running second. 
The only name offered is George 
Olsen’s, who, incidentally, is man- 
aging the spot. 

Whether the idea of mixing vaude 
with dancing will flourish is yet to 
be seen. The place has been operat- 
ing about three weeks to fair 
crowds, considering the heat and 
the competition, but from all ap- 
pearances it has a good-sized weekly 
nut and the low prices (55c—83 on 


outdoor 





gets | 


| peting Is a problem. 
} muted, 


That groove is a smart one as a 
foundation for a band. There are no 
groups around worth mentioning at 
the moment that are selling that 
kind of product. But Spivak can’t 
hope to gain and keep the interest 
of youngsters without something 
that can knock ’em off their 
or draw a crowd around a 
stand. When heard, the only ar- 
rangement along those lines that 
captured attention as a change of 
pace was a thing called ‘Charlie’s 
On this particular occasion 
it had a rounded wallop, played with 
enthusiasm. More of such things is 
what the band needs most. 

Musically the band has improved, 
too. One of its most glaring weak- 
nesses once was the drums. Bunny 
Shawker, from Alvino Rey, has 
remedied that. He keeps a steady 
beat and assures easy dance speeds, 
but occasionaliy can he noticed get- 
ting above the group. From a show- 
manship viewpoint, Spivak’s trum- 
Because of the 
close-to-the-mike method 
he’s forced to use to get his effects, 
there’s little chance for flash. He 
gets the opportunity only occasion- 


seats, 


band- 


, ally on open bell work. 


Business | 


Allyn and Hodge, ' 





Gary Stevens, vocalist, has greatly 
improved, too. He has, apparently 
been aided by increased confidence. 
Three Debs so far haven’t many ar- 
rangements built around them. What 
they do try, however, seems okay. 
But it’s nothing compared to the 
way they dress up the bandstand. 

Wood. 


MINNESOTA TERRACE 


(HOTEL NICOLLET, MPLS.) 





Minneapolis, Aug. 8. 

Dorothy Lewis, Heasley Twins 

(2), St. Regis ‘Bustles’ (4), Tom 

McGovern Orch (12); minimum, 
$1.50 weekdays; $2 Saturday. 





Direct from making ‘Icecapades’ 
for Republic at Hollywood, pretty 
Dorothy Lewis, Twin City skating 
star, brings her ice show for the sec- 
ond summer season into this class 
night spot. It’s the same cast as ap- 
peared with her last summer, and 
previous to that at the St. Regis, 
New York, but the production and 

(Continued on page 60) 
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WEEK AUGUST 15 


show, whether full or split weck. 


Variety Bills 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 











Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount 
C Thornhill Ore 
Inkspots 
Jack Williams 
Jerry Colonna 
Lorraine & Rognan 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (15) 
Gene Krupa Ore 
Andrews Sis 
Virginia Austin 
Stump & Stumpy 





State Lake (15) 
Sally Rand 
Brenda & Cobina 
Wally Brown 

Regal 
Count Basie Ore 
Gordon & Rogers 

MIAMI 

Olympia (13-16) 
Olive White 
Paul Regan 
Joe Besser 
Paul Kirkland 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (15) 
Rochester 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Nonchalants 
Sunny Rice 
Phyllis Colt 
(8) 
Phil Harris Ore 
Ames & Arno 
Billingtongs 
Lime 3 
PHILADELPHIA 
Stanley (15) 
Phti Harris Orc 
(8) 


Frankie Masters Orc 
Deanis Day 





Lane & Ward 
Arnaut Bros 

PITTSBURGH 

Sianley (15) 
Alvino Rey Orc 
King Sis 
Whitson Bros 
Patsy King 

(8) 


Shep Fields Ore 
Gil Lamb Co 
Lathrop & Lee 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (15) 
Roxyettes 
(8 


Roxyettes 
Helene Faye 
Enrico & Nevello 








Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (14) 
Biltmorettes 
Lela Moore 
Frances Faye 
Mitzi Mayfair 
Henny Youngman 
Mills Bros 
NORFOLK 
State (15) 
John Boles 





Marty May 
Rhythm Rockets 
Nathane Bros 
Harriet Hoctor 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (15) 


Sam Barton 


Eddie Rio Bros 
Elia Logan 
Ciro Rimac Ore 





Independent 








NEW YORK CITY 


Music Hall (14) 
Paul Haakon 
Jobnny Woods 
Duciee Kerekjarto 
Mario Gray 
Selma Kaye 
Mario Berini 
Nicholas Daks 
Louise Fornaca 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 

Roxy (15) 
Archie Robbins 
Don Arres 
Lane Bros 
Toy & Wing 
Ben Berri 


Stan Ross 

12 Esquires 

Gae Foster Gis 

Paul Ash Ore 

AKRON 

Palace (15-18) 

Bammy Kaye Orc 

Billy DeWolfe 


3 Smart Gis 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (14) 

Gae Foster Gls 

8 Arnolds 

Eddie White 

Gypsy Rose 

Roy Smeck 

Frankie Masters Orc 

Billy Gilbert 

West & McGinty 

Christiani Tr 

Sharkey 

Gautier Co 

Richard Dana 

Pinky Lee 

Ryan Benson 

Ben Yost Co 
Hamid’s Pier (17) 

George White Co 

Helen Morgan 

Harris & Shore 

Pat Henning Co 

Charles Kemper 

Vaughn Monroe Orc 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (14) 

Bimone Simon 

Lew Parker Co 

Condos Bros 


Lee 


| 





James Barton 
DeMarco Co 
(17-20) 
Ross & Bennett 
Grant Fam 
(Two to fill) 
State (14-16) 
Kitaros 
La Rosa Sis 
Fred Lightner Co 
Nellie Arnaut Co 


CAMDEN 
Towers (16-17) 
3 Glamorettes 
Hoo Shee 
Rochelle & Beebe 
Harry Rose 
6 Lucky Gls 
FLUSHING 
MEADOWS 


Stadium (13) 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Bob Howard 

FREEPORT 

Freeport (15) 
Edna Maye 
Horton Spurr 
Equili & Marcelle 
(Two to fill) 

JONES BEACH 

Stadium, (14-16) 


JI & I. Seiler 
Briants 
Tin, Tan & Toe 


PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (14) 
Starnes & Arnavan 

Grace Drysdale 
Moke & Poke 
4 Polka Dots 
WASHINGTON 
Howard (14) 
Billv Halliday 
WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove Park 
(17 only) 
Starnes & Arnavan 
la Rosa Sis 
Grace Drvysdale 
Fred. Lightner 
Kitaros 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (19-21) 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Rilly DeWolfe 
3 Smart Gis 








Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Geo Morris Oro 
Pedrito Orc 
Dorothy Allen 
Bili Bertolotti’s 
Nola Day 
Lynn Russell 
Marianne Farrar 
Jane Churchill 
Edith Lambert 
Annette 
Moya Gifford 
Ginger Lane 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Angelo Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90's 
Charles Strickland 
Luiu Bates 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 





Cafe Society 

(Midtown) 
Eddie South Ore 
Calvin Jackson 
Kenneth Spencer 
Ammons & Johnson 


Cafe Society 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Sammy Price 

Art Tatum 
Helena Horne 


Chateau Moderne 


Annette Guerlain 
Covert & Reed 
Lucile Jarrott 
Maurice Shaw Orc 
Gabriel 

Lou Spielman 
Dorethy Tanner 
Carmelita 


Claremont Inn 
Joe Ricardel Ore 


Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Jules Stower Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Frankie Hyers 
Archie Robbins 
Stan Ross 
Vince Curran 

Club Gaucho 
Don Avendano Ore 
Currito & Coral 
Luis Camache 
Jose Perez 
Rosa Rio 
Harriet Carr 
Renee 

Cora & Irene’s 
Joe Ellis Orc 
Ringo & Harris 
Betty Froos 
Marcella Clair 
Nick Leeds 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Mae Murray 
Nita Naldi 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Lila 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 

El Chico 

Don Alberto Ore 
Benito Collada 
Padilla Sis 
Teresita Osta 
Anita Sevilla 
Antonio de Cordova 

Famous Door 
Babe Russin Ore 
Roy Sedley 
Billie Holiday 
Johnny & George 
Dixie Roberts 

Havana-Madrid 


Froilan Maya Orc 
Juanita Sanabria O 
Ramon & Lucinda 
Belen Ortega 
Carmen Montoya 
Augustin Rival 
Aida Rios 
Hickory House 
Bill Turner Ore 
Mercedes 
Carol Boyd 
Rollin Smith 
Ginger Wayne 
Hotel Astor 
Will Bradley Ore 
Hotel Belmont 
laza 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Bea Perron 
Gwen Gary 
Eleanor Eberle 
John Hubert 
Belmont Balladeers 
Hotel Biltmore 
Ray Heatherton O 
Judy Clark 
Clawson Sis 
Electra Allison 
Pickert & Ross 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Bobby Parks Ore 
Imogen Carpenter 
Hotel Edison 
Una May Carlisle 
Hotel Essex House 
Nick D’Amico Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Meymo Holt 
Napua 
Leilani Iaea 
Nani Todd 
Lehua Paulson 
Hotel Lincoln 
Harry James Ore 
Hotel McAipin 
Arturo Arturos Ore 
Wendy Bishop 
Hotel New Yorker 
Johnny Long Orc 
Adele Inge 
Peter Killam 
Jo Ann Dean 
Gene Berg 
DeLories Ziegfeld 
Le Verne 
Maribel Vinson 
Guy Owen 
Ice Ballet 
Hotel Park Centrai 
(Cocoanut Grove) 


Buddy Clarke Orc 
Alfonso Orc 

Fack Waldron 
Elenore Wood 
Hibbert, Byrd Co 
Winton & Diane 
Bunny Howard 
Ginger Dulo 
Wilson Lang 

| Kay Evans 


j Hotei Pennsyivania 
Bobby Byrne Ore 
Dorothy Claire 
Stuart Wade 

Hotel Plaza 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Chiquito Ore 


Paul Haakon 
Maxine Kisor 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Howard Lally Ore 

{Peggy Fears 

| Milton Douglas 


Hotel St. Meritz 
Ford Harrison Orc 
Betty Thompson 
Emile Boreo 


Bar of Music 
Bill Jordan 
George Kent 
Ann Harriett 
Tony Sharrabba 
Dick Winslow Ore 

Biltmore Bow! 
Margery Daye 
Jack Gywne 
| Jimmy Castle 





| Mishi 





Carla & Fernando 
Lolo & Ramon 
Hete! St. Regis 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Gus Marte! Orc 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Ann Barrett 
Sonny Skyler 
Hotel Waldort- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) ° 
Xavier Cugat Orc 
Miguelito Valdes 


| stitches Leisen Rev 

Freddie Martin Ore 
Earl Carroll 

Dr Rockwell 

'B Minnevitch Co 

| Helen O'Hara 

'Gene Shelton 

' Barney Grant 

| Dorothy Ford 
6 Debonairs 
Bery! Wallace 
Reyes’ Rhumba Bd 

| Bill Brady 

| Manny Strand Ore 


Florentine Garden 
|Corrinne & Tita 
INTG 

Billy Raves 

Fred Scott 

Sugar Geise 

David Mar: Orc 


Chariie Foy's Club 
Charlie Foy 
Leonard Sues 

Jerry Lester 
Lorraine Elliott 
Red Stanley Orc 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Mary HFlealy 

Neville Fleeson 
Peter Lind Hayes O 
Carlyle 


hall 





57 





Palladium 
Woody Herman Orc 


Paris Inn 


Kenny Henryson 
Marg’rite & M’rtinez 
Henry Monet 

White Sis 

Carlos & Dorthea 
Fred & Jerry 

Helen Miller 

Chuck Henry Ore 


Pirates Den 


Henry Grant 

Dennise 

Gaby La Fitte 

Billy Burt 

Homer Rhodes 

Shadrack Boys 

Nick Cochran Ore 
Rhum bonagie 

|Harlam in H'wood 

Lovey Lane 

Lois Galloway 

Buck & Bubbles 

Cee Pee Johnson O 


Scheherazade Cafe 
Mara Manet 
Yascha Borowski 
Russian Gypsy Ore 
Seven Seas 
Lilia Kipikona 
Sybil Thomas 





|Carlos Molinas Ore 
Eduard & Diane 
Pan-Am Danc 
Don Pedro Ore 
606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Alyce Cerf 
Ceil von Dell 
Margie Kelly 
Edith Evans 
Hiugo & Myra 
Diane Rowland 
Jean Mode 
Sparklet Gls 
Elayne 
Nannette Carmen 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Surf Room) 
Johnny Pick Ore 
Babette’s Club 
Don & R Marshall 
Owen & Parker 
Beatrice Howell 
Milton Huber Ore 
Fernandez Orc 
Guy Martin Rev 
Bath & Turf Club 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Donna Wilson 





Jerry Cooper 
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Lina Romay 
Frakson 
Evelyn Tyner 
H Williams, 3 
Hurricane 
Dave Dennis Ore 
Romani Orc 
Billy Vine 
Iceland Restaurant 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Danny White 
Stanley 2 
Jack Lane Co 
Lilyan Dell 
Amelia Gilmore 


Kelly’s Stable 
Hot Lips Page Ore 
Billie Holiday 
Billy Daniels 
Stuff Smith 
King Cole Trio 

La Martinique 

(West End, N. J.) 


Eddie Oliver Orc 
Herbert Curbello O 
Georgie Tapps 
Adrienne 

Leon & Eddie’s 


Lou Martin Orc 

Jimmy Farrell 

Oscar Davis 

Rose La Rose 

5 Crackerjacks 

Adrienne Parker 
Place Elegante 


Ernest Franz Orc 
Bill Farrell 
Vincent DeCosta 
Art Tubertini 
Victor Harte 
Queen Mary 
Chiquita Venezia 
Leila Gaynes 
Terry Carroll 
Jack Wallace Ore 
Babe Slater 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Jerry Blanchard 
Kimi Toye 
Rainbow Grill 


Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 
Rainbow Room 
Ozzie Caswell Orc 
Clemente Orc 
Dacita 
Jose Fernandez 
Juanita Deering 
Rolf Passer 
Laura Dutton 
Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N. J.) 
Pancho Ore 
Fausto Curbello O 
Hal LeRoy 
F & J Hubert 
Marie Austin 
Irene Vernon 


Lathrop Bros & Lee} 


Gower & Jeanne 
Lina D’ Esko 
Ches Hale Gls 
Ross Fenton Farm 
(Asbury Pk, N. J.) 
M Bergere Orc 
Carole & Sherod 
Sally Gay 
Russian Kretchma 
Nicolas Matthey O 
Peter Nemiroff Ore 
Olga Ivanova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Senia Karavaeff 
Michel Michon 
Uzdanoff 
Arjsiak Arafelova 
Spivy’s Roof 
Nora Sheridan 
Eddie Mayhoffe 
Barbara LaMarr 


| Haywood & Allen 


Sterk Club 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Ray Benson Ore 
Angelita Harmes 


Versailles 
N Brandwynne Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Marjorie Gainsw'th 
Tommy Wonder 


Village Barn 
Gene Austin Ore 
Sherrill! Sis 
Zeb Carver 
Bud Sweeney 








' Royal Guards 


Don & Ruth 
Pappy Below 


Lane 


LOS ANGELES 


Max & His Gang 


Dorothy Brandon 
Max & Gang 
3 Dee's 


Chuck Foster Oro 
Casa Manan 


Charlie Barnet Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 

Mary Parker 

Billy Daniel 


Jimmy Brierly 


Grace Hayes 
Jack Boyle 
Mary Reilly 
Mary Lee 
Val Delmar 
Mavis Mims 
Inecita 


House of Murphy 


Frankie Gallagher 
Jean Meunier 
Gordon Bishop 
Bob Murphy 


‘It’ Cafe 
Stop, Look & Listen 
Peter Ray 
Joe 
Dave Forrester Orc 


Macambo Cafe 


Edwardo: Aguilar O 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 


Miramar 
Harry Owens Ore 


Ambassador Hotol 
(Pump Room) 
Val Oman Ore 
Maggi McNellis 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Jimmy Joy Ore 
Betty Burns 
Maurice & Maryea 
Art London 
Tune Tessers 
Hadley Gis 
Art London 
(Tavern Room) 


Blackhawk 
Art Jarrett Ore 
Gail Robbins 
Llovd & Willis 
Pearl Islanders 
Blackstone Hetel 
(Balinese Rm.) 


Eddie White Orc 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
3 Niblics 
Peggy Lesier 
Lois LaChance 
Bob Billings 


Broadmont 
Wally Rand 
Pat Patterson 
Betty Coeds 
Anita Page 
}June Darling 
Saily Barr 
Herb Rudolphs Ore 


Brown Derby 
Harriet Norris 
Jo Ann Dare 
|; Charlotte van Day 
| Mary Earl 
| Chiquita 
| 





Evelyn Lee 
Virginia James 
Joe Franks 
Edith Mitchell 
Savage Trio 
Marsha DeLand 
Jim Polk 

Ethel Brown 
Mickey Dunn 
Advocates 
Sammy Frisco Ore 


Capitel Leunge 


Modulators Orc 
Maurice Rocco 





Louis Jordan Ore 
Cher Paree 
Milton Berle 
jJansieys 
Carole Rhodes 
Raquel & Tarriba 
| Bill Gary 
|Ren Yost Singers 
| Boyd taeburn Orc 
Bobby Ramos Orc 
| Evans Gis 
Club Alabam 
Larry Vincent 
Pancho & L Roche 
| Irene Burke 
| Natasha 


Ramona Hughes 
| Bernie Adler 

| Paulette LaPierre 
Dotty Dale 
Marion Moore 
Allan Coe 


Colosimos 





Frank Quatreil Ore 
Gale 

Renee Villon 

| Rose Perfect 

iThe Hartzells 
| De n Baldwin 

i Frank Prince 

Harry Pooley Ore 


| Bobby Danders 

| Congress Hotel 

(Glass Hat Rm) 

| Jerry Shelton 

| Det Shore 

{Eddie Danders Ore 

Drake Hotel 
Camillia House) 

|B b Grant Orc 

i'Peggy Fears 


Dave Pritchard Orc 


Benny Kaha 

Puanani Mathews 

Miki Wiki 

Chief Sautini 

Malua 

Charlie Openui 

Bobby Mathews 

Eddie Bush Orc 
Slapsy Maxies 

Ben Blue 

Cully Richards 

May Williams 

Ann Page 

Benny Lessy 

Patti Moore 

Sam Lewis 

Joe Polsky 

Joe Oakie 

Al Bard Ore 


Somerset House 
Joe Moshay Ore 
Trianon 
Johnny Davis Ore 





CHICAGO 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 


Horace Heidt Ore 
Donna & Juans 
Ronnie Kemper 
Bernie Mattinson 
Minnie Cabanne 
Burton Pierce 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gls 
Herb Foote 

885 Club 
Johnny Howard 
The Conrads 
Ann Suter 
Fifi DeValeri 
Julio Garcia Ore 

5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 


Mary Beth Sires 
The Bartons 
Bob O Lin Gls 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 
Stuff Smith 
Clarence Profit 8 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Crusaders 
Dorothy Timmins 
getty Grey 
Hi Hat 
Guy Cherney 
DeMarlos 
Jim Penman 
Andree Andrea 
J Manzaneres Ore 
Younger Gis 
Eddie Fens Ore 
Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 
L’ Aiglion 
Spires Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Edna Sellers 
Isobe! de Marco 
Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
New Yorker 





Morey Amsterdam 
iJ & J Walton 
|Mary Ann Russell 
{Doris DuPont 


|Mary Camp 

| Kretlow Gis 

Arne Barnett 

| Al Milton Orc 
Old 


|} Hans 


Ore 


Heidelberg 
Muenzer 
|}Doris Wittich 
}Cosmo Pusa-Teri 
Heidelberg 4 

Rathskelar 
Louis & Orc 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Skinnay Ennis Orc 
Rosario & Antonio 
Carlos Ramirez 

3 Pitchmen 
Johnny Mack 
Inez Gonan 
Carmine Calhoun 
| Pedro DeLeon Ore 
|} Abb Dancers 

Sherman Hotel 

(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 


(Panther Room) 
Benny Goodman O 
Carl Marx 
Coleman Clark 

Rhumba Casino 
Joan Merrill 
Georgie Tapps 
|Gloria Gilbert 
) Galli Galli 
iF pe de Flor 


|Martinez & Devlin 





€s 


Roberts & Reynolds 


Pupy 
Gtrardo 
Jack Whitehead O 


Benson’s Cafe 
Princess Whitewing 
Bobby Wallace 
Rita Cunningham 
Roe Coletta Ore 


Breakers Hotel 
(Ship Deck) 
Beale Street Boys 

University 8 

Pearl Williams 
Brigantine Hotel 

(Treasure Is Room) 

Pedro Albani Orc 
Ciaridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 

Marty Magee Orc 


Chelsea Hotel 
(Terrace Room) 
Johnny Hamp Orc 
Billy Van 3 
Cliquot Club 
Ann Howard 
Eddie Lang 
Cosmo & Anita 
Ramona 
Mildred Gilson 
Eddie Brown 
Bucky Lopez 
Tony Gillard Ore 
Chee Paree 
Bothwell Brown 
Helen Jerrico 
H Montgomery 
Club Harlem 
Jackie Mabley 
Cook & Brown 
Frances Brock 
Myra Johnson 


Garland Wilson 
Larry Steele 
Anise & Aland 


Reachcombers 
Coleridge Davis O 
Dude Ranch 
Dude Ranch Ore 
Endicott Ore 

Fl Morocce 
Jimmy Jackson Orc 
Millie Meyers 
Althea Hayes 


Club Bali 
Ramoni Rhumba Bd 
lan Fielding Orc 
Bali-lovelies 
J & A DiGianto 
Virginia Ramos 
Helene Standish 
Jane Johnston 
Howard Brooks 
Ben Franklin 
Ralph Eastwood 
Zollo Ore 
Elien Mitchell 
Beverly Wilson 
Birmingham Inn 
(Pemberton, N. J.) 
Birmingham Ore 
Jean & R Carney 
Jerry Gordon 
Cadillac Tavers 
Harry Dobbs Orc 
Cadillac Capereites 
Sally Osborne 
Carroll's 
Charlie Gainest Orc 
Carrie Finnell 
Elena Martinez 
Maxine York 


PO 





| 
i 
| - 
|Al Farr 
| Harry Rose 
i Jean Lee 
Carrollettes 
| Jack Shaw 
M Yrna Dean 
Cedarw’'d Log Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 


iM na B 
Ray O'Day 
Cynthia Evans 
Barbara Dale 
Dolly sruce 
Kent 
| Lucille Evans 
Frances Williams 
College Inn 
Mary Love 
Sid Raymond 
Garner Gls 
Southernaires 
Embassy 
Susan Lang 
Allida & Chico 
Johnny Parrish 
Chiquita 
Carlos Reyes Orc 
Evergreen Casino 
Vivian Vance 


londell 


Carol 


Pete Rubino 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 


Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 
Earle & J Leach 
Madyin White 

| Vera Neva 

|! Adrienne 





ATLANTIC CITY 


>| Don 


Millie Wayne 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 
Villa Moderne 
Bob Strong Orc 
Villa Venice 
Rosita Ortega 
Poggi & Igor 
Tana 
Vanessa & Sandino 
Jacqueline Mignac 
Ted Adair 
Buzzonnie 
Rinaldi 
Aurette Sis 





Elephant Cafe 

Joe Armstrong 
Joe Doyle 
Rita Roberta 
Peggy Shields 

500 Club 
Floria Vestoff 
Dorothy Blaine 
Dick Finney 
Henry Jerome Ore | 
Jockey Derby Club | 


Lenny Ross 

Bobby Johnson 

Kiki Hall 

Peppi Carman 

Lee Norre 

| Bobby Dell 
Nomad Club 

Sally Keith 

Edith Delaney 

| Jackie Whalen 

Dixie Sullivan 

Helen Colby 

{Zola Gray 

| President Hotel 

| (Round World Km) 

| Josephine Delmar 

|Franco & Beryl 

Bud Sweeney 

Marion Powers 

Cheena de Simone 

Phyllis Baker 

Anselmo Sacasas O 

Juanita’s Bd 

Paddock Int’! 


Dagmar 

Ramon Talavera 
Vicki Cooper 
Marie Kibbey 
Jackie Richards 
Paradise Club 


Bardu Ali Ore 
Wilma Middleton 
Honi Coles 
Candy & Pepper 
Catherine Atkinson 
Ethyl! Love 
Beverly White 
Tundeleya & Lopez 
Little Bits Turner 
Ethel South 
Penn-Atlantic Hotel 
(Palm Boom) 
Sue Mitchell Ore 
Renault's Music Bar | 
3 Peppers 
4 Men of 
Sid Rose 
Harry Kay 
Dorothy Johnson 
Al Francis 3 
Ritz-Carlton Hotel 
(Merry Go Round 
Room) 
Carmen Cavallaro O 
Traymore Hotel 
(Stratosphere Rm) 
Bill Madden's Orc 
Pierce & Roland 
Pooshee* Pooshee 
LaHola 
T, K, 9 Club 
Alan Gale 
Grace O'Hara 





Rhythm 


Eddy Blum 
Judy Cummings 
Ralph Brown 
Eddie Thomas 


Bobby Lee Orc 
Village Garden 


;Sendy McPherson 


Margie Kelly 
Gene Hyman 
Jimmy Engler 
Hal Fifer 


Red Hill Inno 
(Pennsauken, N. J.) | 
Julia Cummings 
Iris Wayne 
Renaldo 
Warren Phillips 
Murray Ann 


Roman Grille 
Vicki Varden 
Burns & Dunn 
Danny Richards 
Gloria Dale 
Lenny Pegton Ore 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


Tiny Kaye 
3 Flashes 

Sam's Cafe 
Frank Ponti 
3 Little Ritz Boys 
Neff Bros & Fischer 
Lynn Arnold | 
Johnny Patchen 
Variety (3) 


Mike Ray Ore 
Showboat 


Sheldon (3) 
Edith Brown 


Gerard & Laurence | 
Hele Hamilton 
Harry Taylor Ore 


Silver Fieet inn 


Elaine Ellis 
Lola Clare 
Chic Lauter 
Max Levin 
Joe Lenny 
Margie Hight 
Phil Mills Ore 
Joe Scotty 
Silver Lake Inn 
Dona & YParrah 
Geo Reed 
Don Omar 
Alice tucey 


|F iye 
| Margie 


Spatola’s 
4 Hyde Parkers 
Stamp’s 
Trotter 
Druinmond 
Dancing Debs 
Marion Tulley 
lanny Vale 
Stader 
Terry Lynne 
Hal Pfaff Ore 
Jack Griffin 
69th St. Rathskeller 
Heuson Sis 
Bella Belmont 
Sunny Ray 
Barbara Lee 
Ray Harkins 
Victor Nelson Ore 
20th Century 
Stylists 
Rose Venutl 
Kenny Shaffer Trie 
Marjorie Hyoms 
Arthur Strohman 
Weber's Hof Brau 
Camden 





| Jules Flacco’s Ore 


Pen Bannerman 
Ridders 
Svd Golden 
Pumphandle Trio 
Al Goldecker 
Nils & Joanne 
Marry Roch 
Jack Smith 
ffoy Pichard 
Signor Carmino 
Reaths'’r Eldoradiangs 
Dave Pierson 
Wilson’s 
Joe Hough 
Takayama 
Honey Breen 
rankie Page 
Fred Werner 
Faye Merrill 
Geo Baquet Ore 
Yacht Club 
Betty Gaynor 
Helen Wilson 
Catherine King 





Frank Hessel Ore 


Aipine Village 
Novell Bros 
Fredericos 
Bob Copfer 
‘‘arl Mueller 
Otto Thurn Ore 

El Dumpo 
Bob Manners Ore 
Sammy Lipman 
Antoinettes 

Eldorado Club 
Aggie Auld 
J Mackenzie Ore 

Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 

Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Ore 

Hotel Cleveland 
Leighton Noble Orc 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Johnny Cowgill 
Grant Wilson 





Book-Cadillac Hote) | 
(Book Casino) 


Loren Parsons 
Sanford Mandel 
Barry Wilkinson 


(Motor Bar) 

Vic Abbs 
Bowery 

Fifl D’Orsay 
Collette 
Spruce & Rogers 
Branch & Elliot 
Paddy Cliff 
Don Arden Dane 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 





‘Black Horse Pike) 


Don Gibson 
Lenny Burke 
Ginger Aitken 
Ireland 
Vic Caroccio 
| Hap Brander 





PHILADELPHIA 


} Low Morrison 
Neil Fontaine 
Nitza & Revell 
Jam Seasion 
Geo Verrechia 
Mickey House 
Billy Kretchmer 


Hopkins’ Rathskeller 


Jimmy Venuti Ore 
Frank Lester 
Dale 
Mann 
Jimmy Evans 
Agnes Barry 

Lide Venice 
Darlene 
Ch Dougherty Gis 
Danny Versee Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Muriel Kritlow Dan 
De Lloyd McKay 
Jackie Hill 
Al Schenk 
Bradfords 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Manoa Ina 
Tobin 





Gene 


| Dot Garcey 
| Edythe Sallade 
|Frank Cuneo Ore 
Nancy Newell 
| Minetre) Tavern 
Joe Hamilton 
Estelle Aldine 
1}Ed McGoldrick, Jr 
| Margie Rose March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Pedro 

Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
Helen Marriott 

Nell Dieghan’s 

Walter Schaeffer 
Leonard Cooks 
Everett & Stephens 
Arno & Arnette 


Noel Hytown 

Anne Dee 

Roy Hottinger Orc 
Old Falla Tavern 

Kippee Velez 

Billy Haves’ Ore 

Frankie Richardson 

Lorraine Chevalier 

Al Kilbride 

Louise Wright 
Peacock Gardens 
(King-of-Prussia, 

Pa.) 

Don Lee 

Gil Fitch Ore 

Margie George 

Artie Singer 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 


Cecil Golly Ore 





Casanova 


{ 
} Farrell 


seth 
Gallos 


Arnold Croce Ore 


CLEVELAND 


Hotel Hollenden 
Glover & LaMae 
Parker & Porthole 
Frances Mercer 
Sorelli 
Sammy Watkins O 

Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Ore 

La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Ore 

Lindsay’s Skybar 
Jaun Filorer 
Pear! de Lucca 

Monaco's Cafe 
Jack Pollack Ore 

Regal Clab 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 

Art West 
Ruth Farrantsz 
Pat Jordan 


Don Walsh Ore 


DETROIT 


Estrallita 
Leonard Seel Ore 
Northwood Ina 


Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Bray 
Harry Schilling 
Roshee & Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 
Dinorah Ore 
Bernice Bishop 
Hoffman Bros 
Paim Beach 
Tolley 
& M Norman 
& Claudette 
Kay LaSalie 
Don Pablo Ore 


Bob 
Ron 


Pons 





Roberti 
Hoffman Sis 

Casine Gardens 
Oleen Orc 
Keaton & Arnfield 
Pritchard & Lord 
Ken & Roy Paige 
Jean Blair 

Club Conge 


(eo 


| Maxine Sullivan 
Betty St Claire 

Gladys Madden 

Alice Lyons 

;2 Buas 

Snowball & Johnny 

| Joyner & Joyce 

6 Reedettes 

King Perry Ore 
Corktown Tavern 
dolly 





I Stirling 

Keth Farrell 

Ellen Kaye 

| Joe E Kerns 

Cole & Corte 

6 Vesters 

Les Arquette Ore 
Hund’s 

2 Old Timers 

Manuel Lopez 

London Chop Heuse | 

Tonia Valent! 

Barney Green 

Krank Whitman O 


Hiuck’s Redford Ine 
Mac McGraw Orc 
Royale 
Raul & Eva Reyes 

Paul Rosini 
| Cappy Barra Ce 
Ruth Craven 
fRoyale Starlets 
| Di k Worthington 
| I Britton 
I Ore 
Statler Hotel 
Williams Ore 
San Diego 
Al Alexander Ore 
Udell & Daye 
Burns Bros 
| Dolly Dawn 
| Marya & Martya 
The Tropics 
Betty Blair 
Jean Field 
Linda Bruce 
The Friars (3) 
Vincent Bragale Ore 
Verne 
Billy Meagher 
Bobbie HRobbins 
Raul & Annette 
Alto Fryer Ore 
Whittier Hote 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herinan Fine 
Wonder Bar 


amela 
jon McGrane 


Sande 








Club Mar-do 
Regan 

Carson i 
Dietrichs | 
Lamb Ore | 
| Morocco 
‘Gay Nineties’ 
Buddy Duray 
Foder Ore 
lon Saker 


Nebiolo’s 


Paul 
June 
Dancing 


Merritt 


Rev | 


Joe 
Made 


Beth Farrell 
O'Donnel & Loyce 


Pat Nash 
Consvella 
Hy Baron Ore 
Castrillos Ore 
509 Club 
Dele Rhodes 
Di Giovannl 
Margo Good 
Good & Goody 
Verne Wilcox 
John & Jessie Hora 
Olga Ray 


Horace Houck Ore 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey 
| Harry Day Dance 
| Monica Lewis 
| Jean Mona 
| Val Voltaine 
| Buster Keim Rev 
| Blinstrub’s | 
Rohde Ore 
Heathen 


Ross 


Karl 
Hioyd 
George 
|Ken Brown 
,da Mann 
Casa Manana 
Hial Miller Ore 
\ulger Bros 
Louise Sherwood 
Club Mayfair 


Ranny Weeks Ore 
Iternie Bennett O 


Dr Marcus 
Claire & Senna Big 
Jiamond & Arthur 
Doris Abbott 
Club Vanity Fair 
Kai Nira Orc 
Stella Kay 
Mary Sands 
Hita Storey 
Coconnut Grove 
Mickey Atpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Wally Wanger 
tilly Paine 
Marianne Francie 
Amapola Lopes 
Pierce & Harris 
Lee lament 
Elisworth & Fairc’@ 
Hassan, td 


Rev 





| George Libbe Rev 
(Continued 


(Melody lounge) 
Marjorie Garreteon 
on poge 62) 
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End of Biway Dip Not in Sight: 
‘Joey 96, Com 1G, at New Lows 





es 


Some Broadway shows are further 
off, but ‘It Happens on Ice’ is still 
topping the list. Saturday night, 
with upper floors sold out, only 22 
lower floor tickets were unsold. Ra- 
dio City location and admission 
scale are factors. Tourist agencies 
and even railroads sell tickets. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
(31st week) (CD-938; $3.30). Gross 
has not been under the $16,000 level 
since opening and the virtual ca- 
pacity pace was maintained 
week, despite summer's low point. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (26th week) (C- 
712: $3.30). Manager Eddie Cooke has 


collected neckties and so forth on | 

oc ! 
wagers the show would run 25 
weeks: looks like engagement will 


extend to Thanksgiving; around $9,- 
000: very good here. 

‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(15lst week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Visi- 
tors still going for laugh revue, but 
not as strongly as before; surprising 
midweek matinee on clear day; 
around $15,000. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (sec- 
ond repeat engagement) (4th week) 
(R-3,027: $1.65). Has been best 
grosser for the past several weeks, 
with last week's. takings little 
changed: rated well over $21,000. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (91st 
week) (C-1,006; $3.30). Has been 
offish of late, but making real coin 
even at lower level; better than $11,- 
000; aimed into next winter. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (33d 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). One of last 
season’s successes slated to holdover 
into new season; off somewhat at 
$8,000 last week, with Chicago top- 
ping again, unopposed. 

‘Pal Joey.’ Barrymore. Final and 
3443. week. Has been dropping 
sharply and last week estimated 
around $9,000; may relight briefly 
with scale lowered from $4.40 top 
before going to road. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). 
this musical going out and expecta- 
tions are for continuance into fall; 
rated around $19,000. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (72d 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Making good 
the claim of spanning a second sum- 
mer; figured a promising road show, 
going out early next month: $3.500 
approximated. 

‘The Corn Is_ Green,’ 
(37th week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Dropped 
around $7,000, which was new low 
for hit import; ticket sale through 
September and may stay longer: 


(41st 


matinee draw features the takings. | 
(19th | 


‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Quoted close 
to $16,000, which is unusual for 
drama of the kind: road show men- 
tioned, with original remaining on 
Broadway. 


SEI ZNICK’S ‘CHRISTIE’ 


San Franeisco, Aug. 22. 


Fulton | 


last | 


No plans for | 


National | 


‘Dinner’ 86 in A. C. 


Atlantic City, Aug. 12. 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
with Taylor Holmes, grossed approx- 
imately $8,000 for week ending Sun- 
day (10) at Garden Pier theatre here. 





'This tops b.o. receipts so far this 


season, 

‘Ladies in Retirement,’ with Flor- 
ence Reed and Estelle Winwood, 
opened yesterday (Monday). Four 
matinees are skedded for ‘Native 
Son.’ with Canada Lee, which opens 
Aug. 18. 





Memphis Operettas 
Wind Up Five-Week 





Memphis, Aug. 12. 

Memphis seems to have found the 
solution for the problem of sum- 
mer musical shows for the masses. 
Past week brought the Memphis 
Open Air Theatre’s fourth season to 
a close, with a profit of approxi- 
mately $3,000 for the five-week oper- 
ation on a budget of $31,000. 


Shows were ‘Robin Hood,’ ‘For- 
tune Teller,” ‘Mlle. Modiste, ‘Rio 
Rita’ and ‘Pink Lady.’ Each ran 


nightly for a week in the al fresco 


shell in Overton Park, which seats 
3.800. 
Organization employs Broadway 


directorial staff, of three, with casts 
primarily amateurs and _ semi-pros 
culled from the cream of Dixie crop 
and reinforced by a few veterans. 
Operation is on city-wide civic basis, 
| with much of help volunteer. 
Leads were taken by 
|Greer, Robert Gay, Donald Coker, 
| Finley Walker and Frances Watkins, 
all of the Philadelphia Opera Com- 
| pany; Helen Marshall, formerly of 
ithe St. Louis Municipal Opera; Les- 
| ter Allen, veteran comic Leighton 
| Ballew, Rose Kriger and Don Spark- 
man of Memphis, and Victor Morley, 
New York director and character 
| lead. 

Success of this season has caused 
| decision to extend next year’s opera- 
| tion to six weeks. 
staff will be returned. 








“HELLZ’ BIG $24,000 IN 
| L. As ‘JUMP’ $6,500 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 
show production of ‘Hellz- 








Road 


apoppin,’ with Billy House and 
| Eddie Garr in the Olsen and Johnson 
|roles, rated a none to friendly 


press, but should keep the Biltmore 


F David_O. Selznick’s revival of! well populated during the rowdy 
Anna Christie,’ with Ingrid Berg- play’s two and a half weeks’ stand. 
man, is doing well at the Curran, | 


first week grossing estimated $11,500. 
There's talk now of holding it three 
instead of two weeks, delaying the 
world preem of ‘Lottie Dundass,’ 
skedded Aug. 19. 

‘Dundass’ may break in first at 
Santa Barbara, as did ‘Christie.’ 























LOU CLAYTON 











First full stanza will account for a 
|hefty $24,000, with the likelihood 
that a Sunday matinee will be added 
| to take care of the trade. ‘Tobacco 
Road's’ booking’ eliminates any 
chance of extended playing time for 
‘Hellz,’ with Ethel Waters’ return in 
‘Mamba’s Daughters’ following. 
‘Jump for Joy’ at the Mayan is 
showing the effects of a fifth week 
and service passes and other come- 
ons are making their appearance to 
bolster window trade and New York 
curiosity. Take for the week won’t 
get past $6,500, and there’s not much 


original 20G promoted to launch the 
venture. 


‘Gleen, $10,500, Has 











Chicago, Aug. 12. 





| 

| 

Met.: 
NORMAN 


ARRIS 


SYLVIA 


SHORE 


HELD OVER 38RD WEEK 
GOLDEN GATE, SAN FRANCISCO, 


Manegement: WM. KENT 
1776 Broadway New York 








Just one show left in Chicago, ‘My 
Sister Eileen,’ now in its. sixth 
month in the loop and _ indicating 
; that it will stay through the rest of 
'the summer season. Jumped to more 
| than $10,500 last week. 

In the distance lies ‘Claudia,’ 
which is slated for the Selwyn on 
| son’s shows, with ‘Theatre’ due into 
'the Harris soon afterwards. In Oc- 
itober the Erlanger is scheduled to 
relight with ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 
The Blackstone is due to try some 
stock set through house-owner Israel 
Slavin with Henry Duffy, and at 
least one of the shows will have 
Billie Burke, possibly in ‘The Vine- 
gar Tree.’ Grand, now operated by 
the Hamlin Estate through John 











Schreiber, has not yet set anything. 


Season With 3G Net 


Frances | 


Entire production | 


profit for the dozen or so partners 
at that figure. Understood John |} 
Garfield went for $10,000 of the| 


No-Strip Corio 





Anne Corio, who starred in 
‘The Barker’ at Cedarhurst, L. IL, 
Tuesday (12), and who has also 
appeared in ‘White Cargo’ in 
summer theatres, has gone legit 
strictly. Cedarhurst management 
wanted her to put on a strip act 
at the finale, but she refused. 

Emmett Callahan, her man- 
ager-husband, backed up Miss 
Corio, stating she was through 
with burlesque and that 
the tease stuff. 


takes in 








FEW N. Y. BETS 





There have been approximately 50 
new shows tried out in the summer 
stocks up to this week—the half- 
way mark—with the ratio of Broad- 
way possibilities indicated to be lit- 
tle different from previous summers. 
Only four are definitely slated to be 
presented on Broadway, two coming 
early in September—‘Village Green,’ 
Miller, and ‘Two Story House,’ prob- 
ably at the Morosco. Later ‘New 
Orleans,’ an operetta presented in 
St. Louis, and ‘Western Union, 
Please,’ starring Charles Butter- 
worth, are due. 

It has been contended almost since 
the summer showshop idea surged 
upward that not enough time was 
taken in preparing new plays for 
tryout. There has been a tendency 
to take’ more care in such produc- 
tion, as indicated by the number of 
postponements this summer but 
either the plays need even more 
preparation or the quality of the 
scripts is too ragged. ‘here are, 
however, several additional shows 
mentioned as Broadway possibilities. 
One strawhat revival slated 
Broadway is ‘Miss 
| leans’ with Grace George, who came 
in with a revival from the sticks last 
fall (‘Kind Lady’). Other 
possibilities are ‘Yellow 
(Alexander Woollcott) and 
Brutus’ (Henry Hull). 





Jacket’ 
‘Dear 


as usual. No report on talent has 
been made as yet, but several try- 
(Continued on page 60) 


FUND’S RECORD $825 











Record collection for actor chari- 


IN STRAWHATS, 


revival | 


Hollywood scouts are on the job| 


‘FROM ‘DINNER’ DATE) 


Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Tallulah Bankhead has become a teetotaler, quite a change of pace for 
one who was a familiar figure in the smart night clubs. Star told intimates 
that she would not touch a drop of liquor until the war is over and is said 
to have meticulously held to that determination. She held to her changed 
schedule throughout the long tour of ‘The Little Foxes’ last season. 

Mis Bankhead drew press attention recently when offering a lion cub to 
the Bronx zoo. She has been appearing in ‘Her Cardboard Lover’ in sum. 
mer stocks. 








‘The Wookey,’ which Edgar Selwyn is producing for Metro, had two 
weeks pencilled in at Washington, unusual for a tryout booking, but Brock 
Pemberton secured one week of the time for his initial show, ‘Two Story 
House.” Selwyn explained that he wanted the extra week to work on the 





for | 
Nelly of N’Or-| 





ties was registered last week at New | 


|‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ with 


| George S. Kaufman, Moss Hart and } goo} 


| Harpo Marx. 


Passing the hat among | 


Hope, Pa., during the engagement of | 


| 


Frederick Hazlitt Brennan drama, but Pemberton’s booking is definite. It 
developed that the latter intended producing ‘Wookey’ (first called ‘We 
Fought at Arques’), but was indisposed at the time Metro tied up the play, 





There was much ado about choosing a young actress for the name part in 
the Chicago company of ‘Claudia,’ Phyllis Thraxter being the final selec. 


tion. 


She was named after going on in Dorothy McGuire's place last 


Wednesday (6) matinee, first being carefully directed by Rose Franken. 


Miss Thraxter’s mother is a Maine newspaper columnist. 


She was with 


‘There Shall Be No Night’ last season, as understudy, and also played a 


small part. 





Father’ Fine $11,000 
In 10th Detroit Week 


Detroit, Aug. 12. 
‘Life With Father’ has about run 
its course at the Cass here, Aug. 23 
having been set as closing date. By 
that time the play will have con- 
cluded a run of 12 straight weeks. 
In the 10th week iust concluded, 
the show drew better than $11,000, 
very satisfactory figure. 


‘DESERT SONG CRACKS 








ST. L. DEBUT MARK, 5G 





St. Louis, Aug. 12. 
Sigmund Romberg’s ‘Desert Song,’ 
which attracted more than 250,000 
payees in four previous engagements 
at the Municipal Theatre Assn.’s Al- 
fresco playhouse in Forest Park, re- 
turned for another one-week stand 


last night (Monday). Despite 24 
days of torrid temperature, the 
operetta drew an overflow mob of 


10,500 for an all-time high opening 
night record. Gross was estimated 
at $5,000. 

Arthur Kent, New York Met bari- 
tone, making first local bow of the 
current season, and Ruby Mercer, 
songbird click in ‘The Three Mus- 
keteers’ earlier in the season, scored 
in the warbling stints. Runnersup 
for warbling honors were Bob Law- 
rence, Eric Mattson and Ruth Urban. 
Another newcomer this season, Mimi 
Kellerman, niece of Annette Keller- 
man, also was a click in the role of 
Azuri and her terping solo. Violet 
Carlson and William Lynn socked 
over the comedy roles. 


Standouts in the supporting cast 


are Joseph Macaulay, William Mer- | 


cer, Mayron Dale and Frederic Pers- 
son. Watson Barratt contributed a 
< of his eye-filling scenes. 


Noel Coward's ‘Bitter Sweet’ 


capacity audiences grossed $625.17. | wound up seven-night engagement 


Since the summer theatre collection | Sunday a a 
four | 00 laid on the line by 62,600.payees, 


for the Actors Fund _ started 

years ago, that sum was never 
| proached in any one strawhat 

| This week had been designated as 
{the collection period, but summer 
i theatre managers have the leeway of 
| making the appeal ahead of schedule, 
|or next week if they believe more 
could be gathered. That arrange- 
|} ment worked to the advantage of the 
|Fund, as proven last week at New 
| Hope. 

| This season the summer theatre 
|collections will be shared by 


ap- 


| 
| 





American Theatre Wing of the Brit- | 


ish War Relief and the Actors Fund 
|} equally, witih the Stage Relief Fund 
also getting a share. Around 70,000 


heralds asking for support were dis- 
tributed among rural theatre com- 
munities 


Ratoff’s Coast Play 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Gregory Ratoff and 
a stage play, ‘Groshi,’ to be co-pro- 
duced in October at the Biltmore 
theatre in Los Angeles with an all- 
| Hollywood cast. 
Show will be directed by Ratoff, 
with the idea of moving to Broad- 
way if it clicks. 





‘Show Off’ 6G in S. F. 


San Francisco, Aug. 12. 

Fifth week of Joe E. Brown's 
‘Show Off’ at Henry Duffy’s Alcazar 
got entimated $5,800, very good. 

‘Quiet Please,’ with Dale Winter 
(Mrs. Duffy), Minna Gombell and 
Fred Niblo, moved in Thursday (7) 
with the biggest opening since Ed- 
ward Evertt Horton in ‘Springtime 
For Henry.’ 





(10) with an estimated $37,- 


satisfactory. 


Current Road Shows 


(Aug. 13-24) 
Bergman, 
San 


(Ingrid 
Curran, 


‘Anna Christie’ 
J. Edward Bromberg) 
Francisco (13-23). 

‘Barker’ (Ann 
Cedarhurst, L. I. 


Corio) — Central, 
(13-17): Brighton, 


; | Brighton Beach, N. Y. (19-24). 
the | 


‘Charley’s Aunt’ (Phil Baker)— 
Brighton, Brighton Beach, N. Y. (13- 





| 





117): Central, Cedarhurst, L. I. (19- 
24). 

‘Hellzapoppin’—Biltmore, Los An- | 
geles (13-23). 

‘Johnny Belinda’—Maplewood, N.J 
(13-16). 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
} 


Bradbury | 


Chicago All to Itself Foote, Metro scribe, are working on 





‘Jump for Joy’ (Duke Ellington)— 
Mayan, Los Angeles (13+23). 
‘Ladies in Retirzment’ 
Pier, Atlantic City (13-16). 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Cass, Detroit (13-23). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’—Wind- 
sor, Bronx, N.Y. (13-17), Flatbush, 
Brooklyn (19-24). 

‘My Sister Eileen’—Harris, Chicago 
(13-23). 

‘Native Son’—Flatbush, 
(13-17). 

‘Quiet Please’—Alcazar, San Fran- 
cisco (13-23). 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Russ aud., San Diego (18-23), 


~ Garden 


Brooklyn 





Busboy’s New Play 
Cambridge, Mass., Aug. 12. 
Ruth Chatterton will be starred in 


tryout of ‘Sorrow of Angels.’ by 
George Batson, at the Cambridge 
summer theatre here week of 
Aug. 25. 


Batson was a Horn & Hardart bus 
boy who has penned one other play 
for Miss Chatterton. 


Woolicott, Harpo Marx, 
Fay Wray Draw Big Biz 
To Strawhat in ‘Jacker 


Marblehead, Mass., Aug. 12. 

With Alexander Woollcott as the 
chorus and Harpo Marx ad-libbing 
around the stage in the dumb role of 
the property man, the revival of 
Benrimo’s ‘The Yellow Jacket’ pro- 
vided plenty of fun for the audience 
at the North Shore theatre here last 
night (Monday). Opening drew a 
packed house and the advance sale, 
with an exira matinee, ‘indicates an 
all-time record for the spot. 

Understood the management, with 
Woollcott’s prompting is figuring on 
a Broadway presentation of the show 
this fall, which would be its first 
showing there since the Coburns of- 
fered it in 1928. Although the play 
with its present cast is a summer 
goldmine, it’s a dubious prospect for 
Broadway. 

Woollcott tackles his chorus part 
with zest and relish and, after over- 
coming early nervousness, helps pro- 
ject the spirit of the novelty piece 
across the footlights. Harpo Marx is 
somewhat hampered by the limita- 
tions of the property man part, but 
he touches off solid laughs with his 
handling of the numerous comic 
props at his disposal. 

Rex O'Malley scores with a swishy 
portrayal of Daffodil, while Fay 
Wray also appears favorably doub- 
ling as Chee Moo, the governor's 
wife, and Pium Blossom, the second- 
act heroine.. Virginia Campbell is 
enormously impressive in the dual 
role of Tso and Chow Wan. Arthur 
Pierson’s’ direction is excellent 
Showy first-night audience included 
Aifred Lunt, Lynn Fontanne, Nancy 
Carroll and author Benrimo. 


Premieres 


(Aug. 11-23) 





‘Beggar’s Opera,’ new version by 
Lehman Engel of John Gay’s classic, 


at Bucks County playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa. (11-16). 
‘Walk into My Parlor,’ by Alex- 


ander Greendale, being tried out by 


Luther Greene, at Sayville (L.1.) 
playhouse (12-16); at County thea- 
tre, Suffern, N.Y. (18-23). 

‘As It Comes,’ by Edgar Eagers, 


at Lakemont theatre, Toledo (12-16). 
‘Concert Tour,’ by Frank Thomas, 
Sr., and Henry K. Mauritz, from an 
idea by Murray Boltinoff, at Wood- 
stock (N.Y.) playhouse (14-17) 
‘Jorislund,’ by Arnold Sundgaard, 


|} at Barter theatre, Abingdon, Va. (14- 





116). 


‘Behold We Live,’ by 
Druten, with Gertrude 


John Van 


Lawrence 


|and Philip Merivale, at Cape play- 


house, Dennis, Mass. (18-23). 

‘Sixth Avenue,’ by Maurie C. 
Buyan, at Hampton Summer theatre, 
Bridgehampton, L. I. (12-16). 

‘Lottie Dundas,’ by Enid Bagnold, 
with Geraldine Fitzgerald, Lobero 
theatre, Santa Barbara, Cal. (14-23). 

‘U. S. 90,” by Ward Morehouse, 
with Gloria Stuart and Warren Hull, 
at Paper Mill playhouse, Millburn, 
N. J. (18-23). 

‘Hollywood Story,’ by undisclosed 


author, with Margot Grahame, at 
Westchester playhouse, Mt. Kisco, 
N. Y. (18-23). 


‘About Face,’ by Edward Padula, 
at Hilltop theatre, Ellicott City, Md. 
(19-23). 

‘Timbalu,’ by Elizabeth Miele, at 
Theatre-in-the-Dale, ‘Milford, Conn. 
(20-23). 

‘White Pony,’ by Marion Lloyd, at 
Woodstock, N. Y., playhouse (21- 
24). 
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Strictly Small Change 





George 8. Kaufman, Moss Hart and Harpo Marx worked on per- 
centage in ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ at New Mope, Pa., and 
although the show played capacity the house is small and their end of 


the take was small change to them. 


10 performances (four matinees). 


Gross topped $6,000, a record, in 
Frio eapered for $75 guarantee 


plus a hunk of the profits but the management said it eould not decide 
what the net was for two weeks. When Mart appeared in the play 
at Dennis he went into the red fer $600, because he had to rejoin 
Equity, which eost $100 initiation, and had empenses such as house he 
rented, butler and so forth. Mart says he is through being an actor 
because it costs too much. So many friends eame down from New 
York to see ’em act, that his summer joint resembled a touriet eamp. 
Kaufman had a withdrawal card and was merely required to pay 
Equity the current dues. Marx was im good standing as a member, 
also belonging to the Screen Actors Guild. Generally agreed that 
Mart was much the better actor than Kaufman, while Marpo’'s part 


was a pushover for him. 


Though ‘Dinner was mentioned frequently from the strawhats in the 
last two weeks, it has not played in the summer spots more than a 
dozen times to date because not being released until July 15, it not 


being certain up to then whether 


the play would run through the 


summer at the Music Box. Rights varied up to $1,000 per week, ac- 
cording to house capacity and size of community. Kaufman and Mart’s 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ a fair draw on Broadway, will prob- 


ably top the summer stock rights list. 


It has been contracted for in 


35 spots, $500 being the average price for rights. 











Legit Mgrs. Said to Be Anxious 


For r Long- Term Deal With Equity 





Confab between Equity officers 
and managers was held Monday (11) 
at the League of New York theatres 
for the purpose of extending the 
‘basic’ agreement. Principal object 
of the pact, from a managerial stand- 





point, is to stall the actors from | 
changing rules and imposing re- 
strictions which the producers de-| 


clare have from time to time made | 
producing increasingly difficult. 

It has become increasingly meant 
that the agreement has not stopped 
Equity making changes of policy | 
every year. It appears the solution 
from the showmen’s side is to enter | 
into an agreement with Equity that | 
will run a term of years, instead of | 
a season or solo year. 


That may have been the point | 
raised by the managers Monday dur- | 
ing a session that was somewhat ex- | 
tended. The huddlers’ did not come 
to an agreement, it merely being | 
stated that further consideration | 
was necessary, but also claimed that | 
no serious differences developed, and | 
that the meeting was amicable. Be- | 
fore the next session Equity’s coun- | 
cil will consider revisions of the 
agreement presented by managers 
through the League, which may seek | 
a five-year deal. 


When 10 councilors, including 
two vice-presidents, resigned as an 
aftermath of the election, they de- 


clared that an element in Equity was 
aiming for radical rules which they 
believed would further restrict pro- 


duction, the volume of which has 
Steadily declined in recent seasons. 
They added that they believed they 


could better fight to safeguard the 
welfare of the actor by not being on 
the council. That reasoning is not 
clear to many members, but the fact 
that there is a sharp difference of 
Opinion among influential Equityites 
is definite. 
Several Changes 
During the time the annual agree- 
ment has been in effect, plus the 
ticket code, Equity raised the min- 
imum pay, boosted the initiation fee 
and more recently struck out the 
exclusive service stipulation, the lat- 
ter provision becoming effective | 
Starting on Labor Day. It is true 
that Equity consulted the managers 
before raising the minimum pay 
from $40 to $50, but had the show- 
men seriously objected the tilt 
would probably have gone in any- 
how. Conceded by the League, how- 
ever, that Equity has been more 
open to suggestions and willing to 
consider proposals for the welfare | 
of the theatre than any of the other | 
unions, 
Discussed on Monday were the | 
exclusive service deletion from all | 
j 





standard contracts, pay to casts 
when playing in Canada, both of 
which points have been ruled on | 


by Equity but are possibly subject 
to revision, 
for legit. 


and the matter of radio 
Present rule is that play- | 


| Joe Schenck and Harry 


"NEW B’WAY REVUE DUE 
IN FALL TO BE PART ICE 





The new Lee Ephraim revue for 
Broadway this fall will be partly 
an ice show, and will have Le Verne 


jand the Heasley Twins in the ice 
|}portion on a portable rink. The 
probable house is fNe 46th St. The 
original ‘Double or Nothing’ title | 


will probably be changed. 

Ephraim, in association with Nor- 
man Zeno, Previn Davis and Ralph 
McBane, is producing, and the prob- 
able talent lineup will be Bert 
Wheeler, Sonny Rice, George Church, 
and possibly either Hildegarde and 
The Hartmans, or both. 

Latter two are also being dickered 
by George Marion, Jr., for his new 
|book musical, with an Arthur 
Schwartz score. Hal LeRoy is set 
for it, as is Mitzi Mayfair, and Tony 
|Martin is being negotiated. This 
;marks the reunion of the LeRoy- 
Mayfair team. 


Al Bloomingdale in With 


Shuberts on Jessel Musical | | 


Al Bloomingdale, with much of his | 
coin in the new George Jessel-Sophie | 


Tucker musical, ‘High Kickers,’ will 
present the show this fall in associ- 
Lee Shubert. Jessel also 
is lining up additional bankroll from 
M. Warner, 
besides having interested a number 
of others. 


ation with 


The book idea ties in with the cur- | 
rent Abbott and Costello ‘burlesque | 


renaissance’ vogue, 
terned after an old burley 


being also pat- 
idea. 


New Label for ‘Fancy’ 


‘Young a Pence: the George 
Abbott musical comedy that goes into 
rehearsal tomorrow (Thursday), will 
be retitled. Producer has been noti- 
fied by an indie film distributor in 
New York that a British picture 


|}soon to be released in the U. S. al- 


ready has the same title. 
Since one of the most valuable as- 
sets of a hit musical comedy is the 


| right to the title for a picture sale, 


Abbott must find a new tag fcr his 
show. Hasn’t selected one yet. 





ers must be paid one-eighth of a 
week's salary if participating in the 
broadcast of a play, or any part of 

At the suggestion of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Radio Artists, the 
rule should clearly provide that 


players shall receive not less than | 


the AFRA minimum, which is $19 
sustaining and $21 for commercial 
per broadcast. Principal idea is to 
protect the lower salaried players 





4 PLAYERS GET 
ATIGURE WAGE 


Tallulah Bankhead’s $1,500 
Weekly Tops Field—Mary 
Boland, Paul Robeson, 
and Jane Cow! Close Be- 


hind 





12 AT $750, OR MORE 


Four name players are getting 
four-figure salaries in the summer 
theatres, none being of Hollywood 
or essentially film players. In fact, 
there has been no influx from the 
Coast this season as was true in other 
strawhat terms. There are more 
people receiving three-figure pay 
than at any time heretofore, which 
reflects the much better business 
drawn in the country spots as com- 
pared to least year. 

Top money is being paid to Tal- 
lulah Bankhead, who is guaranteed 
$1,500 weekly in most spots, appear- 
ing in ‘Her Cardboard Lover.’ Mary 
Boland, in from the Coast but whose 
standing was achieved on the stage, 
rates next when playing ‘Meet the 
| Wife,’ in which she originally starred, 
|her country showshop pay being 
$1,250. Paul Robeson has made at 
least one appearance in ‘Emperor 
Jones,” and got $1,100, while Jane 
Cowl, in ‘Old Acquaintance,’ draws 
down $1,000. 

Three Figure Salaries 

Among the top three-figure players 
jis C. Aubrey Smith, getting $850 in 
| ‘Old English.’ Peggy Wood has been 
earning $600 or more in ‘Acquain- 


tance,’ while the Hartmans’ com- 
bined pay has been $850 in ‘Any- 
thing Goes’ and a revue. Ann 


Corio, a recruit to legit in the sticks 
from burlesque, has been averaging 
$450 in ‘White Cargo.’ 

There are at least 12 contracts 
calling for $750 or more, while 22 
contracts are for $500 weekly or 
more, some going for the same 
people in different stands. More 
than 70 contracts are for $250 and 
upward to more than $400, in addi- 
tion 
ting $200 per week and a 
number getting $175 and $150. 





| 


larger 


St. Louis’ Big Payroll 

St. Louis Municipal Opera has the | 
biggest payroll and the largest ca- 
pacity of all the summer stands. 
| There 
ting good money through the 
week season Only a few 
principals receive under $200, lowest 
pay being $125, with most of the 
company getting between $250 and | 
| $350. Highest reputed salary in the 
muny opera outfit is $800 this sea- 
son, that going to Gil Lamb. 

It appears that while 
accept concessions in the 
show the indication 
are that name players in demand 
appear for approximately if not ac- 
tually the same salary as they com- 
mand on Broadway. However, the 
large bulk of players in the summer 
resident stocks and 
most are paid the regulation mini- 
mum of $40, the $50 minimum for 
productions in New 
road not applying to the strawhats. 


‘Easy’ Not for N. Y. 


‘Take It Easy,’ 
| scored as ‘Little Jesse James,’ 

|not be shown on Broadway as re- 
| ported but is being framed strictly 


11- 


actors 


country shops, 


places are in the 

















will 


Harry Archer, who wrote the orig- 
inal tunes, and Gladys Shelly. 

Rights have been purchased by 
Otto H. Diehl, stage electrician who 
has an interest in the Lyceum, N. Y. 
‘Easy’ is an intimate musical, set up 
to erate at money. 


moaes 


which originally k 
* | he made satisfactory settlement last 


| 

| for the road. Book has been con-} 
| siderably revamped and there is an 
jalmost completely new score 

' 


+ 





| 


| 


is a long list of people get- | 


of the | 


some name | 


York or on the | 
| cast 


| lend 
there are flocks of players get- | 


| film biz, 


Six New Shows in Rehearsal Insure 


Farly N.Y. Start; See More Legiters 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Young Man’s Fancy’—George 
Abbott. 

‘Two Story House’ — Brock 
Pemberton. 

‘The Wookey’— Metro, Edgar 
Selwyn. 

‘The Great Whitewash’—Otto 
Preminger, Norman Pincus. 

‘Village Green’—Dorothy and 
Julian Olney, Felix Jacoves. 





‘Brother Cain’ — American 
Civic Theatre. 
‘Hold Your Hats’—Al Jolson 


(road). 

‘Boys and Girls Together’—Ed 
Wynn (road). 

‘Flight to the West’—Wee & 
Leventhal (subway circuit). 


FATHER’ T0 GET 
MORE RKO 
DATES 


‘Life With Father,’ legiter which 
RKO now has set for five of its 
houses, starting early in October, 
may also be dated into some of the 











RKO-booked Singer houses in Iowa | — 
and the midwest, Charles Koerner, lin the Wind’ and ‘Mr. Big.’ 


RKO circuit chief, said in New York 
yesterday (Tuesday). Set so far are 
Lowell, Mass., 
ter, Syracuse and Columbus. 

Koerner declared RKO circuit 
open to additional legit shows of 
what the company thinks are the 
proper type for this kind of opera- 
tion. He stated also that many more 
houses may be made available. All 
depends on the success of ‘Father’ in 
the initial bookings. 


All the theatres so far dated, | 
Koerner explained, are not the cir- 
cuit’s top pic houses, but former | 


legiters which are ideally suited for 
shows. He’s of the opinion that an 
occasional play in the houses will 
not only be profitable in itself, but 
a touch of variety that 
towns showminded and 
too. 


make 


Phil Baker May Tour 


In Folies’ for Fischer | 


Phil Baker may ‘Folies 
Bergeres’ road tour 
C. Fischer’s direction, to play 
toriums and kindred halls in 
lesser keys. Baker is currently wind- 
ing up his ‘Charley’s Aunt’ tour at 


he ad up a 


audi- 


Brighton Beach, N. Y. 
Fischer has in mind surrounding 


Baker with people like Cynda Glenn 


and Fifi Dorsay, plus a lot of girls 
and taking the revue on an exten- 
sive midwestern tour into Texas 
‘Aunt,’ with Baker, will follow 
Brighton Beach with a _ date at 
Cedarhurst, L. I Both houses are 
operated by A. Edward Goldberg 
who is said to have taken an interest 
in the revival That was indicated 
when he posted the difference in 


salary guarantee money re- 


| quired by Equity. 





by| 5 


| week. 


Goldberg has encountered a num- 
ber of setbacks, particularly had 
business at the Brighton, with the 
result that several claims were filed 
against him at Equity. Understood 
Best draw he has had was 
‘Her Cardboard Lover,’ 
lah Bankhead. 

Arthur Klein, who is manager of 
‘Aunt,’ 
how, 
is somewhat hazy. 


John Montague ‘and He rman 


Bern- 


stein 

pany manager, respectively, for the 
road troupe of ‘Arsenic and Oldj| 
Lace.’ 


There will be half a dozen shows 
aimed for Broadway in rehearsal be- 
fore the end of the week. This ig 
unusual, considering that for the last 
five or six years the season was in- 
creasingly late in getting started. It 
again supports the earlier indication 
that the 1941-42 legit period will go 
into action in September. 

Early action should bring some 
relief to the critics, who will be re- 
quired to be back on the job much 
sooner than usual. Last spring, when 
production slowed down to a walk, 
it was intimated that some were un- 
easy about their departments. 

The list of shows being readied 
does not include the new plays that 
are being tried out in the summer 
stocks, but there are also two 
musicals for the road getting ready. 
Years ago managers dated premieres 
in «August, but in recent seasons 
trend has been to duck early debuts 
because of weather hazards. Practice 
of registering opening nights in ad- 
vance also has developed and op- 
posed openings have virtually dis- 
appeared. However, this is more a 
result of managers having reduced 
the amount of production. 

Number of shows slated for the 
new season already approximates 50, 
which is in sight of the total new 
plays presented during the season of 





1940-41. If the known production 
plans materialize, the amount of 
| production will considerably exceed 
|that of last season. At least two 
{more plays will join those in re- 
arsa] next week. They are ‘Candle 
Scripts 


| 


Providence, Roches- | 


. SHUBERTS BUYING IN 


| 





i the 
it would 


| show. 


|} of both are well regarded. 


ON ‘JOEY’ FOR ROAD 


Reported that the Shuberts will 
buy an interest in ‘Pal Joey,’ closing 
Saturday (16) at the Barrymore, 
N. Y., anticipating its value as a road 
George Abbott, who produced 
musical, recently announced that 
not tour because some of 
the original cast would be out of the 
show, but shortly afterward it was 
stated that ‘Joey’ would go to the 


| road, 


will | 
help | 


| Shub 


under Clifford | 


the | 


Notice of closing was posted last 
week and then taken down after 
negotiations started between the 
“rts and A bott. Latter con- 
ceded during spring that the produc- 
tion cost had °.2en earned back and 


that ‘Joey’ showed a good profit. 
During summer, however, attend- 
ance has been steadily dropping and 
during the past several weeks it lost 
| money. Expected that Abbott's 
name will be used in the road show- 
ings, as now. 

Georgie Tapps is reported engaged 
to replace Gene Kelly in the title 
lead, latter 


going to Hollywood, 


Equity Green Lights 3 
Aliens for W. & L. Stock 


Exemption to the alien rules of 
three foreign players was made by 
Equity last week, permitting their 
appearance in ‘Flight to the West,” 
being readied by Wee & Leventhal 
for rotary stock showings. Those 
permitted to play without the usual 


six months lapse are Eleanore Men- 
delsohn, Lydia St. Clair and Rudolph 
Weiss, who were in the original cast. 

‘Flight’ was written by Elmer Rice 
and produced by the Playwrights. A 


| group took it over and dropped the 
| scale to $1.10, but neither portion of 


with Tallu- | 


is also said to be in on the} 
but his financial participation.' 


| 


| 


the N. Y. engagement was success- 
ful. Drama will not be toured by the 
Playwrights, but W. & L. may send 
it out during the Fall. 


Wynn Opens in N. Y. 
Newark, Aug. 12. 
Ed Wynn's ‘Boys and Girls Toe 
gether,’ starting on a long road tour, 


will be advance men and com- } opens its trek Sept. 5 at the Mosque 


thectre here. 
Will give three performances, ine 
-turday matinee. 
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Life Trains Army Photographers 

Nine-week course for Signal Corps 
photogs has been set up by Life mag 
in cooperation with the Army. Mil- 
itary lensers started arriving at Life | 
offices in New York June 1 in 
batches of about week, Mag 
hopes to teach them to turn out both 
good pix for peacetime publicity 
purposes and to provide best pos- 
sible coverage in the event U. S. 
gets into an actual fighting war. 

‘With the censorship getting | 
tougher and tougher,’ one Life exec | 
explained, ‘number of places are in- 
creasing into which we cannot get 
our civilian photographers. So we're 
helping to train the Army camera- 
men to get the pictures for us. Their 
pictures, however, of course will be 
available to all magazines and news- 
papers on an equal footing.’ 

Course is divided into three three- 
week sections. First is darkroom 





five a 


technique; second, classroom lectures | . 


| 


by Life eds on what they want in | 
picture stories, why they accept cer- | 
tain pictures and reject others, how 
picture stories are made up; third, 
accompany Life photogs on assign- 
ments and then cover assignments 
themselves. Latter are what Life 
sloughs off as not good enough, for 
their regular staffers but are secon- 
dary possibilities. 

Staff of the ‘school’ consists of 
John Shaw Billings, m.e.; Daniel 
Longwell, exec ed; Wilson Hicks, 
exec pic ed; Edward J. Thompson, 
associate ed; Bart Sheridan, assistant 
pic ed, who serves as kind of ‘prexy,’ 
and all of the Life photogs. Army 
provides living expenses and equip- 
ment and Life incidental expenses 
and supplies. Groups now in train- 
ing are drawn from Fort Monmouth, 
Fort Benning, 
the Army War College. 


Weldon James to London 
Weldon James, of PM’s foreign 
news staff in New York, is expected 
to go to London shortly to repre- 
sent the paper there. 
for only a couple months, however, 
for Ben Robertson, who returned to 
the U. S. last week. Robertson is 
taking a leave-of-absence to work 
for a friend in a political campaign 
in South Carolina, his home state. 
PM publisher Ralph Ingersoll has 
not been heard from by the sheet 
for more than a week now. Last 
message was Monday a week ago 
(4) when he planed out of Chung- 
king, China, for Moscow. Trip was 
supposed to take three days. 


U. S. Scribes in Londen Partied 





| post of 


Camp Robinson and } 


He’ll fill in| 


seated at a table in the Savage Club, 
attempting to lay out a program for 


the entertainment. They were de- 
|scribed as ‘five lousy actors.’ Be- 
| fore the show started, Quentin Rey- 


nolds was waylayed in the aisle by 
a bunch of girls pleading for his 
autograph. Later he went upon the 


;Stage and made a speech beginning 


with ‘Dear Enemy Entertainers.’ 
The Newspaper Proprietors’ Assn. 
gave a luncheon two days later to 
the American Correspondents in 
London. It was presided over by 
Viscount Rothermere, who welcomed 
the guests, and response was made 
by Joseph S. Evans, Jr., vice-pres- 
ident of the Assn. of American Cor- 
respondents in London. Ambassador 
Winant spoke, as did Viscount Astor 
and Anthony S. Drexel Biddle, Jr. 





Lister to Philly Record 

Series of recent exec resignations 
at the New York Post continued last 
week with Walter B. Lister quitting 
as city ed. Lister took over similar 
spot on the Philly Record, succeed- 
ing Alexander Griffin, who has been 
ill and has switched to the easier 
assistant managing ed in 
charge of features. 

Gary Finley, Post sports ed, suc- 
ceeds Lister as city ed on the sheet. 
He is a former assistant city ed. Paul 
Kiester, assistant sports ed, was 
upped to sports ed. Resignations at 
the Post are said to be accompanied 
by publisher George Backer taking a 
much more personal part in daily 
output of the paper. 





Albany A. P. Man’s Collier Piece 

Robert C. McCormick, now with 
the Albany bureau of the Associated 
Press and former sports editor of 
The Saratogian, Saratoga Springs, 
authored the recent article in Col- 
lier’s on Vic Fleming, famous har- 
ness horse driver. 

McCormick, who writes on sports, 
among other things for A, P., uses 
the nom de plume of Robert Cart- 
wright in magazine articles. 

Youngstown Purity Purge 

Youngstown, O., City 
| Forrest Cavalier has listed 31 maga- 
zines which he will ask distributing 
agencies to keep from newsstands. 

They are included in a list of more 
than 100 magazines deemed ‘offend- 
ing’ by the National Organization 
for Decent Literature. 





John T. Whitaker’s Lectures 

John T. Whitaker, Chicago Daily 
News Foreign Service correspondent, 
arrived in New York from Lisbon 
Sunday (10). 

Is booked for about 50 lectures in 
next three months at approximately 
$250 a throw. 

Upon arriving, Whitaker grabbed 











A small coterie of stage people 
gave a party July 20 at the Saville 
theatre, London, to the 
and American 
London. It began at 6 o’clock with 
a ‘get-together’ in the bar, and this 
proved so popular it was necessary 
to shut down the refreshment salon 

t 7 p.m. or they would never have 


been able to get the audience 
their seats for the stage abi 
ance. 


The services of the troupers was, 
of course, gratis, and the problem 
of paying for the likker was solved 
by a business-man named Horne, 
who tapped a number of his friends 
to help make up the cost. 

Show opened with Bud Flanagan, 
Chesney Allen Leslie Henson, 
Arthur 


Riscoe and Hannen Swaffer 


Dominion | 
newspapermen in| 


a lot of space when he expressed 
{the opinion that England ‘didn’t 
| have a chance.’ 





LITERATI OBITS 
Frederick James Smith, 55, 
|}as ‘Beverly Hill’ was picture editor 
| for Liberty magazine, died Aug. 5 in 
1 | the lobby of the Algonquin Hotel, 
|New York. One-time film critic for | 





| editor of numerous picture fan mags 
| in recent years, 

| Rabindranath Tagore, 80, 

| mystic, also 

| playwright 
| Aug. 
cutta. 
Natalio Botana, 
| Critica, 


renowned as a_ poet, 
and _ philosopher, 


7 after a long illness in Cal- 


Buenos Aires’ largest after- 
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Prosecutor 


who, | 


the old N. Y. Telegram, he had enn 


Indian 


died 


53, publisher of} 


at nearby Jujuy, Argentina. 


in an automobile accident. 

Leo J. Gegenheimer, 31, night 
editor of the Portland (Ind.) ‘Sun,’ 
died Aug. 5 of bronchial pneumonia. 

James T. Hanrahan, 67, circulation 
director of the Terre Haute Tribune- 
Star, died of a heart attack. 

Dillwyn Parrish, 47, author and 
painter, died of a gunshot wound 
| Aug. 8,’ at his ranch home near 
Hemet, Cal. Police called it suicide. 
Among his novels were ‘My Wings,’ 
‘Gray Sheep,’ ‘The Everlasting’ and 
‘Praise the Lord.’ He was a brother 
of Ann Parrish, novelist. 

William Wachtel, 63, for some 30 
years advertising director of The 
Day, N. Y., Jewish Daily newspaper, 
died Aug. 10 in the Hunts Point Hos- 
pital, the Bronx, after a long iilness, 


William C. Rowland, 81, publisher 
of the Staten Island, N. Y., World 
from 1912 to 1917, died Aug. 10 at his 
home in Livingston, S. I. after a 
three-month iliness. . 


Vincent Treanor, 64, racing expert, 
sports editor and columnist for the 
old N.Y. Evening World, died Aug. 8 
at the home of a son, Vincent, Jr., in 
Andover, Mass. Widow, daughter 
and two other sons survive. 

Floyd W. Parsons, 61, 
industrial authority, who for the past 
21 years was associated with the 
Robbins Publishing Co. as editor of 
several trade journals, died Aug. 7 
at the Post-Graduate Hospital, N, Y., 
after a brief illness. 

Rolland A. Galliher, 61, newspaper 
cartoonist, died Aug. 7 at Cambridge, 
O., of a heart attack. 


mining and 


CHATTER 
Hector Chevigny took time off 
from his radio scripting to sell 


Liberty a short story, ‘The Natural- 
ization of Joe Mendoza.’ 

Michael Davidson, formerly 
Walt Disney on exploitation, handl- 
ing promotion for a new magazine, 
Country Book, a digest of articles 
and rural books, 

Johnson City Journal, Inc., has 
been chartered to conduct a print- 
ing-publishing business in Johnson 
City, near Binghamton, N. Y. Di- 


rectors are: Harold J. Granger and 
Virginia A. Granger, Binghamton; 
Jacob Kokis, Johnson City. 


Richard C. Patterson, 
ident and general 
Toledo Times for 


vice-pres- 

manager of the 
the last 10 years. 
is now president. Has been with 
paper 33 years. Donald A. Wiley, 
with the organization for 10 vears, 
was named vice-president. Richard 
D. Logan will continue as secre- 
tary. Patterson also is treasurer. 


Few N. Y. Bets 


Continued from page 58 




















en 
out scripts have been sent for by 
picture story departments. 
Gordon Interested in Thomas Play 
Max Gordon is reported interested 
in ‘Concert Tour,’ written by Frank 
M. Thomas and Henry K. Moritz, 
| from an idea by Murray Boltinoff. 
i Broadway producer will witness 
performance of it this weekend at 





as Woodstock (N.Y.) Playhouse, 
where it is having its initial tryout 
tomorrow (Thursday) through Sun- 
day with Frankie Thomas in the 
starring role. His father, Frank 
Thomas, will also appear in the 
comedy-drama, in which young 
Thomas enacts the role of a tough 





| kid who becomes a great piano vir- 
| tuoso. Other players include Phyllis 
| Ellerman, William Halstead, 

Philippa Bev 


| Baysinger, 
| McKinney Ivan Triesault. 


ans, 


and 


Selznick’s ‘Dundass’ Cast 
Santa Barbara, Aug. 12. 
David O. Selznick completed cast- 
ing for ‘Lottie Dundass,’ second of 
his summer stock shows at the 
Lobero theatre, opening Thursday 
(14) and running through Sunday. 
Supporting Geraldine Fitzgerald in 
the top role are Dame May Whitty, 
Joanna Ross, Ben Webster, Gisella 
Werbezirk, Jac George, Clarence 
Straight and David Bacon. Vladimir 
Sokoloff directs. 


Goshen Quits tn Red 
Goshen, Aug. 12. 


The Community Playhouse, new 
stock company here, pulled the 
final curtain last week after operat- 
ing at a $400-a-week loss. Closing 
came half way through a scheduled 
10-week program. ‘Three Men on a 
Horse’ zippered the enterprise. 

Mitchell Kaplan of Newburgh and 
Gregory K. Deane of New York, 
sponsors, estimated they had been 
nicked for $2.206. 





noon daily, died Aug. 7 in a hospital | 
He was | 
severely injured two days previously | 


with | 








Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 56 


MINNESOTA TERRACE | 0: 








routines, devised by Harry Losee, 
who had a hand in the directing of 
the Republic film, are new. 

As ice shows go, this is unpreten- 
tious and extremely tabloid, night 
elub- restrictions and_ limitations 
necessarily making it so. But, as 
usual nitery fare goes, it rates as an 
ambitious effort and provides splen- 
did entertainment along different 
lines. 

Show is titled ‘Adventures on Ice’ 
and numbers are confined to dancing 
and acrobatics on the steel blades. 
Thus restricted in variety, it runs 
only about 30 minutes and the cast 
numbers but seven. Yet it attains 
flash by virtue of colorful costuming, 
skillful lighting, good all-around 
show manship, and fast pacing. Miss 
Lewis’ own arresting personality and 
superior skating ability, as well as 
her looks, lend plenty to the per- 
formance’s impressiveness. Musical 
score, credited to Jack Phiffer, leaves 
room for improvement, but the cos- 
tumes, created by Tedi of Hollywood, 
are tops. 

Considering the limited space, 17 
by 20 feet, in which the performers 
must work, the exhibitions are all 
the more remarkable. The ice unit 
used is moved from under the band 
platform and is returned there after 
the floor show. 

A gay 90’s number, utilizing the 
entire company, is a brief meller on 
ice with villain pursuing heroine and 
a few spiNs for laughs. The St. 
Regis ‘Bustles’ are Harriette Hadd- 
son, Norah Gale, Bernice Stewart 
and Lucille Lamar, an ensemble of 
lookers. The Heasley Twins are 
handsome young men whose rhythm 
and precision maneuvers are excel- 
lent. One of the liveliest and best- 
liked routines is a can-can number 
that’s plenty snappy and hot. A 
military number also scores. Miss 
Lewis and the two men probably are 
at their best, however, in an adagio 
contribution. The Tom McGovern 
orchestra, locally recruited, plays the 
show and for dancing adequately. 

Show is in for four weeks with an 
option for additional two. Rees. 


Ta-Ba-Ris, Buenos Aires 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 1. 
Townsend Ballet (6), Suzanne & 
Christine, Anita Del Rio, Mariana, 
Vera Orlogwa, Lecuona Cuban Boys 


| with Estela, John Calabry and orch. 


This top B. A. after-dark spot 
the only one using floor 
the U. S. manner, is currently show- 
ing its first specially imported 
Yankee acts and finding the result 
very satisfactory at the cash regis- 
ter. While the imports have not 
zipped biz up to any sensational 


, and 
shows in 





| isfactory, 


heights, they’ve been more than sat- 
and Aristed Salgueiro, 


| manager, is inclined to think that it 


| 


may be soon worthwhile to ship 
down bigger names, exploitation 
value of the present show being not 
quite enough to attract patronage 
ordinarily unaccustomed to visiting 
the spot. 

Imports are the Townsend Ballet, 
a line of six girls led by Jill Town- 
send, and Suzanne and Christine, 
sister ig Ballet (Vela Ceres, Pat 
Marland, Mary Woods, Trudy Beyer, 
Estelle Kier and Eleanor Bolevn) 
are all tall good-lookers and 


nal by U. S. standards, 
the customers here. They’re saved 
for the climax of the thrice-nightly 
show. Open with an ensemble with 
semi-classical ballet touches, then 
swing into a hot chorus. 
gets, the more the portenos like it. 
A tango number included in 
first show had to be cut when it was 
found the customers didn’t care for 
U. S. variations on the local fave, 
but wanted their jive straight from 





Helen | 
Duane | ¢] 





the States. 

Suzanne and Christine have been 
icking in more acrobatic stuff. 
They work quickly and neatly, make 
a smart appearance and have a bo- 


lero encore that’s a stopper. Here, 
too, the more U. 8. they keep the 
material, the better it goes acros: 
Red and white costumes somewhat 


suggesting American colors help. 
Anita Del Rio, who packs a terrific 
wallop into her Spanish numbers, 
remains the best of the native por- 
tion of the show. She's a trim, tiny 
package of fire who stamps her heels 
and tosses her head in the approved 
Madrid manner and never fails to 
hold up the show. Been at the Tab 
longer than any other single per- 
former and since most of the patrons 
are regulars, that’s a recommenda- 
tion that means something. Vera 
Orlogwa, a Russian dancer who does 
a turn in peasant costume, and Mari- 
ana, in modern tap, had better be 
left unmentioned. They're poor. 
Lecuona Cuban Boys band, which 
has been in and out of the Tab sev- 
eral times, is probably one of the 
world’s top congarhumba outfits. 
They've been 0.0.-ed before, so fur- 
ther orchids are unnecessary, except 
to mention that their new singer, 
Estela, isn’t quite up to the New 
England born Dolores, who used to 
work with the outfit in Europe, Ha- 
vana and here before going on her 


fast | 
steppers and, while not overly origi- | 
are novel for | 


Hotter it | 


the | 


ieee 











Boys carry the burden, how. 
ever, and their specialties, includin 
a new Turkish number, bring ont 
even the oldest Jockey ‘Club mem- 
bers from their darkened balcony 
boxes for a whirl on the fioor. John 
Calabry’s jazz is so-so. U. S. acts 
were booked hy William Morris’ Soj 
Shapiro while here. Ray. 


Wit’s End, Miami Beach 


Miami Beach, Aug. 8. 
Bobby Baxter, Arthur Blake, Ray 
and Marion Lynn, Betty Stone, 
Frank Carlona Orch (6); no cover or 
minimum. 











After a tardy debut last season, 
this sidewalk saloon achieved con. 
siderable popularity with the 23rd 
street waifs as a nightcapery. Since 
then the operators have discovered 
air-conditioning, planted genial Joe 
Conti at the door, installed Tom 
Williams, formerly of the Paddock, 
as manager, and are getting nitery 
billing. Room is quite small, seat- 
ing under 150 and with a long bar 
running its length. Attractive de- 
cor follows a red and blue motif, 
Still very informal though. Only the 
waiters wear ties. 

Current divertisement is headed 
by Arthur Blake, a clever mime and 
satirist. Impressions run gamut 
from Morgan (Helen) to Miranda, 
and are first rate, but accompanying 
mono could be slicked up a bit. 
Mimic appears slightly ill at ease i 
this room. When caught a table o 
moppets who should never have been 
permitted in the joint in the first 
place created such a disturbance that 

e had to spend most of his time 
quieting them down. He deserves 
better treatment. 

Bobby Baxter has been getting a 
hefty word of mouth buildup. Con- 
trary to general impression though, 
he’s not another Bobby Breen. A 
pint-sized songster who looks like a 
composite Golden Gloves champ, he 
is sirictly of the ‘lift dat bale—tote 
dat barge’ brigade. For his 24 years 
he possesses surprising volume and 
range, but shows slight strain in up- 
per register. Choice of songs are 
standard baritone showcase wares— 
‘Ole Man River,’ ‘I Got Plenty of 
Nothing’ earning him biggest hand. 
These take plenty and Baxter doesn’t 
spare himself. Might be wise for him 
| to get in with a good coach. To con- 
tinue at present output could scar 
his pipes. Nice stage presence and 
pleasing personality. With smart 
handling he’ll go places. 

Terping team of Ray and Marion 
Lynn shows to better advantage here 
than on theatre stage. They’re a pair 





of good looking youngsters, with 
plenty of zip, and with smart rou- 


tines could really step. 

Betty Stone is an attractive dish, 
but as a featured warbler she’s n 
Tones are nasal and lack expressit 1. 

Joe Carlona’s combo really takes 
you back where the corn and ‘taters 

‘row, what with the drummer parked 
| Out front in the center of the band 
and the arrangements strictly from 
stock. All the boys wear sport shirts, 
and a couple must have taken 8 
pledge not to shave till the show 
over. Leslie. 


5100 CLUB, CHI 


tian Aug. 8 
Danny Thomas, Mary Beth Sires, 
Carlos and Dolores, Bob-O-Lins (6), 
Mark Fisher Orch (10); no cover or 





| minmum., 


borhood cafe, this club has become 
one of the important show spots of 
the city by virtue of the brand of 
entertainment. Capacity crowds are 
|the rule rather, and they come in 
|for one purpose only, to see the 
|show. Room seats 400, with an ad- 
| ditional 100 at the cocktail bar. 

| 30b-O-Lins, line of six girls, open 
| the show, and work in two subse- 
| quent production numbers. Gals are 
|fair lookers, but don’t offer much in 
| the way of dancing ability. Ward- 
robe okay, but numbers are too 
stereotyped. 

Singer Mary Beth Sires is an at- 
tractive blonde and has good pipes 
Diction and choice of numbers could 
be improved, but customers like hel 
here, and she is enjoying a long run 
A mediocre dance team, Carlos and 
Dolores have little. 

Real strength of the show lies in 
the m.c., Danny Thomas, clever and 
slated for bigger things. Thomas 
boasts a neat sense of timing and is 
a nifty mugger. His numbers are 
really funny, with ‘Chloe’ and ‘Road 
to Mandalay’ among the best. In 
his 60th week in this spot, Thomas 
has a terrific following. 

Another strong portion of the bill 
is carried by Mark Fisher, who, in 
addition to leading the band, steps 
into the show for several rousing 
vocals. Fisher has long been a Chi 
favorite and does a swell job on 
such numbers as ‘Beguine’ and ‘I Am 
an American.’ He has a big voice 
and good salesmanship. 

Show closes with a production 
number by the entire cast, based on 
the Gay Nineties, with the gals ! 
viting customers up to partake in 


| 
| 
| Formerly rated as strictly a neigh- 
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RIE 


CHATTER 





—— 


Broadway 





Milton Lazarus has sold a new 
play to George Jessel. 

Brooks Atkinson, N. Y. Times 
critic, back from vacation. 

Louis Nizer, film-radio attorney, to 
Bermuda for month’s vacation. 

Harry Horner set to do the sets for 
Vinton Freedley’s ‘Let’s Face It” 

Russel Crouse back Monday (11) 
from Banff-Lake Louise vacation. 

Warne: Bros. cocktail- pariying 
Joan Leslie tomorrow (Thursday ). 

The Meredith Willsons in town; 
first eastern vacation in two years. 

Walter and Mary Graeza moved 
to Forest Hills, where they bought 
a house. ; 

Charley Pettijohn, Hays office 
chief counsel, back from a trip to 
the Coast. ; 

Matt Allen who manages El Capi- 
tan, Hollywood legiter, in town for 
attractions. 

Jack White adopted as fifth 
prother of four who conduct a Long 
Beach hotel. 

Pat Petterson, former ‘Vanities’ 
showgirl, at Polyclinic hospital un- 
der treatment. 


Jack Powell has shifted to Al 
Grossman after being long under 
Mark Leddy’s management. 

Murdock Pemberton’s son, for- 


merly with NBC, now a welder in 
a Pennsylvania tank car plant. 

Alexander and Roland V. Haas will 
do the music for ‘Village Green’ and 
Gilbert Miller’s ‘Anne of England.” 

Harold Bostwick, former pianist 
for Leo Reisman, inducted into the 
Army recently at Camp Upton, L. L. 

T. Hayes Hunter, British-American 
film and stage director, plans a new 
Broadway play, ‘The Heart of the 
City.’ 

ete Bauer, eastern story editor 
for RKO, left Friday (8) for several 
weeks of story conferences in Holly- 
wood, 

Name-hungry Saratoga SOS’d 
Tony Martin and it’s still in the talk- 
ing stage for one of the key spots at 
the Spa. 

Lois January will 
Germant, 
Quiz’ on 
day (13). 

Robert Ardrey motoring to New 
York from San Antonio, where he’s 
been working for several months on 
a new play. 

‘Three Acts,’ the Kaufman-Ferber 
drama being readied by Max Gor- 
don, will have Morris Jacobs as gen- 
eral manager. 

John Robert Powers Agency Corp. 
has been chartered to conduct the- 
atrical enterprises. He’s the models’ 
entrepreneur. 

Rose Marie, formerly radio singer 
Baby Rose Marie, doing a legit ap- 
pearance this week at the Clinton 
(Conn.) strawhat. 

Hiram S. Brown, Jr., serial pro- 
ducer for Republic, in town for a 
rest. He goes back to become pro- 
ducer on features. 

Herbert J. Yates back to 


wed William 
who handles 


the air, in Chicago to- 


‘Professor | 


N. Y.| 





rescued from the sinking Zamzam 


appearing in ‘The Male Animal’ this London 
week at the Monomoy theatre, Chat- 


ham, Mass. 


Beatrice Kaye celebrated her 25th 


year in the theatre Monday (11) 
with a party at CBS and later feted 
at the Chateau Moderne. 


started in vaude as a child. 


Featured | 
on the ‘Gay Nineties’ program, she | 


| dios has been 
|}announcement gave no details. 


| 


Paul Stewart and Peg La Centra/ jie Howard's outfit. 


(Mrs. Stewart) motored to the Coast 
last week for about a month’s stay. 
screen de- 
but in ‘Citizen Kane,’ may appear in| -~) 
picture at| 


Stewart, who made his 
the next Orson Wellies 


RKO. 
Howard Lindsay 


spent at their 


Flemington 
farm. 


with Father.’ 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





Bob Prachett, booker for Para- 
mount, sporting khaki. 

Myrus, magician, 
Terrace, Park Plaza hotel. 

Downtown Lyric operating on a 
thrice-weekly basis during the sum- 
mer season. 

Arthur Nealy, who quit as a local 
cop to warble, is at the ‘Top of the 
Town,’ westend nitery. 

Sol Turner, violinist with the St. 
Louis symph orch, batoning own 
band at the Jug, Hotel Coronado. 

Mother of Gordon Sommers, biz 
manager of the Civic theatre, St. 
Louis County strawhatter, died in 
hotel home. She was 72. 

Second of a series of traveling 
vaude shows sponsored by the Citi- 
zens’ Committee for the Army and 


Navy, Inc., presented last week at'| 


Jefferson Barracks, Mo., 
of this burg. 
Entertainment, Inec., already has 
booked Dorothy Maynor, Negro so- 
prano; Rise Stevens, Met thrush, and 


just south 


the Don Cossacks for engagements | 


in the opera house of Municipal Au- 
ditorium during the 1941-42 season. 

James Grieg, UA salesman for Mo., 
Tenn., Ky. and IIl., suffered frac- 


| tures of the pelvis and right leg in 


| Herb Washburn, manager of the lo-| 


after about six months on the Coast | 


where he set up Republic’s second- 
quarter picture schedule. 

Alex Gard, who drew the show biz 
cartoons for Sardi’s restaurant, doing 
a book of drawings of ballet dancers, 
to be published Oct. 5 by Greystone 
Press. 


Sarah Rollitts, script agent for 
Columbia Artists, vacationing in 
Maine. She moves Sept. 1 to Music 


Corp. of America with the rest of 
the staff. 


‘Anything Goes,’ in strawhat ver-} 
sion under The Hartmans’ aegis, is 
now localed in Rio, instead of Lon- 


don. Opened Monday (11) in Spring- 
field, Mass. 

Washington Pezet, known on 
Broadway but more recently p.a. for 
an aircraft corporation, has a story 
on his native Chile in which Metro 
is interested. 

N. Peter Rathvon, member of RKO 
board and exec council, flew to Coast 
Friday (8) to remain until after 
Labor Day on combination of RKO 
biz and vacash. 

Billy Rose’s sister, Polly, getting 
her first dramatic assignment in 
Ward Morehouse’s play, ‘U. S. 
which opens at the Paper Mill Play- 


house, Millborn, N. J., Aug. 18 
Ruby Reed’s new House of Thea- 
tre, which is priming ‘Sun Up Snow,’ 


will be radio-showcased on WINS to- 
(Wed.), including Judy Bent- 
ley as Miss Reed’s first guestar. 
Publicist Curt "Weinberg. 
with Heywood Broun, Jr. 
Paterno, Jr., are new Camp Upton 
draftees. All over 28, and thus may 
Possibly get out ahead of schedule. 
Norman Alley, 
€raman, in Buenos Aires on special 
assignment, transferred to European 
battle zone, prokably assigned to 
Moscow for the Russo-Nazi warfare. 
Notis Komemnis, manager. of 
Skouras theatres in Hudson County, 
N. J., has purchased a farm _ in 
Somerville, N. J. Komemnis expects 
to be a farmer—during his spare 
time. 
Grace 


a} 
aiong 


and Joe 


MacDonald, 


News of Day cam- | 


| 
| 
| 


auto accident near Festus, Mo. In 
Barnes hospital. Being temporarily 
replaced by Bernie Evens of the ex- 
ploitation staff. 

Sarah Blocher upped from sec. to 


cal National Screen 
office manager. Succeeds Russ 
Baker, shifted to Dallas. 
Inger of the film row Inger Sisters 
(4) replaces Miss Blocher. 

Partial distribution of $28,339, 
which was subject to litigation for 
13 years and was based on a me- 
chanic’s lien in connection with the 


Service Co., to 


construction of the Granada theatre, | 
Co. | 


now a St. Louis Amusement 
nabe, was ordered last week by cir- 
cuit judge Joseph J. Ward. 

‘When We Are Married,’ new here, 
will be presented at the Town 


Square theatre, strawhatter, starting | 


Friday (15). Willard Holland has 
selected Al Hohengarten, Anne Jen- 
nings, Ralph Cook, Della Mae Riegel, 
Blandford and Helen Blanchard for 
leads. Those in support are Esther 
Neville, Jeannette Wagner, Franklin 
Falkenhainer, Janet Hamtil, Mal- 
colm Collins, Rita Maher and An- 
drew Knat. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Jackie Heller to Newport, Ky., for 

opening show of new Glenn Rendez- 
vous. 

M. A. indie 


Rosenberg, exhib, 


| taking his son, Bud, into the busi- 


90,’ | 


ex - musical | 


comedy dancer and singer, going into | 


her first straight dramatic play, ‘The 


Great Whitewash,’ which will also| 


mark J. C. Nugent, Sr.’s return to} 


activity. 
Claudia Morgan sprained her knee 
Wednesday (6) night when she fell 
downstairs backstage at the Maple- 
wood (N.J.) theatre, where she was 
appearing in ‘Man Who Came to 

Dinner.’ 
Phili vers : 
p Faver “4 


who recently 
returned to the 


S. after being 





i 





Players. 


Mitzi Mayfair told friends 


called it quits. 


Bob Finke!, son of South Side ex- 
hib, has moved to Republic studio in 
Lately he’s been 
scripting Mono’s Range Buster series. 


production berth. 


at the Crystal 


Toby | 


while 
working here at Yacht Club that she 
and her brewery heir-husband have | 


Trade press 


| classed as aliens. 
all restrictions on movements iifte 
takings for  Para’s 


| Wanted Wings’ at the Plaza. 


stickup. 
Cinematograph Exhibitors 


tion. 
Cinema Trade Benevolent Fund. 
Harry Buxton, 


On Berlin’ and ‘United WesStand.’ 
sit 


dinner scenes. 


houses, 
tion, Central 
|}clared a 6% 
| trading. 
b.o. in wartime. 


Picture Houses, 


record-busting 
Comedian took it himself 


|a date at the Metropolitan. 
When rental organizations 





' outbreak. 


Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 





Summer biz has been exception- 


ally good. 


at Phil Barr’s 500 Club. 


at Joe Moss’ Bath and Turf Club. 
Official figures give 460,000 


Belle Baker leaves for 
completing engagement 
Pier Saturday (16). 


Coast 


George White’s ‘Scandals of 1942’ | 


| skedded here for next week. Helen 
Morgan heads revue. 
Empress theatre, formerly Em- 


bassy, reopened Friday (8) after be- 


ing dark since last fall. 


Sally Club 
which 


nitery 


heads 
1942, 
This 


Keith 
new revue for 
Saturday (9). 
open all year. 

Excellent advance 
ported for Marian 
Saturday (16) at Convention 
here. Top price is $2. 

Joe Kelly 
Colonial Beach Gardens in 
tial Margate Saturday (9) 
| lay Ca i by ABC board 
| Jesse Lasky sworn in 
| ber of Atlantic City’s 
| by Mayor 
ducer’s visit here over 

Glenn Miller's orch 
bor Day weekend at 
Jimmy Dorsey follow 
Sisters to return for the holiday. 

Carmen Cavallaro, playing 


ticket sale 


after 


ised here 
L. 


weekend. 


Steel 


Again’) for $115,000 (U.S.). 


— 


Dic 


— 


titled. 


of “The Album cf Me'odies 


| Memories.’ 


Workers dispute at Denham stu- 
settled, but official 


Jack Griggs replaced Hugh Lind- 
| Say as publicity man for Ministry of 
| Information when latter joined Les- 


are campaigning in 
behalf of Americans on this side and 


They'd like to see 
Vittad 


Assn. 
gifted past prexy Harry Mears with 
a Defense Bond as mark of apprecia- 
Mears turned the bond over to 


owner of Gaiety 
cinema, Manchester, inked the first 
deal for screening of new Russian 
films in Britain. He hag taken ‘March 


With food rationing in force here, 
critics are quipping about having to 
through Yankee pictures with 
oceans of food thrown on the screen, 
as stars do their stuff in nitery and 


Despite blitzing of one of their 
Sheffield cinema organiza- 
de- 
divvy on nine-months 
It's indicative of provincial 


‘Me and My Girl,’ Lupino Lane’s 
musical of a season 
or so back, got two dates in London. 
into the 
Coliseum and had a road unit filling 


here 
submitted names of trade delegates 
available for election to Films Coun- 
| cil, name of Joe Friedman was sub- 
| mitted as a Columbia rep. Former 
|managing director of Col. has been 
{in Hollywood since shortly after war 


per- 
sons here for another fine weekend. 
on 
at Hamid’s | 


} Free taxis now take passengers to 
| off shore points to play bingo while 
all boardwalk parlors remain closed. 
Nomad’s 
opened 
remains 


re- 
Anderson concert 
Hall 


held formal opening of 
residen- | 
de- 


aS mem- 
detective force 
Tom Taggart during pro- 


Ritz- 


Marco Aurelio Galindo, author and 
ournalist who hes several winning 
scripts to his credit, ceDuts scon | 
as a megger of a production not yet 


Joaguin Alvarez, tenor, is new star 
and 
Wampole’s conducts Sat- 





Looters got a hefiy slice of the! 
and Dorothy | Premiere 
Stickney leave Sunday (17) for four- 
week vacation, part of which will be 
(N.J.) 
Percy Waram and Margalo 
Gillmore will sub for them in ‘Life 


‘Ty 
They | 
weren't aided by the blackout in the 





Bill Robinson topped weekend bill | 


Yvonne Bouvier heads new revue} 


| will 


igned for La-| 
Pier. 
Andrews 


ness with him. Carlton Merry-Go-Round Room, pre- 
George Jaffe will reopen Casino | sents Decca record albums to femme | 
for 1941-42 burlesque season mid-| patrons at weekend cocktail dances. | 
night of Sept. 1. Jerry Colonna, accompanied by his 
P.a. Kay Balfe has switched his! manager, Bruce Gear, motored here 
allegiance from Al Mercur’s Nut} from Chicago for few days in be-| 
House to Balconades. tween personals Colonna returns 
Lieut. Bob Jacobs, son of Sid Ja-;to Bob Hope radio program on 
cobs, WB district manager, trans- | Sept. 23 
ferred to Honolulu base - - - 
grenda and Cobina have been 
booked into Stanley for Labor Day bi es 
veek with Jerry Colonna Mexico City 
Film Row: Pete Alderma ay By Douglas L. Grahame 
grandpappy now. His daughter, Mrs , 
Miriam Paskoff, had a gal = 
Joe Feldmans are back from the Jorge Ne ete H«¢ ood fe 2 
Hollywood trip and Tony Sterns e in Hal R Fie 
have returned from Miami. fagda Halle ta oe een actress 
Bud Friedman, Etna theatre man- | fractured a ‘ ed 
ager, Stratolined out for Hollywe od | her bathtuk 
| to spend vacation with his mother. | Rene Cardona readying what he 
Fermer local stock fave Paul Me-} oo or be the Arst pic version in 
Grath will step into Bert Lytell role) oor ‘Camille’ 
in ‘Lady in Dark’ when it reopens.;"** et ed ds Sinaehil 
Mary Morris, of Tech drama school; Carlet: prague mith, airec 
‘ ’ ~ f the music section of the New 
faculty, home from Cohasset, Mass.,,;0F te musie Be righ ok 
where she did ‘Ladies in Retire- York Public Library, here on a study 
ment.’ j Visit ‘ aaa ae 
Ben Browns (he’s head of WB pro-| Maria Coenesa, ve eran — i 
jection dept.) to Bucks County to see | comedienne, IS Smas.} at nes : ark 
‘their dotter, Shirley, in ‘Beggar's revue shows in various local 
Opera.’ - .7 n ee Fa anwte Iq world rights 
Keith Lundy, ex-Kilbuck theatre} Miguel Zacarias so’d world rene 
actor, doing leads this summer with|to Colomia of fis «ana se —— 
Essex -on-Lake Champlain, N. Y.,|Otra Vez (Papa Gets in a Jam 


urday nights over local radio sta- 
tion XEW. 

Mexican songwriters are now get- 
ting regular royalty checks from the 
Argentine, thanks to a _ reciprocal 
agreement their union has made 
with the far southerners’ organiza- 
tion. 

Carlos Caballero, assistant direc- 
tor, slightly wounded by the acci- 
dental discharge of a pistol during 
the making of ‘Simon Bolivar,’ story 
of the ‘George Washington of South 
America,’ at the CLASA 
here. 


a 


Hollywood 


Ed Thomas joined Monogram’s 


| publicity staff. 


studios | 


Song circles agog about published | 


rumors from Brazil to the effect that 


Pedro Vargas, one of Mexico's No. | 


1 radio-stage singers, is to become a | 


Brazilian titizen because he gained 
his greatest success in Brazil. Var- 
gas, who has performed in the U. S.., 
has been down south for some time. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Howard Bay. scene 
checking out for N. Y. job. 

Fred Keily starring in ‘Burlesque’ 
for Nat Burns at Yardley this week. 

Bill Doll, Playhouse p.a., going to 
work for Brock Pemberton as drum 
beater. 

Phil Lewis play, ‘Walking Home,’ 
to be tried out week of Sept. 1 in 
New Hope. 


Playhouse garnered $738 for Ac- 
tors’ Fund Assn. last week at ‘Man 
Who Came to Dinner’ performances. 
Plate was passed during intermis- 
sions. 

Jack Kirkland knee-high in scripts 
at his Springtown farm. Looking 
hard for a suitable play to produce 
and writing one which will star his 
wife, Haila Stoddard. 

Bea Spewack knitting a play solo 
while Sam is in London for U. S. 
and Chicago Trib. Spewack trying 
to get visa into Moscow, from which 
he was tossed as correspondent in 
1921. 

Extra matinee added for ‘Beggar's 
Opera’ tomorrow (Thursday) at 
Playhouse, where it is being billed 
as ‘Hellzapoppin of 1723.’ First mu- 
sical to be staged in Bucks County, 
and b.o. terrific. 

Peggy Webster at New Hope stag- 
ing ‘Arms and The Man’ with Wal- 
ter Slezak and Katharine Locke. 
Miss Webster will also play in it 
next week. A possibility for Theatre 
Guild revivals this season in town. 

B. o. strong at local strawhatters 
and producers are mulling over idea 
of extending their seasons. Probably 
continue through September 
providing gas rationing is not too 
severe. Most of the customers have 
to drive considerable distances. 

Edith King off to Toronto to 
in ‘Old Acquaintance.” Back to New 
Hope in Sepfember for same bill, 
probablv with Peggy Wood. Dwight 
Deere Wiman earlier in summer re- 
fused rights to Ken Nicholson and 
Theron Bamberger as they are ‘too 
near Philly.’ Wiman later relented as 
he figures Bucks County will be win- 
dowdressing for Philly stand in fall. 





designer, 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


play | 


| 





| 
| 


| - 
i}chain of 


Hugh King joined the Playmarket 
writers’ agency. 

Martha Raye sprained an ankle in 
a motor accident. 


Margaret Sullavan into the dark 
room with an eye infection. 

Skeets Gallagher and Bert Wheel- 
er forming a new comedy team. 

Don Barry christened his new val- 
ley acres ‘Rancho Costa Too Mucha.’ 

George Burrows, N. Y. banker, in 
town for loan talks with producers. 

Pat West drew his 16th consecu- 
tive role in a Bill Thomas produc- 
ton. 

Merry Macs left for Houston to 
open four-week tour of the south- 
west. 

Mary Brian divorced Jon Whit- 
comb, illustrator, in Carson City, 
Nev. 

John Holmes shifted to head spe- 
cial publicity unit for shorts at War- 
ners, 

Idwal Jones checked out of 20th- 
Fox to work on a novel at Laguna 
Beach. 

Paulette Goddard’s mother, Mrs, 
Alta Goddard Fleming, filed suit for 
divorce, 

Jack Lait trained back to New 
York after a three-week vacation in 
Hollywood. 

Jimmy Durante reported for work 
in ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
at Warners. 

Charles Buckley, legalist for Fox- 
West Coast, returned from a three- 
week vacation. 

Adrian, designer, moved out of 
Meiro after 12 years to open his own 
designing salon. 

Harry Kosiner arrived from New 
York for distribution huddles with 
Walter Wanger. 

George Givot and Maryon Curtis 
settled their divorce property prob- 
lems out of court. 

Arnold Pressburger shifted his 
production offices from Hal Roach 
to United Artists. 

Bil] Koenig succeeded Paul Perez 
as assistant to Collier Young, chief 
of RKO story staff. 

Lee Chadwick checked back into 
the Leo Morrison agency to handle 


| writers and stories. 


S. Sylvan Simon back from a 
cation at Schroon Lake, N 
he once ran a strawhat. 

K. K. Chang, comptroller of a 
Hawaiian film houses, in 
town taking slant at product. 

Art Lewis, soldier, spending his 


Va- 
Y., where 


| furlough as technical adviser on 
|‘Private Yoo-Hoo’ at Paramount. 
William Hopkins aired to Wash- 


| 
| 


M-G to hold annual picnic Aug 
25 

Bob Zurke held over for third | 
week at Curly’s nitery 

R. W 3organ, WDGY salesman 
wed to Mary The mel 

Sammy Kaye band spotted into 
Prom ballroom Aug. 13. 

Harold Field, circuit owner. back 
from California vacation jaunt. 

W. A. Steffes suffered health set 
back at northern Minnesota estat 

Eddy Rogers’ orch with Irene Jani 
into the Hotel Lowry Minnesota Ter- 


race 
Clark Gable scheduled to come to 


ington for huddles as Columbia’s 
representative on OPM problems. 

James E. Perkins shoved off, via 
Clipper, to return to his pest as 
Paramount representative in Manila. 

Edward Finney shifted his produc- 
tion headquarters from the Talisman 
lot to the old B. P. Schulberg studio. 

Lois Pantages, widow of Alex- 
ander Pantages, left a fortune esti- 
mated at $250,000 to her three chil- 
dren. 

Rise Stevens, making her 
debut at Metro, signed for two ap- 
pearances with San Francisco Opry 
this fall. 

Masauers will toss a dinner 
Bud Abbott and Lou Costello 


film 


for 
when 


| the comics return from their current 


eastern tour. 


Cecil B. DeMille celebrated his 
60th birthday by registering his 
footprints in the forecourt of the 
Chinese theatre. 

Carlisle Jones, recovering from 


two operations, resting at home for 


a month before returning to his pub- 
licity job at Warners. 
Leonard L. Levinson back from 


Chi where he scripted the Ransom 
Sherman summer replacement show 
for Fibber McGee and Molly 

Capt. James Roosevelt returned to 
Washington to resume his duties in 
the Marine Corps after 10 days of 
personal business in Hollywood 

Claude Rains came back from a 
vacation on his Pennsylvania farm 
to take over the ‘Kings Row role 
vacated by the death of James 
Stephenson. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 


George E. Sokolsky a \ tor 
Dorsha Hayes at Camp Tamin 
Lucy Lowe at Pocono Haver 
Pocono, 
Harry T. Brown at 
untainhome, 
Pocono 


ent. 


Mt. 


Onawa Lodge, 


Me 
Su ne 


Nit Casinc 


dropped 


|day midnight shows. 


Arthur Michaud weekended at 
Buckwood Inn, Shawnee-on-Dela- 
ware. 

Earl] Fox orch featured in the 
Rainbow Room, Pocono Mountain 


Inn, Cresco. 

Ken Bracder’s ba: 
week at Clyde’s 
Mountainhome. 

‘Getting Gertie’s Gz 


id four nights 
Buck 


per 
Hil) Forks 


rier 


current 


|with Earle Mayo’s New York Play- 
lers at Dorney’s auditorium. 


Effington, S. D., for duck hunting 
Qct. 1 

Bill Sears. Orpheum manager. on 

job again after fortnight motor trip 
n far west. 

Cliff Gill, 20th-Fox exploiteer. fa- 
tther of a x-pound g the couple 
€ 1 r 

Re t ec f F eS c 

I office ge be 
fore eek 

D esi be ( of Be 

I r J ( Re ( alt 

T we f z € 
celet t ! fF je | ¢ f ( 

4 ; ree 7 

Eight x-year-old f er of Abe 

Kaplan ndependent circuit owner! 
recove g from lons Ine 

Old I rawhatter theatre preem- 

g ne play. ‘Magnificient Ham,” by 

local author, John Salisbury i 

A. Selby Carr, Param t office 

manacer. sufficiently recovered from 
operation to return home 

Harry Katz, burlesque impresario 
on fishing trip in northern Minne- 

ta with Rollie Johnson, radio sports 

announcer 

Bill Elson, one-time Variety cor- 

recnondent. now an exhibitor. and | 
the missus celebrated 15th wedding | 
anniversary. 

Betty Fletcher and Gene Spatz. 

Paramount accountant and shipper. 
respectively, marched to altar, but 


not together. 
Gene Autry to make personal ap- 
pearance along with film's star, Dor- 


othy Lewis, at ‘Icecapades’ premiere | are the Arthur 


at Gopher here Aug. 15. 


Dick O’Conner, ex-Cormerford ore 


| ganist, presides nightly at the Ham- 
|mond in the Penn-Stroud’s English 
| grill. 


Peter Gibbons and Carolyn Fisher 
Murray Gancefs at 
(Continued on page 62) 
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MRS. CORDELLA MacDONALD 


Mrs. Cordelia Howard MacDonald, 
94, the original ‘Little Eva’ of ‘Uncle 
Tom's Cabin,’ died Aug. 10 at her 
home in Belmont, Mass. She was 
taken ill at the home of her brother, 
Walter S. Howard, in Buzzard’s Bay, 
Mass., last Friday night (8). 

Mrs. MacDonald, who a few years 
ago observed she was ‘the Shirley 
Temple of my day,’ assumed the role 
of Eva when scarcely four. She re- 
mained on the stage only eight years: 
profits from ‘Uncle Tom’ brought 
about her family’s retirement and 
hers from the theatre. 

The daughter of George C. and 
Caroline Howard, Mrs. MacDonald 
made her first appearance as Eva at 
the Troy, N. Y., Museum on Sept. 
27, 1852. At that time her father 
‘was lessee of the Museum and ar- 
ranged for the dramatization of Har- 
riet Beecher Stowe’s classic, since 
the stage rights were not reserved 













A Solemn Anniversary Mass on Tues- 
day, August 26th, at 10 o’ciock a.m., 
will be offered at the Church of the 
Blessed Sacrament, on West Tist 
Street. just off Brondway, New York 
City, for 

MR. JERE J. COHAN 

MRs. HELEN F. COHAN 

MRS. JOSEPHINE COHAN NIBLO 


by the author. 
cousin of the Howards, did the script 
and portrayed two roles as well. 
Howard presented the play for eight 
years in both the U. S. and London 
and retired with a fortune. 


George L. Aiken, a 





OSCAR BARRETT 
Oscar Barrett, 95, British panto- 
mime producer and musician, died 
at his home in St. Margaret's Bay, 
Kent, England, July 1. Son of a 


drama critic in Hartford, he owned 
an interest in the defunct Hartford 
Post. 

Leaves no immediate 
| Burial in Hartford. 





ARIES 


Russia, and became associated with | 
the late David Picker. After the first | i 
World War, he returned to Russia to | inghouse station KDKA for the last 
serve on the Joint Distribution Com-| 12 years, died suddenly at the Al- 
mittee. He joined Loew's in 1920|leghany General Hospital, 
when the Picker theatres were taken | burgh, following an operation. Dick- 
over, managing the Rio, Victory and | Son joined the Westinghouse firm in 
Oriental theatres, Bronx. He be-| 1924, and in 1929 he joined KDKA. 


relatives. 





DAVID F. DICKSON 


David F. Dickson, auditor of West- | 


Pitts- | 


} 


came a district manager in 1933. 





J. J. PARKER 

J. J. Parker, president of J. J. 
Parker Theatres, identified with the! 
theatre business for a quarter cen-| 
tury, died at his summer home, Sea- 
side, Oregon, Aug. 9. 

Parker owned the Broadway and | 
United Artists theatres and half in-| 
terest in the Mayfair, all Portland, | 
and theatres in Astoria and Pendle- 
ton, Oregon. 

Although he had _ been 
physician’s care for the past few 
years, he seemed in excellent health 
and his death, attributed to a heart 
attack, was unexpected. 

A. F. BRENTLINGER 

Albert F. Brentlinger, 74, veteran | 
theatre operator and father of Byron 
Brentlinger, manager of the Idaho, 
Terre Haute, Ind., died suddenly in 
an Indianapolis hotel of heart at-| 
tack. He formerly owned the The- 
atorium, Varieties and Liberty in 
Terre Haute and also theatres in 
Clinton, Evansville, Kokomo and 
Richmond, Ind, At one time he was 
vice-president of First National Pic- 
tures in Indiana. 

Besides the son, Byrom, he is sur- 


under | 


daughter and two sisters, 





JAMES VOITE 
James Voite, radio singer and pro- 
ducer, who helped to found the 





musician, he commenced his pro- 


fessional career in this field, being | 


the first musical director of the Tyne 
theatre, Newcastle, then returned to 
the Grecian theatre, London, where 
he began working for George Con- 
quest, producer of pantomimes, and 
composed music for this 
show. 


For 25 years Barrett was at the} 


old Crystal Palace staging these 
shows, did many for the provinces 
and returned to London where he 
made theatrical history by present- 
ing Ellaline Terriss (Lady Seymour 
Hicks) in the title role of 
ella. This 
went to America. 

Survived by his son, Oscar Bar- 
rett, secretary of the Green Room 
Club. 





SAMUEL M. BERGER 
Samuel M. Berger, 61, long active 
in the film exchange and theatre 
supply business in Manila, P. I, died 


type of | 


‘Cinder- | 
production afterwards | 


first foreign language program over 
|the now defunct WJAY, died Aug. 
6 in Cleveland from a heart attack. 


vived by the widow, another son, a’ 


Burial in Pittsburgh. 





BERTIE FOWLER 


Eleanor Dakin, 76, vaude actress of } 


the ’90’s known as Bertie Fowler, 
died in Los Angeles Aug. 8. 
Deceased was blind in recent years 


by troupers. 





FRANK WELLS MARTIN 


Frank Wé@lls Martin, 61, film actor 
and director of silents, died in Los 


| Angeles Aug. 9. 


——_——_ ——_ 


Fred Sosman, 75, who painted 
scenery for many large theatres in 


His wife and son survive. 





William Phelan, 37, assistant film 
director, died Aug. 8 in an automo- 
bile crash in Hollywood. He had 
been with Warners for 13 years. 





Richard R. Warner, 26, former or- 
chestra leader at Erie, Pa., died at 
Meadville, Aug. 4. 


the nation, died Aug. 6 at Tiffin, 0. | 














Chatter 
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various Pocono Mountain hotels and 
ballrooms. ; 

The Singing Trapp Family will 
concert in the auditorium of The 
Inn, Buck Hill Falls, for the Ameri- 
can Red Cross. 


Betty Moran, from Ocean Park 





After starting a Bohemian hour 
| for the Cleveland station, Voite was 
m.c. for several years. In recent 
years he was active in Bohemian 
| programs in New York and Chicago, 
where he lived. Survived by widow 
}and son, 


EDWARD P. SHERRY 

| Edward P. Sherry, 71, industrial- 
|ist and husband of Laura Case 
Sherry, onetime leading woman for 


IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
MY DEAR WIFE 


| 
| 


MAUDE RYAN 


(Aug. 15, 1935) 
CHAS. INNESS | 


| Richard Mansfield, died Aug. 6 at 
his home in Milwaukee. 
While maintaining their 





contacts 


| Casino, Virginia Beach, Va.. 
'new vocalist with Mike 

| orch at Mt. Pocono Grill, Mt. Pecono. 
Studio Theatre Players of New 
| York presented Thornton Murdock’s 
i‘The Racketeer’s Paradise’ at Worth- 
|ington theatre, Shawnee-on-Dela- 
| ware, 





| Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 


Antonio de Bassi signatured to di- 


/rect new revues at the Casino. 


Dinner at the Alvear Palace to 


Guy P. Morgan, leaving United 
Artists. : 
Sono Film’s ‘El Hermano Jose 


(‘My Brother Joseph’) set for late 
August preem. 

Columbia to distribute Lumiton’s 
‘Embrujo’ (‘Bewitched’) in Brazil, 
Portugal and Portuguese colonies. 

Indie oytfit, Surfilm, doing ‘La 
Mujer y la Selva’ (‘The Woman and 


suddenly of a heart attack Aug. 5 in| with the professional legit theatre,|the Jungle’), directed by Jose A. 


that city. 
ippines in 1898 as a soldier during 
the Spanish-American war and re- 
mained to start an export-import 
house known as S. M. Berger, Inc. 
In 1927 he launched Acme Films, 
Inc., a subsidiary, which represented 
several American producing com- 
panies including FBO. In recent 
years he handled mostly indie dis- 
tribution. 

Surviving are his widow, a son, 
daughter, and a brother, William, 
head of the firm’s New York office, 
who will carry on the business. 





MRS. KATHRYN DOLAN 


Mrs. Kathryn Dolan, who appeared | 
late husband, | 


in vaude with her 
Chris, in an act known as Dolan and 


Dillon, died Aug. 1 at the Polyctinic | 


Hospital, New York. Mrs. Dolan, 


whose husband died in 1938, was the | 


former Kathryn Buchanan. Funeral 
services were held Aug. 5 at St. 
Malachy’s Church, N. Y.; burial fol- 
lowed under auspicies of the Actors’ 
Fund. 

She leaves a niece, Katherine Ho- 
warth. 





MARIANO RODRIGUEZ 

Mariano Rodriquez, 35, scenic di- 
rector and film labor exec, member 
of the Mexican family that is en- 
gaged in all phases of the picture 
industry from acting to producing, 
died in Mexico City Aug. 6. Surviv- 
ing are a father and two brothers, 
besides several cousins. 

Burial was in Mexico City under 
auspices of the national Cinemato- 
graphic Workers union. 





‘ HARRY F. KARASIK 

Harry F. Karasik, Loew’s East 
Bronx (N.Y.) district manager, who 
had long suffered with a heart con- 
dition, died Aug. 9 in N. Y. 

Karasik came to the U.S. from 


Berger came to the Phil- | 


| the Sherrys had been active for 
many years in promotion of the lit- | 
| tle theatre movement in Wisconsin. 

Widow survives. 

FRANK MILEY 

Frank Miley, manager of the Cap- 
| itol theatre, Saskatoon, Sask., died 
j;recently in a Toronto hospital fol- 
lowing an operation. From 1912 to 
his death he was in show biz in 
Saskatoon, first as manager of the 
Daylight theatre, and then the Capi- 
tol. 

Surviving are his widow, two sons 
and two daughters. 

Burial was in the Roman Catholic 
cemetery, Saskatoon. 

BERT KENNY 
Kenny, - 57, manager of 
Burnside, Bronx, N. 
died yesterday (Tuesday) at his resi- 
| dence in Englewood, N. J., after an 
|} internal hemorrhage. 

Kenny was one of Loew’s oldest 
employees in years of service. He 
was first employed by Nicholas and 
Joseph Schenck at Palisades Park, 
and later managed Loew’s Herald 
Square, Orpheum, Broadway, Har- 
lem Opera House, West End and 
Seventh Avenue theatres. Widow 
survives, 











| Bert 


| Loew’s 





FREDERICK PAYNE 

Frederick Payne, 74, who spon- 
sored many dancing and_ skating 
halls in England, and was associated 
with C. B. Cochran in staging ‘The 
Miracle’ at the Olympia, London 
(of which he was managing director 
for many years), died in Devonshire, 
July 3. 
He founded the Lotus Club, one 
of the earliest night clubs in London. 








HENRY McMANUS 
Henry McManus, 73, died Aug. 10 





Ferreyra. ’ 
Andres Segovia, Spanish guitarist, 


/now living in Montevideo, packed 
them in at concert series in the 
Odeon, B. A. 


Blas Garibotto, film man, set up 
‘Cine en Casa’ (‘Movies in Home’), 
new outfit to rent 35-mm. picts and 
sound equipment. 
| Bayon Herrera’s next for EFA will 
be ‘Juan Cuello,’ with Hugo Del 
|Carril. Start will depend on star's 
| return from the States. 
| ‘La Madre Maria’ (‘The Mother 
Maria’) passed 150-performance mark 
at Liceo. Ivo Pelay play being done 
|by Pierina Dealessi’s company. 
|set as title for Luis C. Amadori’s 
| next for Sono Film, with Silvia and 
Mirta Legrand and Francisco Alva- 
rez. 

Pablo Suero’s company preparing 
‘E)] Naxi...Miento de una 
| (The Nazi...Birth of a Nation’), 
anti-Hitler meller for the Nacional 
| theatre. 
| Sabina Olmos and Luis 
|star in ‘La Boina Blanca’ (‘The 
| White Beret’) for Sono Film. Moglia 
| Barth megging story by Giocochea 
and Cordone. 

Isabel Barron 
Galache’s Spanish company at 
Teatro Buenos Aires in Jacinto 
Benavente’s ‘Los Malhechores Del 
Bien’ (‘The Evil Doers of Good’). 

Cesar and Jose Ratti company 
opened ‘Llego Mi Hermano, el Doc- 
tor’ (“My Brother, the Doctor, Ar- 
rived’), an original by Arnaldo Mal- 
fatt and Tito Insausti at the Apollo. 

Lola Membrives’ Spanish company 
at the Avenida in two new plays, 
Florence Barclay’s ‘El Rosario’ (‘The 
Rosary’) and Jacinto Benavente’s ‘El 
Mal Que Nos Hacen’ (‘The Evil 
They Do Us’). 

Municipality ruled that scores and 
costumes from the Teatro Colon 
cannot be loaned te the Biblioteca 
del Consejo de Mujeres, swank so- 
clalite group. Said previous loans 
all turned sour. 





and Ricardo 





French actress Rachel Berendt 
rated good notices for excellent 
Spanish in Jose Blaya Lozano’s 





in Washington, D. C. A one-time 


translation of Frederick Lonsdale’s 


is the | 
Shelby’s 


‘La Edad Feliz’ (‘The Happy Age’) 


Aldas to 


| ‘Marido a Prueba’ (Husband on 
| Trial’) at the Ateneo, 

U. S. Director John Rhinehart’s 
|‘El Ultimo Refugio’ (The Last Ref- 
uge’), first pic to be completed at 
new Baires studio, will preem at the 
Gran Rex. House has never before 
shown anything but Hollywood picts. 

Araucana Film, new distrib outfit, 
| opened offices. First release will be 
|*Hay Que Casar a Ernesto’ (‘Ernest 
{Must Be Married’), directed by 
|} Orestes Caviglia, featuring Tito 
Lusiardo, Sara Olmos, Nini Gambier 
and Maria Santos. 

Adolfo Rossi resigned as publicity 
head for Sono Film to be general 
manager of Noticario Panamericano, 
newsreel outfit, and head Sirena 
Film, new mag. Alejandro Apold, 
currently aviation ed of El Mundo, 
leading tab, may take Sono job. 





‘and was saved from a Potters’ Field | Burley Op and Strippers 


Ask Trial by Jury 


San Francisco, Aug. 12. 


Jury trials have been demanded 
by operator and cast of the Kearney, 
| burley house raided by police (26), 
| meaning that case will not be heard 
| for several weeks. Charles Michaels, 
who operates the Kearney, is ac- 
cused of maintaining a disorderly 
house, and 11 others, including six 
strippers, are charged with giving 
| an indecent performance. 

All have entered pleas of not 
guilty. House is still operating. 











MARRIAGES 


Evelyn Parenti to Jerry Marks in 
New York, Aug. 11. Bride is former 
| ballet dancer and vocalist; he’s with 


| VaRIETY's advertising staff. 





Margaret H. Hepburn to Dr. 
; Thomas Perry, in Elkton, Mad., 
/ Aug. 4. Bride is sister of Katherine 
| Hepburn. 


Renee Haal to Peter Godfrey, in 


Beverly Hills, Aug. 6. Bride is a 
j screen actress. He's a British film 
producer and writer. 


Bertha Richardson to 
Heintel, in Altoona, Pa., 
He's with Howard Becker 
Pines, Pittsburgh. 

Dorothy Leaf to Lou Quinn, in Las 
Vegas, Nev., Aug. 3. He's a screen 
writer. 

Irene Craig, secretary of the Or- 
pheum theatre, Terre Haute, Ind., to 
| Bobby Jones, local advertising man, 
| July 27, in Terre Haute. 
| Margie King to A. H. Hardin of 

McAlester, Okla., in Shawnee, Okla., 
| July 12. He is assistant manager of 
| the R. & R. theatres in McAlester. 

Carole Gayle Wattson to Bob 
Pfotenhauer in Oklahoma City, Aug. 
3. Miss Wattson was formerly of 
the State theatre staff. 
| manager of the State. 
| Madeline Lee Parmenter, State 
| theatre cashier, to Rex Graham, 
| fight promoter, in Oklahoma City, 


Charles 
July 29. 
band at 


| Aug. 1. 
| Marjorie Hunter to Alexander C. 
Hall, at Lake Tahoe, Cal., Aug. 6. 


He's a film director at Columbia. 
Miss Gene Rothman to Ed Rice in 


| Toronto, Aug. 2. Groom is writer- 
producer on. staff of J. Walter 
Thompson agency. 

| Flower Parry, flower girl in a 


Hollywood nitery, to Jackie Coogan, 
former film actor now in army, Aug. 
10, in Gardnerville, Nev. 

Margery Taylor to Al Anthony, in 
New York, Aug. 4. Bride is a mis- 
| tress of ceremonies; he’s in the cast 
| of ‘Pal Joey.’ 

Virginia Dahlman to W. Ear] Both- 
well, in Pittsburgh, Aug. 6. Bride is 
|radio director of the Bothwell ad 

agency and formerly headed the 
| Esquires dance band. 


Nacion’ | 


| BIRTHS 


son, July 28, in New York. 
| directs ‘Your Hit Parade’ 
| Cities Service programs. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Gene Moore, daugh- 
| ter, in Santa Monica, Aug. 4. Father 
|is head cameraman in Metro’s car- 
toon department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kuhn, daugh- 
ter, Aug. 1, in Buffalo. Father is 
| technician at WEBR, Buffalo. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Jack Patten, July 
1/16, a daughter. Father is program 
director of KSAN, San Francisco. 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Block, son, 
| Aug. 8, in New York. Father con- 
|} ducts ‘Make Believe Ballroom’ over 
WNEW, New York. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Harrison, son, 
Aug. 10, in Hollywood. Father is 
Hollywood correspondent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fritz Mueller, son, 
in Denver, Aug. 5. Father is in the 
KLZ, Denver, sales department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Granik, 
daughter, Aug. 8, in Washington. 
| Father conducts the ‘American 
‘Forum of the Air’ over Mutual. 


Father 
and the 





Groom is | 


Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Auchincloss, | 


———nee 


- 
| Radio, Records 
== ontinued from page 3 


and disc popularity, and his two 
screen appearances since signing of 
the picture contract have enhanced 
his name value as an artist for ra- 
dio, records and personals. 

In contrast are the one-shot pic- 
ture chores handed out by Para- 
mount to bands and singers in the 
past in which not much attempt was 
made to establish a definite film fol- 
lowing, but was rather a means of 
cashing in on the current vogue of 
such combos, In particular was the 
screen bow of Bonnée Baker and 
Orrin Tucker’s orchestra and the 
single try of Gene Krupa with his 
hot drum, neither showcasing prom- 
ising anything in the future for films 
unless considerable care is taken in 
story preparation. 

The Merry Macs are among the 
more recent film newcomers, bow- 
ing in at Universal from the record 
and radio fields with what seems to 
be promise of successfully sticking 
around pictures. Group's first pic- 
ture was in the smaller brackets but 
showcased the singers favorably 
enough for Universal to consider 
further features which will stress 
comedy as well as harmonizing abil- 
ity. 














Spinning and Reeling 

At Universal also are the An- 
drews Sisters, who now have a num- 
ber of features behind them and 
more scheduled. Both the sisters 
and the Merry Macs are among the 
leading Decca recording artists, plus 
having had much radio and personal 
appearance’ experience. Deanna 
Durbin is another on the Universal 
talent rolls who turns Out a certain 
number of discs each year, but her 
popularity is film-made although first 
introduced to the public via the ether 
waves. 

Largest list of 





radio and record 
talent is gathered at Paramount, 
some of which came to films from 
| other fields, or who made the grade 
| Outside the film industry because of 
Leading 


their celluloid popularity. 
this list with the longest top name 
value is Bing Crosby, who entered 
| feature pictures in 1933 from the fa- 
dio and record mediums. Dorothy 
Lamour also bases her film start on 
prominence outside the picture busi- 


| 


i'ness. Betty Jayne Rhodes, record- 
{ing and radio artist, was recently 


pacted by the studio and is still do- 
| ing radio singing over Mutual. Both 
| Bob Hope and Jack Benny are film 
|and radio fixtures whose ventures 
into pictures have increased their 
ether ratings. 
| Cecil B. De Mille and his regular 
|'Lux Theatre of the Air comes under 
|the list of film-radio names, his 
}ether standing resulting from his 
| picture name. Mary Martin's rec- 
| ords and stage work helped to bring 
her to the front in films. Phil Regan 
is a Decea and radio singer. Susanna 
Foster and Allan Jones at Paramount 
also rank in the two fields. 

Metro has Frank Morgan and Tony 
Martin active in the radio end of 
entertainment. Martin made _ his 
start in pictures at 20th-Fox but it 
was not until he left Hollywood for 
night club, radio and record work 
that he solidified his position. Mor- 
gan’s screen experience has stood 
him in good stead for his yearly air 
| work. Jeanette MacDonaid, Nelson 
| Eddy, Rise Stevens, Judy Garland, 
| Douglas McPhail and Virginia 
| O'Brien are others under contract at 
Metro who do occasional radio and 
| record jobs 


Pic Props ‘Blondie’ 

Columbia has Penny Singleton and 
Arthur Lake, whose ‘Blondie’ radio 
show was born of the popularity of 
| the ‘Blondie’ film series. Republic's 
radio and record talent is all west- 
ern. Gene Autry appears in both me- 
diums while Roy Rogers waxes a 
number of discs each year on prairie 
ballads, 

RKO, in addition to Kay Kyser, 
has Orson Welles and his dramatic 
broadcasts, plus Desi Arnaz, a record- 
ing artist in the past who is expected 
to start pressing again since his ad- 
vent into films. Carmen Miranda 
and her Portuguese rhythms hit their 
stride following her New York legit 
success, and film work at 20th-Fox 
has added to her value. Don 
Ameche, brought to pictures from 
singing and dramatic work on the 
radio, seldom vocals now but has 
continued his ether dramatics. 

Warners claims Jack Carson with 
his regular Sunday night Coast show, 
which resulted from screen work, 
and Edward G. Robinson with his 
‘Big Town’ broadcasts, also resulting 
from screen popularity. 
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‘Can't Rush 








talent-digger expounded, ‘there was 
vaudeville, which developed untold 
numbers of picture stars. That con- 
tact with the audience is particu- 
Jarly needed in comics to develop 
timing. Even right now there's 
Abbott and Costello, Jack Benny, 
Bob Hope—all out of vaude. 

‘Then, too, kids with that un- 
conquerable desire to act came to 
New York and could get jobs. 
could work in legit five or six years | 
or longer and get a solid foundation. 
Now it’s almost impossible for them 
to get a role in a play and if they do, 
and are any good at all, we grab ’em 
for pictures before they’ve learned 
the difference between stage — 
and stage left.’ 

Too much of the work and money 
expended on the filmland tyros, in 
the opinion of another of the hunt- 
ers-up of new faces, goes into pub- 
licity and not enough into teaching 
them the rudiments of performing 
before a camera. You can get to a 
certain point in building a star by 
rubbing a couple press agents to- 
gether, it is pointed out, but unless 
the player has some real assets 
there’s that old bogey of so-far-and- 
no-farther to meet again. 


Too many top-billed players now | 


have learned to act after they be- 
came stars, not on the way up, an- 
other scout declared. Process would 
have been not only faster but built | 


on solider foundation had it been 
reversed. 
Another understandable fault of 


the studios in handling of potential 
A players is the fact that they have 
money invested in their talent lists | 
and they are determined to use these 
people whether they are ready or 
not. Instead of allowing them to 
break in gradually, producers think | 
about the dough the newcomers are 
getting and determine to toss ‘em | 
into a film as quickly as possible to 
cut the general overhead. 

Talent snoopers claim they are 
searching harder than ever, but that 


their sources are drying up. Radio— | 


because it demands only voice and 
not looks—has but in the most minor 


sense replaced vaude as_ pasture 
ground. 

But, say the boys with the long- 
range — plenty long-range — view- 
point as they gleefully rub _ their 
palms: ‘Wait for television.’ 





Seme Castoffs Make Good 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

By admitting their own major re- 
sponsibility for the early flop of 
promising new talent and giving 
players another chance, producers 
are saving themselves much experi- 
mental coin and the extravagant dis- 
card of stellar material. 

Recent case history is filled with 
examples of the 
chance—even the third and 
for novices who were slow 
ing the grade. 

It was a common boast in t 
dustry not so long ago that almost 
any boy or girl could be grabbed 
off the street with an eenie-meenie 
haphazard selection and converted 
into a top money name over night 
The oft-disillusioned film poobahs no 
longer cherish any such ideas, despite 
occasional exceptions of phenomenal 
success. The wise ones know that it 
takes time, seasoning, the proper 
casting and careful grooming to es- 
tablish a dependable actor or actress. 

The film fate dispensers are profit- 
ing by a volume of experience, 
finally, after a lot of costly and em- 
barrassing failures properly to ap- 
praise the talent they let slip through 
their fingers. The classic 


fourth, 
in mak- 


h 


he in- 


reminders 


of failure to spot or properly use 
names which have gone on to subse- 
quent greatness, or at least to top 


money rating, embrace startling 
number of current boxoffice 
Clark Gable, Tyrone Power, 
Durbin, Ginger Rogers, Robert Tay- 
lor, Sonja Henie, Katharine Hep- 
burn, William Powell, to mention 
only a few. And no one knows how 
much potential talent has been lost. 
after an equally incalculable amount 


a 
aces 


Deanna 


of conditioning expenditure, because | 
the players were discarded after an | 


inconclusive test in one or two im- 
portant support roles which didn’t fit 
them. 


Playing It Safe 


So, producers and their staffs are | 


becoming very gpary about dropping 
players who, they have had, initial 
reason to believe, are personalities 
worth cultivating. Snap judgment— 

the one-shot—is apt to be very costly | 
and to reflect badly upon the com- | 


pany executive, rather than upon the) 
If there’s a doubt, the player | 
the 


actor. 
now almost certain to get 
benefit of it: 

Instances of recent second-chances 


is 


a 


Continued from page 3 


|at 20th-Fox, where Darryl F. Zanuck 
| was one of the first film executives 


| Office, 


| 
Montgomery, 


| 
;Ous 


They | 


Film Talent’ 





to admit that early player flops 
might be chargeable to the front 
rather than to the novices 
themselves, include Gene Tierney, 
Arleen Whelan, John Payne, George 
each of whom is forg- 
ing ahead after a period of precari- 
uncertainty which might have 
halted a career. Miss Whelan lan- 
guished after an inauspicious launch- 
ing. But she wasn’t penalized. Given 
more time to develop, she got her 
| promising second chance as one of 
the femme leads with Jack Benny in 
‘Charley's Aunt.’ 


Gene Tierney Unimpressive 

Gene Tierney was unimpressive in 
‘Hudson's Bay,’ flashed through ‘To- 
bacco Road’ as Ellie May, and now 
shows.er calibre in the title role of 
‘Belle Starr. John Payne didn’t 
click at Paramount, Goldwyn and 
Warners and felt he was about 
washed up, when he moved to 20th 





value of the second | in 


and began to get the second chance 
| buildup which has him on verge of 
|stardom and regarded as an impor- 
|tant property. ‘George Montgomery 
| lasted one day in his first chance at 
| 20th in ‘The Girl I Married.’ He had 
had a few small parts previously. 
Ordinarily he would have’ been 
| through after the ‘Girl I Married’ ex- 
|perience, but Zanuck decided it 
| wasmt the lad’s fault. He was put 
into ‘Cowboy and the Blonde’ with 
|Mary Beth Hughes, clicked, and is 
|now well on his way in ‘The Last of 
| the Duanes’ and other scheduled 
| roles. 

Walter Pidgeon is an outstanding 
example of a topliner who, until re- 
cently, had been kicked around for 
years, his unquestioned talent wasted 
on inept or typed roles. ‘How Green 
Was My Valley’ and ‘Man Hunt’ at 
'20th and ‘Blossoms in the Dust’ at 
| Metro are his recent demonstrations 
of calibre. He came to Holliy- 
| W ood 11 years ago as a singer, and 
when the musical cycle waned at 


star 


ithat time, the casting executives 
didn’t know what to do with him. 
Beity Grable, at Paramount for 


about three years, had to flee Holly- 
wood and demonstrate what she had 
(on Broadway in ‘Du Barry Was a 
Lady’ before she was re-discovered 
| by the films to become one of the 
| hottest items in the picture market at 
| 20th-Fox. 

Robert Cummings is a notable sec- 
ond chancer. He was at Paramount 
;}in a small scene in ‘College Swing’ 
—just another player. Paramount 
let him go. He knocked around for 
some time before he emerged again 
at Universal with the first Gloria 
| Jean picture. Then 20th borrowed 
| him for*a Sonja Henie film, used him 
‘Spring Parade’ 
of the top spots in 


‘Moon Over Mi- 


’ 
aml, 





which shows how his gifts have | 


and gave him one | 


| been permitted to go only partially | 


utilized for a long time. 
Par’s Henic Miss-Out 

| Sonja Henie, brought out by Para- 
mount after her 
ship skating, avasn’'t 
| that studio before they 
be grabbed 
by 20th. 

Then there's the case of Clara Lou 
Sheridan from Texas, more familiarly 
{known as Ann Sheridan. She came 
'to Paramount as a ‘Search for 
Beauty’ contest winner and was put 
into stock. Subsequently she was 
given an important minor part and 
did well with it that she roused 
the jealous resentment of the star 
picture She got no more 
oles there and to go 
to Warners for he hance 

Ann Sothern c 
the name of Hai 
determined 


role, 


tested by 
her go to 
performer 


even 
let 
money 


as a 


so 
in that 
was eased out 
second c 

a cropper 
riet Lake. 
to play 

Making her 
part quite remote 
from casting officials 
had previously conceived, she clicked 
in the first ‘Maisie’ picture at Metro 
and now regarded as one of 
Metro’s most valuable stars. 
had been off the screen a year. 

Red Skelton today is one of the 
most talked-about personalities 
|the film village. He didn’t get over 
in his first assignment at Metro, and 
his option wasn’t taken up. It was 
not until Mickey Rooney touted him 
again after the President’s ball in 
Washington that Metro re-signed 
| him through the suggestion of Nicho- 
las M. Schenck. 

Susanna Foster was not used by 
the first studio to sign her as a con- 
| test winner, but she blossomed forth 
‘at Paramount as one of the first | 
songstresses of the screen. 

Lew Ayres had to get his second | 
chance, after he went from playing 
to di ng at Metro, in the ‘Dr 


un- 
She 


ame 
7 ~ 
caer 
an- 


bid 


Was never 


other ingenue 


again in character 


anything the 


is 


rect! 


She | 


in | 


i}should exercise 


Olympic champion- 


Kildare’ series. Stanley 


| 
Morner | 


banged around the studios for a long | 


time before he clicked as Dennis 
Morgan in RKO’s ‘Kitty Foyle’ and 
started the second phase of his ca- 
reer. 

The recital might go on through 
many other names, not all sensa- 
tional, but all pointing the fact that, 
learning from experiences of neglect, 
short vision, insufficient testing, pro- 


ducers with few exceptions are giv- 
ing the young talent, especially, 


much wider latitude and much longer 
period in which to prove its poten- 
tial worth. 
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Evalyn Harvey 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Sky Garden) 


Herb Lewis 
Crawford House 


Ray Collins Ore 

Miriaan Johnson Don Dudley Ore 
Crawfordettes Hotel Statler 
Carole Hall (Cafe Rouge) 
Ray Miles Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Buddy Raymond 


Hotel Westminster 


Fox & Hounds (Roof Garden) 


Miiton George Ore | Jimmy McHale Ore 
Hi-H Harry Drake Rev 
at toof Garden Gls 
Pete Herman Ore Vitta. Gibson 
Lucille Grey Marlo & King 
Frank Petty Ibanez & Juanita 
Hotel Bradford Hal Freed 
(Circus Koom) Noel Sherman Gls 
Florence Hallman | Hotel Ritz Carleton 
Runkie & Lambert (Ritz Roof) 
Hotel Essex Dick Rogers Ore 


Dr Giovanni 
Marcia & Gunsett 
International Casino 
Henri Jobert Ore 
The Cave 
Ralph Porras Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 


Ernest Murray Ore 
Billy Kelly 

Jack Manning 

Al Lewis 

Victor Donato 
Adele Corev 

Rita Henderson 
Jerry Dale 





Fay Starr . a4 
. Jerry & Lillian 
Hotel Gardner Colita & Corral 
Burt Shaw Phil Barry 


PITTSBURGH 





Anchorage Merry-Go-Round 
Hugh Morton Ore Benny Burton Ore 
Maynard Deane Betty Harper 

Arlington Lodge Babe Rhodes 
Phil Cavezza Orc Kennywood Park 

Balconades Tiny Hill Ore 
Buddy Carlson Ore | Wilfred Mae 8 

: A Canestrellis 

Bill Green's Mile La Tosca 
“4 eee Ore New Penn 

Oo ce | 
y |Gay Carlisle Ore 
Boogie-Woogtie Club) Lorraine & LaMarr 
3 y Sh Sue stevens 
avle aa Buddy Birch 
Harry Comorada Jimmy Williams 
Buddy Blaine Nixon Cafe 
Tubby Milier 4} Marisco Ore 
Reggie Dvorak Bob Carter 
Cork and Bottle Eden Sis 
Lloyd Fox }s on Ricardo Co 
Colonial | Renee & Root 
Eddie Weitz Ore Nut House 
Eddie Peyton’s /|Sherdina Walker O 
Art Schamberg Orc| Ted ase ss 
Mildred Segal | George Gregg 
Eddie Peyton | Evelyn Nellis 
Sandy Mcclintock | Arthur a 
Marion Muller 4 huck . ilson 

Evergreens Casis 
Revelers | Bobby Annis Ore 
Kay Burke {| Stu Braden 
Ray Valance Pines 
Nancy Grey | Howard Becker Orc 

Hotel Fort Pitt Mae Harris 
Ken Bailey Orc } Trelon 
Johnny Mit hell Yachtsmen 
Herry Walton Nancy Gardner 

Hotel Henry | George Webber 
- gg he se | Yacht Club 
peer rie oe | Hi Middleman Ore 

(Gay 90's) Gordan & Sawyer 
Dorothy Nesbitt Mary Sawver 

Hotel 7th Avenue 4] Ferguson 
Bees Saunders Manch Gls 
Ida lola Shirley Heller 
Everett Havdn Sky-Vue 
Bett Donahoe Tedd King Ore 
Al Devin Union Grill 
Evergreen Gardens | 4++ Yavello 
Re rs Frank Natala 
Sam meaet | Mike Sandretto 
a ida Hone Villa Madrid 
Wicked Willies | Btxi_Covato Ore 

Mark Lane 

Hotel Koosevelt lCliff Winehill 
Johnny Kaaihue 2 Co-Ed 
Royal Hawiians Peter Higgins 

Hotel Wm Penn Key Taylor 
(Continental Bar) West View Park 
Wanda Buzz Ashton Ore 
Escorts i Waldos 

















| NBC PACT | 


- Continued from page 53————] 








| rank 
| revenue 


has agreed to render sucn releases 
to NBC and RCA and their official 

but has refused to do the same fo! 
CBS until that network has like- 
wise become a Ssignator tO a cCcon- 
tract. ASCAP has also consented 
to make similar waivers for the 

N. A. B. and Broadcast Music, Inc 

but only in so far as they involve 
NBC officials and any others who 
are parties to an NBC contract. As | 
far as suits brought by ASCAP 
members outside of ASCAP are con- 
cerned, it has been the contention 


of ASCAP counsel that the Society 
cannot grant release since 
actions constitute personaj 
ness and ASCAP could be held li- 
able for interference. 

Patience Needed 


Some ASCAP board members 
terday (Tuesday) were of the 
mon viewpoint that the 
patience on 
if it meant as 
of waiting, if 


ny 
ily 


5 yes- 
com- 
Society 
the 
| NBC matters, 
much as four weeks 
ASCAP could be certain that the 
entire broadcasting industry would 
accept these contrac that with 
such ] would an and 


even 


ts ana 
ome 


settlement 


| ing 


} 





WHAT THEY THINK 


Seeking Edgar B. Strought 

Stockton, Calif. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
Am see mation concern- 
ing a cousin, Edgar B. Strout or 
Strought, as I believe he spelled the 
name. After his connection with 
the theatrical life, which began 
about 1898, Mr. Strought’s boyhood 
days were spent in Chelsea, Mass., 
where he lived with his mother, 
Mrs. Rachel (Mathis) Strout 
whose address he used his per- 
manent address until her death 
about 1905 or ‘06. After that he 


a ~f - 
ing inior 


as 


and | 


used as a permanent address that | 


of his uncle, Jonas W. Strout, in 
Brunswick, Me., until the family 
moved to Portland,. Me. in 1918. 
From there we came to California 
and after two years returned to 
Maine, where we remained until 
1925, where we went to Coatsville, 
Pa., 
and ’26 there. It was there in the 
summer of ’26 that I last heard from 
Edgar, who wrote from somewhere 
in New Hampshire that he and his 
wife, Grace Verno, were joining a 
stock company in Bridgeport, O., 
planning to work their way west- 
ward and to make their home in 
California. I wrote him at that 
time that we were leaving immedi- 
ately for California but as I did not 
know in what part of the state we 
would locate I could give him no 
permanent address and as he had 
only a temporary address we lost 
touch with each other. 

I suppose he came to California 
but have no way of learning the 
facts. He may be in Boston as he 
always was much interested in that 
place, or almost anywhere. He 
may not even be living, as he would 
now be 73 years old and is probably 
no more connected with the theatre. 

I wrote to the Masonic Lodge of 
which he was a member, as I have 
his masonic certificate which he left 
with Masonic Lodge No. 296, Mass., 
but he evidently had not kept in 
touch with the Lodge and on 
advice I am writing to you. Any 
information which you may be able 
to send me either of him or his wife, 
Grace Verno, will be gratefully re- 
ceived by 

(Mrs.) Eva Strout Hale, 
1128 N. Harrison, 
Stockton, Calif. 
Re: Postal Subsidy 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
I have been reading the opinions 


and spent the winter of 1925 | 


from New York. 





their ' 





regarding the section of the emer-| 


gency tax bill which proposes to tax 
radio and outdoor advertising rev- 
enue. There is a very important 
matter which seems to have escaped 


general attention. That is the fact 


that newspapers and magazines are! 


beneficiaries of tremendous govern- 
ment subsidies to which radio 
tions as taxpayers are now contribut- 


sta- | 


ing support. I refer, of course, to| 
the low rate on second-class mail 
John W. Boehne, Jr., of Indiana, in- 
| formed the House of Representative: 
that, for just one year, the loss to the 
Post Office Department resulting 
from the low rate on second-cla: 
mail for daily newspapers’ was: 
$26,000,000. The total Post Office 
loss on second-class mail, including 





| sources 
such | 


busi- | 


magazines, amount to $85,000,000. 


Radio pays its own way and 
| always has. Besides, radio con 
tributes a great deal of time with- 
out charge, for public service. 

If it is necessary to tax the adver- 


tising revenue of the various media 
at least let us be fair and non-dis- 
criminatory. First, cut out the sub- 
sidy of $500,000 a week to news- 
and the millions to 


azine Then, if more money 


papers 
maf 
needed, tax 
basis 

Until newspaper 
subsidies be removed, 
injustice 
to broadca 


Victor 


+ 


to add taxatior 


ting burder 
van der Linde, 
And From New York, Too 
New Albany, Ind 

Editor, VARIETY 
Your editorial 
noticed,’ has a 
to all bi itter rness between radio 
ASCAP. It has been intimated 
within the broadcasting 
dustry that before the music-radio 
war can be brought to a certain 
conclusion it may be necessary for 
the N. A. B. board to dele Ne- 
ville Miller the associati pres- 
ident, to tour the country for 
series of district meetings, explain- 
the contracts and urging their 
As pointed out by one 
the leaders of the in- 
be faced the 


‘ Sa omt P 
Blushing, 


phrase in 


on 


and 


in- 


oat 
egate 


on "s 


acceptance. 
broadcaster, 
dustry would 

problem of selli 


it 
W lt 


incingly 
within the 


to the same quarters 
past 18 


months 


explains most of radio’s 
You really should elabo 

never, to my knowled 
trade paner had the nerve 
shot you have in the 
ion: 

‘Radio faces, 
world in which 
prepared 

is a 


, 


troubles. 
rate on it, 
se, Mas any 
call the 
particular 


as 
to 
as 
quotait 

belatedly, a 
influental men 
that 
soft 


are 

radio 

touch 

Boy, is that right! 
it? Everybody but 
NAB, IRNA, and the 

Like Hitler, radio’s enemies and 
vultures are trying to pick us off, 
one by one. Like some folks in 
Europe, some folks in radio think a 
soft answer will turn away a racket, 
a bit of appeasement will win free- 
dom from a knockdown and drag 
out affair, etc. 

One hell -raiser or two can’t do the 
job. But sooner or later the worm 
is going to turn. 

Thanks for your own fine expres- 
sions. It sounds wonderful coming 
It just doesn’t seem 


to bel 


spectacular 


ieve 


And who knows 
the nets, 
independents! 


radio, 


possible. 
Steve Cisler, 


It’s An Epidemic 


Newark, Aug. 12. 


Jess Myers, manager of the Em- 
pire, local birley house, is having 
the same kind of chorine trouble 
that has been bothering Broadway 
producers and managers. With the 
theatre scheduled to reopen late this 
month, Myers has been unable to 
secure enough ponies to form a line. 

Ads inserted in the local papers 
for chorus gals have brought little 
response, 











Dave Rose 


Continued from page 2 


eign correspondent, who was off, on 
the ship that carried Rose, on a rov- 
ing assignment that he hopes will 
bring him to the borders of the 
Russo-German squabble. 

Seated across the way from Kerr 
in the Clipper’s lounge was David E, 
Scherman, Life magazine photogra- 
pher who was on the Egyptian liner 
Zamzam when it was_ scratched 
where it counts by a torpedo, on his 
way for a few shots of the shots 
around England. 

Saturday’s (9) spies spotted Alice 
Faye step down the runway of the 
TWA Stratoliner into the arms of 
her band leader-husband Phil Har- 
ris. Miss Faye will be in town for 
a week before returning to the Coast 
to begin a new celluloid. 


Eastern Air Lines sends out the 
news that Andre Kostelanetz, Lily 
Pons’ favorite musicmaker, will be 


back in town Aug. 21 from a trip in 
the hamlets south of Hoboken. 

At long last, Anna Neagle and Di- 
Herbert Wilcox skedded 
to head back to England Saturday 
(16) Three times the pair made 
reservations aboard the PAA Clipper 


rector are 


hips, and three times they changed 
their minds at the last—or next to 
last—minute. This time, they say, 
they really mean it. Early last week, 
the couple flew to Canada to ar- 
range their passage from Lisbon to 
London, for a serious aerial transit 
situation exists on that route and 


without the well-known 
an excellent chance of 
the wrong kind of pleats in 
trousers skirts while wait- 
for the London of 
Portugal. 


Renee de Marco’s Briefie 


commonel 
‘fix’ 
getting 


stand 
4 , 
their and 


ing expre out 


Aal ‘ 
Mares 
Airdrome-on- 


the past even 


Renee de 


hrough the 


idly. p 
the-Par 
way during 
her way to 
m her ex-dancing partner: 
‘-husband, Tony 


div 


Reno t 


having establi 
vada some time ag 
flying hop to N. Y. to arrange her 
part in Georgie Jessel’s ‘High Kick- 
ers? which will go into rehearsal in 


ence in 
She made 


for 


| September. 


by 


a | 


ng up sonrething that | 
| they had sold down, and conv 
| $0, 


Thursday’s toddiers noted Uni- 
versal’s Peggy Moran, a lassie with 
a shapely cha , fly in from 
Toronto aboard the Trans-Canada 
Airways’ New York express; and 
Edmund O’Brien, Nancy Kelly’s 
mate, in from the end of the line 


aboard the sTWAttoliner 

The mid-week Clippers usual, 
were responsible for the arrival and 
departure of a considerable cargo of 


no 


re 


celebs. George Jordan, Associated 
Press’s man Friday in Italy, re- 
turned, while Raymond Clapper, 


StrippsHoward" s Washington scribe, 
was off to the land of the Broad A 
for a first-hand look at the fir¢f-class 
argument there 
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GUARDIANS 
OF QUALITY 


vam 








DRAMATIC lighting and interest- 


ing camera angles receive stimu- 
lating support from the high 
quality and unvarying uniformity 


of Eastman negative films. 
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p LUS-X 
SUPER-XX 
BACKGROUND-X 


EASTMAN NEGATIVE FILMS 











